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Students attend Physical Education two times per week. Each
of these scheduled classes is forty minutes. In addition, they
attend a Movement in Music class once a week for forty
minutes. Movement in Music is another opportunity for
students to participate in an activity that enhances their
personal fitness level.

Students can also benefit from participation opportunities in
the community. Participation in community activities for
children (sports, dance, recreation, etc.) will reinforce the
concept and importance of healthy lifelong habits that they
learn in school.

Computer Technology

All second grade students are provided with 1-to-1devices.
Students are engaged with developmentally appropriate
technology integration to develop their communication,
collaboration, critical thinking, and creative skills as dictated
by the NYS Computer Science and Digital Fluency Standards
for 2nd grade students.
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LITERACY

As a school district, one of our most important responsibilities
is ensuring every child becomes a confident, capable reader.
To support this goal, we are placing a strong focus on the
Science of Reading, a body of research that helps us
understand how children learn to read and what teaching
methods are most effective.

What Is the Science of Reading?

The Science of Reading refers to decades of research from
education, psychology, linguistics, and neuroscience. This
research confirms that reading is not something that comes
naturally; it must be taught in an explicit and systematic way.
It also shows us that all students benefit from direct
instruction in areas like:

e Phonological Awareness — awareness of speech sounds -
phonemic awareness is the ability to identify and
manipulate sounds

e Phonics — systematically matching sounds with the letters
that represent the sounds

e Fluency - reading with accuracy, speed, and expression

e Vocabulary — knowing the meaning of words

e Comprehension — constructing meaning and making
inferences of what is read

e Oral Language — includes speaking and listening,
providing the foundation for written language

These “Big 6” are essential building blocks for literacy
success.
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Why This Matters for Your Child

We are committed to making sure every student has the skills
they need to read well. When students struggle with reading
early on, it can affect their confidence and learning across all
subjects. By aligning our instruction with the Science of
Reading, we are making sure our teachers have the tools,
training, and resources they need to meet every reader where
they are and help them grow.

What You Can Expect

In the coming months and years, you may notice shifts in how
reading is taught. This may include:
e More time spent on foundational reading skills in early
grades
e Evidence-based phonics programs and structured
reading routines
e Clearer supports for struggling readers based on student
data
» Stronger professional development for our teachers
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Churchville-Chili Elementary Physical Education is a
sequential program based on the NYS Standards. It is viewed
as an integral part of our students' day and is a valuable
component of a well-rounded education with an emphasis
on health and wellness. The goal for all students is for them to
become lifelong learners who strive to incorporate the values
of health, wellness, and an active lifestyle in their everyday
lives.

Our program is based on the acquisition of knowledge,
personal fitness, skill development, and participation in
activities that are taught in an active, student-centered
environment. Students are challenged to do their best and
develop a foundation of healthy lifelong habits.

At the K-2level, a focus on teaching and learning is placed
on the following:

e The health-related components of physical fitness
(cardiovascular endurance, muscle strength, muscle
endurance, and flexibility)

e Skillful and safe movement

e Promoting teamwork and sportsmanship

e Encourage mental, social, and physical wellness of each
student

e Encourage participation opportunities in the community



Music

A general music program is offered in two forty-minute
sessions per week in kindergarten through second grade.
Students explore a variety of music skills while participating in
many different classroom activities. These activities are all
part of the Churchville—Chili General Music curriculum which
is based on NYS Music Education Standards.

Art

The Grade 2 Art Curriculum is based on the New York State
Standards for the Arts. The units in this course are designed to
be taught to build upon previously studied skills and concepts
including organic and geometric shapes, line, texture, color
and 3-D media. The units will include figures, landscapes, still
life and design. The course is based upon 40 minute class
which meets once a week. Various art media will be explored
and built upon. Art helps broaden creative thinking and
problem-solving abilities and helps students to become risk-
takers.

What Can Parents Do?

Your partnership is essential. You can support your child by:

¢ Reading with them daily

e Talking about the stories you read together

e Encouraging them to sound out unfamiliar words

e Staying in touch with your child’s teacher about their
progress

If you would like more detailed information regarding grade-
specific standards, scan this QR code:




Grade 2 math focuses on building deep understanding of the
math concepts listed below, building math fact fluency in
addition and subtraction, and learning to apply these
concepts and skills to different real-world situations.

