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SHERMAN ISD RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REDUCE OR ELIMINATE COURSES AND/OR PROGRAMS DUE TO LACK OF ENROLLMENT, CHANGES 
IN DISTRICT FACILITIES, OR FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS.  

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALTERATION DUE TO BOARD OR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION OR UNFORESEEN 
CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL CALENDAR OR OPERATIONS.  

SHERMAN ISD DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN, RACE, COLOR, SEX, RELIGION, DISABILITY, OR AGAINST 
ANY OTHER LEGALLY PROTECTED GROUP.  
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SEVEN YEAR PLANNING STARTS AT 
THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

While high school graduation might not be the first thing an incoming middle school student 
thinks about, it is important to consider when choosing classes. Middle school is the start of a 
child’s secondary education, and all SISD middle schools offer a variety of choices in 
academics, fine arts, and athletics that can build the foundation for success at the high school. 
When making class selections, it is recommended that you consider how those classes will 
lead to success at the high school. Think of it as a seven-year plan for graduation that starts in 
6th grade.  

 
SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDENTS  
When selecting classes, keep in mind your interests and think about your areas of academic 
strength.  Do you like to read and write?  Maybe math is your thing?  How about science, do 
you love to learn about things like animals, cells, energy, and so on?  Those questions can help 
you determine the level of academic courses to pick (Advanced Academic (6-8) or On-level 
(6-8).  Knowing what electives to take may be a little confusing.  That is okay.  For ALL OF THE 
COURSES you are thinking about, read the course descriptions; talk to your current academic 
teacher(s); and talk to the elective or specials teacher(s) in your current grade level.  Most 
importantly, feel free to contact the middle school campus counselors.  We want you to feel 
informed and positive about the courses you have selected. 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTS  
When selecting classes, keep in mind your child’s abilities and interests.  Your child may not 
know what classes to pick for electives or what levels to pick for core academics.  That is 
okay.  Read the course descriptions, talk to your child’s current teacher(s), and feel free to 
contact the middle school campus counselors.  We want you to feel informed and positive 
about the courses your child has selected. 

  
Hours & Schedule: 
Middle School starts at 8:30 AM and ends at 4:15 PM. You will enroll in seven courses and 
move from class to class each day. Class periods are approximately 50 minutes. 6th graders 
usually have most of their classes in one area of the building, however, it’s a great idea to 
attend schedule pickup and locate your classes. On your schedule, you’ll see the order of your 
classes, the room number and the teacher for each course. MS staff will also be in the 
hallways to help you find your way around. Recess is replaced in middle school by your PE 
courses.  

 

For Bus Information Visit: Bus Routes  
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Lunch Information: 
Students will have a 30 minute lunch. 6th grade students typically will not have assigned 
seating. This arrangement will provide a great opportunity for you to meet new people from 
other elementary schools. Menus, nutritional information and the application for Free/Reduced 
lunch are available at Student Nutrition. Parents may add funds to their student’s school lunch 
account and review your lunch purchases at www.myschoolbucks.com 
 
School Supplies: 
In 6th grade, we want students to become even more comfortable managing their own 
supplies and materials. Both Piner and Sherman Middle provide the same general supply list. 
During the first week, your teachers will let you know if there are any specific supplies that you 
will need for the course. 
 
Grades:  
In 6th grade, your grades will be reported on a 100 point scale. A grade of 70 or better is 
considered passing. Your average will be composed of two types of grades: summative and 
formative. You can read more about grading in board policy EIA (LOCAL) and check your 
grades regularly at: Parent Portal 
 
Tutoring:  
Be sure to check with each teacher about tutoring opportunities. Tutoring is a great way to 
reinforce information you’ve been studying in class as well as to prepare for upcoming 
assignments. Most of our top students attend regular tutoring with their teacher and have a 
regular peer study group. 
 
Attendance, Dress Code & Technology:   
The Student Handbook contains information on attendance, dress code, technology use and 
much more! The guide is available at: Student Code of Conduct & Handbooks 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE 
INFORMATION  

All grade levels have seven class periods AND an Advisory/Intervention period 
NOTES: 

1.​ If a student does not pass the 5th, 6th or 7th grade STAAR math and reading assessments, they 
could be placed in an academic intervention class in lieu of elective classes. This will result in a 
student being assigned two math classes and/or two reading classes. 

2.​ Middle school students are required to receive instruction in technology applications and college 
and career exploration.  Students will be required to take a combined course (Technology 
Applications/College and Career Exploration) as one elective choice during 6th, 7th, or 8th grade.  

 
Sixth Grade:  Students will enroll in five required courses and have two elective choices for a total of 
seven classes.  

1.​ Mathematics ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 4. Social Studies​ ​ ​  
2.​ Science ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5. Physical Education or Pre-Athletics 
3.​ ELAR English/Reading (combined course)  

  ​ ​ ​ Elective Choice - Fine Arts Selection 
Elective Choice - 6th Grade Tech Apps/College & Career  

​ Reading Lab or Math Lab Class - Some students are assigned this class in lieu of an elective to 
meet their need for additional academic support.  

 

Seventh Grade:  Students will enroll in five required courses and have two elective choices for a 
total of seven classes.  

1.​ Mathematics ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 4. Social Studies​ ​ ​  
2.​ Science ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5. Physical Education or Pre-Athletics 
3.​ ELAR English/Reading (combined course)  

​ ​ ​ Elective One - Student Choice after guidance 
Reading Lab or Math Lab Lab Class - Some students are assigned this class in lieu of an 

elective to meet their need for additional academic support.  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Eighth Grade:  Students will enroll in four required courses and have three elective choices for a total 
of seven classes.  

1.​ Mathematics​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 4. U.S. History ​​ ​  
2.​ Science 
3.​ ELAR English/Reading (combined course) 

Elective One - Student Choice after guidance 
Elective Two - Student Choice after guidance​ ​ ​  

   Reading Lab or Math Lab Lab Class - Some students are assigned this class in lieu of an 
elective to meet their need for additional academic support.  
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OTHER COURSE INFORMATION 
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT COURSES AT MS 
8th Grade Options 
SISD Middle Schools offer multiple courses in the eighth grade for high school credit. Students 
must be able to perform at the academic level required of high school students. Since these 
are high school credit courses, the following are required: 
1.​ A semester final examination is required which counts one-seventh of the final semester 

grade. 
2.​ The semester grades are recorded on the student’s high school transcript. 
3.​ The final semester grades are used in computing the student’s high school GPA and 

determining class rank at graduation. 
4.​ Counselor approval is required for high school credit courses taken at the middle school.  

