
 
 
 
 

Wall Township Public Schools                                   Board Approval Date: 8/19/2025 

Course Title: Digital Audio 2025 

Course Description: 
This full-year elective course introduces students to digital audio production using 
GarageBand and/or Logic Pro. Students will learn audio theory, music composition, 
recording, mixing, sound design, and podcast creation. The curriculum emphasizes 
critical thinking, collaboration, technology literacy, and interdisciplinary 
applications. 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/vpa/  

 

Course Sequence & Pacing 

Unit Title  

Estimated  
Number of 

Instructional 
Periods  

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/vpa/


 
 

Unit 1: Introduction to Digital Audio & GarageBand 
15 days  

Unit 2: Audio Recording Basics 
20 days  

Unit 3: Music Composition with MIDI 
20 days  

Unit 4: Audio Editing & Mixing/ Portfolio Development for Midterm 
25 days  

Unit 5: Sound Design for Media 
20 days  

Unit 6: Podcasting 
20 days  

Unit 7: Artificial Intelligence in Music 
28 days  

Unit 8: Capstone Project & Final Portfolio  
32 days  

 
 
 
 

Unit 1  



 
 
 
 
 

Desired Results 

Unit 1 Title: Introduction to Digital Audio & GarageBand 

Unit Summary:  Students explore the basics of digital audio by engaging with GarageBand. They will understand 
fundamental terminology, navigate the interface, and produce a basic loop-based composition to demonstrate 
familiarity with digital audio concepts. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr1a: Generate melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for compositions or improvisations 
using digital tools. 

●​  1.3E.12prof.Cr3b: Share compositions or improvisations that demonstrate musical and technological 
craftsmanship as well as the use of digital tools and resources in developing and organizing musical 
ideas. 

●​ 1.3C.12prof.Re9a: Evaluate works and performances based on personally or collaboratively developed criteria, 
including analysis of the structure and context. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr3a: Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to improve and 
refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 

●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cn11a  Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music. 

●​ 1.3E.12acc.Pr4a - Develop and apply criteria to select sound resources to study and perform based on 
interest, an understanding of musical characteristics of the music, and the performer’s musical skill using digital 
tools and resources. 

●​ 1.3E.12acc.Pr4b - Describe and provide examples of how context, musical aspects of the composition and 
digital media/tools inform prepared and improvised performances. 



 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):CLKS:  

●​ 9.4.12.CT.1 Identify problem-solving strategies used in the development of an innovative product or practice. 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and relevance 

of information, in media, data, or other resources  
●​ 9.4.12.TL.3 Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments. 
●​ 9.4.12.TL.4: Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual worlds to analyze and 

propose a resolution to a real-world problem ( 
●​ 9.4.12.CI.2: Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): CS & DT:  
●​ 8.1.12.DA.1   Create interactive data visualizations using software tools to help others better understand real world 

phenomena, including climate change.  
●​ 8.2.12.NT.3  Analyze the impact of current and emerging technologies on individuals and society. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ 1.3E.12acc.Cn11 - Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, 

varied contexts, and daily life. This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic Processes: 
1.3A.12acc.Cr2a, 1.3A.12acc.Cr3b, 1.3A.12acc.Pr5e, 1.3A.12acc.Re7a 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ What is digital audio?  
●​ How can GarageBand or other DAW’s be used as a tool 

for creativity? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Digital audio is an accessible form of media 

creation. 
●​ GarageBand serves as a foundational tool for digital 

musicians and producers. 

Vocabulary: waveform, DAW, MIDI, loop, track, timeline, tempo, pitch 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Navigate GarageBand’s interface and identify key features. 
●​ Create a simple loop-based composition. 
●​ Define and apply basic audio terms (waveform, DAW, loop, etc.) 
●​ Create and edit samples either by recording MIDI or using pre- recorded loops.                        
●​ How to launch and save GarageBand files into personal folders on their google drive 
●​ How to use the USB keyboards to play MIDI in GarageBand. 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ 
and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Use one or two loops to create a rhythm track 
●​ Use the  midi keyboard to “trigger” a virtual sound ie Bass Drum 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: 
●​ GarageBand interface scavenger hunt 



 
 

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Create a 30-second loop-based composition 

Common Benchmark Assessments:  
●​ Loop Composition  

Alternative Assessments:  
●​ Annotated screenshot walkthrough 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Mac Computers, Digital IO, Midi Keyboard, GarageBand software, headphones, sample loops 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or 
diagnosis. In addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the 
student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each 
learner. 

