
  

Board Approval Date: 8/15/2023 

Course Title: 6th Grade General Music 

Course Description: An introduction to different musical genres, ukulele, and electronic music. 

 

Course Sequence & Pacing 

Week Marking Period 1 
(Unit 1: Music Review and Genres & Unit 2: Intro to Ukulele) 

1 Unit 1: Introduction to Music 6 Unit 2: Intro to Ukulele 

2 Unit 1: Review of Music Skills 7 Unit 2: Ukulele Fundamentals 

3 Unit 1: Review of Music Skills 8 Unit 2: Ukulele-C major, A minor, G major 

4 Unit 1:Musical Genres 9 Unit 2: Ukulele-C major, A minor, G major 

5 Unit 1: Musical Genres 10 Unit 2: Ukulele-Performance 1 

Week Marking Period 2 
(Unit 3: Ukulele and Electronic Music) 

11 Unit 3: Ukulele- G major, E minor, D major, D minor 16 Unit 4: The Art of Foley 

12 Unit 3: Ukulele- G major, E minor, D major, D minor 17 Unit 4: Intro to Electronic Music/Digital Audio 
Workspace 

13 Unit 3: Ukulele- Performance 2 18 Unit 4: Create Electronic Music using a Digital Audio 
Workspace 

14 Unit 4: Science of Sound 19 Unit 4: Create Electronic Music using a Digital Audio 
Workspace 



15 Unit 4: Science of Sound 20 Unit 4: Semester Choice Board 

 
 

 



 

UNIT 1  (Music Review and Genres) 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 1: Music Review and Genres 

Unit Summary: Review music terms, performance techniques and genres learned in elementary music. 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and harmonic accompaniments within basic forms 
(e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and expanded forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, codas) that convey expressive intent. 
Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr2b: Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal rhythmic phrases, melodic 
phrases and harmonic sequences 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr3b: Present the final versions of documented personally and collaboratively created music that demonstrates craftsmanship 
and originality to others. Apply compositional techniques to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance to convey 
expressive intent. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4a: Apply collaboratively and personally developed criteria for selecting music of contrasting styles for performance and 
explain expressive qualities, technical challenges and reasons for choices.  

●​ 1.3A.8.P4d: Identify and explain how cultural and historical context inform performances and result in different musical effects 
●​  1.3A.8.Re7b: Classify and compare how the elements of music and expressive qualities relate to the structure within programs of 

music (e.g., a playlist, live performance).  
●​ 1.3A.8.Re7c: Identify and compare the context of programs of music from a variety of genres, cultures and historical periods. 
●​ 1.3A.8.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and 

daily life. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  



●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 
Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 

●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 

 
How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 
When is a performance judged ready to present?  
How do context and the manner in which musical work is 
presented influence audience response?  
How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, 
performing and responding?  
How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily 
life inform creating, performing and responding to music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
The creative ideas, concepts and feelings that influence musicians’ 
work emerge from a variety of sources. 
Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, 
and expressive intent. 
Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new 
ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. 
Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, 
understanding of their own technical skill, and the context for a 
performance influence the selection of repertoire. 
To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate and refine 
their performance over time through openness to new ideas, 
persistence and the application of appropriate criteria. 



Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and 
knowledge to creating, performing and responding. 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour 
●​ Improvisation 
●​ Different Musical Genres - Country, Classical, Rap, Hip Hop, R & B, 

Musical Theater, Reggae, Jazz, Movie Scores, Rock, Pop 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
Compose musical and rhythmic passages 
Evaluate music of different genres 
Rehearse rhythms and notes 
Present musical passages 
Interpret and compare different musical genres 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Song of the Day/Genre of the Week-Students will listen, evaluate, and explore songs from different genres over the course of 10 
weeks. 

●​ Create Your Own Rhythm Project-after reviewing basic rhythms, students will compose, record and perform their own rhythmic 
compositions 

●​ Genre Project- Students will choose a composer/performer of their choice to research and present 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Song of the Day worksheets 
●​ Song of the Day Bi-weekly Quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 



●​ Project Recordings 
●​ Project Class Presentations 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ Song of the Day Quizzes- Bi-weekly Quizzes will assess students' knowledge on the genres covered. 
●​ Composition Group Project- students will collaborate, creating a rhythmic composition that will be performed for the class (via 

video recording or in-person). Students will evaluate themselves and their peers. 