 
SPANISH I Advanced Academics ALGEBRA I 

SPANISH I FOR HERITAGE SPANISH 
SPEAKERS 

Principles of A/V Production (Bearcat News 
Network) 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural 
Resources 

Principles of Hospitality and Tourism 

Principles of Health Science Principles of Law, Public Safety, Corrections 
and Security 

 
ADVANCED ACADEMICS PROGRAM - AA (6TH, 7TH, & 8TH GRADES) 
SISD middle school students have the opportunity to participate in Advanced Academics 
classes in English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Foreign Language (for native speakers).  
These courses have prerequisites including the following: 

●​ Scoring at or above “Meets” level on previous year content area on the STAAR 
assessment  

●​ Maintaining A/B grades in content area for previous year 
●​ Scoring at or above “Meets” on the previous year content area Interim Assessments 
●​ Earning A/B grades on previous year district or campus common curriculum based 

assessments (CBA’s) 
Advanced courses are core academic courses that are aligned with the Advanced Placement 
courses offered at the high school level in which students do college level academic work. 
These courses use an advanced academic curriculum, with a higher rigor level, faster pacing, 
and more challenging assignments. Typically, successful advanced students are 
self-motivated, maintain A’s and high B’s in all subject areas, master all TEKS objectives, and 
are successful in simultaneously managing multiple tasks.  Students that are unable to 
successfully keep pace with a course will be put on probation and may be removed from the 
course. Parents/Guardians will be notified at 3 weeks of an academic concern. At 6 weeks 
placed on probation and at the 9-week grading period removed from the course if not 
successful.  
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ACADEMIC INTERVENTION PROGRAM  
(MATH AND READING LAB CLASSES) 
The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness is an important part of a student’s 
educational experience.  Therefore, students who do not score at the MEETS level of 
performance for the STAAR Reading and/or STAAR Math assessments may be enrolled in an 
academic intervention class to target specific areas of need.  This course is taken in lieu of an 
elective choice.  Classes are offered for mathematics and reading in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades.  
These courses are not elective courses.  Each course is a “placement course''.  This means it is 
at the discretion of administration to place students into one of these courses. 
 
SECTION 504 
Section 504 protects qualified individuals with disabilities who have physical or mental 
impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities. Major life activities 
include caring for one's self, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, working, performing 
manual tasks, and learning. Each campus in SISD has a 504 Coordinator designated by the 
principal. 
  
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Special education services are provided under state and federal guidelines to students who 
meet required eligibility. Special education offers specially designed instruction and a full 
continuum of services to meet student needs. Special education services are requested by 
initiating a referral through the Response to Intervention Committee, parent request, or outside 
school agencies.  Parents/guardians must sign consent prior to assessment and prior to 
placement. Each campus has an evaluator assigned by the special education director. 
 
SEX EDUCATION 
The State of Texas does not require instruction in sexual education, however the Sherman ISD 
Board of Trustees have agreed that it is a vital part of a complete education for the students in 
this district.  They also strongly support the parents' right to choose when it comes to certain 
educational programs in our schools.  That is why there is an opt in option for parents when it 
comes to their child being taught sexual education in an SISD school. 
In order to meet the state requirements for a sexual education curriculum; Sherman ISD, with 
recommendation from the SISD Student Health Advisory Council (SHAC), uses an SISD Board 
of Trustees approved program.  The SISD Board of Trustees requires an abstinence based 
program which does the following: 

●​ Presents abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice of behavior in relationship to all 
sexual activity for unmarried persons of school age; and 

●​ Directs adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence from sexual activity before 
marriage is the most effective way to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases; and 

●​ Emphasizes that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in preventing 
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and the emotional trauma associated with adolescent 
sexual activity; and 

●​ Devotes more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other behavior 
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Although this program covers developmentally appropriate social and emotional aspects of 
human sexuality, it also makes reference to human anatomy and reproduction from a scientific 
perspective.  As a result, this lesson is taught within the science classrooms in the seventh 
and/or eighth grades. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/ 
ATHLETICS/PRE-ATHLETICS 

The state of Texas requires two years of Physical Education during a three year period in 
middle school.  In SISD, Physical Education is an elective for sixth, seventh, or eighth grade 
students.  Students in grade 6 may select Pre-Athletics, and in grades 7 and 8 may select 
Athletics as a Physical Education substitute.  In order to enroll in Athletics, students must meet 
the following criteria: 

 
Sixth Grade Pre-Athletics: (no prerequisite) 
The Pre-Athletics PE course is designed to prepare 6th grade students for our Athletics 
program. This class is the first step for a student who plans on joining Athletics in 7th and/or 
8th grade. Students will learn the intervention, fundamentals, rules, offensive and defensive 
strategies, proper use of equipment, as well as the expectations of our Athletics program and 
UIL Sports. This course focuses on the skill requirements for the following sports: football , 
volleyball, basketball, soccer, track and tennis.  This course is separated for UIL designated 
boys and girls sports. *Does not require a physical examination. 

  
Seventh Grade: 

1.​ Must be enrolled as a 7th grade student in an SISD middle school. 
2.​ Have a physical examination conducted by a medical doctor after May 1st, 2026. 
3.​ Submit the physical examination form to the campus office by August 17th, 2026. 
4.​ Complete the required UIL forms.   

7th grade athletes practice in the morning before school & parents must provide 
transportation. 
 
Eighth Grade: 

1.​ Must be enrolled as an 8th grade student in an SISD middle school. 
2.​ Have a physical examination conducted by a medical doctor after May 1st, 2026. 
3.​ Submit the physical examination form to the campus office by August 17th, 2026. 
4.​ Complete the required UIL forms.  
5.​ Approval by the campus coaching staff. 

8th grade athletes practice in the afternoon after school and parents must provide 
transportation. 

Students who do not meet any of the above criteria are subject to not being enrolled in athletics. Athletic 
participation is a privilege, not a right, and student athletes are held to a higher standard of conduct through the 
Athletic Code of Conduct. Any questions concerning participation should be addressed to the specific coach or 
campus athletic coordinator. If removed from athletics, their schedule is subject to change. 
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ENGLISH COURSES 
NOTE:  Second Language Students receiving support through the English as a Second Language (ESL) program 
will be placed in an ESL class based on their level of language acquisition.  This class will be in addition to their 
ELAR class. 

 
6​th​ English Language Arts & Reading 
(ELAR) 
ELAR06 
 
The sixth grade ELAR program incorporates a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction reading materials including novels, 
short stories, poetry, and research strategies. Areas of 
focus include basic literary elements, vocabulary 
development and reading strategies to help students 
become competent and confident readers in a variety of 
genres. In addition, students will respond to literature 
thoroughly, thoughtfully, and extensively throughout the 
year. Process oriented writing is modeled, along with 
editing and grammar instruction to provide a well-rounded 
curriculum. 

6th​ AA English Language Arts & 
Reading (ELAR) 
ELAR06AA 
 
Students will learn advanced academic strategies that 
include reading with a more critical eye, annotating, note 
taking, and responding to and analyzing literature while 
citing textual evidence. Students will increase the level of 
complexity in their reading as well as broaden their 
knowledge of literary texts and quality authors. In addition, 
there is also a focus on grammar and composition 
intervention with an emphasis on supporting a thesis, 
interpretation, evaluation, and reflection. Students enrolled 
in AA should expect to have homework on a daily basis. 
Students are expected to have scored at least a MEETS 
standard on the 5th grade Reading STAAR or receive a 
teacher recommendation. 
 
6th GT AA English Language Arts & 
Reading (ELAR) 
ELAR06GTAA 
 
GT AA ELAR covers the same required content as the 6th 
grade AA ELAR course, but often uses choice assignments 
and various other methods to meet the needs of the GT 
population. Students identified as GT should expect a fast 
paced course with project based learning opportunities 
throughout the year.   
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an AA course. 