Review of directions - preferential seating  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is 
often preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts - Personal Glossary  
 



 
 

Students at Risk of Failure 
 Home/School Connection -  - Think-Pair-Share by Readiness  
 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits 
daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in 
instruction.  
Pre-Assess to provide Differentiated Instruction to Accelerate Learning   
 
 
 

Unit 2 

 
Desired Results 

Unit 2 Title: Audio Recording Basics 

Unit Summary: This unit introduces students to the foundational skills of capturing high-quality audio. They will gain 
hands-on experience with microphones, input settings, and GarageBand to produce clean voice recordings and 
understand recording principles. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music. 



 
 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr3a  Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to improve and 
refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Pr4c  Identify the context, expressive challenges, and use of digital tools in a varied repertoire of music 
influence prepared or improvised performances 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Rd9a Evaluate music using criteria based on analysis, interpretation, digital and electronic features, 
and personal interests. 

●​ 1.3E.12acc .Cn11 - Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.Processes: 1.3A.12acc.Cr2a, 1.3A.12acc.Cr3b, 1.3A.12acc.Pr5e, 1.3A.12acc.Re7a 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):  

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills to develop ideas and solutions.  
●​ 9.4.12.CI.3 Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal or academic growth.  
●​ 9.4.12.IML.2​ Evaluate digital sources for accuracy, perspective, credibility, and relevance.  
●​ 9.4.12.TL.2​ Generate data using digital tools to support forecasting, decision making, and planning.  
●​ 9.4.12.TL.4​ Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks to gather and share information.  
●​ 9.4.12.GCA.1​ Collaborate with individuals of diverse backgrounds to address complex problems.  
●​ 1.E.12acc.Cn11 - Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. This Performance Expectation is embedded in the following Artistic 
Processes: 1.3A.12acc.Cr2a, 1.3A.12acc.Cr3b, 1.3A.12acc.Pr5e, 1.3A.12acc.Re7a 

●​ 9.2.12.C.3  Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 
Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  

●​ 8.1.12.DA.1​ Create interactive data visualizations using software tools to help others better understand real-world 
phenomena.  

●​ 8.1.12.AP.4​ Design and interactively develop programs that combine control structures, functions, and user input 
to solve problems.  



 
 

●​ 8.2.12.ITH.3​ Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to digital tools has on culture and 
business.  
 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ 1.3E.12cac.Cn11 - Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 
 

 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ How do you capture high-quality audio? 
●​ How does microphone technique affect the quality of 

an audio recording? 
●​ What steps must be taken to capture clean, clear 

audio?​
 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Microphone technique and input levels affect 

recording quality. 
●​ Understanding signal flow helps prevent poor 

recordings. 
●​ The quality of recorded audio is determined by 

microphone type, technique, placement, and input 
settings. 

●​ Understanding gain staging and signal flow is 
essential for producing professional recordings. 

Vocabulary: Microphone, condenser, dynamic, polar pattern, cardioid, omnidirectional, gain, clipping, phantom power, 
signal-to-noise ratio, input/output, pop filter, waveform.   

Students will be able to: 
●​ Identify and describe different microphone types (dynamic vs. condenser). 
●​ Set input levels and avoid clipping while recording in GarageBand/Logic Pro. 



