
February 10, 2026

Senior Information Night
BISHOP O’CONNELL HIGH SCHOOL



The Month of May at a Glance

Sunday, May 3 - Mother-Son Mass & Brunch

May 4-15 - AP Exams

Sunday, May 17 - Baccalaureate Mass*

Thursday, May 21 - Prom
May 26-27 - Mandatory Graduation Rehearsals*

Tuesday, May 26 - Senior Academic & Graduation Awards Night 

Thursday, May 28 - Graduation*

May 28-29 - All-Night Grad Party (sponsored by PTO)

*Student attendance is required



Early May – Mother-Son Event

Save the Date! 
Sunday, May 3

Senior Mother-Son Mass & Brunch

10:00 a.m. - Mass in the IHM Chapel
Followed by Brunch in the school cafeteria

Attire is “Sunday Best”

Look for an invitation to arrive in March/April.



Early May - AP Exams 

MON TUES WED THURS FRI

May 4

Biology

Latin

European History

Microeconomics

May 5

Chemistry

Human Geography

US Govt. & Politics

May 6

English Lit & Comp

Comparative Gov & Pol

AP Physics 1 

May 7

Statistics

May 8

U.S. History

Macroeconomics

May 11

Calculus AB

Calculus BC

Music Theory

May 12

French 

Precalculus

Psychology

May 13

English Lang. & Comp.

Physics C: Mech 

Spanish Lit. & Culture

May 14

Art History

Spanish Lang. & Culture

Computer Sci Principles

Physics C: E&M

May 15

Environmental Science

Computer Science A



Friday, May 8 - College Decisions and 
Scholarship Information

Naviance - Students are reminded to keep their counselor and their Naviance 
account updated with all college decisions. 

College Scholarships/Grants/Honors – The graduation program includes a 
listing of all earned college scholarships and honors. 

The deadline to have yours included in the printed program is May 8. 
Email or provide hard copies (on college letterhead) to Mrs. Canfield 
in the counseling office at pcanfield@bishopoconnell.org.

mailto:pcanfield@bishopoconnell.org


Your Student’s Counselor

Senior Counselors:

Ms. Beverly Fuller (bfuller@bishopoconnell.org)
Ms. Kate Healy (khealy@bishopoconnell.org)

Dr. Tracey Leipold (tleipold@bishopoconnell.org)

Dr. Daniel Stabile (dstabile@bishopoconnell.org)

Patty Canfield, Administrative Assistant (pcanfield@bishopoconnell.org)

mailto:khealy@bishopoconnell.org
mailto:tleipold@bishopoconnell.org


Wednesday, May 13 – Baccalaureate Practice

May 13 – Regular school day. Seniors participate in Baccalaureate 
practice during Knight Time and 3rd Period. 

• Full school uniform 

• Graduation Caps, Tassels and Gowns will be distributed

• Class photo in caps and gowns follows practice



Sunday, May 17 - Baccalaureate Mass

May 17 - Baccalaureate Mass in the Auditorium

• Attendance is mandatory for all seniors.
• Students arrive no later than 8:20 AM – Report to the gym to line up.
• Attire – Sunday Best with graduation gown (no cap) – Dress shirts and ties for 

boys, dress shoes for all students (no sneakers)
• Mass begins at 9:00 a.m.
• Mass is followed by reception with light refreshments 

in atrium and cafeteria. 



Week of May 20-24

Tuesday, May 19 – Last Day of Classes for Seniors
Reminder – Save a perfect uniform for grad practice at Shrine the next 
week.

Thursday, May 21 – Senior Prom
• On the Potomac - “Spirit of Washington”  
• Includes dinner and dancing
• Students arrive at 7:00 PM, Boat returns to dock at 11:00 PM
• Tickets will be sold beginning May 4.
• All outside guests must be approved ahead of time.



Graduation Week – Tuesday, May 26

Graduation practice at O’Connell – Mandatory for all Seniors
• Arrive at Auditorium at 10:00 AM

• Dress holiday (school dress holiday rules apply)

• Graduation tickets distributed

• Yearbooks handed out

Senior Academic & Graduation Awards Night – 7:00 PM
• Auditorium

• Families invited

• Appropriate dress (Church clothes) 



Graduation Week – Wednesday, May 27

Graduation Practice at the Shrine – Mandatory for all seniors

• Arrive at 7:20 a.m. to load buses

• Attire - Full perfect school uniform

• Students travel together by bus to and from this practice.



Graduation Day – Thursday, May 28

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, DC

• Ceremony begins at 12:00 p.m.

• Graduates report no later than 11:00 a.m.

• Seniors are required to wear Sunday best (Dress shirts and ties for boys, dress 
shoes for all students – dress shoes, NO sneakers) along with caps (with tassels), 
and gown.

• No embellishment to gowns or caps is allowed. Only school-sponsored 
honor society cords may be worn.

• No noise-makers, signs, or balloons for graduates or guests.



• Each graduate will receive an allotment of five (5) general admissions tickets.

• Parents can email graduation@bishopoconnell.org to request extra tickets. All 
members of the graduate’s immediate family will be able to attend. 

• Tickets are REQUIRED for admission to the Shrine. Please note that this is a 2.5+ 
hour reverent event and it may not be an ideal atmosphere for small children.

• Seating is general admission, first come, first served.

• Parking at the Shrine is limited and city traffic can be difficult. Plan to arrive 
with plenty of time to spare.

• Graduates’ siblings, who currently attend O'Connell, are encouraged 
to sign up to be ushers at graduation.

• The program will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel.

Graduation Ticket Information

mailto:graduation@bishopoconnell.org


Special Seating at Graduation

Please let us know by May 1 of the following:

• Legacy Graduate? Is either parent (or grandparent) a Bishop O’Connell graduate?

• Do you have family members who will require accessible seating?

Please email graduation@bishopoconnell.org as early as possible.

mailto:graduation@bishopoconnell.org


May 28 – All-Night Grad Party
Hosted by the PTO

● Venue – The St. James Sports Complex (6805 Industrial Rd in Springfield)

● A parent volunteer-driven safe, supervised celebration for our seniors in an 
alcohol-free and drug-free environment. 

● Every senior is encouraged to attend and spend one last night together as a class—
includes swimming, basketball, games, music, food, prizes, and much more! 

● The success of this event hinges on parent support and volunteers. Please 
say “yes,” and find a way to be a part of this event. 

● Contact PTO@bishopoconnell.org.

mailto:PTO@bishopoconnell.org


Yard Signs!

Class of 2026 Yard Signs - The PTO will be offering 
official DJO yard signs to our graduating seniors.  



Senior Deadlines – Now!

Christian Service Deadline – THIS FRIDAY, Feb. 13
Miss Katie Hofer, Christian Service Coordinator
Service@bishopoconnell.org

Overnight Retreat (Kairos, Renew, Camden) 

Mr. Fitzpatrick , Director of Campus Ministry 

Ministry@bishopoconnell.org

Senior Yearbook Ad Deadline - THIS THURSDAY, Feb. 12

Link on senior page and in the Weekly KnightLine

mailto:Service@bishopoconnell.org
mailto:Ministry@bishopoconnell.org


Find the Senior 2026 Information on our 
School Website – Bishopoconnell.org

Bishopoconnell.org/seniors2026



Stay Informed

Bishopoconnell.org/seniors2026

Questions? Contact us at graduation@bishopoconnell.org

(703) 237-1410

https://www.bishopoconnell.org/parents/senior-parent-information-2023
mailto:graduation@bishopoconnell.org


Q & A

These slides and recording will be made 
available next week.
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