 
 

7th English Language Arts & Reading 
(ELAR) 
ELAR07 
 
Seventh grade ELAR is a course designed to focus on 
reading, grammar, and writing. The reading part of this 
course uses various types of text, both fiction and 
non-fiction, to expose students to a variety of structures 
and formats for reading. Students are asked to make 
inferences in both fiction and non-fiction texts, draw 
conclusions from expository texts, and analyze poetry and 
drama. The writing in this course focuses on writing styles 
such as poetry, personal narrative, and expository with the 
heaviest emphasis on expository writing. It also focuses 
on adding new elements of grammar into writing. This 
course is designed to meet the needs of all seventh grade 
students who will be required to take the reading and 
writing STAAR tests at the end of the school year. 

 

7th AA English Language Arts & 
Reading (ELAR) 
ELAR07AA 
 
Seventh grade AA ELAR teaches the same content as the 
regular course, but moves at a faster pace and uses more 
challenging texts.  This course puts an emphasis on 
developing strong writing intervention including revising 
and editing.  This course is designed to prepare students 
for the thinking, reading, analyzing, and writing required in 
8th grade AA ELAR.  This course will include additional 
work in areas such as independent reading, vocabulary 
practice, and writing. 
Students are expected to have scored at least a MEETS 
standard on the 6th grade Reading STAAR or receive a 
teacher recommendation. 

 
7th GT AA English Language Arts & 
Reading (ELAR) 
ELAR07GTAA 
 
GT AA ELAR covers the same required content as 7th 
Grade AA ELAR course, but often uses choice 
assignments and various other methods to meet the 
needs of the GT population. Students identified as GT 
should expect a fast paced course with project based 
learning opportunities throughout the year. 
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*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Honors course. 
8th English Language Arts & Reading 
(ELAR)  
ELAR08 
 
8th grade ELAR is a combined English and reading class 
open to all 8th grade students. The course will follow the 
current ELAR standards and will concurrently teach both 
English and reading intervention and standards. The 
course will primarily be taught using teacher selected 
novels with a goal of a minimum of 2 novels per semester. 
 

8th AA English Language Arts & 
Reading (ELAR)  
ELAR08AA 
 
AA ELAR will use a curriculum similar to the College Board 
Pre-AP program.  This includes a framework for learning 
where students are required to read, analyze, and write at a 
higher level than 8th grade.  Students are expected to be 
able to read and annotate text independently, respond in 
assessments using critical thinking intervention, and fully 
develop and support a thesis in their writing.  This course 
is designed to prepare students for the rigors of high 
school level AA and Advanced Placement courses. 

 
Students are expected to have scored at least a MEETS 
standard on the 7th grade Reading STAAR or receive a 
teacher recommendation. 
8th GT AA English Language Arts & 
Reading (ELAR)  
ELAR08GTAA  
 
8th grade GT AA ELAR will cover all the same content as 
the 8th grade AA ELAR course but it will also include 
choice assignments and multiple project based learning 
opportunities. This is a fast paced course that often 
switches between English and reading content fluidly. As 
with the regular ELAR course the GT students will be 
taught using teacher selected novels with a minimum 
number of novels per semester.  
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Honors course. 
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MATHEMATICS COURSES 
6​th​ Math 
MTH06 
 
The sixth grade math program will expand the student’s 
knowledge of numbers, operations, spatial reasoning, 
quantitative reasoning, patterns, relationships, algebraic 
thinking, geometry, measurement, statistics, algorithms, 
properties of rational numbers, proportionality, 
expressions, equations, and personal financial literacy.  
Instructional strategies including integrated  technology 
and the  use of manipulatives are a part of this course. 
 

6th​ AA Math 
MTH06AA 
 
Students will learn advanced academic strategies in this 
rigorous, fast-paced course designed to introduce 
intervention, concepts beyond 6th grade.  This course 
uses a compacted curriculum where students will learn 
the 6th grade state standards and the first half of the 7th 
grade state standards using advanced academic 
strategies.  Connections to other disciplines, writing 
(communicating mathematics) and utilization of real 
world problem solving will be included in this course, as 
well as critical thinking intervention. Students taking this 
course should have strong independent study and work 
habits. 
Students are expected to have scored at least a MEETS 
standard on the 5th grade Math STAAR or receive a teacher 
recommendation. 
 
6th GT AA Math 
MTH06GTAA 
 
6th grade GT AA math covers the same required content 
as the 6th grade AA math course, but often uses choice 
assignments and various other methods to meet the 
needs of the GT population. Students identified as GT 
should expect a fast paced course with challenging 
assignments, project based learning opportunities, and 
exposure to complex ideas throughout the year.  
  
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Advanced Academics 
course. 

 
 
 

7th Math 
MTH07 
 
The purpose of this class is to develop the knowledge and 
concepts required by the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
intervention (TEKS) for 7th grade.  The primary focal areas 
of seventh grade mathematics are numbers and 
operations, proportionality, expressions, equations, 
relationships, measurement and data. Students will apply 
operations with rational numbers to problem situations 
and continue to develop their understanding of 
proportionality. Upon successful completion, students will 
be prepared for 8th grade math. 
 

7th AA Math 
MTH07AA 
 
This course is for students who are highly motivated and 
interested in a rigorous math program that prepares them 
for Algebra I in 8th grade. Students will learn the second 
half of the 7th grade state standards and the majority of 
the 8th grade state standards using advanced academic 
strategies. The pacing and organization of this course 
allows students to use investigations to develop their 
mathematical thinking intervention. Class assignments 
require students to use higher-level thinking intervention.  
Students are provided opportunities for extension and 
application of content and processes. This course will 
clearly identify the readiness level of students for 
advanced math coursework.  
Students are expected to have scored at least a MEETS 
standard on the 6th grade Math STAAR or receive a teacher 
recommendation. 
 

7th GT AA Math  
MTH07GTAA 
 
7th grade GT AA math covers the same required content 
as the 7th grade AA math course.  Students will learn the 
7th grade curriculum and the majority of 8th grade 
curriculum. Students will be expected to engage in 
complex and abstract ideas, problems and themes. This 
class will meet the unique needs of the gifted and talented 
student by emphasizing open-ended problem solving and 
creating new perspectives. This course may require more 
reading, writing, and projects in class and at home. This 
course will help prepare students to take Algebra I in 8th 
grade. 
 
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Advanced Academics 
course. 
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8th Math 
MTH08 
 
The focus of this class is to develop the knowledge and 
concepts required by the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
intervention (TEKS) for 8th grade. Students will build an 
understanding and use of mathematical relationships to 
solve a variety of problems related to real-life situations. 
Upon successful completion, students will be prepared for 
Algebra I at the high school.  
 
 

8th AA Math 
MTH08AA 
 
The focus of this class is to develop the 8th grade Texas 
Essential Knowledge and intervention (TEKS) through the 
use of advanced academic techniques to develop 
advanced intervention and content background to prepare 
students for Advanced Academic and Advanced 
Placement courses. Upon successful completion, 
students will be prepared for AA Algebra I at the high 
school. 
 

Students are expected to have scored at least a MEETS 
standard on the 7th grade Math STAAR or receive a teacher 
recommendation. 
 