 
 

●​ Apply proper mic placement techniques and use pop filters for clarity. 
●​ Record a clean voice-over or vocal track. 
●​ Edit and export their recordings with basic trimming and noise reduction. 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ 
and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Use different mics and placements to compare sound 
●​ Write a script for the voice over track  

 
 

Assessment Evidence 
Formative Assessments: 

●​ Microphone type identification activity 
●​ Gain and input level practice logs​

DAW walkthrough on how to set up a new vocal recording track 
Summative Assessments: Record and edit a spoken word piece: 

●​ Record and edit a 30–60 second clean voice-over or vocal sample using proper gain staging and mic technique 
Common Benchmark Assessments: 

●​ Recording project with rubric 
●​ In-Class presentation with peer review and/or feedback 
●​ Teacher feedback 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Design and present a visual diagram of an ideal home podcast/recording setup, labeling each component and its 

function 
 
 



 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  

GarageBand or Logic Pro X, USB Microphones or iPad mics, Pop filters, mic stands, Audio interface , Sample recordings for 
analysis 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. In 
addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's needs. 
The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

- Small group/One to one - Additional time - Review of direction - Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and 
staying on task - Checklists - Immediate feedback  

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Personal Glossary - Extended Time - Teacher modeling - Pairing students with beginning English language skills 
with students who have more advanced English language skills - Scaffolding  - Cooperative learning groups 

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

- Home/School Connection  -  Work Alone Choice - Group Work Choice  
 
Students with 504 Plans 



 
 

Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits 
daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in 
instruction.  

Homogenous Grouping - Alternative Assessments  
 

 
 

Unit 3 

 
Desired Results 

Unit 3 Title: Music Composition with MIDI 

Unit Summary:  Students will explore MIDI technology and its role in modern music production. Through GarageBand 
or Logic Pro, they will compose music using virtual instruments, edit tracks, and understand key musical concepts like 
tempo, harmony, and quantization. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1a Use identified generative methods to formulate multiple ideas, develop artistic goals, and solve 
creative problems. 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr2a Organize and develop artistic ideas and work using a variety of compositional tools, including 
elements and principles of design in media arts productions. 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a  Refine and complete artistic work based on collaboratively-developed criteria and feedback. 



 
 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Re7a Analyze and construct interpretations of media artworks through aural, visual, and verbal 
observation. 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Cn10a Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to inspire and inform media art 
creation. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr1a  Generate melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for compositions or improvisations using 
digital tools. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr2a Select melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work that exhibits unity 
and variety using digital and/or analog tools. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr3a  Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to improve and 
refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Re8b  Demonstrate basic knowledge of music concepts and how they support creators’/performers’ 
expressive intent. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Re9a Evaluate music using criteria based on analysis, interpretation, digital and electronic features, 
and personal interests. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS) 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas. 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.3  Create a digital artifact that utilizes multimedia elements to express an idea. 
●​ 9.4.12.TL.3 Analyze the effectiveness of the process and quality of collaborative environments. 
●​ 9.2.12.C.3  Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans. 
●​ ​​9.3.12.AR-PRF.1 Describe the scope of the Performing Arts Career Pathway and the roles of various individuals in it.  
●​ 9.3.12.AR-PRF.7 Describe how technology and technical support enhance performing arts productions.  
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.3 Investigate how continuing education contributes to one’s career and personal growth. 

 



 
 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 
●​ 8.1.12.DA.5 Create data visualizations from large data sets to summarize, communicate, and support different 

interpretations of real-world phenomena.  
●​ 8.2.12.ED.3 Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from multiple 

historical, cultural, and societal perspectives.  
Interdisciplinary Connections: 

●​ 8.1.12.AP.4 Design and interactively develop programs that combine control structures, functions, and user input.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

●​ How does MIDI technology shape the way music is 
created? 

●​ What makes a piece of music engaging and effective? 
●​ How can technology support the compositional 

process? 
●​ How do musicians make creative decisions?       

Unit Enduring Understandings:      
  

●​ MIDI is a flexible, editable tool that empowers 
creative expression without traditional instruments. 

●​ Composition involves understanding structure, 
rhythm, and harmony to create meaningful music. 

●​ Music technology allows for experimentation and 
refinement in the creative process.     



 
 

●​ How do we discern the musical creators’ and 
performers’ expressive intent? 
 

 

●​  How do musicians improve the quality of their 
performance? 

●​ Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their 
expertise, context, and expressive intent. 

●​ To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, 
evaluate, and refine their performance over time 
through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the 
application of appropriate criteria. 

