
 

Board Approval Date: August 23, 2022 

Course Title: 7th/8th Grade Band/Instrumental Music 

Course Description:  
This course of study offers the students the opportunity to explore music in a performance based environment.  The primary goal of the course is to 
increase the ability, aesthetic awareness and cultural literacy of the young musician while meeting Core Curriculum Standards in an ensemble 
setting. The course requires the students to participate in several performances sharing their achievements with peers, teachers and the community 
at large.  
 

 

Course Sequence & Pacing 

Estimated 
Number  

of Weeks 

Marking Period 1 
(Unit 1: Procedures, Music Review/Theory,Basic instrumental skills) 

(Unit 2: Developing practice habits, exposure to stylistic elements in music ) 

1 Unit 1:”Introduction to the Orchestra” 
Procedures, rehearsal etiquette, basic notation 
reading/ theory and developing an ensemble 

sound.  

6 Unit 2: “Building Technical Skills”  
Development of practice habits, exposure to stylistic 

elements in music.  
 

2 Unit 1:”Introduction to the Orchestra” 
Procedures, rehearsal etiquette, basic notation 
reading/ theory and developing an ensemble 

sound.  
 

7 Unit 2: “Building Technical Skills” 
Development of practice habits, exposure to stylistic 

elements in music.  
 
 

3 Unit 1:”Introduction to the Orchestra” 
Procedures, rehearsal etiquette, basic notation 
reading/ theory and developing an ensemble 

sound.  

8 Unit 2: “Building Technical Skills” 
Development of practice habits, exposure to stylistic 

elements in music.  
 



 
 

  

4 Unit 1:”Introduction to the Orchestra” 
Procedures, rehearsal etiquette, basic notation 
reading/ theory and developing an ensemble 

sound.  

9 Unit 3: “Developing Technical Skills” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble setting 

and techniques peculiar to his or her instrument 

5 Unit 2: “Building Technical Skills”  
Development of practice habits, exposure to stylistic 

elements in music.  
 
 

10 Unit 3: “Developing Technical Skills” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble setting 

and peculiar to his or her instrument 

Estimated 
Number  

of Weeks 

                                    Marking Period 2​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
                              Unit 3: “Developing Technical Skills (developing technical skills) 

​ ​ ​  

11 Unit 3: “Developing Technical Skills” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 

16 Unit 4: “Concert Preparation” 
Development of conceptual understandings of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting and of small group/solo performance 

 

12 Unit 3: “Developing Technical Skills” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 

17 Unit 5: “Refining skills” 
Refining skills and developing artistic expression 

 

13 Unit 4: “Concert Preparation” 
Development of conceptual understandings of 

tone, musicality, balance and blend in an 
ensemble setting and of small group/solo 

performance 
 

18 Unit 5: “Refining skills” 
Refining skills and developing artistic expression 

 
 



 

14 Unit 4: “Concert Preparation” 
Development of conceptual understandings of 

tone, musicality, balance and blend in an 
ensemble setting and of small group/solo 

performance 
 

19 Unit 5: “Refining skills” 
Refining skills and developing artistic expression 

 
 

15 Unit 4: “Concert Preparation” 
Development of conceptual understandings of 

tone, musicality, balance and blend in an 
ensemble setting and of small group/solo 

performance 
 
 

20 Unit 5: “Refining skills” 
Refining skills and developing artistic expression 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Estimated 
Number  

of Weeks 

                                    Marking Period 3​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
                              Unit 3: “Developing Technical Skills (developing technical skills) 

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  

​ ​  
 

21 Unit 6: “Intro to Spring Repertoire” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 

26 Unit 7: “Development of Musicianship”  
(Development conceptual understanding of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting 

 



22 Unit 6: “Intro to Spring Repertoire” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 
 

27 Unit 7: “Development of Musicianship”  
(Development conceptual understanding of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting) 

What makes a solid performance? 
 
 

23 Unit 6: “Intro to Spring Repertoire” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 
 
 
 

28 Unit 7: “Development of Musicianship”  
Development conceptual understanding of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting 

 
 

24 Unit 6: “Intro to Spring Repertoire” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 
 
 
 
 

29 Unit 8: “Development of Artistry” 
Developing  “Artistry” through commitment to 

technical mastery and expression. Actively 
participating in the arts fostering a comprehensive 

understanding of the imaginative and creative 
process.  

 

25 Unit 7: “Development of Musicianship” 
Development conceptual understanding of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting 

 
 
 

30 Unit 8: “Development of Artistry” 
Developing  “Artistry” through commitment to 

technical mastery and expression. Actively 
participating in the arts fostering a comprehensive 

understanding of the imaginative and creative 
process.  

 

 
 



 
 

Estimated 
Number  

of Weeks 

                                    Marking Period 4​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
                              Unit 3: “Developing Technical Skills (developing technical skills) 

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  

​ ​  
 

31 Unit 8: “Development of Artistry” 
Developing  “Artistry” through commitment to 

technical mastery and expression. Actively 
participating in the arts fostering a 

comprehensive understanding of the imaginative 
and creative process.  

 
 

36 Unit 9: “Artistry” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble setting 

and peculiar to his or her instrument 

32 Unit 8: “Development of Artistry” 
Developing  “Artistry” through commitment to 

technical mastery and expression. Actively 
participating in the arts fostering a 

comprehensive understanding of the imaginative 
and creative process.  