 
 

8th AA Algebra I  
ALG08AA and ALG08GT 
Credits: 1 High School credit 
Qualified students will be cluster grouped into this course 
 
Algebra I is considered the basic language of 
mathematics that provides the foundation for continued 
study of mathematics. This course is designed for the 
student who intends to take calculus in high school.  The 
content of this class is rigorous and aligns with the 
College Board Pre-AP curriculum in addition to covering 
the Algebra I Texas Essential Knowledge and intervention 
(TEKS). Because students earn high school credit for this 
class, there will be a minimal review of the 8th grade 
curriculum. 7th grade students qualifying for math 
acceleration may take this course. 
*THIS COURSE IS WEIGHTED AND OFFERS ADDED GRADE 
POINTS CALCULATED INTO THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADE 
POINT AVERAGE. 
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SCIENCE COURSES 
  
6th Science 
SCI06 
This introductory course emphasizes scientific 
investigations, problem solving and inquiry. Instruction will 
be an integrated approach based on physics, chemistry, 
geology, biology and the nature of science. This includes a 
study of measurement systems, scientific equipment and 
methods and the process of research. Other content 
covered in this course includes the solar system and 
space travel; properties and changes of matter; rocks, 
minerals and forces that change the earth; the structure 
and function of plant and animal cells; and the interactions 
of matter, energy, forces and motion. 
 

6th AA Science 
SCI06AA 
This course also emphasizes scientific investigations, 
problem solving and inquiry. Instruction will be at a faster 
pace with more rigorous expectations of analysis and 
scientific thinking.  The content is an  integrated approach 
based on physics, chemistry, geology, biology and the 
nature of science like the regular 6th grade science 
course.  Expectations will include independent reading 
assignments, individual and group research.  
  

6th GT AA Science 
SCI06GTAA 
This course is aligned to the 6th grade AA Science course 
but includes differentiation strategies targeted to students 
identified as gifted and talented.    The content is an  
integrated approach based on physics, chemistry, geology, 
biology and the nature of science but will include more 
challenging assignments and more collaboration 
activities. Expectations will include independent reading 
assignments, individual and group research. 
 
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Advanced 
Academics course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7th Science 
SCI07 
7th grade Science provides students with high level 
instruction and hands-on real world connections that are 
focused on meeting the needs of each individual learner. 
The instruction and occasional labs are designed to 
expect and facilitate higher level thinking and application. 
The course is designed to create an environment that is 
conducive to individual and group discovery with individual 
and cooperative learning, integrated technology use, 
laboratory investigation and projects.  
The students explore levels of organization from cells to 
ecosystems. Seventh grade Science focuses upon 
connecting 6th grade content to 8th grade content that will 
be covered in STAAR. 
 
7th AA Science 
SCI07AA 
7th grade AA Science builds upon the standard curriculum. 
The rigor and pace is increased, and there is an 
expectation of more critical thinking and problem solving. 
There are more in-depth projects that include student 
choice and variety. There is more access to labs during the 
AA classes in order to prepare for more challenging 
courses through middle school and into high school.   

 
7th GT AA Science 
SCI07GTAA 
7th grade GT AA Science provides students with 
intervention designed to prepare them for the rigor and 
depth of instruction for the high school Advanced 
Placement program. GT courses are differentiated through 
a combination of hands-on learning, greater complexity 
and higher level cognitive thinking on assignments, open 
class discussions, and various independent projects that 
are chosen by the individual student. Students have more 
control and responsibility for their own learning in the 
course.  Students will explore their learning from the 
scope and sequence as outlined by the district. 7th grade 
Science is designed to connect their learning from 6th 
grade concepts and build upon that foundation to better 
prepare them for the 8th grade STAAR test. 
 
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Advanced 
Academics course. 
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8th Science 
SCI08 
 
8th grade Science provides students with high level 
instruction and hands-on real world connections that are 
focused on meeting the needs of each individual learner. 
The instruction and labs are designed to facilitate higher 
level thinking and application. The course is designed to 
create an environment that is conducive to individual and 
group discovery with individual and cooperative learning, 
technology, laboratory investigation and projects.  
The students explore experimental design, 
interdependence of living systems, climate interactions, 
physics, plate tectonics, Earth cycles, light years, 
Characteristics of the Universe, atoms, the Periodic Table 
and chemistry.  Each lesson is designed to address the 
TEKS and prepare each student to be successful on the 
STAAR.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8th AA Science 
SCI08AA 
 
8th grade AA Science builds upon the standard curriculum. 
The rigor and pace of this course is higher.  Students 
should have a strong work ethic and enjoy science related 
content and problem solving. There are more in-depth 
projects that include student choice and variety. There is 
more access to labs during the AA classes in order to 
prepare students for AP courses in high school.  
 
 
8th GT AA Science 
SCI08GTAA 
 
8th grade GT AA Science provides capable students with 
intervention designed to prepare them for the rigor and 
depth of the advanced placement program in high school. 
In addition to the scope and sequence outlined by the 
district, Gifted and Talented courses are differentiated 
through a combination of the following: the depth of 
content presentation, greater student responsibility for 
his/her learning, slightly faster pacing, and greater 
complexity of thought development of higher-level 
cognitive understanding, as demonstrated through 
discussions and various projects. 
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Advanced Academics 
course. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES 
 

6​th​ World Cultures 
SS06 
 
Sixth Grade World Cultures is the study of people, places 
and societies of the contemporary world from each 
continent. This course enables students to explore how 
geography, culture, economics, and political structures 
have developed and influenced history in various countries 
around the world. Students will study the world’s cultures 
through a combination of projects, activities, and 
discussions. The course will include the 6 th Grade Social 
Studies TEKS, with an emphasis on reading and analyzing 
primary and secondary sources, including historical 
documents, first-hand accounts, academic texts, maps, 
graphs, and charts. 
 
 

6​th​ AA World Cultures 
SS06AA 
 
This advanced level course includes a more in-depth study 
of the on-level World Cultures course. Students will be 
expected to read, think, and write more critically. The 
advanced curriculum is based on a set of content-specific 
strategies designed to introduce intervention, concepts, 
and assessment methods that will begin to prepare 
students for the rigor of high school AP History classes. 
 

6​th​ GT AA World Cultures 
SS06GTAA 
 
This advanced level course follows the pacing and the 
curriculum of the 6th grade Honors World Cultures course.  
It includes the use of differentiation strategies and 
activities designed to meet the needs of students 
identified as gifted and talented.  Students in this course 
will be expected to read independently and have strong 
intervention in literary analysis. 
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Advanced Academics 
course. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
7TH Texas History 
SS07 
 
In 7th grade, students study the history of Texas from 
ancient times to the present. Students examine Texas 
history including the cultures of Native Americans living in 
Texas prior to European exploration and the eras of 
mission-building, colonization, revolution, republic and 
statehood. The focus in each era is on key individuals, 
events, and issues and their impact. Students identify 
regions of Texas and their population distribution and 
explain the factors that caused Texas to change from an 
agrarian to an urban society. The students describe the 
structure and functions of municipal, county, and state 
governments, explain the influence of the U.S. Constitution 
on the Texas Constitution, and examine the rights and 
responsibilities of Texas citizens. 
 