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Body Percussion: Students will review basic rhythms and learn about the body drumset. Students will learn an ostinato (groove) 
using their body drumset and perform it (via video recording or in-person) 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

(Number Only)    
1.3A.8.Pr4a 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 
9.1.8.CR.2 
9.4.8.CI.3 
 

Introduction to music. 
Getting to know each other. 
Music classroom expectations/Values 

●​ Music ice breaker games 
●​ Social ice breaker games 
●​ Class Values discussion 

 
1 
  

1.3A.8.Cr1a 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Cr3b 
1.3A.8.Pr4c 
1.3A.8.Pr6a 
1.3A.8.Pr6b 

Musical Vocabulary 
Refine elementary vocabulary 
Present Rhythm Tree 
Improvise standard and/or iconic 
notation 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Improvise using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 

 4 



9.4.8.CI.2 
NJSLSA.L6 
 
 
 

Compose standard and/or iconic notation 
Perform and present standard and/or 
iconic notation 

●​ Perform/ present using standard and/or iconic notation 

1.3A.8.Pr4b 
1.3A.8.P4d 
1.3A.8.Re7b 
1.3A.8.Re7c 
1.3A.8.Re9a 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 
9.4.8.CI.3 
1.5.8.Cn11b 

 
 

Musical Genres 
Compare contrasting pieces of music 
Identify how music and performance is 
affected by culture 
Evaluate and interpret musical works 
and performances 
 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Compare contrasting pieces of music 
●​ Identify and explain how cultural and historical 

context inform performances and result in different 
musical effects 

●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 

●​ Identify and compare the context of programs of 
music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical 
periods 

●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

4 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Little Kids Rock  
Chromebooks  
Google Docs and Google Forms  
Song of the Day Worksheets (Google Docs)  
Youtube  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 



Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

UNIT 2  (Intro to Ukulele, Ukulele Fundamentals, and Chords C major, A minor, and G major) 

 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 2: Intro to Ukulele, Ukulele Fundamentals, and Chords C major, A minor, and G major 

Unit Summary: Introduce the musical instrument, the ukulele. Students will learn about the history, parts of the instrument, and learn how 
to play the first 3 chords. 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and harmonic accompaniments within basic forms 
(e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and expanded forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, codas) that convey expressive intent. 
Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr2b: Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal rhythmic phrases, melodic 
phrases and harmonic sequences 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr3b: Present the final versions of documented personally and collaboratively created music that demonstrates craftsmanship 
and originality to others. Apply compositional techniques to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance to convey 
expressive intent. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6a: Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally authentic practices to convey the creator’s 
intent.  

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6b: Demonstrate performance decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire, behavior) and audience etiquette appropriate for venue, 
purpose, context, and style. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Re7c: Identify and compare the context of programs of music from a variety of genres, cultures and historical periods. 
●​ 1.3A.8.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and 

daily life. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 



Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 
 

How do musicians improve the quality of their creative 
work? 
How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, 
performing and responding?  
How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily 
life inform creating, performing and responding to music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
 
Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new 
ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. 
Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, 
understanding of their own technical skill, and the context for a 
performance influence the selection of repertoire. 
Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their 
interests, experiences, understandings, and purposes. Response to 
music is informed by analyzing context (e.g., social, cultural, 



historical) and how creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the 
elements of music. 
Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and 
knowledge to creating, performing and responding. 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour 
●​ Improvisation 
●​ Different Musical Genres - Country, Classical, Rap, Hip Hop, R & B, 

Musical Theater, Reggae, Jazz, Movie Scores, Rock, Pop 
●​ Parts of the Ukulele: body, neck, head, strings, frets, tuning pegs, nut, 

bridge, sound hole 
●​ Ukulele Chords 
●​ Ukulele Strumming Patterns 
●​ Ukulele Fingerings 
●​ Chord chart 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
 
Compose musical and rhythmic passages 
Evaluate music of different genres 
Rehearse rhythms and notes 
Present musical passages 
Interpret and compare different musical genres 
Rehearse ukulele chords 
Present an understanding for the parts of the instrument and chords 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Song of the Day/Genre of the Week (continued)-Students will listen, evaluate, and explore songs from different genres over the 
course of 10 weeks. 

●​ Ukulele Literacy Pre-assessment- Students will complete a pre-assessment with varying ukulele knowledge questions to gather what 
the students may or may not already know. 

●​ Label the Parts of the Ukulele- Students will complete an online worksheet to help them learn the parts of the ukulele. 



