
 

Board Approval Date:8/15/2023 

Course Title: Music Investigations 

Course Description: Students in the Multiple Disabilities class will explore music through instruments, songs, social music games, and 
vocal discovery. 

 

Course Sequence & Pacing 

Week Marking Period 1 
(Unit 1: Emotions and Sound Exploration) 

1 Unit 1: Getting to know…Classmates 6 Unit 1: Getting to know…Emotions 

2 Unit 1: Getting to know…Classmates 7 Unit 1: Getting to know…High and Low/Loud and 
Soft 

3 Unit 1: Getting to know…Instruments in the Classroom 8 Unit 1: Getting to know…High and Low/Loud and 
Soft 

4 Unit 1: Getting to know…Instruments in the Classroom 9 Unit 1: Getting to know…Sound 

5 Unit 1: Getting to know…Emotions 10 Unit 1: Getting to know…Sound 

Week Marking Period 2 
(Unit 2: Music Exploration-Steady beat, types of instruments, rhythm & melody) 

11 Unit 2: Getting to know…Steady Beat 16 Unit 2: Getting to know…Rhythm 

12 Unit 2: Getting to know…Steady Beat 17 Unit 2: Getting to know…Rhythm 

13 Unit 2: Getting to know…Instruments 18 Unit 2: Getting to know…Melody 

14 Unit 2: Getting to know…Instruments 19 Unit 2: Getting to know…Melody 



15 Unit 2: Getting to know…Instruments 20 Unit 2: Getting to know…Melody 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 1: Emotions and Sound Exploration 

Unit Summary: Via a variety of musical experiences, students will explore their social skills, emotions, and how they can create sound 
with instruments, their bodies and their voice. 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  
1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic patterns in various meters and tonalities. 

1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain personal reasons for selecting patterns and ideas for music that represent expressive intent. 

1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a specific purpose by presenting a final version of musical ideas to peers or informal audience. 

1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics, tempo) and how creators use them to convey expressive intent. 

1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific purpose with expression and technical accuracy.  

1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the audience and purpose. 

1.3A.2.Re8a: Demonstrate basic knowledge of music concepts and how they support creators’/performers’ expressive intent. 

1.3A.2.Re9a: Apply personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation of music.  

1.3A.2.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community. 
9.1.2.RM.1: Describe how valuable items might be damaged or lost and ways to protect them 
9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).  
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work (e.g., 1.3A.2CR1a). 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
8.1.2.DA.2: Store, copy, search, retrieve, modify, and delete data using a computing device. 
8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc Keep Here 



RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).  
RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). RL.K.3. With 
prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
RL.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 
RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
. 9.4.2.DC.7: Describe actions peers can take to positively impact climate change (e.g., 6.3.2.CivicsPD.1).  
Holocaust & Amistad: (ELA & SS ONLY) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 

 
How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
How do musicians make creative decisions? 
How do context and the manner in which musical work is 
presented influence audience response? 
How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ 
expressive intent? 
How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and 
performance(s)? 
How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily 
life inform creating, performing, and responding to music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
 
The creative ideas, concepts and feelings that influence musicians’ 
work emerge from a variety of sources 
Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context 
and expressive intent. 
Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new 
ideas, persistence and the application of appropriate criteria. 
To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate and refine 
their performance over time through openness to new ideas, 
persistence and the application of appropriate criteria. 
The context and how a work is presented influence audience 
response.  
Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators and 
performers provide clues to their expressive intent.  
 The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is 
informed by analysis, interpretation, and established criteria 



Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and 
knowledge to creating, performing, and responding.  