7th AA Texas History 
SS07AA 
 
7th grade AA Texas History builds upon the standard 
curriculum. The rigor and speed is increased. There are 
more in-depth projects that include student choice and 
variety.  

 

7th GT AA Texas History 
SS07GTAA 
 
This advanced academics course follows the curriculum 
used in the 7th AA Texas history course.  In addition, GT 
students will be required to participate in at least 2 
project-based learning activities that extend the Texas 
history TEKS. 

*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Advanced Academics 
course. 
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8th US History 
SS08 
​
Students in 8th grade will study the history of the United 
States from exploration through Reconstruction. Students 
will examine the political, economic, and social events and 
issues related to the colonial and revolutionary eras, the 
creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, 
challenges of the early Republic, Jacksonian era, 
westward expansion, sectionalism, the Civil War, and 
Reconstruction. Students describe the geography of the 
United States and their impact on population distribution 
and settlement patterns in the past and present. Students 
will analyze the various economic factors that influenced 
the development of the U.S. and will examine American 
beliefs and principles. 
 

8th AA US History  
SS08AA 
 
8th grade AA US History builds upon the standard 
curriculum using more advanced curriculum supplemental 
materials. This course will require good reading 
intervention and academic motivation.  The rigor and pace 
of this course is higher and designed to prepare students 
for Advanced Placement courses in high school. There are 
more projects that require collaboration with others.  
These projects will include student choice and variety.  
 
 

8th GT AA US History 
SS08GTAA 
 
Students in 8th grade will study the history of the United 
States from exploration through Reconstruction. Students 
will examine the political, economic, and social events and 
issues related to the colonial era through 
Reconstruction. Working independently and cooperatively, 
students learn to “think and act like historians” by 
comparing, contrasting, and evaluating historical 
interpretations using primary and secondary 
sources.  They consider the roles played by geography, 
culture, economics, and technology on the development of 
the United States. GT students will be required to 
participate in at least 2 project-based learning activities 
that extend the Texas history TEKS.  
GT students will be provided differentiated instruction in 
this course to meet their unique learning needs and the 
required Texas state learning standards. 
 
*This may be a stand alone course of only GT students or 
may be a combined course where GT students are 
clustered with non GT students in an Honors course. 
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ELECTIVE COURSES 
 

VISUAL ARTS 
Possible career objectives for students with talent in the fine arts- VISUAL: Advertising, 
Animator, Interior Design, Illustrator, Ceramics, Fashion, Display Design, Environmental 

Designer, Set Designer, Architecture, Graphic Artist, Art Collector/Director, Art Historian/Art 
Teacher, Jewelry Design, Production Artist, Sculptor, Printer, Caricature Artist, Fiber Artist, and 

Photography.  
 

ART 6 
GRADE: 6th   

ART06 
Fees may be required. 
This class is designed to provide the 6th grade student with studio experiences that include drawing, painting, creating original 
artwork, and experimenting with the elements of design.  Studies include portraits, contour drawings, abstract design, 
sketches, collage, etching, clay sculpture, printmaking, watercolor and tempera painting techniques.  Art history and 
appreciation are included in the technical studies of making artwork.  Students will have the opportunity to use technology to 
generate digital prints, photos, and animated films. 
 

Art 7/8 
GRADES: 7th AND 8th 

ART07/08 
Fees may be required. 
Students will create artwork in a studio setting, working with the elements and principles of design.  Enriched studies in op art, 
pop art, abstract compositions, still life, portrait, and landscape drawing and painting are offered, including technical-skill 
lessons connected with art history and appreciation.  Pen and ink, printmaking, pottery, papier-mache carving, and studies in 
oil pastels, watercolor, tempera, and acrylic will be included in the performance studies of the artist. Students will have the 
opportunity to use technology to generate original digital prints, photos, and animated films. 
 

Advanced Art 7/8 
GRADES: 7th AND 8th 

AdvART07/08 
Fees may be required. 
Advanced Art is a high-challenge studio course for students ready to expand artistic technique and creative expression at an 
accelerated level. Students develop a personal artistic style while refining advanced skills in observation, composition, 
shading, perspective, and visual storytelling. Coursework emphasizes deeper exploration of art movements and art history, 
including analytical connections to Op Art, Pop Art, abstraction, realism, and contemporary visual design. Students create 
original works through extended studies in still life, portrait, figure, and landscape drawing and painting, demonstrating 
elevated craftsmanship and conceptual development. A wide range of artistic media is incorporated, including pen and ink, 
printmaking, ceramics and pottery construction, sculptural techniques, oil pastels, watercolor, tempera, acrylic, and 
mixed-media applications. This course prepares students for continued advanced visual arts study and creative leadership 
roles in high school fine arts programs.  
Placement in advanced art courses is determined by teacher recommendation and completion of required 
prerequisites. 
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PERFORMING ARTS  
Possible career objectives for students with talent in the fine arts- MUSIC: Vocalist, 

Instrumentalist, Music Critic, Concert Promoter, Music Sales, Composer, Music Editor, 
Publisher, Music Arranger, Instrument Repair Technician, Musical Theatre, Music Therapist, 

Band/Choir/Orchestra Member, General Music Teacher, Band/Choir/Orchestra Director. 

ORCHESTRA 
Students wishing to participate in orchestra will be placed in one of the following classes based on competitive 

auditions or interviews with the orchestra director. 
 

Beginner Orchestra 
GRADE: 6TH, 7TH AND 8TH 

ORC950 

This is the entry level course for middle school orchestra. It is a performance-based class that focuses on the fundamentals of 
string playing and music.  Students will develop technique, tone, left-hand and right-hand intervention and entry level music 
theory including: note reading, rhythm reading, key signatures, and musical terms.  This course is taught using  a 
heterogeneous setting (including all instruments).  Each student must meet and maintain strict grade standards (70% or 
higher) in every class in order to participate in certain events/performances. 
  *This course has equipment and some fee requirements. 
 

String Orchestra  
GRADES: 7TH AND 8TH  
ORC951 
This is a performance based course for 7th and 8th graders who have an intermediate level of skills on the string instrument. 
This course focuses on building and refining skills with more advanced study in note reading, shifting to different positions, 
and recognizing key signatures.  Students will learn and perform more advanced rhythms, tone production, intonation, balance, 
blending, and improve listening throughout the ensemble. This group will compete as a Non-Varsity UIL group. Each student 
must meet and maintain strict grade standards (70% or higher) in every class in order to participate in certain 
events/performances. All rehearsals and performances are MANDATORY. Students who advance in this course may have the 
opportunity to audition into Chamber Orchestra at semester, at the director's discretion.  
*This course has equipment and some fee requirements.  

 
Chamber Orchestra 
GRADES: 7TH AND 8TH 

 ORC952 
This is a performance based course for the most advanced and motivated 7th and 8th graders. This course focuses on 
refining intervention and includes a RIGOROUS study of note reading, shifting to different positions, playing in and recognizing 
major/minor key signatures, learning and performing more advanced rhythms, tone production, intonation, bow distribution, 
vibrato, balance, and listening throughout the ensemble. This group will perform as a Varsity UIL Group. This group will have 
several performances that are focused on the course content.  Additionally there will be community entertainment 
performances throughout the year. Each student must meet and maintain strict grade standards (70% or higher) in every class 
in order to participate in certain events/performances. All rehearsals and performances are MANDATORY.  
*This course has equipment and some fee requirements. 
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CHOIR 
Students wishing to participate in choir will be placed in one of the following classes based on competitive auditions 

or interviews with the choir director.  
 
