
 
 

Wall Township Public Schools                                   Board Approval Date: 8/19/25 

Course Title: Guitar  

Course Description: This 14-week introductory guitar course is designed for middle 
school students with little to no prior experience on the instrument.  Students will 
explore the fundamentals of guitar performance, music literacy, and creative 
expression. Emphasis is placed on building foundational skills including posture, 
tuning, open string technique, first-position chords, rhythmic strumming, reading 
tablature, and ensemble collaboration. 

Students will also gain exposure to songwriting, basic music theory, and reflective 
practice through a series of scaffolded, standards-aligned activities. 

Students will engage with a wide range of music styles and playing techniques, from 
open chords and strumming patterns to pentatonic improvisation and ensemble 
arrangements.  
 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/vpa/  

 
 
 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/vpa/


 

Course Sequence & Pacing 

Unit Title  

Estimated  
Number of 

Instructional 
Periods  

Introduction to Guitar & Sound  
“On a Steel Horse I Ride” 

5 days 

First Chords – Em, C, G  
“And So It Begins..” 

5 days   

C-A-G-E-D System 
“Guitar George He Knows All The Chords” 

10 days  

Playing Popular Songs Using C-A-G-E-D Chord 
“Juke Box Hero”  

15 days  

Playing Melodies – TAB & Notation 
“Doe -Re-Me” 

15 days  

Power Chords & the Chromatic Scale 
“Welcome to the Chromatic Jungle” 

10 days  

The Blues The 12-Bar Blues & Pentatonic/Blues Scale 
“What are the Blues and How Do You Get ‘Em?” 

15 days   

Ensemble Playing & Performance 15 days  



“Show and Tell on a SIx String Machine” 
 

 
 

Unit 1  
 
 
 

Desired Results 
Unit 1 Title: Introduction to Guitar & Sound  

Unit Summary: Students learn the parts of the acoustic guitar, how sound is produced, and basic instrument care. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4a: Apply collaboratively and personally developed criteria for selecting music of contrasting styles for 
performance and explain expressive qualities, technical challenges and reasons for choices.  

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4b: Compare the structure of contrasting pieces of music selected for performance, explaining how the 
elements of music are used in each. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  

●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the 
most plausible option 

●​ 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information. 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1 Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  



●​ 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective 
of the user and the producer. 

●​ 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific 
purpose.  

 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ MS-PS4-1 Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves that includes how the 

amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. 

 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ What are the parts of the guitar and how do they 

affect sound? 
●​ How does sound production work on a guitar? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Each part of the guitar contributes to its tone and 

playability. 
●​ Sound is produced by the vibration of strings and 

amplified by the guitar body. 

Vocabulary: Headstock, tuning pegs, nut, frets, fretboard, body, sound hole, bridge, strings, pick, vibration, pitch 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Students identify the parts of the acoustic guitar 
●​ Students will consider how sound is produced on the strings of the guitar  
●​ Students will be introduced to  instrument care. 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 



People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 
●​ Draw a picture of the guitar and label the parts  
●​ Retrieve and pack guitars in an orderly fashion as directed by the teacher including how to carry the guitar to his 

or her seat avoiding damage to the guitar  

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: Labeling diagram 
Summative Assessments: Written quiz on guitar anatomy 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Guitar parts oral presentation 
Alternative Assessments: Build-a-guitar poster (parts and functions) 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar  
Consonus Guitar Method 
Youtube  

 

 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In 
addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP 
acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

Review of directions  



Preferential seating  
Follow a routine/schedule  

            Immediate feedback  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
Teacher modeling   
Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection  
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily 
activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  

Pre-Assess to provide Differentiated Instruction to Accelerate Learning   
 
 

Unit 2 
 
 
 

Desired Results 
Unit 2 Title: First Chords – Em, C, G ( one finger chords on three to four strings )  

Unit Summary: Students learn three basic chords and how to strum in time using several strumming patterns  



Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4b  Demonstrate understanding of the structure and elements of music in music selected for 
performance. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr5a  Compare the structure of contrasting pieces of music selected for performance, explaining how the 
elements of music are used in each. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6a Perform music, alone or with others, with expression, technical accuracy, and appropriate 
interpretation. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Re7b Classify and compare how the elements of music and expressive qualities relate to the structure 
within programs of music (e.g., a playlist, live performance). 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  

●​ 9.4.8.CT.2 Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate which solution is most efficient. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.3  Use various types of media to share information (e.g., instructional videos or diagrams) 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.1 Assess data gathered on individual and group creativity to generate new or improved ideas. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​ 8.2.8.ED.1 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of 

the user and the producer. 
●​ 8.2.8.NT.1 Examine a malfunctioning tool, product, or system and propose solutions to the problem.  

