
 

Board Approval Date: August 23, 2022  

Course Title: 6th Grade Chorus 

Course Description: Students in 6th Grade Chorus will learn beginner vocal technique and sight reading skills through a variety of 
choral works. 

 

Course Sequence & Pacing 

 Marking Period 1  Marking Period 3 

Unit 1 
(22 Blocks) 

Vocal Production and Building Technique Unit 3 
(22 Blocks) 

Refining Skills and Sight Reading 
 

 Marking Period 2  Marking Period 4 

Unit 2 
(22 blocks) 

Rehearsal Techniques and Winter Concert Repertoire Unit 4 
(22 Blocks) 

Artistry Skills and Spring Concert Repertoire 

 
 

 



 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title 1: Vocal Production and Building Technique 

Unit Summary:  
Students will begin to learn the basics in vocal technique and production through the 6 Choral Concepts:  
1) Posture 
2) Breathing 
3) Vowels 
4) Registration 
5) Diction 
6) Expression 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  
1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success using feedback 
from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances 
1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a varied 
repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles. 
1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, purpose and 
context.  
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 



●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 
Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 
How does acquiring different vocal techniques or understanding 
vocal differences affect my musical understanding and strength as a 
performer? 
How do I know I’ve gained musicianship skills? 
How does the ability to read diatonic solfeggio and sing accurate 
stepwise intervals affect my musical understanding and strength as 
a performer? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
The more technical skills and ability mastered, the broader the 
performance capacity. 
An individual’s ability to apply appropriate vocal techniques 
enhances personal expression through performance while singing 
alone and with others. 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 

-Diphthong 
-Pitch 
-Intonation 
-Hard palate/soft palate 
-Diaphragm 
-solfeggio 
-major scale 
-minor scale 
-chromatic scale 
-singing posture 
-singers breath 
-singing vowels 
-registration 
-diction 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

Apply theoretical understanding of expressive and dynamic music 
terminology to the performance of written scores in the grand staff. 
Apply and demonstrate an understand of the 6 Choral Concepts  
Sing and perform with proper vocal technique 



-expression 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  
6 Choral Concepts Project- students will learn about the 6 choral concepts each week and complete worksheets/videos to show their 
understanding of each concept 
Vocal Placement-students will participate in a vocal placement where they are expected to perform 3 major scales on their own in front of 
the class. 

Formative Assessments:  
Digital Locker project-get to know students and what they enjoy and genres of music they listen too 
Daily Vocal Warm-ups 
Music Literacy Pre-assessment-students will complete a music literacy pre-assessment to help teach gather information on their prior 
musical knowledge 

Common Benchmark Assessments:  
6 Choral Concepts Final Project- students will complete a final video presentation demonstrating their understanding of all 6 Choral 
Concepts 

Alternative Assessments:  
Vocal Placement-students will participate in a vocal placement where they are expected to perform 3 major scales on their own only in front 
of the teacher. 
Music Literacy Pre-assessment-students will complete a music literacy pre-assessment with multiple choice and the help from the teacher. 
6 Choral Concepts Final Project- students will complete a final video presentation or in person presentation demonstrating their understand 
of all 6 Choral Concepts with assistance from teacher 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 



NJSLSA.L6.  
SL.8.1. 
9.4.8.CI.3 
9.4.8.CT.2 
1.3C.12int.Re7a 
 

Introduction to music. 
Getting to know each other. 
Music classroom expectations/Values 

●​ Music ice breaker games 
●​ Social ice breaker games 
●​ Class Values discussion 

 
1 week 
  

1.3C.12int.Pr5a 
1.3C.12int.Pr6a 
 1.3C.12int.Re7a 
9.1.8.CR.2 
SL.8.1.  
NJSLSA.L6. 
 

6 Choral Concepts ●​ Each week students will focus on a choral concept. 
●​  Hands on activities and group activities 
●​ Assessment of themselves and classmates  
●​ Watch professionals in the field via youtube and other 

education platforms 

 
6 weeks 
  

1.3C.12int.Pr6a 
9.4.8.CI.3 
9.4.8.CT.2 
8.2.8.ITH.2 
 

Introduce Solfege and Scales 

●​ Students will learn solfege via hand signs and teacher 
warm ups 

●​ Students will learn about major and minor scales via 
teacher warm ups and sightreadingfactory.com 

 8 weeks 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts 
Vocal Health Articles: 
Sightreadingfactory.com 
Spring Repertoire  
Chromebooks 
Google suite 
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 



Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 
Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including students with 504 and IEP:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  
●​ Use of prompts  
●​ Modification of content and student products  
●​ Testing accommodations  
●​ Authentic assessments  
●​ Provide visual posture charts and breathing diagrams for kinesthetic/visual reinforcement. 
●​ Offer speech-to-text tools for written reflections on choral concepts. 
●​ Allow one-on-one vocal placement check-ins instead of in-class demonstrations 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  
●​ Invite students to research and present a unique cultural singing technique (e.g., overtone singing). 
●​ Let advanced singers lead warm-ups and explain one choral concept to peers. 
●​ Encourage exploration of chromatic/advanced scales earlier than peers.​

 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  



Specific examples applied to the unit 
●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Pre-teach vocabulary like “diphthong” or “diaphragm” using images and native-language cognates. 
●​ Use gesture/hand signals during diction and vowel drills (e.g., solfege hand signs). 
●​ Provide sentence frames for reflections: “When I used ___ breathing, my sound felt ___.” 

 
Students at risk of Failure  

●​ Break the 6 Choral Concepts into weekly “micro-goals” with immediate feedback. 
●​ Pair students with peer mentors for warm-ups and video practice checks. 
●​ Offer scaffolded worksheets with fill-in-the-blank terms instead of open-ended responses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title 2: Rehearsal Techniques and Winter Concert Repertoire 
Unit Summary:  
Students will demonstrate an understanding of rehearsal technique and participate in learning choral music for their winter concert. 

Unit Learning Targets 



NJSLS Standards:  
 
1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal design in 
the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble. 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and formal characteristics of musical works 
contribute to understanding the context of the music in prepared or improvised performances.  
1.3C.12int.Pr4c: Demonstrate understanding and application of expressive qualities in a varied repertoire of music through prepared and 
improvised performances. 
1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success using feedback 
from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 
Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 



How does my participation affect the performance of the group? 
How does my ability to critically listen affect my strength and 
understanding as a performer? 
How can listening build musical understanding and performance 
skills? 
How do form and style affect performance? 
What are the processes involved in evaluating a piece of music? 
How have musical styles changed over time? 
How does developing a genre portfolio assist in furthering musical 
knowledge? 

 

Proper Vocal Technique  
Accuracy of Intonation and Rhythm Choral Balance, Blend, Phrasing 
and Expression  
Synthesizing the elements of singing music from different sources, 
genres, forms, languages, and time periods. 
Exposure to a range of music enlightens us to accurately perceive and 
perform music. 
Knowing the context of music influences the meaning of 
performance. 
An individual’s ability to choose musical elements to create a musical 
composition directly affects expression. 
Every performance provides opportunity for growth 
A skillful performer manages the multi-faceted nature of performance 
The way you practice has a predictable effect on your level of 
proficiency 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 

Breathing Techniques  
Accuracy of Pitch (note accuracy) and Tone (timbre)  
Choral Concepts (Blend, Balance, Phrasing & Expression) 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

Perform vocal compositions. 
Perform with vocal technique  
Differentiate among basic formal structures and technical proficiency 
of artists in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.   
Understanding of discipline-specific arts terminology is a component 
of music literacy. 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  
Performance Assessment: Students will participate in a performance assessment with 2 selections from their winter concert repertoire. This 
assessment will assess the students' understanding of their vocal part in the song as well as, memorization and the 6 Choral Concepts. 
Sight Reading: Students will complete a beginner sight reading assessment with basic rhythms (quarter notes and whole notes) and basic 
intervals (step-wise only). 



 
Formative Assessments:  
Daily Warm ups: Students will lead warm ups and teacher will assess students individual progress 
Group Sight Reading Activities: Students will participate in sight reading activities and the teacher will assess students individual progress 
in the group setting. 

 
Common Benchmark Assessments:  
Winter Concert: students will participate in the Winter Concert and the teacher will evaluate the students individual success. 

 
Alternative Assessments:  
Winter Concert Make-up Assignment: students who do not attend the concert will complete a make-up assignment where they must listen 
to the concert and complete a listening form. 
Sight Reading Assessment: students will work with the teacher individually to complete the sight reading assessment at a lower skill level if 
needed. 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12int.Pr4a 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr5a 
9.1.8.CR.2 

Winter Concert Music ●​ Students will learn Winter concert music using their music theory and 6 Choral Concepts  10 weeks 

​​1.3C.12int.Pr5a 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4a 
9.1.8.CR.2 
9.4.8.CI.3 

Rehearsal Technique 
 

●​ students will learn how a ensemble rehearsal is run 
●​ students will lead themselves if rehearsals  

 
10 weeks 
  



SL.8.1. 
1.3C.12int.Pr5a 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4a 
8.2.8.ITH.2 
9.4.8.CI.3 
 
 