Beginner Choir 
GRADE: 6TH, 7TH AND 8TH 

CHO930 
This is an introductory course for students who are interested in singing and have not had any prior formal instruction in 
music.  Students will learn the fundamentals of healthy singing and be introduced to sight-singing on solfege.   Students will 
learn proper breath support and control.  Students will have opportunities to sing together as well as explore solo singing.  
Students will participate in performance concerts. 
 

7th & 8th Grade Non-Varsity Mixed Choir  
GRADES: 7TH AND 8TH 

CHO933 
7th and 8th grade boys and girls who have had 6th grade choir would be in this choir.  Students will learn to sight read music 
and perform music literature representative of diverse cultures and historical periods.  They will learn the basics of music 
theory and proper tone production.   Students will focus on rhythm, pitch, musical dynamics, tempo,and  articulation.  Students 
will relate music to history, society, and cultures.  Students will participate in performance concerts and have opportunities to 
compete in musical contests.   

 
7th & 8th Grade Varsity Mixed Choir  
GRADES: 7TH AND 8TH 

CHO934 
7th and 8th grade boys and girls who have had more choir singing experience, and are advanced students who can sing using 
vocal fundamentals and produce a musical tone, matching pitch, and singing on part.  Students will continue to sight read 
music and perform various pieces to develop depth in their vocal intervention in addition to providing entertainment.  Students 
will focus on the continuous improvement of rhythm, pitch, and musical dynamics.  Students will perform in both concerts and 
musical contests including All-Region, UIL 

 
BAND 

Students wishing to participate in band will be placed in one of the following classes based on competitive auditions 
or interviews with the band directors.  

Beginner Band  
GRADES: 6TH, 7TH AND 8TH 

BND920  
This course is designed for any middle school student who has limited to no prior experience with a band instrument. Each 
student is interviewed by a band director to determine the most suitable instrument for them. Emphasis is placed on 
developing the proper habits necessary for instrument assembly, tone production, reading music, practice techniques, and 
successful instrumental performance. Concerts and performance opportunities are emphasized throughout the year. Students 
are expected to provide their own instrument and supplies. This is a full-year course. 
Instruments include: flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, euphonium, tuba, and 
percussion instruments. 
*This course has equipment and some fee requirements.  
 

Concert Band 
GRADES: 7th and 8th​
BND921 
This course is designed for 7th and 8th grade band students who are continuing to develop their fundamental 
performance abilities. Concert Band serves as a second-level UIL performing group, with a focus on reinforcing 
and extending skills learned in the first one to two years of playing. Emphasis is placed on tone production, 
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rhythm and note reading, and technical facility. Students will engage in both individual and group performances 
throughout the year. This is a full-year course. To remain eligible for participation in performances and 
competitions, students must maintain a grade of 70% or higher in all classes.​
 *This course has equipment and some fee requirements. 
 

Symphonic Band 
GRADES: 7th and 8th​
COURSE CODE: BND923  
Symphonic Band is for 7th and 8th grade students who demonstrate advanced proficiency on their instrument and are ready 
for more rigorous performance expectations. This group represents the second level of UIL competition and focuses on 
refining ensemble skills and musicianship to reach a competitive standard. Instruction emphasizes advanced tone production, 
rhythmic precision, sight-reading, and technical development. Students will participate in multiple performances and contests 
throughout the school year. This is a full-year course, and students must maintain a grade of 70% or higher in all academic 
classes to remain eligible for performances.​
*This course has equipment and some fee requirements. 
 

Honors Band 
GRADES: 7TH AND 8TH 

BND924 
This performance-based group is composed of the most advanced 7th and 8th graders. Emphasis is placed on music 
performance throughout the year. Fundamental and ensemble intervention will be enhanced through the performance of 
advanced music literature. Students will learn to think critically and make real time decisions while using the knowledge and 
intervention they have already developed in previous years’ learning. Individual students will have many opportunities for 
competition with other area schools. As a competition group, each student must meet and maintain strict grade standards 
(70% or higher) in every class in order to participate. Honors Band performs at two football games and Piner pep rallies. All 
students will participate in individual and group performances throughout the year. This is a full-year course. 

*This course has equipment and some fee requirements. 

 

THEATER ARTS 
Students wishing to participate in Theater Arts will be placed in one of the following classes based on competitive 

auditions or interviews with the theater director.  
Theater Arts 
GRADES: 6TH AND 7TH  
THEATER06 - 6th Grade 
THE960 - 7th Grade 
This class will include exploratory dramatics, character development, stage movement, play selection and analysis, play 
production, and how to make auditions easy and less stressful.  By the time the students complete this class, they will be 
comfortable in the play process from audition through curtain call. 

 
Theater Arts 
GRADE: 8TH  
THE961 
This class will concentrate on stage make-up, characterization, play production, pantomime, TV/motion picture production, 
and acting for the stage and movie camera.  By the time the students complete this class, they will have a good working 
knowledge of many aspects of movie and stage production. 
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GENERAL ELECTIVE COURSES 

 

CAMPUS SUPPORT 
Yearbook​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
GRADE: 7TH ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
YRB971 
7th Grade Yearbook is an introductory journalism and media production course designed for beginners. Students learn 
foundational skills in storytelling, interviewing, photography, and layout design while contributing to the creation of the campus 
yearbook. The course introduces graphic design and digital publishing tools, emphasizing collaboration, creativity, and 
responsible media practices. Students participate in campus events to build reporting and documentation skills. A personal 
camera is helpful but not required. This class prepares students for the 8th Grade Yearbook course, where they will expand 
into advanced roles in design, photography, and publication leadership. 
 

Yearbook​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
GRADE: 8TH ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
YRB981 
This class involves an introductory journalism course while producing the campus yearbook. Students apply digital 
photography, graphic design, and desktop publishing skills using advanced technology. The class includes participation in 
after-school events and requires exemplary behavior. A personal camera is helpful but not required. Upon completion, students 
are prepared to join the SHS Yearbook staff. 
​ ​ ​  

Office Aide 
GRADE: 8TH 

Office Aide LC8003 

PREREQUISITE: Principal/Counselor 
This is not an instructional class but will  take the place of an elective.  Student Aides work with office or library personnel to 
support the school operations in those areas. 
 
Future Ready Leadership 
GRADE: 7th  

FRL 

PREREQUISITE: Principal/Counselor 
Future Ready Leadership is an introductory leadership and personal development course designed to help students build 
confidence, communication skills, and positive influence within the school community. Students explore foundational 
leadership concepts such as teamwork, goal setting, problem solving, decision-making, and effective communication. Through 
collaborative projects, service activities, and real-world leadership challenges, students grow their ability to navigate social 
situations, lead with integrity, and contribute to a positive campus culture. This course supports the development of 
responsible and empowered learners and prepares students for advanced leadership opportunities, including the 8th grade 
PALS class. 
 

