Stages of What a Child Can Draw
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Stages of Letter Formation
straight lines L, I, E,F, H, T
curves C, O, Q

diagonal A, N, M



TEACH LETTERS
iIn handwriting
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DEVELOPMENTAL TEACHING ORDER

The HWT teaching order is planned to help children leam handwriting skills in the easiest, most efficient way.
If's alse devalopmentally plonned o shart with @ review of the easy lathers: the capitals. They are the first lethers
childnen leam, Your first graders probobly know them, but you want 1o be sure they print them correctly. The
capital teaching order will hele you teach:

1. Comect formation: ANl copitals shart ot the fop. Strokes are mada in the comect sequence.
2. Coavect crientation: Mo revarsals,

To do this, start by teaching leflers in groups on Gray Blocks,
Frog Jump Capitals These letters start at the top left comer with a big line on the lef.
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Canter Stares € © Q O siort with a Magic C stroke. The geod hobits children
COGGS AITJ’ lesum here with €0 § T T will make learming ¢ o 2 % j much

easier. There will be no problems with stroke direction or reversals,
The lewercase teaching order promotes similar success:

1. Good habits for letier farmation: All lowarcose latars [axcept d and &) bagin at the fop.

2. Correct placement: The 1all, small, and descending lefters are in proportion and placed comectly.
3. Carrect orieniation: Mo b - d confusion, mo g- q confusion, no reversed lefers!

To do this, the letiers are tought in thase groups:
The first five lemers are exoctly like their capitals, bt just smaller.

What an easy sort| Just bring your good habits from capitals,
A + Lowercase tis mode like T, it's just crossed lower.

Thasa high Fregquency lefters begin with e fomiliar it €.
a d 3 Slarting with € phaced comectly pulwlldrenrmknﬁcplmﬂu
d 1all and g descending.

uile I k ; Here are the e of the vowel: u i e Letens u k y j ore familiar
}! J fram copitals. The fecus will ba on carebul placement and size.

Thay divel They shart with the same patiern: dive down, come up,
l:) rnm |‘l |3 ywim owverl We ovoid b - d confusion by ssparating the lesiers and
teaching them in different groups.

i Finalby #1 Lester § has o fricky stort. Leter g is taught here o owoid
g~ qeonhision. Letiers & ond 2 are familiar, but infrequenty used.

Stages of Writing Formation



Stages of Emergent Writing

Description Example

Drawing Drawings that represent writing ¥ ,/

Seribbling :::::rrmmribblas the child intends to , . 5 \

Wavy scribbles that imitate cursive
writing and have a left-to-right
progression; child pretends to write _
words e

Wavy scribbles or mock handwriting

Letters and marks that resemble \ b | . B

Letter-like forms or mock letters T AR

Strings of letters that do not create AT \ N 20
Letter strings words, written left to right, including A | A\ \ |
uppercase and lowercase letters '

Letters with spaces in between to e [~~~
resemble words; letters/words copied L Lt J r'\u,.\!
from environmental print; letters often o

reversed

Transitional writing

Different ways to represent the sounds B
in words; the first letter of the word L. L ST E
or beginning and ending sounds ( % S
represent the entire word e

Invented or phonetic spelling

Words with beginning, middle, and

ending letter sounds; short phrases l!\ A O f\\f []

Correct spelling of words, generally
the childs name and words such . ™
as mom and dad; sentences with A [ =
punctuation and correct use of
uppercase and lowercase letters

Beginning word and phrase writing

Conventional s pelling and
sentence writing