 
 

37 Unit 10: “Preparation for a Public Concert”  
Development conceptual understanding of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting 

 

33 Unit 9: “Artistry” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 

38 Unit 10: “Preparation for a Public Concert”  
Development conceptual understanding of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting 

 



34 Unit 9: “Artistry” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 

39 Unit 10: “Preparation for a Public Concert”  
Development conceptual understanding of tone, 
musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting 

35 Unit 9: “Artistry” 
Developing technical skills both in an ensemble 

setting and peculiar to his or her instrument 

40 Unit 10: “Preparation for a Public Concert”  
Development conceptual understanding of tone, 

musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble 
setting 

 



 

UNIT 1   
“Introduction to the Orchestra”  

Procedures, rehearsal etiquette, basic notation reading/ theory and developing an ensemble sound.   
 

 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 
Unit Title #: ““Introduction to the Orchestra”  

“Introduction to the Orchestra 
Unit Summary: This unit will focus on procedures, rehearsal etiquette, basic notation reading/ theory and developing an ensemble 
sound.  
 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

●​ 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of 
the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.​  

●​ 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical works 
inform prepared or improvised performances.  

●​ 1.3C.12nov.Cn10a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, 
and daily life.​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 



●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change:  
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: ​ ​  
How do prescribed procedures contribute to bringing about group 
success? 

How do my musical experiences add value to the whole group? 

How do musical elements such as melody, harmony and rhythm 
work together to create a musical statement?  

How does the practice of reading and interpreting music bring 
about better musical communication?  

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
Procedures are essential to any successful group. 

Musical elements are the building blocks to creating a musical 
statement.  

Musical literacy is essential for musical communication.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
 

Students will know:  
●​ Procedures for retrieving and stowing instruments and 

music properly 
●​ Acceptable rehearsal etiquette to ensure positive and 

satisfying rehearsals and music making.  
●​ Rhythmic values  
●​ Basic music theory  

Students will be able to:  
Create basic sounds on their instrument including scales and short 
musical phrases  
Identify clef, time signature and key signature.  
Perform basic scales or note sequences 
Analyze simple musical passages  
Identify and respond to dynamic and articulation markings 



 Demonstrate an understanding of tempo and mood by analyzing and 
responding to the conductor's movements.  
Interpret and compare different musical genres 

 
 
 
 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his or her instrument(s) 
and IEP/504 
 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation Timeframe 



 (Days or 
Weeks) 

(Number Only)    

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 

1.3C.12nov.Cn10a 

Demonstrate, using music reading skills 
(where appropriate) how knowledge of 
formal aspects in musical works inform 
prepared or improvised performances.  

Students will perform simple scales, rudiments,arpeggios  

melodies from the supplemental text and repertoire.  

Differentiation will be embedded in part distribution.  

 
1 
  

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 

1.3C.12nov.Cn10a 

Identify expressive qualities in a varied 
repertoire of music that can be 
demonstrated through prepared and 
improvised performances. 

Students will respond to articulations, dynamics and stylistic 
elements embedded in reading examples and repertoire.   

 1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 

1.3C.12nov.Cn10a 

 Develop strategies to address technical 
challenges in a varied repertoire of 
music and evaluate their success using 
feedback from ensemble peers and other 
sources to refine performances. 

Students will perform sight reading examples using 
teacher-led strategies for success, record excerpts for revision 
based on feedback from the program “Music First '' and 
teacher. Differentiation will be embedded in part distribution 
and asinged levels determined by the teacher.  

2 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text   
“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
 

 



 
Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities Including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 
●​ Provide visual schedules and checklists for instrument care and rehearsal routines. 
●​ Simplify theory worksheets with larger notation and fewer items. 
●​ Use Chromebooks or enlarged print for notation reading. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Assign leadership roles (section leader for rehearsal routines). 
●​ Allow them to research different orchestra traditions globally and present. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 



●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  
●​ Pre-teach rehearsal vocabulary (tempo, clef, dynamics) with visuals and translated word banks.​

 
●​ Pair beginning ELLs with bilingual or advanced peers during rehearsal setup. 

 
 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Break down notation tasks into smaller steps (identifying clef → counting beats → playing simple phrases). 
●​ Provide more immediate feedback through quick exit tickets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNIT 2  “Building Technical Skills”  

Developing practice habits, exposure to stylistic elements in music  
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: “Building Technical Skills” 



Unit Summary: This Unit will introduce more scales, arpeggios and technical skills/exercises. In addition, the unit will present stylistic 
elements in music and how to achieve them through articulation and manipulation of rhythmic figures. 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

●​ 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of 
the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  

 
●​  1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical works 

inform prepared or improvised performances.  
 

●​ 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and 
improvised performances.  

 
●​  1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances 

of a varied repertoire of music. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change:  
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions:  
How does improving our music reading enable us to become better 
musicians?  
What are the necessary tools needed to successfully perform a piece 
of music?  
Does how we practice have a positive outcome on our ability to 
perform music?  
How does the development of technique expand our musical 
possibilities?  
How do musicians perform music within the prescribed style of the 
repertoire?  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
Aesthetic knowledge stimulates judgment and imagination, 
empowering students to interpret, appreciate, and extract meaning 
from the arts.​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and 
literacy. 

The development of technical skills allows for the expansion of 
musical possibilities​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Effective practice and practice routines will result in greater 
musicianship  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major  

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
Play music which incorporates various key signatures, time 
signatures, dynamic markings, articulations, phrasing and tempo 
changes. 
 