PALS (Peer Assistance & Leadership Support) 
GRADE: 8TH 

PALS 

PREREQUISITE: Principal/Counselor 
PALS is an elective leadership class for 8th grade students interested in mentoring peers and contributing to a supportive, 
positive school environment. PALS students work directly with teachers and younger students, assist in classroom and 
campus activities, and develop programs that promote respect, inclusion, and student success. This course emphasizes 
responsibility, communication, collaboration, and student advocacy, providing structured leadership experiences that 
strengthen character and community engagement. Completion of Future Ready Leadership in 7th grade, where students build 
foundational leadership skills, supports success in PALS. 
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TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS 
 

 
Technology Applications ​
GRADES: 6TH, 7TH AND 8TH  
This is a single semester course paired with College and Career Exploration  
TEC984 
This is a comprehensive course that offers a range of activities designed for the beginner student through the more advanced.  
Students learn to use Microsoft and Google tools such as OneDrive, GDrive, documents, slides, spreadsheets; as well as 
focusing on keyboarding for use in cross-curricular projects.  All students are also introduced to digital citizenship and 
etiquette, and proper Internet researching intervention.  
 
 

Principles of A/V TECH-Bearcat News Network (BNN)  
GRADE 8TH 

CTE100 (VO3290) 
CREDIT: 1 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
This is an advanced, fast paced course designed for the middle school student who is academically prepared for high school 
level course work in digital photography, graphic design, video technology, and animation with an emphasis on intervention 
needed for college and/or career opportunities. This course is a prerequisite for many classes in the Business & Industry 
Endorsement at Sherman High. 
The grade earned will count for high school credit but will not be applied to high school GPA or class rank. 

  

CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY (CTE)  
 

College & Career Exploration   
GRADES: 6TH, 7TH OR 8TH  
This is a single semester course paired with  
Technology Applications 

CTE230 
The career development process is unique to every person and evolves throughout life. Students will use structured 
decision-making and problem-solving strategies for college and career planning. They explore valid, reliable educational and 
career information to learn more about their interests, strengths, and abilities. Students integrate learning from academic 
subjects, information technology, and interpersonal communication to make informed future-ready choices. This course 
guides students through career investigation and the development of a personalized college and career readiness 
achievement plan. Students use interest inventory software, including Xello, to explore career clusters and pathways aligned to 
their goals. They also examine educational requirements for various colleges and a range of potential career paths to support 
the creation of their college and career readiness plan. 
 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 
GRADE 8TH  
VO2000  
CREDIT: 1 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
Prepares students for careers in agriculture, food, and natural resources. This course allows students to develop knowledge 
and skills regarding career opportunities, personal development, globalization, industry standards, details, practices and 
expectations. To prepare for success, students have opportunities to learn, reinforce experience, apply, and transfer their 
knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Students are strongly encouraged to enroll in a foundational class before moving 
on to other Agricultural classes. This course is a prerequisite for many classes in the Business & Industry Endorsement at 
Sherman High. 
The grade earned will count for high school credit but will not be applied to high school GPA or class rank. 
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Principles of Health Science 
GRADE 8TH 
VO5300  
CREDIT: 1 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
The Principles of Health Science course is designed to provide an overview of the therapeutic, diagnostic, health informatics, 
support services, and biotechnology research and development systems of the healthcare industry. This course is a 
prerequisite for many classes in the Public Services Endorsement at Sherman High. 
The grade earned will count for high school credit but will not be applied to high school GPA or class rank. 
 

Principles of Hospitality and Tourism 
GRADE 8TH 
VO6000 
CREDIT: 1 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
Principles of Hospitality and Tourism introduces students to an industry that encompasses lodging, travel and tourism, 
recreation, amusements, attractions, and food/beverage operations. Students learn knowledge and skills focusing on 
communication, time management, and customer service that meet industry standards. Students will explore the history of 
the hospitality and tourism industry and examine characteristics needed for success in that industry. This course is a 
prerequisite for many classes in the Business & Industry Endorsement at Sherman High. 
The grade earned will count for high school credit but will not be applied to high school GPA or class rank. 
 

Principles of Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security 
GRADE 8TH 
VO8100  
CREDIT: 1 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
This course introduces students to professions in law enforcement, security, corrections, and fire and emergency management 
services. Students will examine the roles and responsibilities of police, courts, corrections, private security, and protective 
agencies of fire and emergency services. This course is a prerequisite for many classes in the Public Services Endorsement at 
Sherman High. 
The grade earned will count for high school credit but will not be applied to high school GPA or class rank. 
 

Robotics & Stem   
GRADES: 7TH OR 8TH  

CTE300 - 7th 
CTE320 - 8th 
The STEM program includes three core subjects (science, reading/language arts, history), technology education, and computer 
science with a high level of emphasis on science throughout the program's curriculum. This program also consists of 
competitions in a variety of fields of coding and robotics. These students will be prepared to begin a technology foundation at 
the high school level. 
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ELECTIVE COURSES 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES (LOTE) 
(Languages Other Than English) 

 
Possible career objectives for students proficient in languages other than English: Airline 

Personnel, Armed Forces, Foreign Office/Service, Communications, Counseling, Employment 
Services, Import/Export, Interpreter, Lawyer, Marketing, Minister, Sales Industry, Technical 

Expert, Anthropologist, Business Caseworker, Construction, Customs, Food Services, 
International Banking, Law Enforcement, Librarian, Missionary, Publisher, Teacher, and Tour 

Guide.  
 
Spanish I 
GRADE: 8TH 

SPA970AA 
CREDIT: 1 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
Students in Spanish 1 will be able to express meaning in simple contexts and understand sentence-length information. 
Students may be generally understood by people accustomed to dealing with language learners. Students will acquire and 
discover the Spanish language through speaking, listening, reading, and writing activities. This course will lay the framework 
for continuing in the Spanish language and will introduce students to the Spanish language cultures. The majority of this 
course is conducted in the target language.  
*THIS COURSE IS WEIGHTED AND OFFERS ADDED GRADE POINTS CALCULATED INTO THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADE POINT 
AVERAGE  

 

Spanish 1 for Heritage Speakers 
GRADE: 8TH 

SPA971AA  
CREDIT: 1 HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS 
PREREQUISITE:  Heritage Speaker recommended 
This course is designed to help Hispanic students capitalize on the verbal intervention they already possess. The student 
objectives will be to improve their reading and writing intervention in Spanish, while refining existing listening and speaking 
intervention.  This course incorporates the study of the Spanish language and Hispanic culture to assist students in the 
understanding and appreciation of Hispanic culture. The main objective is to enrich the student's total language experience by 
building on the language proficiency they already possess. Their interventions are enhanced in accordance with the level of 
language proficiency of the student. The focus is on increasing students’ ability to use Spanish flexibly for both formal and 
informal situations and on developing their literacy intervention. Students should possess Intermediate low proficiency at the 
beginning of the course and progress through Intermediate mid by the end of the course 
*THIS COURSE IS WEIGHTED AND OFFERS ADDED GRADE POINTS CALCULATED INTO THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADE POINT 
AVERAGE 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
PE - 6​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
GRADE: 6TH 

PE06 
This is the middle school introductory course for secondary physical education.  Students will have units in team sports, 
individual skill development, aerobic activities, personal wellness, and nutrition. Each student identified by the Texas Education 
Agency will participate in an annual physical fitness assessment. The Fitnessgram assessment instrument will contain 
criterion-referenced standards specific to a student's age and gender based on the physical fitness level required for good 
health. Good health components will include an aerobic capacity, body composition, muscular strength, muscular endurance, 
and flexibility assessment. 
 