●​ Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to their 
expressive intent. 

●​ Musicians connect their personal interests, 
experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, 
performing, and responding. 

Vocabulary: MIDI, quantization, software instrument, region, track, velocity, automation, loop, grid, metronome, key 
signature, chord progression, tempo 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Create and edit MIDI tracks using virtual instruments. 
●​ Compose original melodies and harmonies.   
●​ Compose an original piece with melody, harmony, and rhythm using at least 3 instrument tracks. 
●​ Quantize MIDI notes to improve timing accuracy. 
●​ Apply basic music theory concepts (tempo, key, chord progressions) in digital composition. 
●​ Export a completed audio file of their MIDI-based project. 



 
 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ 
and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 
create a drum track with midi keyboard and quantize to several different note values and compare the outcomes 

●​ Take preexisting tracks and edit in AAB song form ( blues) 
●​ Model original track by importing a session to parody 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments:  
●​ Create a drumbeat with MIDI 
●​ Periodic checks for understanding throughout instruction 
●​ Teacher Feedback 
●​ Student Reflection 

Summative Assessments: Compose an 8-bar melody with accompaniment 
Common Benchmark Assessments: MIDI Composition Rubric 
Alternative Assessments: Remix a classmate's track 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
GarageBand/Logic Pro, MIDI keyboard (optional) 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  



 
 

Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or diagnosis. 
In addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the student's 
needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each learner. 

- Additional time -  Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task - Immediate feedback  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is often 
preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Simplified/Verbal Instructions --- Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have 
more advanced English language skills  

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

- Home/School Connection - Leveled Rubrics - Tiered Level of Supports - Tiered Activities   
 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits 
daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in 
instruction.  
Alternative Assessments - Pre-Assess to provide Differentiated Instruction to Accelerate Learning   
 
 
 



 
 

Unit 4 

 
Desired Results 

Unit 4    Title: Audio Editing & Mixing 

Unit Summary: Students will learn to enhance audio quality through mixing techniques. They will work with effects 
like EQ, compression, and automation to develop a balanced mix, while also considering creative and emotional impact 
in storytelling through sound. They’ll also explore signal flow, dynamics, and spatial effects to refine audio projects in 
GarageBand or Logic Pro. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr5a Evaluate, select, and apply methods or processes appropriate to display media artworks in a 
specific context. 

●​ 1.2.12prof.Pr6a Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a Refine and complete artistic work based on collaboratively-developed criteria and feedback. 
●​ 1.2.12prof.Re9a Apply criteria to evaluate a completed composition or production, considering artistic intent and 

technical quality. 
●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr1a - Generate melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for compositions or improvisations 

using digital tools. 
●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr3a - Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to 

improve and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 
●​ 1.3E.12prof.Pr4c - Identify the context, expressive challenges, and use of digital tools in a varied repertoire 

of music influence prepared or improvised performances. 
●​ 1.3E.12prof.Pr4b - Describe how context, structural aspects of the music, and digital media/tools inform 

prepared and improvised performances. 



 
 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Re8a - Explain and support an interpretation of the expressive intent of musical selections based on 
treatment of the elements of music, digital and electronic features, and purpose. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Re8b - Demonstrate basic knowledge of music concepts and how they support creators’/performers’ 
expressive intent. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Re9a - Evaluate music using criteria based on analysis, interpretation, digital and electronic features, 
and personal interests. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cn10a - Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music.. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.3​ Create a digital artifact that uses multimedia elements to express an idea. 
●​ 9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas. 
●​ 9.3.12.AR-PRF.1 Describe the scope of the Performing Arts Career Pathway and the roles of various individuals in it.  
●​ 9.3.12.AR-PRF.7 Describe how technology and technical support enhance performing arts productions.  