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 

●​ Musical Opposites:   
●​ Steady Beat/No Beat   
●​ Fast/Slow   
●​ High/Low   
●​ Same/Different   
●​ Call/Echo   
●​ Speaking/Singing Head Voices   
●​ Vocally match pitch 
●​ Loud/Soft   
●​ Instrument Timbre (i.e.: shake, scrape, woods, metals, 

etc…)   
●​ Exploring personal space   
●​ Exploring shared space   
●​ Circle, linear formations   
●​ Develop social skills   
●​ Practice taking turns   
●​ Demonstrate respect of self, others and equipment 
●​ Emotions 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
Imagine 
Plan, Make 
Rehearse, Evaluate 
Present 
Interpret 
Interconnection 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
 
Summative Assessments:  
Call/Echo Songs 
Partner Songs 
Musical games 



Knowledge of instrument in-formal assessment 
Read-a-loud musical responses 
Soundscape performance 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Class in-formal performances 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  
Hello Song-Call/Respond 
Read-a-loud musical responses-students can follow along and respond to  
Name that tune-students can request a song or identify a song with limited prompting 

 
Alternative Assessments:  
Group Musical Activities and songs 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

(Number Only) Getting to know…Classmates ●​ Establish class routine: Warm up, Hello Song, Group 

Activity, Individual play 
●​ Jump In, Jump Out-(introduce yourself) 
●​ Johnny Plays the Drum 
●​ Rickety Rackety -(name game) 

2 



●​ Up the Ladder -(name game) 
●​ “Pete the Cat: Rocking in my School Shoes” 
●​ Freeze dance- practice listening (STOP and GO) and 

exploring body movement 

●​ “Boom Chicka Boom” 

 

Getting to know…Instruments in the 
Classroom 

●​ Quaver Music Instrument Video Lessons 
●​ Copy Cat: Pick an instrument and copy a rhythm. 
●​ Charades: act out playing an instrument 
●​ Line em’ Up: Leader plays a beat on 3 instruments, 

student repeats in the same order 
●​ Name that Tune: students guess the tune the leader is 

humming/playing on an instrument 
●​ “First Book About the Orchestra”-students will 

become introduced to the instruments in the orchestra 
●​ “Bello the Cello”-learn about additional classroom 

instruments 

 2 

 

Getting to know…Emotions ●​ “Pete the Cat and his Magical Sunglasses” 
●​ Miss Veronica’s Emotion Dances-learn about different 

emotions through dance and expression 
●​ Using scarf movements, explore emotions through a 

modern song playlist 
●​ “This Little Light of Mine”- action and emotion song 
●​ “Lion Sleeps Tonight”-action and emotion song 
●​ “5 Little Monkeys”-action and emotion song with 

counting 
●​ “Spider on the Floor”-action and emotions 

2 

 Getting to know…High and Low/Loud and 
Soft 

●​ Quaver music activities exploring High and Low/Loud 
and Soft. 

2 



●​ “Day O”-explore volume, counting, syncopated beats, 
vocal high and low 

 Getting to know…Sound ●​ “Old McDonald”- explore animal sounds with call 
and response. 

●​ “Five Little Pumpkins Sitting on a Gate”-explore 
songs 

●​ “Willoughby Wolly Woo”-explore vocal sounds 

2 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Quaver Music  
Teacher Digital Library  
Teacher Classroom Library  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  
●​ Use of prompts  
●​ Modification of content and student products  
●​ Authentic assessments  

 



 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  
●​ Sentence frames  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 2: Music Exploration-Steady beat, types of instruments, rhythm & melody 

Unit Summary: Students will explore music through the learning of steady beat, rhythm and melody, by learning a variety of instruments. 

Unit Learning Targets 



NJSLS Standards:  
1.3A.2.Cr1a: Explore, create and improvise musical ideas using rhythmic and melodic patterns in various meters and tonalities. 

1.3A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain personal reasons for selecting patterns and ideas for music that represent expressive intent. 

1.3A.2.Cr3b: Convey expressive intent for a specific purpose by presenting a final version of musical ideas to peers or informal audience. 

1.3A.2.Pr5e: Demonstrate understanding of basic expressive qualities (e.g., dynamics, tempo) and how creators use them to convey expressive intent. 

1.3A.2.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific purpose with expression and technical accuracy.  

1.3A.2.Pr6b: Perform appropriately for the audience and purpose. 

1.3A.2.Re8a: Demonstrate basic knowledge of music concepts and how they support creators’/performers’ expressive intent. 