PE - 6 PRE-ATHLETICS​ ​ ​  
GRADE: 6TH 

PE06PA 
This course is designed for students who want to improve their sport specific intervention and plan on trying out for a 
competition sport in grades 7.  This includes football, volleyball, basketball, and track.  Students learn the fundamentals of a 
wide range of sports as well as strength and conditioning.  Students will be required to dress out daily and participate in all 
activities.  Each student identified by the Texas Education Agency will participate in an annual physical fitness assessment. 
The Fitnessgram assessment instrument will contain criterion-referenced standards specific to a student's age and gender 
based on the physical fitness level required for good health. Good health components will include an aerobic capacity, body 
composition, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility assessment. No physical examination required. 
 

PE - 7​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
GRADE: 7TH 

PE07 
Students will learn to measure their own performance more accurately, and develop plans for improvement. Students will 
continue to develop physical movement through activities including lessons from team sports, individual sports, aerobic 
sports and adventure outdoor sports. Each student identified by the Texas Education Agency will participate in an annual 
physical fitness assessment (Fitnessgram) which contains criterion-referenced standards specific to a student's age and 
gender based on the physical fitness level required for good health. Good health components will include an aerobic capacity, 
body composition, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility assessment. 

PE - 8  
GRADE: 8TH 

PE08 
Students enrolled in this course will understand in greater detail the function of the body, learn to measure their own 
performance more accurately, and develop plans for improvement. Students will continue to acquire the knowledge and 
intervention for movement and the lifelong importance of remaining active. Physical activity will include lessons from team 
sports, individual sports, aerobic sports and adventure outdoor sports. Each student identified by the Texas Education Agency 
will participate in an annual physical fitness assessment (Fitnessgram) which contains components including aerobic 
capacity, body composition, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility assessment. 
 

PE - ATHLETICS 
GRADES: 7TH AND 8TH 

ATH771 - 7th Boys​ ATH772 - 7th Girls 
ATH871 - 8th Boys​ ATH872 - 8th Girls 
This course is the UIL competitive sports Physical Education course.  Sports include football, volleyball, basketball, and track.  
Students are placed on teams based on skill, and will practice daily before or after school.  Students are required to have a 
clear physical exam on file with the campus prior to the first day of practice in order to participate.  To remain eligible for 
competition, students must meet the UIL requirements for eligibility based on academic performance and attendance. 
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SISD ADVANCED ACADEMICS COURSE AGREEMENT  

Student Name:____________________________ID#:________________________   

 Advanced Academic Course(s) — Check all that apply and include assigned teacher initials 
_____ English  ​ Assigned Teacher Initials (confirming enrollment): _____ 

          _____ Math   ​            Assigned Teacher Initials (confirming enrollment): _____ 
          _____ Science                Assigned Teacher Initials (confirming enrollment): _____ 
          _____ Social Studies        Assigned Teacher Initials (confirming enrollment): _____ 

SISD middle schools and Sherman High School offer advanced academic coursework, including Advanced Academic, Dual 
Credit, and Advanced Placement (AP) courses. These courses are intentionally rigorous. Research demonstrates that students 
who engage in high-challenge coursework are more likely to experience long-term success in college, careers, and the 
workforce. SISD encourages students to enroll in the most academically rigorous courses that align with their goals, readiness, 
and motivation. 

Students enrolled in these courses should expect: 

●​ accelerated pacing and increased academic demand 
●​ regular independent study and completion of coursework outside of school hours 
●​ college-level expectations in Dual Credit and AP courses at Sherman High School 

Student Commitments 

As a student, I agree to: 

●​ commit the time and effort required to succeed in advanced courses 
●​ meet academic expectations, including completing and submitting all assignments on time 
●​ attend class and all support activities (tutoring, tutorials, field experiences, field trips) consistently 
●​ communicate regularly with my teachers to monitor my progress and request assistance when needed 

Parent/Guardian Commitments 

As a parent/guardian, I agree to: 

●​ understand course expectations, including policies for level change or course exit 
●​ support strong attendance and structured study habits outside of school 
●​ encourage proactive communication between my child and their teacher 
●​ follow the SISD Advanced Academics problem-solving process when concerns arise: 

1.​ Ensure my child communicates the concern directly to the teacher 
2.​ Follow up with an email to confirm communication has occurred 
3.​ Request a teacher conference if the concern remains unresolved 

Teacher Commitments 

As a teacher, I agree to: 

●​ provide instruction using SISD-approved curriculum and required levels of rigor 
●​ provide a written syllabus outlining course content, expectations, grading policies, and requirements 
●​ communicate student progress regularly through assignment feedback, progress reports, and posted grades​

 
●​ offer structured tutorial sessions for remediation, academic discourse, and exam preparation (AP and Dual Credit when 

applicable) 
●​ monitor student performance and communicate early if additional academic support is needed 
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Probation Due to Academic Underperformance 

Advanced Academic courses are designed to challenge students at a higher level than grade-level coursework. The curriculum, 
instructional pacing, and performance expectations will remain consistent for all students. Course content and pacing will not be 
modified for individual instructional delay. Students who struggle significantly with the level or pace of course expectations may be 
placed on probation and may be subject to course exit if progress does not improve. 

Probation Timeline & Process 

●​ Students are monitored through daily and weekly progress checks​
 

●​ 3-Week Progress Report (First 9 Weeks):​
 If a student is not demonstrating sufficient progress, the parent and student will be notified that improvement is required 
within the next 3-week cycle.​
 

●​ 6-Week Progress Report (First 9 Weeks):​
 If progress remains insufficient, the student will be placed on academic probation.​
 

●​ Probation Period (Weeks 6–9):​
 The student will have 3 weeks to demonstrate academic recovery, effort, and progress required to remain enrolled in the 
course.​
 

●​ 9-Week Report Card (End of 1st Grading Period):​
 Students on probation are reviewed for placement decisions. Students who do not meet progress expectations will be exited 
from the Advanced Academic course and placed in the standard level of the same subject.​
 

●​ Teacher Discretion Clause:​
 If a student demonstrates strong upward academic acceleration but has not fully recovered all requirements, the teacher may 
recommend continuation. Continued placement decisions are made individually through collaborative review. 

Level Change or Course Exit 

●​ A student may exit an Advanced Academic course after the first 9-week grading period without question.​
 

●​ After the first 9 weeks, level changes are reviewed individually. Submission of a request does not guarantee approval. 

Students requesting a level change after the first 9 weeks must: 

●​ participate in a conference including: student, parent/guardian, teacher, counselor, and campus administrator​
 

●​ submit a Level Change Request Form no later than 1 week before the end of the first 9-week grading period 

Each request is reviewed in the context of the student’s unique circumstances. A failing grade alone does not guarantee approval of a 
level change or exit request. 

Signatures 

Student Signature: _____________________________________ Date: _________​
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________     Date: _________​
Counselor Signature: ___________________________________    Date: _________ 
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