 
Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  

●​ 8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source technologies has had 
on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ 1.1.12prof.Re7a Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of human experiences. 
●​ RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats. 
●​ NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 
●​ 8.1.12.IC.1 Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ How can we shape sound to convey meaning? 
●​ What makes an audio mix sound “professional” or 

“balanced”? 
●​ How do audio effects contribute to storytelling and 

emotional impact? 
●​ How can digital editing improve the clarity and 

intention of a recording? 
 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Mixing balances technical and creative elements. 
●​ Effects and automation enhance emotional 

storytelling through sound. 
●​ Mixing is both an artistic and technical process that 

improves clarity, emotional tone, and balance. 
●​ Audio editing tools allow producers to correct 

mistakes and enhance creative choices. 
●​ Effects like EQ and compression are essential tools 

for shaping the final sound. 

Vocabulary:  Reverb, pan, automation EQ, compressor, gain, panning, automation, clipping, limiter, fade, crossfade,  
delay, frequency spectrum, signal flow 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Balance volume and pan tracks to create a clean mix. 
●​ Automate volume and effects to enhance expression. 
●​ Use EQ to balance frequencies between instruments or voices. 
●​ Apply dynamic range processing (compression/limiting) to control volume. 
●​ Trim, split, fade, and crossfade audio clips effectively. 
●​ Export a completed stereo mix using GarageBand or Logic Pro. 



 
 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ 
and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Use reverb and delay to add dimension to a track  
●​ Experiment with EQ to compare different effects on a track  

 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments: Mix critique exercises 
Summative Assessments: Mix a 4-track composition 
Common Benchmark Assessments: 4-Track Mix Evaluation Rubric 
Alternative Assessments: Audio collage mix or partner remix 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
computer, i/o device, microphone, garageband and/or logic pro 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or 
diagnosis. In addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the 
student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each 
learner. 



 
 

- Small group/One to one - Additional time - Review of directions - Follow a routine/schedule - Verbal and visual 
cues regarding directions and staying on task - Checklists - Immediate feedback  

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is 
often preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Extended Time - Simplified/Verbal Instructions - Teacher modeling - Pairing students with beginning English 
language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills 

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection - Alternative Assessments  - Leveled Rubrics - Tiered Level of Supports -  
 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits 
daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in 
instruction.  

Differentiated Online Practice - Alternative Assessments -  
 
 
 

Unit 5 

 
Desired Results 



 
 

Unit 5 Title: Sound Design for Media 

Unit Summary: Students explore the role of sound in multimedia storytelling by designing audio for short video 
segments, animations, or video games. They will work with sound effects, voice-over, foley(sound effects), and ambient 
sound to enhance mood, timing, and immersion. Students will also learn to sync sound to visuals using GarageBand or 
Logic Pro and explore basic scoring and audio-for-video techniques. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Re8a - Explain and support an interpretation of the expressive intent of musical selections based on 
treatment of the elements of music, digital and electronic features, and purpose. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cn11a - Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

●​  13A.2.Cr2a: Demonstrate and explain personal reasons for selecting patterns and ideas for music that 
represent expressive intent.. 

●​  1.3A.2.Cr3a: Interpret and apply personal, peer and teacher feedback to revise personal music. 
●​ 1.3A.2.Re7a: Demonstrate and explain how personal interests and experiences influence musical selection for 

specific purposes  
●​ 1.3A.2.Re9a: Apply personal and expressive preferences in the evaluation of music. 
●​ 1.3A.2.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 

creating, performing and responding to music. 
●​ 1.3A.5.Cn10a: Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills related to personal choices and intent when 

creating, performing, and responding to music. 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas. 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.3 Create a digital artifact that uses multimedia elements to express an idea. 



 
 

●​ 9.4.12.TL.4 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue using multimedia tools. 
●​ 9.3.12.AR-PRF.1 Describe the scope of the Performing Arts Career Pathway and the roles of various individuals in it.  
●​ 9.3.12.AR-PRF.7 Describe how technology and technology and technical support enhance performing arts 

productions.  
Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  

●​ 8.2.12.NT.2 Redesign an existing product (e.g., sound for silent video) to improve form and function. 
●​ 8.1.12.DA.1: Create interactive data visualizations using software tools to help others better understand real world 

phenomena, including climate 
change. 

●​ 8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source technologies has had 
on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr1a Use multiple approaches to begin creative endeavors.        