1.3A.2.Re9a: Apply personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation of music.  

1.3A.2.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community. 
9.1.2.RM.1: Describe how valuable items might be damaged or lost and ways to protect them 
9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).  
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work (e.g., 1.3A.2CR1a). 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
8.1.2.DA.2: Store, copy, search, retrieve, modify, and delete data using a computing device. 
8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc Keep Here 
RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).  
RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). RL.K.3. With 
prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
RL.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 
RF.K.2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
9.4.2.DC.7: Describe actions peers can take to positively impact climate change (e.g., 6.3.2.CivicsPD.1).  



Holocaust & Amistad: (ELA & SS ONLY) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 

 
How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
How do musicians make creative decisions? 
How do context and the manner in which musical work is 
presented influence audience response? 
How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ 
expressive intent? 
How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and 
performance(s)? 
How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily 
life inform creating, performing, and responding to music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
 
The creative ideas, concepts and feelings that influence musicians’ 
work emerge from a variety of sources 
Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context 
and expressive intent. 
Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new 
ideas, persistence and the application of appropriate criteria. 
To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate and refine 
their performance over time through openness to new ideas, 
persistence and the application of appropriate criteria. 
The context and how a work is presented influence audience 
response.  
Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators and 
performers provide clues to their expressive intent.  
 The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is 
informed by analysis, interpretation, and established criteria 
Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and 
knowledge to creating, performing, and responding.  

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 

●​ Musical Opposites:   
●​ Steady Beat/No Beat   
●​ Fast/Slow   
●​ High/Low   
●​ Same/Different   
●​ Call/Echo   
●​ Speaking/Singing Head Voices   

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
Imagine 
Plan, Make 
Rehearse, Evaluate 
Present 
Interpret 
Interconnection 



●​ Loud/Soft   
●​ Instrument Timbre (i.e.: shake, scrape, woods, metals, 

etc…)   
●​ Exploring personal space   
●​ Exploring shared space   
●​ Circle, linear formations   
●​ Develop social skills   
●​ Practice taking turns   
●​ Demonstrate respect of self, others and equipment 
●​ Emotions 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
 
Summative Assessments:  
Hello song 
Emotions song 
Knowledge of instrument in-formal assessment 
Seasonal Songs 
Read-a-loud  
Group activities 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Class in-formal performances 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 

Common Benchmark Assessments:  
Hello Song-Call/Respond 



Read-a-loud musical responses-students can follow along and respond to  
Name that tune-students can request a song or identify a song with limited prompting 

Alternative Assessments: 
Group musical activities and songs 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

(Number Only) Getting to know…Steady Beat ●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Quaver Music Steady Beat video lesson 
●​ See Unit 1 songs-focus on steady beats 

2 

 

Getting to know…Instruments ●​ "Never Play Music Right Next to the Zoo" by John Lithgow 
●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Quaver Music Instrument video lessons 
●​ “Old McDonald had a Band”-explore instruments 
●​ See Unit 1 songs-Learn folk songs on classroom 

instruments 
○​ bar instruments 
○​ drums 
○​ boomawackers 
○​ ukulele/guitar 
○​ piano 

●​ “What Color is it”-explores colors, identifying colors, and 
matching color with correlating pitches of the pentatonic 
scale  (use bar instruments or boomawackers) 

3 

 

Getting to know…Rhythm ●​ “I Got the Rhythm” 
●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Quaver Music Rhythm video lessons 
●​ See Unit 1 songs-focus on rhythms using standard or iconic 

notation 

2 



●​ Use youtube videos with play alongs 

 Getting to know…Melody ●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Quaver Music Melody video lessons 
●​ See Unit 1 songs-focus on melody using standard or iconic 

notation 
●​ Use youtube videos with play alongs 

3 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Quaver Music  
Teacher Digital Library  
Teacher Classroom Library  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  
●​ Use of prompts  
●​ Modification of content and student products  
●​ Testing accommodations  
●​ Authentic assessments  



 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	●​"Never Play Music Right Next to the Zoo" by John Lithgow 

