






BAKING A CAKE



IDEA – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
This is the title of the federal law that establishes the
educational benefits and services to which students
are entitled, and for which local educational agencies
are responsible.



EDUCATIONAL BENEFIT

Educational benefit means that your child is
making meaningful progress in their learning
based on the goals and services in their IEP.
It’s about showing growth in the areas that
are important for your child’s success, such
as academics, communication, behavior, and
independence.



THE IEP

 Individualized Education Program
The IEP describes the plan for the
student’s educational program,
including current performance levels,
student goals, and the educational
placement and other services the
student will receive.

IEP



WHAT TO EXPECT BEFORE THE IEP MEETING



Purpose of the assessment: To gather information
about your child’s strengths and areas of need.
Legal requirement: IDEA (Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act) requires schools to
assess in all areas related to suspected disability.
Parent role: Parents will share concerns so the
assessment plan covers the right areas.

ASSESSMENT OF CHILD



Standardized tests (compare child to age/grade
peers)
Observations (in class, playground, or
structured settings)
Interviews and rating scales (teachers,
parents, sometimes the child)
Work samples and records review (schoolwork,
prior interventions, report cards, medical history)

TYPES OF ASSESSMENT



Initial Evaluation to determine Eligibility for
Special Education: 60 calendar days* after
receipt of signed assessment plan

TIMELINE

*Paused for school breaks in excess of 5 school days



Review the assessment plan carefully. Does it cover all your concerns?
Write down observations about your child’s strengths, challenges, and
behaviors at home.
Communicate openly with the school about medical or outside evaluation
reports (speech therapy, counseling, etc.).
Keep copies of everything you sign and receive.

TIPS FOR PARENTS BEFORE THE
IEP MEETING



WHAT TO EXPECT DURING THE IEP MEETING



TEAM MEMBERS
Introductions 

Parents/Guardians
Education Specialist
General Education Teacher
LEA Representative
School Psychologist
Speech Language Pathologist
Occupational Therapist
Etc. 



PURPOSE OF THE MEETING

Purpose of the Meeting
Eligibility Determination (Initial IEP Meeting)
Plan Review/Annual IEP Meeting
Re-evaluation/Triennial Review
Transition



COMPONENTS OF THE IEP
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PRESENT LEVELS

Present levels drive many parts
of the IEP. It gives a snapshot
in time of your child's present

levels of academic achievement
and functional performance.

Present levels identify
strengths and areas of need.



EXAMPLE OF PRESENT LEVEL STATEMENT

Strengths → enjoys stories,
knows sight words

Data → reading rate and accuracy
compared to grade-level
expectation

Needs → struggles with accuracy
and word attack skills

Impact → affects comprehension
and independence

Ethan is a 3rd-grade student who enjoys
listening to stories and can identify sight
words at grade level. On a recent oral
reading assessment, Ethan read 52
words per minute with 8 errors. The
grade-level expectation is 100 words per
minute with no more than 3 errors. Ethan
sometimes guesses at words instead of
sounding them out, which affects his
accuracy and comprehension. With
teacher support and repeated practice,
he is beginning to self-correct when
errors are pointed out.



PARENT INPUT 



WHAT ARE TRANSITION SERVICES?

Helps prepare for college, career, independent
living, and community involvement.
Includes student voice, your child’s interests,
strengths, and goals guide the plan
















