 
 
 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
●​ How does sound design enhance the emotional and 

narrative impact of a visual scene? 
●​ What is the role of timing, mood, and realism in 

synchronizing sound to visuals? 
●​ How do different sound elements including  dialogue, 

music, foley work together to tell a story? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Sound design is essential in creating emotional 

connection and realism in multimedia. 
●​ Audio and visuals must be carefully timed and 

layered for maximum storytelling impact. 
●​ Technology allows creators to manipulate and 

design sound in detailed, creative ways. 



 
 

●​ How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and 
daily life inform creating, performing, and 
responding to music? 

 

Vocabulary: Foley, ADR, ambient sound, sync point, spotting session, cue, automation, audio bed, ducking, crossfade, 
score, timeline, post-production.   

Students will be able to:  
●​ Add and sync voice-over, music, and sound FX to video. 
●​ Use sound libraries to design realistic environments. 
●​ Export audio synced with video. 
●​ Import and sync video into a DAW timeline. 
●​ Record and layer sound effects, ambience, and voice-over. 
●​ Edit and align audio to visual cues (sync points). 
●​ Use panning, volume automation, and effects to create space and tension. 
●​ Export a completed audio-for-video scene. 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ 
and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ View several videos of “Foley Artists" for inspiration and ideas for FX 
●​ Create a “timeline” in the DAW including memory locations  

 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments:  
●​ Spotting session activity: Identify sound cues in a short clip 
●​ Foley creation assignment: Record 3+ sound effects for a silent video 



 
 

●​ Sound cue timing worksheet 
●​ Teacher Feedback 
●​ Student Reflection 

Summative Assessments:  
●​ Mix and master a 1-minute track Score and design all audio (music, dialogue, SFX) for a 30–60 second video clip 

using GarageBand or Logic Pro.  
●​ Export with synced audio and submit with an artist statement 

Common Benchmark Assessments: Mixing rubric + peer review 
Alternative Assessments:  

●​ Audio-only story project: Use only sound to tell a short story (no visuals) 
●​ Annotated breakdown: Describe each sound used and its purpose in a scene 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
You-Tube Videos 
Video Games 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  



 
 

Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or 
diagnosis. In addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the 
student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each 
learner. 

Additional time - Review of directions - Immediate feedback  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is 
often preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 
              Extended Time - Simplified/Verbal Instructions - Pairing students with beginning English language skills with 
students who have more advanced English language skills  
 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection - Supplemental Instruction -  Leveled Rubrics - Tiered Level of Supports - Group Work 
Choice  

 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits 
daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in 
instruction.  
 Differentiated Online Practice - Alternative Assessments  
 
 



 
 

Unit 6 

 
Desired Results 

Unit 6 Title: Podcasting 

Unit Summary: In this unit, students will produce their own original podcast segments, developing skills in 
scriptwriting, voice recording, digital editing, storytelling, and media presentation. Students will use GarageBand or 
Logic Pro to record and edit episodes that demonstrate narrative clarity, vocal expression, and thoughtful sound design. 
Emphasis will be placed on tone, pacing, factual accuracy, interview skills, and audio branding. The unit culminates in 
a class podcast series or showcase. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 
 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cr3a - Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to 
improve and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Pr4c - Identify the context, expressive challenges, and use of digital tools in a varied repertoire 
of music influence prepared or improvised performances. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Pr4b - Describe how context, structural aspects of the music, and digital media/tools inform 
prepared and improvised performances. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Re9a - Evaluate music using criteria based on analysis, interpretation, digital and electronic features, 
and personal interests. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cn10a - Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music. 

●​ 1.3E.12prof.Cn11a - Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 



 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.3​ Create a digital artifact that uses multimedia elements to express an idea. 
●​ 9.4.12.CI.1 Use creative thinking to develop content and solve problems during podcast development. 
●​ 9.4.12.GCA.1​ Collaborate to develop and communicate ideas effectively. 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.4 Evaluate different careers and develop various plans 
●​ 9.2.12.CAP.3 Investigate how continuing education contributes to one’s career and personal growth 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
●​ 8.2.12.ED.3 Evaluate and revise digital tools to improve podcast quality. 
●​ 8.2.12.ITH.3 Analyze the impact of information technology on careers in digital media and broadcasting. 
●​ 8.1.12.AP.4: Design and iteratively develop computational artifacts for practical intent, personal expression, or to address a societal issue. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.6​ Use information from a variety of sources to evaluate claims and support conclusions.​  
●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the 

influence of digital communities on the nature, content and responsibilities of careers, and other aspects of 
society 

●​ 9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and responsibilities of careers, 
and other aspects of society 

●​ 9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and relevance 
of information, in media, data, or other resources. 