●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
●​ Articulation 
●​ Meter 
●​ Melody 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Time signature 

●​  Italian musical terms related to music at grade level 1.5   

Perform music with increased range using appropriate fingers and 
slide positions 

Play scales and arpeggios at grade level 

Reflect on daily and weekly practice routines and self assess 
efficiency based on development Perform music within the prescribed 
style of the repertoire  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​  

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments: Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his 
or her instrument(s) and IEP/504 



 
 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

(Number Only) 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
 

Develop practice routines including 
exercises, scales and sight reading.  
 
Reflect on time management of practice  
 
 
Utilize operational vocabulary to 
communicate in a musical forum.​
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
 

●​ Create a practice personal practice log  
●​ Develop processes and techniques. 
●​ Utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Utilize a series of technique builders including scales. 
●​ Perform musical statements using standard notation 
●​ Use italian terms to communicate musical concepts  

 
 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
 

Develop practice routines including 
exercises, scales, arpeggios and sight 
reading.  
 
Reflect on time management of practice  
 
 
Utilize operational vocabulary to 
communicate in a musical forum.  

●​ Create a practice personal practice log  
●​ Develop processes and techniques. 
●​ Utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Utilize a series of technique builders in including 

scales, arpeggios and intervallic studies  
●​ Perform musical statements using standard notation 
●​ Use italian terms to communicate musical concepts  
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 

 
1 
  

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  

Develop practice routines including 
exercises, scales, arpeggios and sight 
reading.  
 
Reflect on time management of practice  
 

●​ Create a practice personal practice log  
●​ Develop processes and techniques. 
●​ Utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Utilize a series of technique builders in including 

scales, arpeggios and intervallic studies  
●​ Perform musical statements using standard notation 

1  



 
Utilize operational vocabulary to 
communicate in a musical forum.  

●​ Use italian terms to communicate musical concepts  
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  

Develop practice routines including 
exercises, scales, arpeggios and sight 
reading.  
 
Reflect on time management of practice  
 
 
Utilize operational vocabulary to 
communicate in a musical forum.  

●​ Create a practice personal practice log  
●​ Develop processes and techniques. 
●​ Utilize technical language in the classroom. 
●​ Utilize a seriesof technique builders in including 

scales, arpeggios and intervallic studies  
●​ Perform musical statements using standard notation 
●​ Use italian terms to communicate musical concepts  
●​ Compose using standard and/or iconic notation 

1 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
  
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 



Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions)  
●​ Offer alternate fingering charts, simplified scales/arpeggios. 
●​ Extend practice logs with visuals for time-on-task. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Encourage composing short etudes in varying styles.​

Independent exploration of stylistic periods (Baroque vs. Romantic bowing styles). 
 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  
●​ Use graphic organizers to show stylistic differences (e.g., staccato vs. legato). 
●​ Provide audio examples before asking for independent performance. 

 



Students at Risk of Failure  
●​ Allow shorter practice segments with check-ins rather than long assignments. 
●​ Provide recordings for home practice guidance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



UNIT 3  
 “Developing Technical Skills” 

Developing technical skills both in an ensemble setting and techniques peculiar to his or her instrument 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 
Unit Title #: “Developing Technical Skills” ;Developing technical skills both in an ensemble setting and peculiar to his or her instrument. 
 
Unit Summary:  Students will develop technical skills through instrument and ensemble exercises, drills and performance of repertoire.  

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of the 
structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical works inform 
prepared or improvised performances.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and improvised 
performances. Intermediate  
 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 



●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 
Unit Essential Questions:  
How does improving our music reading enable us to become better 
musicians?  
 
What are the necessary tools needed to successfully perform a piece 
of music?  
 
Does how we practice have a positive outcome on our ability to 
perform music?  
 
How does the development of technique expand our musical 
possibilities?  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Enduring Understandings: ​ ​  ​  ​  ​  
Aesthetic knowledge stimulates judgment and imagination, 
empowering students to interpret, appreciate, and extract meaning 
from the arts.​  

The development of technical skills allows for the expansion of 
musical possibilities​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Effective practice and practice routines will result in greater 
musicianship ​  

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 

Students will be able to:  
Perform repertoire at or above grade level  
Evaluate technical challenges within passage of music  



●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ All Italian musical terms related to music at grade level 1.5 music 
●​ Arpeggio 
●​ Meter 
●​ Melody 
●​ Harmony 
●​ Time signature 

●​ Balance/Blend  
 

 

Strategize on utilize practice techniques to acquire new skills aimed 
at problem solving difficult passages  
Interpret and compare different musical genres 
 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments:  



●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his or her instrument(s) 
and IEP/504 
 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
 
 

Recognize difficult passages embedded in 
repertoire 

 
Develop strategies to acquire new 
techniques embedded in repertoire 

 
Perform musical statements in an ensemble 
setting  
 

Students will be exposed to new repertoire aimed at 
challenging their current musical skill set.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1  

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  

Recognize difficult passages embedded in 
repertoire 

 
Develop strategies to acquire new 
techniques embedded in repertoire 

 
Perform musical statements in an ensemble 
setting  

Students will be exposed to new repertoire aimed at 
challenging their current musical skill set.  
 

 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  

Recognize difficult passages embedded in 
repertoire 

 
Develop strategies to acquire new 
techniques embedded in repertoire 

 
Perform musical statements in an ensemble 
setting  

Students will be exposed to new repertoire aimed at 
challenging their current musical skill set.  
 

 

1 



 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  

Recognize difficult passages embedded in 
repertoire 

 
Develop strategies to acquire new 
techniques embedded in repertoire 

 
Perform musical statements in an ensemble 
setting  

 

Students will be exposed to new repertoire aimed at 
challenging their current musical skill set.  
 