Sight Reading 

●​ students will learn how to sight read using 
sightreadingfactory.com 

●​ students will work individually, in groups, and with 
the teacher to learn how to incorporate their theory 
knowledge and solfeggio to sight read concert music 

 10 weeks 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts 
Vocal Health Articles 
Sightreadingfactory.com 
Spring Repertoire  
Chromebooks 
Google suite 
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  
●​ Use of prompts  
●​ Modification of content and student products  
●​ Testing accommodations  



●​ Authentic assessments  
●​ Provide enlarged lyric sheets or highlighted vocal parts for students with visual/attention needs. 
●​ Record practice tracks at a slower tempo for individual rehearsal. 
●​ Modify sight-reading tasks (simplified rhythms or fewer measures). 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  
●​ Assign small-group sectional leadership roles. 
●​ Have students create a rehearsal plan and run part of warm-up. 
●​ Encourage independent analysis of concert repertoire form/style. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 



●​ Translate lyrics into the student’s home language for meaning/context. 
●​ Provide side-by-side English and native language glossaries for concert terms (“blend,” “phrasing”). 
●​ Use partner-singing activities to model pronunciation of foreign-language texts in repertoire. 

 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Give access to audio practice files to rehearse outside class. 
●​ Allow alternative concert assessments (e.g., video reflection on rehearsal strategies). 
●​ Provide structured rehearsal checklists (ex: “1. Posture, 2. Breath, 3. Pitch”). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title 3: Refining Skills and Sight Reading 

Unit Summary:  
Using what we have learned about breath control and intonation we will extend our learning in this unit through sight-singing and more 
challenging vocal repertoire. 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  
1.3C.12int.Cr2a: Select and develop draft melodies and rhythmic passages that demonstrate understanding of characteristic(s) of music or 
text(s) studied in rehearsal. 
1.3C.12int.Cr3b: Share personally developed melodies and rhythmic passages (individually or as an ensemble) that demonstrate 
understanding of characteristics of music or texts studied in rehearsal. 
1.3C.12int.Pr4a: Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an understanding of formal design in 
the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and ensemble 
1.3C.12int.Pr5a: Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success using feedback 
from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances. 
1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a varied 
repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 



●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 
Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 
What are the benefits of singing a range of genres? 
What is the relationship between music, culture, and history? 
What does a composer want to express? 
How does reading musical notation benefit a performer? 
How does acquiring different vocal techniques or understanding 
vocal differences affect my musical understanding and strength as a 
performer? 
What can we do physically to make the voice sound stronger? 
How do we sustain good vocal health? 
How does breathing improve singing? 
How does what I do with my body in singing translate to the 
audience? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
Singing is a skill that can be improved. 
By working on the technical elements of breath control; intonation; 
and diction, singers can improve their skills and performance 
confidence.  
The more technical skills and ability mastered, the broader the 
performance capacity. 
An individual’s ability to apply appropriate vocal techniques 
enhances personal expression through performance while singing 
alone and with others. 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 



Pitch 
Intonation 
solfeggio 
major scale 
minor scale 
chromatic scale 
Meter 
Sixteenth Notes 
Eighth Notes 
Quarter Notes 
Half Notes 
Whole Notes 
Major 
Minor 
Time Signature 
Musical expression 
Rhythm 

Apply appropriate vocal techniques to enhance personal expression 
through performance while singing alone and with others. 
Ability to hear a note and/or note phrase and repeat it back correctly 
Ability to sing “four-bar phrasing”, which means to sing musical 
ideas in only one breath sustained over four measures 
 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 
Summative Assessments:  
Written Assessment: Students will participate in a written assessment with higher-thinking questions about music theory and vocal 
production. This assessment will assess the students' understanding of their music theory and vocal anatomy. 
Sight Reading: Students will complete a beginner sight reading assessment with moderately difficult rhythms (quarter notes and whole 
notes) and moderate-advanced intervals (step-wise and leaps of 3rds). 

Formative Assessments:  
Daily Warm ups: Students will lead warm ups and teacher will assess students individual progress 
Group Sight Reading Activities: Students will participate in sight reading activities and the teacher will assess students individual progress 
in the group setting. 
Music theory practice: students will practice their music theory skills. 

Common Benchmark Assessments:  



Music Theory : students will participate in the Winter Concert and the teacher will evaluate the students individual success. 