 

Learning Targets 

●​ Unit Essential Questions: ●​ Unit Enduring Understandings: 



 
 

●​ ​​How do musicians improve the quality of their 
creative work? 

●​ When is a performance judged ready to present?  
●​ How does context and the manner in which musical 

work is presented influence audience response? 
●​  How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and     

performance(s)? 
 

●​ ​​Musicians evaluate, and refine their work through 
openness to new ideas, persistence, and the 
application of appropriate criteria. 

●​  Musicians judge performance based on criteria 
that vary across time, place, and cultures. The 
context and how a work is presented influence the 
audience response. 

●​ The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and 
performance(s) is informed by analysis, 
interpretation, and established criteria. 

●​ Musicians connect their personal interests, 
experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, 
performing, and responding. 

Vocabulary: Podcast, voice-over, script, cold open, bumper, intro/outro, crossfade, pan, mic proximity, EQ, compression, 
RSS feed, show notes, segment, interview 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Write and structure a podcast script or interview outline. 
●​ Record clean vocal audio using appropriate mic technique. 
●​ Edit spoken word audio, including trimming, fading, and arranging. 
●​ Add music beds, sound effects, and transitions to enhance their episode. 
●​ Export a final podcast episode and write a short description and show notes. 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ 
and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Evidence 
Formative Assessments:   

●​ Planning sketches 
●​ Teacher Feedback 
●​ Script Development 
●​ Review and refining 
●​ Periodic teacher progress checks 

Summative Assessments:  
●​ Completed Podcast project 
●​ Teacher Feedback  
●​ Peer Feedback 
●​ in-class performance of podcast 
●​ Student Reflection 
●​ Rubric 

Common Benchmark Assessments:  
●​ Script Development 
●​ Rubric 
●​ Teacher anecdotal notes 

Alternative Assessments:  
●​ Group podcast roundtable: Students produce a live recorded discussion 
●​ Reflective blog post or video on the podcasting process and lessons learned 

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  



 
 

Garageband or Logic Pro 
Microphone, Focus-Rite  I/O device 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or 
diagnosis. In addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the 
student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each 
learner. 

- Small group/One to one - Additional time - Checklists - Immediate feedback  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is 
often preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Personal Glossary - Extended Time - Simplified/Verbal Instructions  - Pairing students with beginning English 
language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills  
 

Students at Risk of Failure 
-Home/School Connection - Leveled Rubrics - Tiered Level of Supports  - Work Alone Choice - Group Work Choice  

 
 
 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  



 
 

504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits 
daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in 
instruction.  

- Small Group In-Depth Instruction -  Alternative Assessments  
 
 
 
 

Unit 7 

 
Desired Results 

Unit 7  Title: Artificial Intelligence in Music  

Unit Summary: This unit explores how artificial intelligence (AI) is transforming music composition. Students will 
analyze, evaluate, and create AI-assisted compositions, gaining both technical and critical thinking skills. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cr1a – Generate melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for compositions using digital tools. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cr2a – Organize and develop musical ideas using digital audio systems. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cr3a – Evaluate and refine draft compositions. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cn10a – Demonstrate how personal interests and skills influence music creation. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cn11a – Analyze how culture and experience influence expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 



 
 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 
●​ 9.4.12.IML.3​ Create a digital artifact that uses artificial intelligence to express an idea. 
●​ 9.4.12.CI.1 Use creative thinking to develop content and solve problems. 
●​ 9.4.12.GCA.1​ Collaborate to develop and communicate ideas effectively. 
●​ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
●​ 9.4.12.CI.3: Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and transition 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
●​ 8.2.12.ED.3 Evaluate and revise digital tools to improve AI song quality. 
●​ 8.2.12.ITH.3 Analyze the impact of information technology on careers in digital media and broadcasting. 