EnVision Mathematics is the district resource, which can be
accessed by following the instructions provided to you by
your child’s teacher.

Second-grade students will learn:

e To read, write, and compare numbers to 1000, and
understand ones, tens, and hundreds

e To add and subtract within 1000 using a variety of
strategies

e To explain why addition and subtraction strategies work

e To mentally find 10 or 100 more, or 10 or 100 less than a
given number

e To measure and estimate lengths using inches, feet,
centimeters, and meters

e To organize, represent and interpret data with picture
graphs, bar graphs, and line plots

e To identify shapes

e To partition shapes and discuss equal shares of shapes
(halves, thirds, etc)

Library

Second-grade students come to the library on a weekly basis
for library skills instruction and book exchange. Our goal is to
promote lifelong use of libraries and to foster a love of
reading that will accompany the children throughout their
lives. Furthermore, we aid students in developing the
necessary skills for utilizing high-quality, reliable sources for
both research and personal inquiry, while also teaching key
online safety and etiquette practices. We work to equip each
child with the knowledge, motivation, and ability to become
successful users and creators of information in a variety of
print and digital formats.

Key skills include...

« Differentiating between different types of books/stories,
and identifying those of personal interest.

e Developing core practices for using the internet in a safe,
respectful, and responsible manner.

e Utilizing print sources, websites, digital encyclopedias, and
online databases for research and personal inquiry.

e Using the online library catalog, TLC, to independently
search for and locate items of interest in the library.

e Creating expressions of learning in a variety of print,

artistic, and digital formats.




What parents can do?

e Read to your child daily

¢ Expose your child to services in our community (library,
grocery store, mall, fire and police departments, postal
services, and government)

¢ Involve your child in planning vacations by discussing
where you are going and how you are going to get there

e Consider planning a visit to Washington D.C.

» While driving in the car, identify places and symbols in the
community

Health

Our Health Curriculum builds skills based on the Second Step
Program. In addition, our program provides cuiiciit
knowledge, fosters skill development, and helps students
develop positive attitudes toward making healthy choices.

Second-grade students may learn:
« Personal safety/hygiene
o Nutrition: Making healthy food/octivity choices
e Human growth and development
e Character Education

A consultant from Bivona delivers the Monique Burr
Foundation’s Child Safety Matters Curriculum.

Math Practices

Across the grade levels, the New York State Next Generation
Learning Standards for Mathematics stress the importance of
mathematical practices crucial to the development of critical
thinking. These are:

e Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

e Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

e Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of

others.

e Model with mathematics.

» Use appropriate tools strategically.

e Attend to precision.

e Look for and make use of structure.

e Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

What can parents do?

The most important thing that parents can do to help their
children succeed in math is to model a positive attitude!
Resist the urge to share that “I was never very good at math.”
Solve everyday problems involving money, measurement,
and ask your child to explain their thinking. Give mental math
problems, such as adding 10 or 100 to any given number. Skip
count by 2's, 3's but try starting with a number other than one
(Ex: 7,10,13,16,..). Have fun!
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The foundation of the Churchville-Chili School District
Elementary Science Program is an inquiry-based approach,
which supports the premise that children learn best through
active participation. Students are introduced to scientific
methods and use them to engage in hands-on, “mind-on”
activities that inspire them to discover scientific knowledge
through observation, experimentation, and problem-solving.

Second-grade students will learn:

e Plants disperse seeds and what adult plants need to
survive and thrive

e Animal biodiversity, habitats, and surrounding
environment

e Water and erosion shape Earth’s surface

e Structures and properties of materials and matter and
how they are useful

Science Related Kits
e Plant and Animal Adventures
e Work of Water
e Material Magic

What can parents do?

e Watch and discuss nature/science related TV shows with
your child

e Go to a beach or state park to observe impacts of water
on landscape

 Categorize toys/objects by their characteristics

» Make slime or playdough (or even bake!)
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Social Studies

The focus of social studies in second grade is on
communities in the United States. Topics covered include the
purposes of the rules and laws in communities and how
communities change over time. Geography skills are also
included as students continue to develop an understanding
of how to read a map. Civics and citizenship is an ongoing
theme throughout the year.

Second-grade students will learn:
e The differences and changes among rural, urban, and
suburban communities
e Geography of various communities
¢ Community needs, wants, and resources
e The importance of our nation—as a community
e The importance of rules, rights, and responsibility
e Resolving conflicts