 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 



“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 
●​ Provide highlighted scores that isolate their part. 
●​ Allow performance at slower tempos before moving to full ensemble speed. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Challenge students with ornamentation, improvisation, or leading sectional warmups. 
●​ Encourage recording themselves for peer critique. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 



●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  
●​ Use teacher modeling of technical passages with gestures tied to language (“lift, smooth, accent”). 
●​ Peer support in sectional rehearsals. 

 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Offer targeted small group pull-outs for challenging passages. 
●​ Allow them to play reduced parts (open strings, simplified rhythm). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 4  “Concert Preparation”  
Development conceptual understanding of tone, musicality, balance and blend in an ensemble setting 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: “Concert Preparation”  

Unit Summary: Development conceptual understanding of tone musicality, balance and blend. What makes a solid performance
​  
 

Unit Learning Targets 



NJSLS Standards:  
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of the 
structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical works inform 
prepared or improvised performances.  

 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and improvised 
performances. Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal design 
in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of musical 
works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances. 
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through prepared and 
improvised performances. 
 
 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a 
varied repertoire of music.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a 
varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  
 
1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to interest, and purpose or 
context.  



 
● 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform the response to music.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, purpose 
and context.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response to 
music.  
 
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and 
daily life.  

 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and 
daily life.  
 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: ​  
How does conceptual understandings of tone, musicality, balance 
and blend work together to create an artistic statement? 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

How does art articulate emotion where spoken or written word falls 
short?  

What is the purpose for art in a community?  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
Proper preparation of a music piece is greater than performing 
technically correct 

A musical performance is capable of articulating emotion that 
discursive language cannot properly articulate.  

Music and all art do not realize their potential without 
communication to an audience.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  

 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour 
●​ Tone 

Students will be able to: ​ ​ ​ ​  

Perform works of varying styles with proper stylistic aesthetic. 

Maintain eye contact with the conductor responding to direction.​  

Analyze repertoire selections and participate in discussions aimed at 
solving musical problems in the repertoire. 

Perform music in front of varying audiences. 



●​ Interpretation  
●​ Expression  

●​ Balance Blend  
 

 

Write and discuss interpretations of emotional expression through the 
current repertoire.  

 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on thetime a student has played his or her instrument(s) 
and IEP/504 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 



1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  

Connect how articulations and stylistic 
elements in music elicit diverse emotional 
responses  
 
Perform musical excerpts for a live audience  
 
Perform musical excerpts from memory  
 
 
 

Perform varying repertoire with unique expectations of tone 
and stylistic elements  
 
Prepare and perform excerpts from repertoire for peers  
 
Utilize memorization techniques for musical passages  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  

Connect how articulations and stylistic 
elements in music elicit diverse emotional 

responses  
 
Perform musical excerpts for a live audience  
 
Perform musical excerpts from memory  

Perform varying repertoire with unique expectations of tone 
and stylistic elements  
 
Prepare and perform excerpts from repertoire for peers  
 
Utilize memorization techniques for musical passages  

1 



1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  

Connect how articulations and stylistic 
elements in music elicit diverse emotional 

responses  
 
Perform musical excerpts for a live audience  
 
Perform musical excerpts from memory  

Perform varying repertoire with unique expectations of tone 
and stylistic elements  
 
Prepare and perform excerpts from repertoire for peers  
 
Utilize memorization techniques for musical passages  

 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  

Connect how articulations and stylistic 
elements in music elicit diverse emotional 

responses  
 
Perform musical excerpts for a live audience  
 
Perform musical excerpts from memory  

Perform varying repertoire with unique expectations of tone 
and stylistic elements  
 
Prepare and perform excerpts from repertoire for peers  
 
Utilize memorization techniques for musical passages  
 

 

1 



    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions)  
●​ Provide visual aids for dynamics and blend (color-coded crescendos). 
●​ Allow adapted seating for sound balance (placing students with hearing needs near conductor). 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  



Specific examples applied to the unit 
●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects)  
●​ Assign solos or small ensemble features.​

Involve them in evaluating blend and suggesting adjustments. 
 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  
●​ Simplify concert instructions with icons (rehearsal, tuning, stage setup). 
●​ Use modeling and rehearsal videos with subtitles. 

 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Provide extra run-throughs in smaller groups before full concert rehearsal. 
●​ Offer peer mentor checklists for rehearsal readiness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 5   
 “Refining skills” 

Refining skills and developing artistic expression 
​ ​ ​  

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #:  “Refining skills” Refining skills and developing artistic expression.    
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
Unit Summary: Refining skills and developing artistic expression. ​  
 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of the 
structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical works inform 
prepared or improvised performances.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and improvised 
performances. Intermediate  
 



● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal design 
in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of musical 
works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances. 
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through prepared and 
improvised performances. 
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a varied repertoire of music. 
 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success using 
feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.  
 
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a 
varied repertoire of music.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a 
varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  
 
1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to interest, and purpose or 
context.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform the response to music.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, purpose 
and context.  



 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response to 
music.  
 
1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the elements of music, 
contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
 
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the 
treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
 
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and 
daily life.  
 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and 
daily life.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
How does music reflect human society and cultures? 

What impact does an understanding of art have on our judgments 
and understandings of the world around us?  

Why is basic reading an essential part of musical fluency? 

