
SANTA MONICA - MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Virtual Independent Study Educational Program (ISP) 
Part 1 - For Parents of Prospective ISP Students 

Application Packet - Grades 9-12 

Overview: 

The Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District Independent Study Program (ISP) is a 
voluntary, alternative instructional model for students whose needs may be best met through 
study outside of the traditional classroom setting. 

SMMUSD offers a Virtual Independent Study Educational Program for Grades 9 through 12 
only. The ISP program is not a separate school; it is part of your child's secondary school 
campus. Independent study for each student is under the general supervision of a district 
teacher and is coordinated, evaluated, and documented, as prescribed by law and reflected 
in SMMUSD Board Policy and Administrative Regulation 6158. 

In general, success in ISP requires motivation and a strong commitment on the part of the 
student and their parents/guardians. Also, sufficient organizational skills and academic 
preparation are required in order for students to work successfully in an independent manner. 
Students are expected to be able to access the curriculum, meet standards, participate in 
teacher directed activities and experiences, and make appropriate academic progress while 
participating in the Independent Study Program. 

Please note, this is not the form for Independent Study - Physical Education (ISPE). Please 
contact your school for information on this program. Please complete this application packet 
only if you are interested in enrolling your child in SMMUSD's Virtual Independent Study 
Educational Program. Please complete one form per child you are interested in enrolling. 

This application packet (Part 1) is intended for parents of prospective ISP students. 
The application packet includes the application timeline and forms. The packet also includes 

ISP program information, ISP course information, and Frequently Asked Questions. 
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Required Application Documents and Process: 

Step 1: Program Interest and Application 
• Attend an Optional Interest Session

o March 3, 2026, 6:00pm, via Zoom (https://smmk12.zoom.us/j/87298482292)
• Read the Application Packet and FAQ's
• Submit the Application Form and Verifying Signatures and Voluntary Statement

o Deadline: March 27, 2026
• School Sites Will Inform Parents/Guardians of Approval/Denial Prior to April 20, 2026

Step 2: Program Enrollment (For Students Approved to ISP) 
• Attend a Required Enrollment Session

o April 28, 2026, 6:00pm, via Zoom (Link will be emailed)
• Complete and Submit the Written Agreement at an In-Person Meeting with ISP Team

o Santa Monica High, Room E200: April 29, 2026, 4:00-6:00
o Malibu High, Room A232: April 30, 2026, 1 :00-3:00

Step 3: Program Student Orientation and Onboarding 
• First Day of School with ISP teachers via Zoom, August 20, 2026

Application Timeline: 

2026-2027 School Year Application Window: 
Opens March 9, 2026, Closes: March 27, 2026 

How to Submit Completed Application Forms: 

• Email completed fillable PDF application to ISPapplication@smmusd.org by the
deadline, March 27, 2026.

The school site will inform parents/guardians of the application approval/denial prior to April 20, 2026. The site 
administrator, or designated committee, will review each application and determine if the student meets the 
necessary eligibility requirements and will benefit from participation in this alternative educational program. 

During the application window, ISP applications are available on all secondary school websites. The school site 
administrator is responsible for informing new and returning students of the availability of ISP applications. Students 
must apply every year for the Virtual Independent Study Program. 

Applications will only be accepted up until the due date, or within the first three weeks of the school year for students 
newly enrolled to SMMUSD. Newly enrolled students who begin ISP after the first day of school will be responsible 
for making up prior coursework during days missed due to late enrollment into ISP. 

If there is an exceptional circumstance that requires consideration for enrollment to ISP outside of the application 
window, parents must contact their school site counselor and school site administrator responsible for ISP. 
Transitioning to ISP after the start of a semester is disruptive and often not in the best interest of students. Late 
requests are often denied or deferred to the next semester. 
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Eligibility Criteria: 

SMMUSD's Virtual ISP Program is an alternative instructional strategy where students work 
independently offering flexibility to meet individual student's needs, interests, and styles of 
learning. Students who desire a more personalized educational experience, or whose health or 
other personal circumstances make classroom attendance difficult, are often most successful. 

To initially participate in ISP: 
1. Student must currently be enrolled in an SMMUSD school and maintain residency within

SMMUSD boundaries.
2. Student must be in grades 9-12 during the upcoming school year.
3. Student must demonstrate the motivation, commitment, organizational skills, and academic skills

necessary to work independently.
4. Student's academic performance must be at grade level.
5. Student's classroom attendance is difficult due to a particular challenge, such as a health issue

(this not referring to temporary disabilities where students are unable to attend school for 10 or
more days; this would be considered Home Hospital Instruction), lack of strong connections, or a
need to work (i.e. child actors). Or, the student would benefit from a higher degree of flexibility
and individualization (i.e students with a special interest or aspiring Olympic athletes).

6. If applicable, the student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) program must specifically
provide for participation in ISP. The IEP meeting to discuss the request for ISP, and determine if
FAPE can be provided in ISP, must occur prior to completing the written agreement conference.

To maintain participation in ISP (Grades 9-12): 
1. Student must complete the assigned courses utilizing a program delivered online (Subject.com)

via synchronous and asynchronous instruction.
2. Student must earn "attendance credit" for 90% of equivalent days over a 4-week period, based on

work completion and attendance at live sessions. Students are expected to spend as much time
on their schooling in the Independent Study Program as they would for in-person learning.

3. Student must attend a minimum of 2 live sessions (via zoom or in-person) weekly, minimum of 60
minutes. Missing more than 4 out of 8 sessions a month may result in removal from the program.

4. May not fall below the level of satisfactory progress, D or F grades, as determined by the teacher.
5. May not miss more than 6 assignments per course, over a two week period.
6. Must take mid-term and final exams each semester, in-person.
7. Must maintain academic honesty. Each student's course grade must reflect their own work and

knowledge.
8. Must meet all additional terms of the written agreement.
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