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The purpose of this policy is to protect the rights of students pursuant to Rhode Island 

General Law, Title 16-38-6 and related laws which prohibit the involvement of students 

in commercial activities.  By design, such laws address the potential harm of subjecting 

students to influential advertisement campaigns or presenting an expectation that a stu-

dent must participate in some financial or personal way in an activity that does not di-

rectly relate to the district instructional goals. 

 

This policy also provides an authorized student group the latitude which is necessary for 

it to raise money to support the activities which it sponsors.  Student groups may raise 

funds, solicit, or receive gifts for use at the discretion of that group within the limits of 

this policy and in accordance with any federal, state and local policy. Students, however 

are prohibited from raising money for another organization where control of expenditures 

of that money resides with the non-student organization. 

 

No individual, group or organization for whatever purpose shall solicit, exact or receive 

from any pupil in any school any contribution or gift of money or article of value except 

under the conditions within this policy. 

 

No teacher in any school shall solicit or receive from students, subscriptions, including 

digital/online, for any newspaper, periodical, or magazine or act as agent directly or indi-

rectly for the distribution of such publication in the Lincoln Public Schools.   

 

Given the interest in and the educational value of engaging students in community ser-

vice, the following guidelines should direct any fund raising event authorized in the 

school district: 

 

• The request must have the endorsement of the Superintendent and the building 

Principal. 

• The fund raising event or activity must demonstrate educational value appropriate 

for the grade level(s) and be consistent with other relevant District policies (ex. JU 

Wellness Policy) 

• Student participation must be voluntary. 

• The fundraising activity will conform to the conditions outlined on the Lincoln 

Public Schools Student Fundraising form. 

• The activity must conform to all State laws and other relevant School Committee 

policies. 

• Students are prohibited from door-to-door selling or solicitation 

• Fundraising by authorized student groups is permissible only under the supervi-

sion of a designated Administrator, Advisor or Coach who shall be responsible for 

all record keeping, collection of the monies, planning and implementation.  Rec-

ords shall be made available to the School Department upon request. 
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• The Superintendent reserves the right to deny any request for reasons of non-con-

formance to the above guidelines or excessive distraction to the school priorities of 

instruction and management. 

 

Pupils, parents and other patrons of the School Department shall be discouraged from 

presenting gifts to district employees. The School shall consider, as always welcome, and 

in most cases more appropriate than gifts, the writing of letters to staff members express-

ing gratitude or appreciation.  When a pupil feels a spontaneous desire to present a gift to 

a staff member, the gift shall not be elaborate or unduly expensive. 

 

No teacher shall accept any fee, or gift from the child or the child’s family for tutoring 

any child regularly under his/her instruction. 
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