Alternative Assessments:  
Written Assessment: students will complete a higher-level music theory assessment, if applicable, or students will work with the teacher to 
complete the written assessment with basic level music theory and vocal anatomy questions. 
Sight Reading Assessment: students will work with the teacher individually to complete the sight reading assessment at a lower skill or 
higher level, if needed. 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 

1.3C.12int.Cr2a 
1.3C.12int.Cr3b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4a 
1.3C.12int.Pr5a 
1.3C.12int.Pr6a 
8.2.8.ITH.2 
9.4.8.CI.3 
NJSLSA.R4 
SL.8.1. 
 

 
Refining Skills 

●​ Learn exercises to extend breath control 
●​ Diction drills for correct vowel placement 
●​  Ear-training exercises to improve intonation (pitch 

matching) skills 
●​ Students will continue sight singing exercises  

10 weeks 

1.3C.12int.Pr5a 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4a 
8.2.8.ITH.2 
9.4.8.CI.3 
 
 

Sight Reading 

●​ students will learn how to sight read using 
sightreadingfactory.com 

●​ students will work individually, in groups, and with 
the teacher to learn how to incorporate their theory 
knowledge and solfeggio to sight read concert music 

 10 weeks 

 
 
 



Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 

Texts 
Vocal Health Articles 
Sightreadingfactory.com 
Spring Repertoire  
Chromebooks 
Google Docs and Google Forms 
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including 504 and IEP:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  
●​ Use of prompts  
●​ Modification of content and student products  
●​ Testing accommodations  
●​ Authentic assessments  
●​ Provide color-coded notation (highlight rhythms or note heads). 
●​ Use ear-training apps with adjustable difficulty for individualized practice. 
●​ Allow verbal instead of written responses for music theory questions. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  



●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  
●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  
●​ Challenge students with composing short sight-reading melodies for peers. 
●​ Provide optional advanced rhythmic exercises (syncopation, dotted rhythms). 
●​ Encourage improvisation exercises using solfege. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Use graphic organizers to compare note values (quarter, half, eighth, etc.). 
●​ Model rhythmic clapping and echo-singing for kinesthetic reinforcement. 
●​ Provide bilingual music theory glossaries. 

 
 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Challenge students with composing short sight-reading melodies for peers. 
●​ Provide optional advanced rhythmic exercises (syncopation, dotted rhythms).​

Encourage improvisation exercises using solfege. 
 
 
 
 
 



Stage 1 Desired Results 

Unit Title 4: Artistry Skills and Spring Concert Repertoire 

Unit Summary:  
Students will develop knowledge in a variety of musical genres and identify different ways to present and perform music from different 
cultures. Students will also prepare their Spring Concert music. 

Unit Learning Targets 
NJSLS Standards:  
1.3C.12int.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a varied 
repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.  
1.3C.12int.Pr6b: Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and improvised performances.  
1.3C.12int.Re7a: Explain the reasons for selecting music citing characteristics found in the music and connections to interest, purpose and 
context.  
1.3C.12int.Re7b: Describe how understanding context and the way the elements of music are manipulated inform the response to music.  
1.3C.12int.Re8a: Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the 
treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).  
1.3C.12int.Re9a: Explain the influence of experiences, analysis and context on interest in and evaluation of music. 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and 
daily life.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 
●​ 9.4.8.CI.3: Examine challenges that may exist in the adoption of new ideas  
●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​ 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time. 

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc 
●​ NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 



●​ SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

●​ NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) Embedded in learning activities or leave here 

●​ 1.5.8.Cn11b Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate change. 
Unit Essential Questions: (Open-ended, Higher-order, Thought 
Provoking) 
How does music develop imagination and creativity? 
How does music help students develop the full range of their 
abilities? 
How does creating and performing in the arts differ from viewing 
the arts? 
How does written music translate into performance? 
How can I contribute to the desired sound of the ensemble? 
How does one musical experience affect other musical experiences? 
What does excellence in performance look and sound like? 
How does the audience affect my performance? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: (Statements that connect to EQ’s  
summarizing important ideas and core processes that are central to a 
discipline and have lasting value beyond the classroom) 
Music involves communication and expression of feelings 
Knowing the context of the music influences the meaning of the 
performance 
Every performance provides the opportunity for growth. 
Every performance provides the opportunity for growth. 
Exposure to a range of music opens us up to how we perceive and 
perform music. 
Knowing the context of the music influences the meaning of the 
performance. 
Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive 
understanding of the imaginative and creative process. 
 

Students will know: (Content, Noun) 

Aesthetic 
Vocal Projection 
Emoting 

 

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

Understand form, function, craftsmanship, and originality of 
representative works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art 
Compare and contrast the use of structural forms and the 
manipulation of the elements of music in diverse styles and genres of 
musical compositions. 
Perform independently and in groups. 