●​ Complete the Chord Chart- Students will complete an online worksheet to help them remember the chords of the ukulele. 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Song of the Day worksheets 
●​ Song of the Day Bi-weekly Quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Project Recordings 
●​ Project Class Presentations 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ Song of the Day Quizzes- Bi-weekly Quizzes will assess students' knowledge on the genres covered. 
●​ Performance Assessment 1- Students will practice, learn, record, and perform a song on the ukulele using proper ukulele techniques 

(ukulele positioning, chords, chord transitions, tone quality, tempo, and strumming pattern). 

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Alternative Performance Assessment- Students will perform the 3 chords learned with down strums for 2 measures with a consistent 
tempo. 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

(Number Only) 
1.3A.8.Pr4c 
1.3A.8.Re7c 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 

Unit 2: Intro to Ukulele 
 

Learn and interpret the history of the ukulele 
and its impact on society and culture 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Perform/ present using standard and/or iconic notation 

1 



9.4.8.CI.2 
9.4.8.CI.3 
NJSLSA.L6 
SL.8.1 

 
 

●​ Identify and explain how cultural and historical 
context inform performances and result in different 
musical effects 

●​ Identify and compare the context of programs of 
music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical 
periods 

●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

 

1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Pr4c 
1.3A.8.Re7c 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 
9.4.8.CI.3 
NJSLSA.L6 

Unit 2: Ukulele Fundamentals 
 

Learn and identify parts of the instrument. 
Learn how to correctly hold and play 

instrument 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 

expressive qualities relate 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Improvise using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Perform/ present using standard and/or iconic notation 

 
1 
  

 
 

1.3A.8.Cr1a: 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
9.4.8.CI.3 
9.4.8.CT.2 
 

Unit 2: Ukulele-C major, A minor, G major 
 

Learn and understand major and minor 
chords. 

Learn and understand standard notation on 
the ukulele 

Learn how to correctly playing the C major 
chord 

Learn how to correctly playing the A minor 
chord 

Learn how to correctly playing the G major 
chord 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Improvise using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 

 

2  

 
1.3A.8.Cr1a: 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 

Unit 2: Ukulele-Performance 1 
 

Perform and present using iconic notation a 
modern song using C major, A minor, and G 

●​ Perform/ present using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Identify and compare the context of programs of 

music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical 
periods 

1 



1.3A.8.Cr3b 
1.3A.8.Pr6b 
9.4.8.CI.3 
SL.8.1 

major 
Learn and execute proper performance 

technique 

●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Little Kids Rock  
Chromebooks  
Google Docs and Google Forms  
Quaver Music  
Youtube  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 



●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 3  (Ukulele- F major, E minor, D major, D minor) 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 3: Ukulele- F major, E minor, D major, D minor & Ukulele- Performance 2 

Unit Summary: Continue to learn ukulele chords and grow deeper musical knowledge. Assessment is focused on all the chords learned 
and ukulele skills learned. 

Unit Learning Targets 



NJSLS Standards:  
●​ 1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and harmonic accompaniments within basic forms 

(e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & Variations) and expanded forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, codas) that convey expressive intent. 
Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr2b: Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal rhythmic phrases, melodic 
phrases and harmonic sequences 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr3b: Present the final versions of documented personally and collaboratively created music that demonstrates craftsmanship 
and originality to others. Apply compositional techniques to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance to convey 
expressive intent. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6a: Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally authentic practices to convey the creator’s 
intent.  

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6b: Demonstrate performance decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire, behavior) and audience etiquette appropriate for venue, 
purpose, context, and style. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 



Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 
 

How do musicians improve the quality of their creative 
work? 
How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 
When is a performance judged ready to present? How do 
context and the manner in which musical work is presented 
influence audience response?  
How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ 
expressive intent? 
How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily 
life inform creating, performing and responding to music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
 
Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new 
ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. 
Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, 
understanding of their own technical skill, and the context for a 
performance influence the selection of repertoire. 
Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their 
interests, experiences, understandings, and purposes. Response to 
music is informed by analyzing context (e.g., social, cultural, 
historical) and how creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the 
elements of music. 
Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and 
knowledge to creating, performing and responding. 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour 
●​ Improvisation 
●​ Different Musical Genres - Country, Classical, Rap, Hip Hop, R & B, 

Musical Theater, Reggae, Jazz, Movie Scores, Rock, Pop 
●​ Parts of the Ukulele: body, neck, head, strings, frets, tuning pegs, nut, 

bridge, sound hole 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
Compose musical and rhythmic passages 
Evaluate music of different genres 
Rehearse rhythms and notes 
Present musical passages 
Interpret and compare different musical genres 
Rehearse ukulele chords 
Present an understanding for the parts of the instrument and chords 
 



●​ Ukulele Chords 
●​ Ukulele Strumming Patterns 
●​ Ukulele Fingerings 
●​ Chord chart 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Complete the Chord Chart- Students will complete an online worksheet to help them remember the chords of the ukulele. 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Song of the Day worksheets 
●​ Song of the Day Bi-weekly Quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Project Recordings 
●​ Project Class Presentations 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ Performance Assessment 2- Students will practice, learn, record, and perform a song on the ukulele using proper ukulele techniques 
(ukulele positioning, chords, chord transitions, tone quality, tempo, and strumming pattern). 

