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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome! Thank you for coming. This event is for all of you - and we are so glad that you are here. Hopefully, the information and resources that you leave with tonight will help your child grow, no matter where they are in their literacy journey. 



Title I General Information
What is Title I?

• Federal law intended to improve basic programs in 
low income schools

What is the purpose of Title I?

• Provide all children significant opportunities to 
receive a fair, equitable, and high-quality education 
closing educational achievement gaps



Eligibility for Title I Funding
Title I eligibility is based on student poverty.

School Annual 
Title I Meeting

Parents have the right to be involved.



Use of Title I Funds
Title I funds are to be used to directly impact student achievement by:

• Providing additional services that increase the amount and quality of 
instructional time;

• Providing students with an enriched and accelerated academic program;
• Significantly elevating the quality of instruction; and
• Affording parents substantial and meaningful opportunities to participate in the 

education of their children.



Madison County Public Schools
Title I funds are used for:

Reading specialists
Instructional coaches
Preschool teacher 
Educational materials
Professional learning



Assessment Opt Out Policies
• Parents in schools 

supported by Title I funds 
may request information 
about any state or division 
policy regarding student 
participation in required 
assessments.



Teacher Qualifications
(Right to Know Letter)

• Parents in schools supported by Title I 
funds have the right to inquire about 
the qualifications of their child’s 
teacher.



Tonight’s Schedule

● What is the “Science of 
Reading”?

● How can I help my 
student read?

● Visit Stations
● Eat Pizza
● Free Books!
● Library cards

● Ms. Graham will 
read a bedtime 
story in the 
cafeteria at 6:40p.

LEARN EXPLORE LISTEN

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tonight, you are going to have to listen to me (for just a few minutes) before we take some time to find a station to visit. After that, I would encourage you to visit every station and gather some more amazing information and resources. After giving you some time to explore, we will gather the kiddos back in the cafeteria to hear a story from the lovely Ms. Graham. Let’s get started!



“When parents are involved in their 
children’s schooling, students show higher 
academic achievement, school engagement, 
and motivation , according to a 2019 American 
Psychological Association review of 448 
independent studies on parent involvement.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You being here tonight is evidence of you being involved in your child’s schooling, and for that we are so grateful. If school is important to you, it will be more important to your child. 

https://www.edweek.org/leadership/does-parent-involvement-really-help-students-heres-what-the-research-says/2023/07

https://psycnet.apa.org/manuscript/2019-38879-001.pdf
https://psycnet.apa.org/manuscript/2019-38879-001.pdf


How can you 
help?

What can caregivers do at home to help their 
student succeed?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The answer to this question can be tricky, because we have learned so much about how we learn to read. Chances are, your student is being taught to read in a different way than you were. The focus has shifted to code-based skills, rather than rote memorization or cueing. The shift is based in the “Science of Reading”.



Virginia Literacy Partnerships, 2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The term “Science of Reading” is incredibly common in the education field. This approach to reading is best for all, necessary for some, and harmful for none. In the general classroom, this “Science of Reading” based approach means that we are spending more time providing direct instruction and productive practice. For interventionists, this means we need to be as structured and sequential as possible. For you, this means that reinforcement is done best when it is aligned with your specific student’s struggling areas.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To better reinforce students learning, it is important that we require students to use different parts of their brain.Reading is not natural. Reading requires participation and communication between multiple parts of the brain. We work to create pathways between these parts of the brain to allow the student to read - and then, smooth the pathways to become fluent and gain meaning from what is being read. When they’re working so hard to sound out/decode, they are not able to comprehend what they are reading.. Which is why fluency is important as well. Repetitions (the correct way) help to smooth the connections between the parts of the brain - and this is where you as parents come in. Tonight, we will give you ways to help your child practice and increase reps. 



Letter Sounds
0 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Letters don’t talk, letters spell. The sounds that letters make are what help us “sound out” or decode words. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is important not to add “uh” to the end of sounds. /y/ not yuh, /d/ not duh, /c/ not cuh, /w/ not wuh. At the end of this presentation, I will be showing you how to find a literacy website that has all of the correct sounds for you!



Three Ways to Help: Letter Sounds

Flashcards

Use the correct sounds

Focus on the sound, not 
the name of the letter

Review 5+ times per 
week

Games

Splat!

Bingo

Letter Hunts

Reading

Sound out words

Find sounds in books

Talk about irregularities

01 02 03

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The focus has to be on the sounds, not on the letter names. Research shows us that Letter Sound knowledge is a predictor of reading success, but that letter name knowledge is not as significant. S might spell /s/, but c does not spell /s/.. 