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ M: 6.NS.C.5 Understand positive and negative numbers in context; apply to real-world situations. 
●​ ELA: SL.7 1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions...building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly. 
 

Learning Targets 

http://8.2.8.ed


Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ What makes a chord? 
●​ How do chord progressions support melody? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Chords are the harmonic foundation of music. 
●​ Strumming patterns support musical phrasing. 

Vocabulary: Chord, strum, downstroke, progression, finger placement, fret 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Play Em, C, and G chords using several strumming patterns in combination of down and upstrokes.  
●​ Transition smoothly between chords 
●​ Strum in consistent rhythm 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 
People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Play Em to G with “one finger chords” 
●​ Play one of the chord with simplified rhythms ie whole notes  

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments:  Chord switching drills 
Summative Assessments:  Performance of 3-chord song 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Chord progressions video submission 
Alternative Assessments: Write chord chart for a simple song 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar 
Consonus Guitar 
 Youtube  



 

 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and modifications 
outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In addition to exposure to 
the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental 
curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

 Small group/One to one  
 Additional time  

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often preferred 
over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Extended Time  
Simplified/Verbal Instructions  
Visual learning, including graphic organizers 
 Teacher modeling  
Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills -  

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Alternative Assessments  
 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily activities 
in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  



It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  
 Differentiated Online Practice  

 

Unit 3 
 
 
 

Desired Results 
Unit 3 Title: C-A-G-E-D System 

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will learn the open-position chords C, A, G, E, and D and understand how these 
shapes are used to map out the guitar fretboard. This foundational system prepares students for future barre chord and 
transposition concepts. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​  1.3A.8.Pr4b Demonstrate understanding of the structure and elements of music in music selected for 
performance. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr5a​
Rehearse to refine technical accuracy and expressive qualities, and document practice and performance 
improvement over time. 

●​  1.3A.8.Cn10a​
 Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when creating, 
performing, and responding to music. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Re7b​
 Identify and describe the elements of music in performances and how they support expressive intent. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2 Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate which solution is most efficient. 



●​ 9.4.8.CI.2  Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.IML.3  Use various types of media to share information  

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
●​ 8.2.8.ED.1  Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective 

of the user and the producer. 
●​ 8.1.8.DA.1  Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific 

purpose 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ ELA: RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ What is the C-A-G-E-D chord system and why is it 

important? 
●​ How does learning chord shapes improve my 

understanding of the guitar neck? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ The C-A-G-E-D system connects open chord shapes to 

patterns across the fretboard. 
●​ Recognizing chord families helps guitarists play 

more confidently in different positions. 

Vocabulary: CAGED system, chord shape, open position, root note, fretboard, transposition, movable chord 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Identify and play the five basic chords: C, A, G, E, D 
●​ Understand how each shape links to different positions 
●​ Begin recognizing the "moveable chord" concept 
●​ Improve chord-changing fluency using the system 



Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 
People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Graph the chords of the basic caged system on blank guitar graph paper 
●​ move chord shapes up and down the guitar neck 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: Chord shape recognition games 
Summative Assessments:  Performance of each C-A-G-E-D chord 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Short quiz matching shapes and keys/ Graph chords on Blank chord sheets 
Alternative Assessments: Create a visual map of the CAGED system  

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar  
Consonus Guitar Method 
 Youtube 

 

 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and modifications 
outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In addition to exposure to 
the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental 
curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

Small group/One to one   



Additional time  
Immediate feedback  

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often preferred 
over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

 
Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
 Teacher modeling  
Cooperative learning groups 

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection  
Alternative Assessments  
 Homework Options Leveled Rubrics  
Work Alone Choice  

 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily 
activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  

Small Group In-Depth Instruction  
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 4 
 
 
 

Desired Results 
Unit 4 Title: Playing Popular Songs Using C-A-G-E-D Chords 

Unit Summary: In this unit, students apply the C-A-G-E-D chords by learning to play simple, well-known songs 
from pop, folk, and rock traditions. Emphasis is on chord transitions, rhythm consistency, and expressive 
performance. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS:  

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6a Perform music, alone or with others, with expression, technical accuracy, and appropriate 
interpretation. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4a Demonstrate and explain how the selection of music to perform is influenced by personal 
interest, context, and technical skill. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Re7a Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by personal and 
cultural experiences. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr5a Rehearse to refine technical accuracy and expressive qualities, and document practice and 
performance improvement over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  

●​ 9.4.8.CI.1 Assess data gathered on individual and group creativity to generate new or improved ideas and 
solutions. 