How does an understanding of the basic building blocks of music 
contribute to creating art?  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
 

​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​  

​  

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
Aesthetic knowledge stimulates judgment and imagination, 
empowering students to interpret, appreciate, and extract meaning 
from the arts.​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and 
literacy.​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

The elements of music are building blocks denoting meter, rhythmic 
concepts, tonality, intervals, chords and melodic and harmonic 
progressions.​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Music is an integral part of Human culture and society.  

 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 

Students will be able to: ​ ​ ​ ​  
Perform works of varying styles with proper stylistic aesthetic. 

Maintain eye contact with the conductor responding to direction.​  



●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Genre  
●​ Andante  
●​ Allegro  
●​ Vivace  
●​ Largo  
●​ Cadence  
●​ Phrase  
●​ Interpretation  

Analyze repertoire selections and participate in discussions aimed at 
solving musical problems in the repertoire. 

Perform music in front of varying audiences. 

Write and discuss interpretations of emotional expression through the 
current repertoire.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.  

 



Alternative Assessments:  
●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his or her instrument(s) 

and IEP/504 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

Follow the conductor while performing for 
cues including tempo style ad dynamics 
 
Respond to performance and articulation 
directions in a piece of music 
 
discuss musical concepts using operational 
language.  
 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 

Follow the conductor while performing for 
cues including tempo style ad dynamics 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 

1 



1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11 
  

 
Respond to performance and articulation 
directions in a piece of music 
 
discuss musical concepts using operational 
language.  

 

 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  

Follow the conductor while performing for 
cues including tempo style ad dynamics 
 
Respond to performance and articulation 
directions in a piece of music 
 
discuss musical concepts using operational 
language.  

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
 
 
 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  

Follow the conductor while performing for 
cues including tempo style ad dynamics 
 
Respond to performance and articulation 
directions in a piece of music 
 
discuss musical concepts using operational 
language.  

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 



1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 



Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions)  
●​ Provide sentence starters for interpretation discussions (“This sounds happy because…”). 
●​ Allow drawing as an alternate way to express mood/meaning.  
●​ Provide sentence starters for interpretation discussions (“This sounds happy because…”). 
●​ Allow drawing as an alternate way to express mood/meaning. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Lead discussions about how composers convey emotion. 
●​ Create original program notes for repertoire being studied. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  



●​ Provide bilingual vocabulary lists for expressive terms (allegro, adagio, dolce). 
●​ Encourage use of gestures to express dynamics. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 6    
“Intro to Spring Repertoire” 

 
Development of technical and aesthetic/conceptual understanding through the introduction of challenging repertoire in an 

ensemble setting 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 
Unit Title #6: Development of technical and aesthetic/conceptual understanding through the introduction of challenging repertoire 
in an ensemble setting 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
Unit Summary: The unit is aimed at the introduction of challenging new repertoire ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  



​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding 
of the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical 
works inform prepared or improvised performances.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and 
improvised performances. Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal 
design in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of 
musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances. 
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through 
prepared and improvised performances. 
 
1.3C.12prof.Pr4a: Explain the criteria used to select varied repertoire to study based on an understanding of theoretical and 
structural characteristics of the music, the technical skill of the individual or ensemble, and the purpose or context of the 
performance.  
 



1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success 
using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.  

 
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised 
performances of a varied repertoire of music.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances 
Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances 
of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  
 
1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to interest, and 
purpose or context.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform the response to 
music.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, 
purpose and context.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response 
to music.  
 
1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the elements of 
music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  



 
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the 
treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  

 
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied 
contexts, and daily life.  
 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, 
and daily life.  
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 



Unit Essential Questions: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
How does repertoire address musical problem solving and develop 
musicianship?  
 
How do musicians develop skills through repertoire? 

How does a composer convey style and emotion with musical 
notation?​ ​ ​ ​  

How does the relationship between the conductor and musician 
help determine a musical product? 

How do musicians develop skills through repertoire?  

​  

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
Music repertoire contains both aesthetic and technical components 
that should perpetuate greater musicianship.​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Composers use musical symbols to convey style and emotion through 
written notation.  
 
Musical skills can be developed through etudes and other repertoire. 

The relationship of the conductor and musician work together to 
create a musical product.  

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​  

​ ​  

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Suite 

●​ Medley  

Students will be able to: ​ ​ ​ ​  

Perform works of varying styles with proper stylistic aesthetic. 

Maintain eye contact with the conductor responding to direction.​  

Analyze repertoire selections and participate in discussions aimed at 
solving musical problems in the repertoire. 

Perform music in front of varying audiences. 



 
 

 
Write and discuss interpretations of emotional expression through the 
current repertoire.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on thetime a student has played his or her instrument(s) 
and IEP/504 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 



Standard 
 

Skill 
 

Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   
 
 
 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   
 

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 
 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   
 

 
 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 



1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   
 

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 

 

 
   

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 



Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions)  
●​ Assign reduced parts if needed. 
●​ Provide slowed-down recordings of new repertoire. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects)  
●​ Allow them to research the composer or cultural background. 



●​ Offer opportunities to conduct or lead warmups on repertoire themes.​
 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  
●​ Offer translated repertoire summaries/program notes.​

Use visuals to introduce historical/cultural context. 
 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Prioritize mastery of recurring motifs or simple parts. 
●​ Break rehearsal into small achievable targets. 

 
 
 

UNIT 7:  “Development of Musicianship”  
Development of interpreting repertoire both from the composer's intent and personal experience, preference/choice 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #7: “Development of Musicianship”.  Development of interpreting repertoire both from the composer's intent and 
personal experience and preference/choice  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 



Unit Summary:  Development of interpreting repertoire both from the composer's intent and personal experience and 
preference/choice  
 
 
 ​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding 
of the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical 
works inform prepared or improvised performances.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and 
improvised performances.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal 
design in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of 
musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances. 