 
  

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence 



Summative Assessments:  
Performance Assessment: Students will participate in a performance assessment with 2 selections from their winter concert repertoire. This 
assessment will assess the students' understanding of their vocal part in the song as well as, memorization and the 6 Choral Concepts. 
Sight Reading: Students will complete a beginner sight reading assessment with moderately difficult rhythms (quarter notes and whole 
notes) and moderate-advanced intervals (step-wise and leaps of 3rds). 

Formative Assessments:  
Daily Warm ups: Students will lead warm ups and teacher will assess students individual progress 
Group Sight Reading Activities: Students will participate in sight reading activities and the teacher will assess students individual progress 
in the group setting. 
Music theory practice: students will practice their music theory skills. 
End of the Year Activity: students will complete an end of the year music project after the concert is complete. This project will allow the 
students to have choice and creativity. 

Common Benchmark Assessments:  
End of the Year Activity: students will complete an end of the year music project after the concert is complete. This project will allow the 
students to have choice and creativity. 
Spring Concert: students will participate in the Spring Concert and the teacher will evaluate the students individual success. 

 
 

Alternative Assessments:  
Sight Reading Assessment: students will work with the teacher individually to complete the sight reading assessment at a lower skill or 
higher level, if needed. 

Winter Concert Make-up Assignment: students who do not attend the concert will complete a make-up assignment where they must listen 
to the concert and complete a listening worksheet. 

 

Stage 3 Learning Plan 

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation 
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,  

Timeframe 
(Days or 
Weeks) 



LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,  
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],) 

1.3C.12int.Pr4a 
1.3C.12int.Pr4b 
1.3C.12int.Pr4c 
1.3C.12int.Pr5a 
9.1.8.CR.2 

Spring Concert Music ●​ Students will learn Spring concert music using their music theory and 6 Choral Concepts  10 weeks 

1.3C.12int.Pr6a 
1.3C.12int.Pr6b 
1.3C.12int.Re7a 
1.3C.12int.Re7b 
1.3C.12int.Re8a 
1.3C.12int.Re9a 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a 
9.4.8.CI.3 
9.4.8.CT.2 
SL.8.1. 
 
 

 
Artistry Skills 

●​ Students will select and perform a song of their 
choice. Students will lead one another with assistance 
from the teacher. 

●​ Students will learn about performance artistry via 
professional video presentations  

 
 
 5 weeks 

1.3C.12int.Pr6a 
1.3C.12int.Pr6b 
1.3C.12int.Re7a 
1.3C.12int.Re7b 
1.3C.12int.Re8a 
1.3C.12int.Re9a 
1.3C.12int.Cn11a 
 

End of Year Activity 
●​ students will participate in an end of the year activity 

that will culminate everything the students have 
learned over the school year. 

 3 weeks 

 
 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
(including various levels of texts) 



Texts 
Vocal Health Articles 
Sightreadingfactory.com 
Spring Repertoire  
Chromebooks 
Google Suite 
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities including 504 and IEP:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Use of visual and multisensory formats 
●​ Use of assisted technology  
●​ Use of prompts  
●​ Modification of content and student products  
●​ Testing accommodations  
●​ Authentic assessments  
●​ Break performance projects into smaller, manageable milestones (memorization in chunks). 
●​ Use assistive recording devices for rehearsal self-assessment. 
●​ Provide flexible seating/placement in performance to reduce anxiety or sensory overload. 

 
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Adjusting the pace of lessons  
●​ Curriculum compacting  
●​ Inquiry-based instruction  
●​ Independent study  
●​ Higher-order thinking skills  



●​ Interest-based content  
●​ Student-driven instruction  
●​ Real-world problems and scenarios  
●​ Allow students to select solo/duet repertoire with cultural connections. 
●​ Challenge them to analyze how music reflects global issues (climate, identity, social justice). 
●​ Have them design an “artistry workshop” for peers (e.g., on stage presence or interpretation). 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:  
Specific examples applied to the unit 

●​ Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts  
●​ Visual learning, including graphic organizers  
●​ Use of cognates to increase comprehension  
●​ Teacher modeling  
●​ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills  
●​ Scaffolding  
●​ Word walls  
●​ Sentence frames  
●​ Think-pair-share  
●​ Cooperative learning groups 
●​ Provide cultural background/context in both English and the student’s home language. 
●​ Use visuals and videos to demonstrate artistic expression and stage presence. 
●​ Offer sentence starters for reflection journals: “In this song, the composer shows emotion by ___.”  

 
Students at Risk of Failure  

●​ Offer alternative assessments (reflection video on artistry instead of live performance if absent). 
●​ Provide peer coaching groups for memorization and concert readiness. 
●​ Break performance rubric into simplified checklist format. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