●​ 9.4.8.TL.4 Synthesize and publish information using appropriate digital tools (e.g., video, audio, or visual 
presentation). 

●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1 Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 
Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  



●​ 8.1.8.AP.4:  Decompose problems and sub-problems into parts to facilitate the design, implementation, and review 
of programs.   

●​ 8.1.8.AP.5: Create procedures with parameters to organize code and make it easier to reuse. 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ M: 7.RP.A.2 Recognize and represent proportional relationships between quantities. 
●​ MS-PS4-1 Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves that includes how the 

amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ How do popular songs use simple chord progressions? 
●​ How can I use the CAGED chords to play along with 

real music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Many songs are built from basic chord progressions 

that use open C-A-G-E-D chords. 
●​ Playing familiar songs builds fluency, confidence, 

and musical enjoyment. 

Vocabulary: Chord progression, verse, chorus, bridge, strumming pattern, capo, chord chart, lead sheet 

●​ Students will be able to: Play 2–4 popular songs using only C-A-G-E-D chords 
●​ Maintain steady rhythm and consistent strumming 
●​ Use song structure to follow verses and choruses 
●​ Perform with a backing track or group 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 
People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Play a reggae song ( ex..”Three Little Birds") 
●​ Color code a song chart with two different color choices one for verse one for chorus  

 



Assessment Evidence 
Formative Assessments: Guided play-alongs with chord sheets. Graph chords on blank chord chart graphs  
Summative Assessments: Solo or group performance of a popular song 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Play and sing (or accompany a singer) using 3–4 chord songs  
Alternative Assessments: Solo or group performance of a popular song 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar , Consonus Guitar Method, Youtube  
 
 

 

 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In 
addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP 
acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

Small group/One to one  
Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts  
Preferential seating task 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 



Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
Teacher modeling   
Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills - 
Cooperative learning groups 

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

 Home/School Connection  
Supplemental Instruction  
Differentiated Online Practice  
Small Group Instruction  

 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily 
activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  

Homogenous Grouping 
 

Unit 5 
 
 
 

Desired Results 
Unit 5 Title: Playing Melodies – TAB & Notation 

Unit Summary: Students learn to read tablature and simple notation to play single-note melodies 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 



●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4b  Demonstrate understanding of the structure and elements of music in music selected for 
performance. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr5a Rehearse to refine technical accuracy and expressive qualities, and document practice and 
performance improvement over time. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Re7b Identify and describe the elements of music in performances and how they support expressive intent. 
●​ 1.3A.8.Cr2b  Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal rhythmic, 

melodic, and two-chord harmonic musical ideas. 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2 Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way. 
●​ 9.4.8.CT.3 Design and implement strategies to solve a problem. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  8.1.8.DA.2 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ 2.1.8.EH.1: Compare and contrast stress management strategies that are used to address various types of 
stress-induced situations  

●​ MS-PS4-1 Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves that includes how the 
amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. 

 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ How do guitarists read music? 
●​ What does TAB tell us that notation doesn’t? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Guitarists use both standard notation and tablature 

(TAB) to learn music. 
●​ TAB indicates finger placement and string choice. 

Vocabulary: TAB, staff, notation, ledger line, time signature, measure, string number 



Students will be able to:  
●​ Read and perform from TAB 
●​ Identify string and fret combinations 
●​ Begin reading standard notation (open strings) 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 
People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Color Code each string on the tablature to help with accuracy while reading tablature 
●​ “Sing and say “ the notes of standard notation in the reading examples  

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: Reading TAB exercises 
Summative Assessments: Performance of a TAB melody 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Notation and TAB quiz 
Alternative Assessments: Compose a simple 4-bar melody in TAB 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar , Consonus Guitar Method, Youtube 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 



Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In 
addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP 
acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