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Alternative Performance Assessment- Students will perform the 3 chords learned with down strums for 2 measures with a consistent 
tempo. 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation Timeframe 



(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

(Days or 
Weeks) 

 
 

1.3A.8.Cr1a: 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
9.4.8.CI.3 
9.4.8.CT.2 
 

Unit 3: Ukulele- F major, E minor, D major, 
D minor 

Learn and understand major and minor 
chords. 

Learn and understand standard notation on 
the ukulele 

Learn how to correctly playing the F major 
chord 

Learn how to correctly playing the E minor 
chord 

Learn how to correctly playing the D major 
chord 

Learn how to correctly playing the D minor 
chord 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Improvise using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 

 

2  

 
1.3A.8.Cr1a: 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Cr3b 
1.3A.8.Pr6b 
9.4.8.CI.3 
SL.8.1 

Unit 3: Ukulele- Performance 2 
 

Perform and present using iconic notation a 
modern song using F major, E minor, and D 

major, D minor 
Learn and execute proper performance 

technique 

●​ Perform/ present using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Identify and compare the context of programs of 

music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical 
periods 

●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

1 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 



Texts Notes 
Little Kids Rock  
Chromebooks  
Google Docs and Google Forms  
Quaver Music  
Youtube  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  



●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  

 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 4  (Science of Sound, Art of Foley, Electronic Music & Semester Choice Board) 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: Unit 4: Science of Sound, Art of Foley, Electronic Music and Choice Board 

Unit Summary: Students will get an introduction to the Science behind sound. They will then take what they learned and create sound 
effects using the Art of Foley. From there students will learn how to use an online music making tool to create their own remix. Finally, they 
will end the semester with a choice board project comprised of all the topics covered over the semester. 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr1a: Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic phrases and harmonic accompaniments within basic forms (e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & 
Variations) and expanded forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, codas) that convey expressive intent. Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., 
social, cultural, historical). 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr3a: Evaluate, refine and explain their own work by selecting and applying criteria including appropriate application of elements of music, 
compositional techniques, style and form, and use of sound sources.  

●​ 1.3A.8.Cr3b: Present the final versions of documented personally and collaboratively created music that demonstrates craftsmanship and originality to others. 
Apply compositional techniques to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance to convey expressive intent. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr4a: Apply collaboratively and personally developed criteria for selecting music of contrasting styles for performance and explain expressive qualities, 
technical challenges and reasons for choices.  

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6a: Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally authentic practices to convey the creator’s intent.  

●​ 1.3A.8.Pr6b: Demonstrate performance decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire, behavior) and audience etiquette appropriate for venue, purpose, context, and 
style. 



●​ 1.3A.8.Re7c: Identify and compare the context of programs of music from a variety of genres, cultures and historical periods. 

●​ 1.3A.8.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 
 

How do musicians improve the quality of their creative 
work? 
How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 
When is a performance judged ready to present?  

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
 
Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, context, 
and expressive intent. 
Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new 
ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. 



How do context and the manner in which musical work is 
presented influence audience response?  
How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, 
performing and responding? 

Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, 
understanding of their own technical skill, and the context for a 
performance influence the selection of repertoire. 
To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate and refine 
their performance over time through openness to new ideas, 
persistence and the application of appropriate criteria. 
Musicians judge performance based on criteria that vary across time, 
place and cultures. The context and how a work is presented influence 
audience response.  
Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their 
interests, experiences, understandings, and purposes. Response to 
music is informed by analyzing context (e.g., social, cultural, 
historical) and how creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the 
elements of music. 
Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and 
knowledge to creating, performing and responding. 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour 
●​ Improvisation 
●​ Different Musical Genres - Country, Classical, Rap, Hip Hop, R & B, 

Musical Theater, Reggae, Jazz, Movie Scores, Rock, Pop 
●​ Parts of the Ukulele: body, neck, head, strings, frets, tuning pegs, nut, 

bridge, sound hole 
●​ Ukulele Chords 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
Compose musical and rhythmic passages using a digital music 
platform 
Evaluate music of different genres 
Rehearse rhythms and notes 
Present musical passages 
Interpret and compare different musical genres 
Rehearse ukulele chords 
Present an understanding for the parts of the instrument and chords 
Explore how sound is created 
 