There are several ideas on this slide that the resources and explanations for are on the site that I will show you later. This will be the case for each of these categories. I am going to explain the resources that we have for you today - which is the game “Splat!” (thanks Tylee for cutting that out). Explain splat! Explain the letter sound motions. 



Decoding
0 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Decoding is the process of sounding out words. While there are some words in our language that are not decodable, most are. It’s important that we learn these rules.



Three Ways to Help: Decoding

Gam es

Roll & Read

Star Power

Flip It

Passages

Homework

Library Books

Decodables

Feedback
Correct one part, don’t 

give the word

The student does the 
work

“Sound it out” 
& “slow down”

01 02 03

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The words that your student needs practice decoding will be different, depending on where they are at in their literacy journey. Your child’s teacher may send home books or passages for them to work on reading. These “decodables” will focus on a specific set of words that can be practiced in isolation/outside of sentence reading. Some of the ways to practice these is through the games listed here. 

At the table in the back, there will be an opportunity to gather materials for a roll and read. Explain that. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Feedback is critical. We want to see their brains working, not ours.

J a z > Jack… I didn’t hear /c/ when you were sounding it out. Try again.
T r e p > i spells /i/
Helps - heps… try one more time, you didn’t get all of the sounds in there. Use fingers to count sounds if needed. 



Encoding
(Spelling)

0 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many, if not most, of the questions I get from second grade parents revolve around the Friday spelling tests. For some kiddos, copying the words down over and over isn’t cutting it. We now know that isn’t the best way to help a student to spell or memorize. 



Three Ways to Help: Encoding

Dictat ion

Offer corrective feedback

Do not give answer

Regular practice

Medium Variety

Sand, playdough

Pen, marker

Wiki Stix

Charts

Words by spelling rule

Still dictation

Copying = not spelling

01 02 03

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is important to give the students their words and have them try to spell them on their own. Then, offer feedback that leads them to the correct answer, instead of giving it to them. They need to think carefully about their spelling words. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This can be done with the student writing the words out on a whiteboard. You may need more than two sections each week. 



Fluency
0 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fluency is the ability to read words with accuracy, at an appropriate rate and with appropriate expression. There are several components to fluency at the primary level, but high-frequency words do play a large role.



Three Ways to Help: Fluency

Passages

Repeated reads

Timers

Improve WCPM

High Frequency Words

Flash cards

Most can not be 
“sounded out”

Consistency

Partner Read

Model expression

Model rate

Choral reads

01 02 03

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is important to choose passages carefully when practicing fluency. They should not have to sound out every single word. When you are practicing fluency with passages or books, you can help them grow by having them read something a couple of times. You can model appropriate rate and expression, or read with them.
Your student may not be ready for sentence level reading. A great way to increase fluency for them is through memorization of high frequency words. Some of these words are irregular (can’t be sounded out), and some are just common. These words are also often referred to as heart words, sight words, etc.



Comprehension

0 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It has been said that the end goal of reading is comprehension. Comprehension is understanding or learning from what you have read. 



Three Ways to Help: Comprehension

Sum m ar izing

Main who/what

What happened to them

10 words or less

Conversation

Ask complex questions

“Why did they do that?”

“How is the problem 
solved?”

Vocabulary

Use new words

Teach new words

Relate new words to 
background knowledge

01 02 03

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Recent research indicates that the best way to help a student improve their comprehension is through summarizing. There will be bookmarks in the back to help you through this “paragraph shrinking” process, but the basics are here. 
Improving comprehension can also be as simple as asking more complex questions in conversation and by using new words. When students are exposed to and can use words in their “real life”, they are more likely to make connections and use them appropriately.



Literacy Site: Link

Many of the resources that you may take 
home today are included on this site, or are 
being offered in addition to these 
resources. 

Everything on this site is free!

Literacy At Home

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Handwriting

https://sites.google.com/madisonschools.k12.va.us/literacy-at-home/home




Tonight’s Schedule

● What is the “Science of 
Reading”?

● How can I help my 
student read?

● Visit Stations
● Eat Pizza
● Free Books!
● Library cards

● Ms. Graham will 
read a bedtime 
story in the 
cafeteria at 6:40p.

LEARN EXPLORE LISTEN

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now, you will be travelling around to gather resources. If for any reason we run out of a resource, we will take a note down to get it to you. At the fluency table, there will be options. Dr. Jones will help you understand which resource is best for your student. For example, if you have a Kindergartener, she will likely give you Kindergarten level high-frequency words. If you have a second grade student who is reading, she will likely give you the passages to practice in that way. 
At the decoding table, it is similarly divided by grade/level. 

Please take any resources that you will USE and enjoy!
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