 Small group/One to one  
 Additional time  

             Space for movement or breaks  
 Preferential seating  
 Rest breaks Immediate feedback  

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

 Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts 
 Extended Time - Simplified/Verbal Instructions - Frequent Breaks  
 Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills - 
Cooperative learning groups 

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection  
Alternative Assessments  
Homogeneous Grouping  
Supplemental Instruction  
Homework Options  
 Differentiated Online Practice  
Leveled Rubrics  
Tiered Activities  



 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily 
activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  

Small Group In-Depth Instruction  
 

Unit 6 
 
 
 

Desired Results 
Unit 5 Title: Power Chords & the Chromatic Scale 

Unit Summary: Students explore power chords (root + 5th) and the chromatic scale across one string to understand 
pitch, movement, and fretboard logic. This unit sets a foundation for rock riffing, transposition, and eventual barre 
chords. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4b Demonstrate understanding of the structure and elements of music in music selected for 
performance. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr5a Rehearse to refine technical accuracy and expressive qualities, and document practice and 
performance improvement over time. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr1a Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and harmonic accompaniments 
within basic forms (e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and expanded forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, codas) 
that convey expressive intent. Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 

●​ 1.3A.8.Re7b Identify and describe the elements of music in performances and how they support expressive intent. 



 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills  (CLKS):  

●​ 9.4.8.CT.2 Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate which solution is most efficient. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.1 Assess data gathered on individual and group creativity to generate new or improved ideas. 
●​ 9.4.8.IML.3 Use various types of media to share information (e.g., sound clips, diagrams) 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  8.2.8.ED.2 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  

●​ 2.1.8.EH.1: Compare and contrast stress management strategies that are used to address various types of 
stress-induced situations  

●​ MS-PS4-1 Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves that includes how the 
amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. 

 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ What is a power chord, and why is it useful in rock 

and modern music? 
●​ How does the chromatic scale help us navigate the 

guitar neck? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Power chords are simplified movable shapes that 

work across the fretboard. 
●​ The chromatic scale is the foundation of all 

Western music and helps us understand pitch 
relationships. 

Vocabulary: Power chord, root, fifth, chromatic scale, semitone (half step), fretboard, position, slide, shape, muted string 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Play root-5 power chords on the 6th and 5th strings 
●​ Move power chord shapes up and down the neck 



●​ Play the chromatic scale ascending and descending 
●​ Identify all 12 pitches in the chromatic scale 
●​ Recognize musical patterns and movement on the fretboard 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 
People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Write out the chromatic scale using different colored pencils for sharps and flats 
●​ perform the power chords using only the root note with one finger  

 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: Power chord shape drills and finger placement checks 
Summative Assessments: Performance of a power chord riff or chromatic scale 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Fluency quiz: chromatic scale up one string; perform power chords from E to G 
Alternative Assessments: Create a fretboard map or chromatic scale poster 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar , Consonus Guitar Method, Youtube 

 

 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In 



addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP 
acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

Small group/One to one  
Additional time  
Review of directions  
Student restates information  

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

 Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
 Personal Glossary   
 Extended Time  
 Simplified/Verbal Instructions  

Students at Risk of Failure 
Home/School Connection  
 Alternative Assessments 

Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily 
activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  

Small Group In-Depth Instruction  
 
 
 

Unit 7 
 
 
 



Desired Results 
Unit 6 Title: The Blues The 12-Bar Blues & Pentatonic/Blues Scale 

Unit Summary: In this unit, students explore the 12-bar blues chord progression, learn to play it in the key of E 
using open and power chords, and apply the minor pentatonic and blues scale to create original riffs and 
improvised solos. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr1a Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas and patterns within a given tonality 
and/or meter. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4b Demonstrate understanding of the structure and elements of music in music selected for performance. 
●​  1.3A.8.Pr5a Rehearse to refine technical accuracy and expressive qualities, and document practice and 

performance improvement over time. 
●​ 1.3A.8.Re7a  Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by personal and cultural 

experiences. 
●​  1.3A.8.Cn10a  Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 

creating, performing, and responding to music. 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
●​ 9.4.8.CI.1 Assess data gathered on individual and group creativity to generate new or improved ideas and 

solutions. 
●​  9.4.8.GCA.1 Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 
●​  9.4.8.CT.2  Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate which solution is most efficient. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):   
●​ 8.2.8.ED.1 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system. 
●​ 8.1.8.DA.1  Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific 

purpose. 



Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the political and 

economic expansion of the United States. 
●​ 6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a: Examine sources from a variety of perspectives to describe efforts to 

reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the Antebellum period. 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ What is the 12-bar blues and why is it important in 

American music? 
●​ How can I use the blues scale to improvise and 

express myself on guitar? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ The 12-bar blues is a foundational musical form 

used in rock, jazz, and popular music. 
●​ The pentatonic and blues scales allow players to 

improvise melodies and riffs that “fit” the chord 
changes. 

●​ Improvisation is a creative skill that combines 
listening, patterns, and self-expression. 

Vocabulary: 12-bar blues, I-IV-V, turnaround, shuffle, swing, pentatonic scale, blues scale, riff, lick, improvise, root note, 
minor 3rd, blue note 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Play the 12-bar blues progression in E and A 
●​ Identify and use the E minor pentatonic and E and A  blues scale 
●​ Create simple blues improvisations using scale patterns 
●​ Recognize the structure and history of the blues 
●​ Perform with swing rhythm and expressive phrasing 
●​ Create simple blues lyrics in AAB form  



Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 
People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Write a blues in AAB form about climate change 
●​ Improvise a blues riff using only three notes  

 
 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: Call-and-response blues licks using the scale 
Summative Assessments:  Perform a 12-bar blues progression and improvise over it 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Performance rubric for rhythm, timing, and scale use 
Alternative Assessments: Create and record a short original blues solo or riff 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar , Consonus Guitar Method, Youtube 

 

 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In 
addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP 
acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

 Preferential seating  



 Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task 
             Checklists 
             Immediate feedback  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Teacher modeling  
Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills - 
Think-pair-share 

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection  
Group Work Choice  

 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily 
activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  

Homogenous Grouping  
 
 
 
 

Unit 8 
 
 
 



Desired Results 
Unit 7 Title: Ensemble Playing & Performance 

Unit Summary: Students collaborate in small guitar ensembles, applying prior knowledge in a musical context. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS:  

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6a  Perform music, alone or with others, with expression, technical accuracy, and appropriate 
interpretation. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr5a Rehearse to refine technical accuracy and expressive qualities, and document practice and 
performance improvement over time. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4a Demonstrate and explain how the selection of music to perform is influenced by personal interest, 
context, and technical skill. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  
●​ 9.4.8.CI.1 Assess data gathered on individual and group creativity to generate new or improved ideas and 

solutions. 
●​ 9.4.8.COL.1 Collaborate to develop solutions to a problem and evaluate their effectiveness. 
●​ 9.4.8.GCA.1nModel how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):   
●​ 8.2.8.ED.3 Develop a plan that includes analysis of data, prioritization of tasks, and reflection to revise a process. 
●​ 8.2.8.NT.1 Examine a malfunctioning system and identify its components to troubleshoot and improve 

performance. 
Interdisciplinary Connections:  



●​ SL.7.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond with relevant observations and ideas that bring 
the discussion back on topic. 

●​ 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early 
administrations of the national government met the goals established in the Constitution. 

 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ What makes a successful music ensemble? 
●​ How do musicians work together to stay in sync? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Ensemble performance requires listening, timing, 

and cooperation. 
●​ Each part contributes to the whole musical piece. 

Vocabulary: Ensemble, harmony, part, cooperation, conductor, cue, dynamics 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Perform collaboratively in a small group 
●​ Maintain rhythm and harmony 
●​ Support peers musically 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ and 
People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Place students in varying degrees of proficiency in each group  
●​ Students can choose an of the ensembles from “Consonus Guitar Method” 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: Small group practice   



Summative Assessments: Group performance 
Common Benchmark Assessments: Ensemble performance rubric 
Alternative Assessments: Peer video feedback log 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Modern Guitar Method for Guitar , Consonus Guitar Method, Youtube 

 

 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In 
addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. The IEP 
acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

Small group/One to one 
            Additional time  
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Cooperative learning groups 
 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection  
Work Alone Choice  
Group Work Choice  



 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits daily 
activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in instruction.  

-Homogenous Grouping - Small Group In-Depth Instruction -  Differentiated Online Practice - Alternative Assessments - 
Pre-Assess to provide Differentiated Instruction to Accelerate Learning   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	●​ELA: SL.7 1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions...building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