 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through 
prepared and improvised performances. 

 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised 
performances of a varied repertoire of music.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances 
Intermediate.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances 
of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  

 
● 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform the response to 
music.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, 
purpose and context.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response 
to music.  
 

 
1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the elements of 
music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
 
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the 
treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
 



1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied 
contexts, and daily life.  
 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, 
and daily life.  

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
How does art express mood, thought, feeling or literal 
interpretation? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
The creation of art is a form of expression. 



How do our personal experience and skill level “color” our 
interpretation of music?  

How does musical literacy contribute to meaningful interpretation 
of art?  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​  

​ ​  

 

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

The creation of art can be achieved through our personal experiences 
and acquired skills in an artistic medium.  

Musical literacy is paramount to interpreting music as art.  

​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​  

​ ​  

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​  

​ ​  

 

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  

 
 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 

Students will be able to: ​ ​ ​ ​  

Perform works of varying styles with proper stylistic aesthetic. 

Maintain eye contact with the conductor responding to direction.​  



●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Suite 

●​ Medley ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Mood 
●​ Cut time 
●​ Interpretation  
●​ Italian terms 

 
 

Analyze repertoire selections and participate in discussions aimed at 
solving musical problems in the repertoire. 

Perform music in front of varying audiences. 

Write and discuss interpretations of emotional expression through the 
current repertoire.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 
 

 
Formative Assessments: Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 

●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.  

 



Alternative Assessments:  
●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his or her instrument(s) 

and IEP/504 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12prof.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:   

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  



  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions)  
●​ Provide personal sound meters or mirrors for tone monitoring. 
●​ Use adaptive equipment (bow grips, instrument rests). 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Assign tasks of balancing sections by ear. 
●​ Create their own warmup exercises to address tone quality. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 



●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  
●​ Provide guided sentence frames for peer feedback (“I noticed your tone was…”). 
●​ Use visual rubrics with icons for blend, balance, tone. 

 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Focus assessments on effort/progress, not just final tone quality. 
●​ Provide frequent check-ins with section leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 8   
“Unit 8: “Development of Artistry” 

​ ​ Developing  “Artistry” through commitment to technical mastery, expression and actively participating in the arts fosters a 
comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process.  

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #: “Development of Musicianship” Developing  “Artistry” through commitment to technical mastery, expression and actively 
participating in the arts fosters a comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process.  
 
​ ​ ​  



​ ​  
 
Unit Summary: Developing  “Artistry” through commitment to technical mastery, expression and actively participating in the arts fosters a 
comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process.  
 
​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

1● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding 
of the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical 
works inform prepared or improvised performances.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and 
improvised performances. Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal 
design in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble.  
 



● 1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of 
musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances. 
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through 
prepared and improvised performances. 

 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success 
using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.  

 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised 
performances of a varied repertoire of music.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances 
Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances 
of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  

 
1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to interest, and 
purpose or context.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform the response to 
music.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, 
purpose and context.  
 



● 1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response 
to music.  

 
1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the elements of 
music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
 
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the 
treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  

 
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied 
contexts, and daily life.  
 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, 
and daily life.  

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 



Unit Essential Questions: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Do I remember basic music terms having to do with dynamics, 
expression, and articulations?  
 
Why is it important to be able to read music? 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Why is it important to count rhythms while playing?​​ ​  
 
Why is it important to perform with technical accuracy? 

Why is it important to perform with good tone quality and 
intonation? 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive 
understanding of the imaginative and creative process. 

Musical proficiency is characterized by the ability to perform 
advanced notation.  

Reading basic music notation contributes to musical fluency and 
literacy.  

Students will know: (Content, Noun) Students will be able to: ​ ​ ​ ​  



●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Suite 

●​ Medley ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Mood 
●​ Cut time 
●​ Interpretation  
●​ Italian terms 
●​ Phrasing 
●​ Key Change  

●​ Meter Change  

 

 
 
 

Perform works of varying styles with proper stylistic aesthetic. 

Maintain eye contact with the conductor responding to direction.​  

Analyze repertoire selections and participate in discussions aimed at 
solving musical problems in the repertoire. 

Perform music in front of varying audiences. 

Write and discuss interpretations of emotional expression through the 
current repertoire.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 
 

 

 



Formative Assessments:  
●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his or her instrument(s) 
and IEP/504 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12prof.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12prof.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12prof.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12prof.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices 
 
Follow the conductor for performance 
directions 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Provide different repertoire with varying styles, tempos and 
dynamics for the ensemble to play while responding to the 
conductor 
 
Class discussion and reflection of repertoire using musial 
vocabulary  
 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 



   1 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 
●​ Allow alternate performance formats (recorded solos instead of live). 
●​ Use graphic prompts for artistic reflection. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  



Specific examples applied to the unit 
●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Encourage composition, improvisation, or cross-arts projects. 
●​ Lead workshops on interpretation with peers. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)   
●​ Provide visual prompts and art/music connections for expression. 
●​ Encourage use of native language for initial reflection before translation. 

 
 
 

UNIT 9 “Artistry” 
Developing technical and conceptual skills in an ensemble setting to prepare for community performance 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 



Unit Title #: “Artistry”  Developing technical and conceptual skills in an ensemble setting to prepare for community 
performance 
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Summary: Developing technical and conceptual skills in an ensemble setting to prepare for community performance
​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  
 

● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and 
improvised performances. Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal 
design in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of 
musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances. 
 