●​ Ukulele Strumming Patterns 
●​ Ukulele Fingerings 
●​ Chord chart 
●​ Foley Artist 
●​ Sound Engineer 
●​ Loops 
●​ Soundwave 
●​ Vibration 
●​ Sound Effects 
●​ Category of instruments: idiophone, membranophone, 

lamellophone, aerophone, chordophone 

●​ Music Software (Soundtrap) 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Foley Artist Project: Students will recreate a sound they hear every day by using objects in the classroom. Students will record this 
sound effect for the class to guess. 

●​ Soundtrap Intro Project: Students will experiment with the music creation platform. They will create 4 measures of a loop, backbeat, 
and create a melody using a digital instrument of their choice. 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Project Recordings 
●​ Project Class Presentations 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ I’m Ready Project: Using the sound effect “I’m Ready”, students will create their own remix on Soundtrap. 



●​ End of the Year Choice Board: Students will select a project to complete from 8 different choices that cover all topics discussed 
throughout the semester. Options include but not limited too: Ukulele Performance, Soundtrap Remix, Research a Historical 
Composer, Body Percussion, Dance, Protest/Social Activism Song, Composition 

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Create Your Own Musical Instrument: Using everyday objects from home, students will create their own musical instrument. They 
will create a Google slide to present to the class that includes the category of instrument, objects used, and how the instrument is 
performed 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3A.8.Cr1a: 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Pr4a 
1.3A.8.Re9a 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 

 

Unit 4: Science of Sound 
 

Learn academic vocabulary via Quaver 
Music Science of Sound lesson 

Learn how sound travels 
Learn and present how sound is created on a 
variety of instruments using standard and/or 

iconic notation 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Improvise using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Perform/ present using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 

expressive qualities relate 

2 

1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Pr4a 
1.3A.8.P4d 
1.3A.8.Re9a 
 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 

 

Unit 4: The Art of Foley 
 

Learn the academic vocabulary for the Art 
of Foley 

Learn about the History of the Art of Foley 
Plan, Make, and then perform an original 

sound effect. 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Compare contrasting pieces of music 
●​ Identify and explain how cultural and historical 

context inform performances and result in different 
musical effects 

●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 

1 



●​ Identify and compare the context of programs of 
music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical 
periods 

●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

1.3A.8.Cr1a 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Cr3

b 
1.3A.8.Pr4a 
1.3A.8.Pr6a 
1.3A.8.Re9a 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 
 
 

Unit 4: Intro to Electronic Music/Digital 
Audio Workspace 

 
Learn academic vocabulary for electronic 

music and a digital audio workspace 
Learn how to navigate and develop 

techniques for a digital audio workspace 
 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 

expressive qualities relate 
●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 

performances 

1 

1.3A.8.Cr1a: 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Cr3

b 
1.3A.8.Pr4a 
1.3A.8.Pr6a 
1.3A.8.Re9a 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 

 

Unit 4: Create Electronic Music using a 
Digital Audio Workspace 

 
Compose using standard and/or iconic 

notation an original piece on a digital audio 
workspace 

Share and present 
Evaluate and interpret classmates musical 

works. 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 

expressive qualities relate 
●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 

performances 

2 

1.3A.8.Cr1a: 
1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Cr3

b 
1.3A.8.Pr6a 
1.3A.8.Pr4a 

Unit 4: Semester Choice Board 
 

Using academic vocabulary choose final 
project 

Using learned techniques, create a final 
project 

●​ Learn academic vocabulary. 
●​ Learn process and techniques. 
●​ Be able to utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Improvise using standard and/or iconic notation 
●​ Perform/ present using standard and/or iconic notation 

1 



1.3A.8.Pr4c 
1.3A.8.P4d 
1.3A.8.Re9a 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 

 

Perform/ present a final project using 
standard and/or iconic notation 

Compare and contrast different genres or 
styles of music 

Evaluate classmates final projects 

●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 

●​ Compare contrasting pieces of music 
●​ Identify and explain how cultural and historical 

context inform performances and result in different 
musical effects 

●​ Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 

●​ Identify and compare the context of programs of 
music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical 
periods 

●​ Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 
 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Little Kids Rock  
Chromebooks  
Google Docs and Google Forms  
Quaver Music  
Youtube  
Soundtrap  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 



Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  

 