● 1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through 
prepared and improvised performances. 

 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success 
using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.  

 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised 
performances of a varied repertoire of music.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances 
Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances 
of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  

 
1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to interest, and 
purpose or context.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform the response to 
music.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, 
purpose and context.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response 
to music.  

 



1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the elements of 
music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
 
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the 
treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  

 
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied 
contexts, and daily life.  
 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, 
and daily life.  
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 



●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 
Unit Essential Questions: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
What role does self- evaluation have in developing individual 
musical growth? 
How does individual musical growth contribute to ensemble 
musical growth? 
How does musical expression communicate moods or feelings to an 
audience? 
 
How do ensemble members demonstrate creative, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and problem-solving skills during a rehearsal or 
performance?  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​  

​ ​  

 

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Enduring Understandings: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
The relationship of the arts and culture is mutually dependent; culture 
affects the arts and the arts reflect and preserve culture.​ ​  

Music contains symbolism and metaphors, which are embedded in 
the work. 

 Individual preparation is a primary factor in the musical output of an 
ensemble.  

​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​  
​ ​  

 
 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 

Students will be able to: ​ ​ ​ ​  



●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Suite 

●​ Medley ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Mood 
●​ Cut time 
●​ Interpretation  
●​ Italian terms 
●​ Phrasing 
●​ Tone Tension/release  
●​ Key Change  

●​ Meter Change​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Perform works of varying styles with proper stylistic aesthetic. 

Maintain eye contact with the conductor responding to direction.​  

Analyze repertoire selections and participate in discussions aimed at 
solving musical problems in the repertoire. 

Perform music in front of varying audiences. 

Write and discuss interpretations of emotional expression through the 
current repertoire.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 



●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his or her instrument(s) 
and IEP/504 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Perform music from several different genres 
identifying what musical devices catogorize 
as such.  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices and expressive qualities 
embedded in the work.  
 
 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Compare contrasting pieces of music 
Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 
Identify and compare the context of music from a 
variety of genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Perform music from several different genres 
identifying what musical devices catogorize 
as such.  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices and expressive qualities 
embedded in the work.  
 
 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Compare contrasting pieces of music 
 
Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 
Identify and compare the context of music from a 
variety of genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Perform music from several different genres 
identifying what musical devices catogorize 
as such.  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices and expressive qualities 
embedded in the work.  
 
 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 

Compare contrasting pieces of music 
Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 
Identify and compare the context of music from a 
variety of genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

1 



1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

musical terms   
 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  

Sight read at grade level 1.5-2 
 
Perform music from several different genres 
identifying what musical devices catogorize 
as such.  
 
Interpret new music using articulation and 
stylistic devices and expressive qualities 
embedded in the work.  
 
 
 
Discuss new repertoire with peers using 
musical terms   

 

Compare contrasting pieces of music 
Classify and compare how the elements of music and 
expressive qualities relate 
Identify and compare the context of music from a 
variety of genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and 
performances 

1 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 



Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions)  
●​ Allow alternate performance formats (recorded solos instead of live). 
●​ Use graphic prompts for artistic reflection. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Encourage composition, improvisation, or cross-arts projects.​

 



●​ Lead workshops on interpretation with peers. 
●​  

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)   
●​ Provide visual prompts and art/music connections for expression. 
●​ Encourage use of native language for initial reflection before translation. 

 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Provide clear rubrics with concrete steps (intonation → phrasing → expression). 
●​ Build confidence with low-stakes performances. 

 
 
 

UNIT 10  
 “Preparation for a Public Concert”  

Combine music reading skills with interpretation based on historic, stylistic, original intent and personal experience to 
produce artistic musical statements.  

 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title #:  “Preparation for a Public Concert” Combine music reading skills with interpretation based on historic, 
stylistic, original intent and personal experience to produce artistic musical statements.  
 



​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
Unit Summary: Continued development and reflection of how we can combine music reading skills with interpretation based on historic, 
stylistic, original intent and personal experience to produce artistic musical statements. ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  

● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding 
of the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual or ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate) how knowledge of formal aspects in musical 
works inform prepared or improvised performances.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c: Identify expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through prepared and 
improvised performances. Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal 
design in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of 
musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances. 
 



● 1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through 
prepared and improvised performances. 
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a varied repertoire of 
music. 
 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success 
using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.  

 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised 
performances of a varied repertoire of music.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances 
Intermediate  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances 
of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  

 
1.3C.12nov.Re7a: Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to interest, and 
purpose or context.  
 
● 1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform the response to 
music.   
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, 
purpose and context.  
 
● 1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response 
to music.  

 



1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the elements of 
music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
 
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the 
treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  

 
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied 
contexts, and daily life.  
 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, 
and daily life.  
 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.2: Repurpose an existing resource in an innovative way  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​  8.1.8.DA.3: Identify the appropriate tool to access data based on its file format. 
●​  8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 



Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 
●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 

Unit Essential Questions: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
How does an artist continue to develop his or her creative work? 

How are the basic elements of music used to create an artistic 
statement? 

 How do we critique music from an artistic and conceptual point of 
view?​ ​  

 

Unit Enduring Understandings:  
True artistry in a process that requires thoughtful critique to develop. 

Musical art makes use of the basic elements of music. 

Understanding music from a conceptual perspective allows for an 
informed critique of music​  

 
 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 
●​ Meter 
●​ Sixteenth Notes 
●​ Eighth Notes 
●​ Quarter Notes 
●​ Half Notes 
●​ Whole Notes 
●​ Major 
●​ Minor 
●​ Time Signature 
●​ Musical expression 
●​ Rhythm 
●​ Melodic contour​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Suite 

●​ Medley ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
●​ Mood 
●​ Cut time 
●​ Interpretation  
●​ Italian terms 
●​ Phrasing 
●​ Tone Tension/release  
●​ Key Change  

Students will be able to: ​ ​ ​ ​  

Perform works of varying styles with proper stylistic aesthetic. 

Maintain eye contact with the conductor responding to direction.​  

Analyze repertoire selections and participate in discussions aimed at 
solving musical problems in the repertoire. 

Perform music in front of varying audiences. 

Write and discuss interpretations of emotional expression through the 
current repertoire.  

​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
 
 



●​ Meter Change​ ​  

 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments: . 

●​ Performance assessments utilizing the Music First program: 

●​ Including short musical excerpts, scales and arpeggios and sight reading. 
 

 
Formative Assessments:  

●​ Performance quizzes utilizing the Music First program 
●​ Basic Theory quizzes 
●​ Teacher observation 
●​ Peer to Peer critique 
●​ Self critique 
●​ Performance Rubrics 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  

●​ District created performance rubrics which measures student performance/skill set relative to grade level.   

 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Differentiated and modified scales, musical excerpts and expectations based on the time a student has played his or her instrument(s) 
and IEP/504 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 



Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

   Perform and interpret music from written 
notation. 

Use musical vocabulary to discuss and 
critique performances  

Analyze musical examples prior to 
performing and notate/mark areas of 

technical or artistic challenge  
 

 
Discuss how musical works play a significant role in our 
community both local and global  
 
Interpret musical works from standard notation 
 
Perform musical excerpts for critique and discussion by peers  
Identify and compare the context  of music from a variety of 
genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  

Perform and interpret music from written 
notation. 

Use musical vocabulary to discuss and 
critique performances  

Analyze musical examples prior to 
performing and notate/mark areas of 

technical or artistic challenge  
 

 

Discuss how musical works play a significant role in our 
community both local and global  
 
Interpret musical works from standard notation 
 
Perform musical excerpts for critique and discussion by peers  
 
Identify and compare the context  of music from a variety of 
genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 



1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

Perform and interpret music from written 
notation. 

Use musical vocabulary to discuss and 
critique performances  

Analyze musical examples prior to 
performing and notate/mark areas of 

technical or artistic challenge  
 

 

Discuss how musical works play a significant role in our 
community both local and global  
 
Interpret musical works from standard notation 
 
Perform musical excerpts for critique and discussion by peers  
 
Identify and compare the context  of music from a variety of 
genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

1 

1.3C.12nov.Pr4a 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4b 
1.3C.12nov.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr5a: 
 1.3C.12int.Pr5a: 

Perform and interpret music from written 
notation. 

Use musical vocabulary to discuss and 
critique performances  

Analyze musical examples prior to 
performing and notate/mark areas of 

technical or artistic challenge  

Discuss how musical works play a significant role in our 
community both local and global  
 
Interpret musical works from standard notation 
 
Perform musical excerpts for critique and discussion by peers  
 

1 



1.3C.12nov.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7a:  
1.3C.12nov.Re7b:  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: 
1.3C.12int.Re7b:  
1.3C.12nov.Re8a:  
1.3C.12int.Re8a:  
1.3C.12nov.Cn11a:  
1.3C.12int.Cn11a:  
 

 
 

Identify and compare the context  of music from a variety of 
genres, cultures, and historical periods 
Evaluate and interpret musical works and performances 

    

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts Notes 
Access to Orchestra libraries diverse titles and repertoire in the current 
Orchestra Repertoire and new acquisitions  

 

Supplemental text such as “Standard of Excellence” and “Alfred Method 
for Drums” 

 

“Music First” web based program which includes “Sight Reading Factory”   
Youtube  
  
  
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 



Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including IEP and 504:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of assisted technology (chromebooks at desks during presentations for students with vision impairments) 
●​ Modification of content and student products (lessening of project expectations or production of alternate assignments) 
●​ Testing accommodations (testing verbally, on paper, on chromebook) 
●​ Time accommodations (added time for students who need it through project extensions) 
●​ Provide extra time for stage setup/rehearsal walk-through. 
●​ Adapt lighting/sound if needed for sensory needs. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons (allowing time for extensions for students who finish early) 
●​ Inquiry-based instruction (project creation based off students curiosity beyond what is taught) 
●​ Independent study (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Interest-based content (development of self driven projects) 
●​ Student-driven instruction (development of self driven projects)  
●​ Assign speaking roles (introducing pieces at the concert). 
●​ Offer leadership in concert setup/logistics. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts (creating project books in language or origin) 
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers (drawn diagramatic worksheets, study guides, project books, tests) 
●​ Teacher modeling (demonstrations with tools and materials that reinforce language learning) 
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
●​ Word walls (vocabulary and terms for the course and the projects) 
●​ Cooperative learning groups (creating groups with students who act as mentors and role models)  
●​ Provide translated concert program notes.​

 



●​ Practice stage etiquette with role-play and visual cues.​
 

Students at Risk of Failure  
●​ Offer mentoring/check-ins before performance. 
●​ Reduce performance anxiety through smaller peer performances. 

 
 
 