 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

●​ Can a machine truly be creative? 
●​ Who is the "composer" when AI is used to generate 

music? 
●​ How does AI affect the originality and emotion of a 

musical piece? 
●​ What role does human input play in AI-assisted 

music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

●​ AI can be a creative tool, not just a technical one. 
●​ Music created by AI challenges our traditional 

definitions of authorship and creativity. 
●​ Ethical and cultural implications must be 

considered in AI-generated content. 
●​ Technology can expand, not replace, human 

musical expression. 
●​ Understand the types of AI models used in music 

(e.g., generative, predictive, LLMs). 



 
 

Students will be able to:   

●​ Create music using AI tools and edit it in a DAW. 
●​ Reflect on the compositional role of AI vs. human input. 
●​ Critically evaluate AI-generated music. 
●​ Present and explain their creative process and choices. 
●​ Refine AI-assisted compositions with human creativity 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, LGBTQ 
and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Review and explore AI generated music with apps such as SONU 
●​ Discuss the use of AI to generate popular music and the impact it will have on the artist and industry  

 
 
 
 

Assessment Evidence 
Formative Assessments: 

●​ AI Composition Project  
●​ Student Reflection Essay + Ethics considerations 
●​ Participation & Exploration: Tool use, group work, feedback sessions 

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Final Track Using AI and DAW editing  
●​ Final Showcase and explanation  

Common Benchmark Assessments:  
N/A 



 
 

Alternative Assessments:  
●​ written work, individualized projects  

 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  

●​ Computers with internet access 
●​ Access to DAWs: Soundtrap, Logic Pro or GarageBand 
●​ AI tools such as Google Magenta Studio, Soundful, Amper Music 
●​ Speakers/headphones 
●​ Projector for video and demonstration 

 
 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations and 
modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or 
diagnosis. In addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon the 
student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that support each 
learner. 

-Small group/One to one - Additional time - Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts - Follow a 
routine/schedule - Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task - Checklists - Immediate 
feedback  



 
 

 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term is 
often preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 

Simplified/Verbal Instructions      Teacher modeling - Pairing students with beginning English language skills 
with students who have more advanced English language skills - Scaffolding  

 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection - Alternative Assessments   - Leveled Rubrics - Tiered Level of Supports  - Work Alone 
Choice - Group Work Choice  

 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  
504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that limits 
daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity in 
instruction.  

- Alternative Assessments - Pre-Assess to provide Differentiated Instruction to Accelerate Learning   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 8 

 
Desired Results 

Unit 8  Title: Capstone Project & Final Portfolio  

Unit Summary: In this final capstone project, students will compose, arrange, and produce a fully original track 
(1.5–3 minutes) that reflects their creative identity and demonstrates technical skill in digital audio production. 
Students will use MIDI, loops, virtual instruments, and effects to design a unique soundscape that communicates 
mood, emotion, or narrative without lyrics or spoken word.The emphasis is on creativity, structure, and technical 
quality. Students will also document their creative process in a brief written reflection and present their work to 
the class. 

Learning Standards 
NJSLS: 

●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cn11a: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cr1a: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cr2a: Select and develop musical ideas for defined purposes and contexts. 



 
 

●​ 1.3C.12prof.Cr3a: Evaluate and refine draft compositions and improvisations. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Pr4a: Demonstrate and explain how musical works are structured and interpreted. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Pr5a: Evaluate, critique, and refine work using teacher-generated criteria. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Pr6a: Perform music for a specific purpose with expression and appropriate interpretation. 
●​ 1.3C.12prof.Re9a: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work, including the works of others and personal 

production. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS): 

●​ 9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas. 
●​  9.4.12.CT.2 Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem solving. 
●​  9.4.12.IML.3 Analyze data and digital artifacts to make decisions based on data and logic. 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  
●​ 8.2.12.ED.3 Design a product or system that addresses a real-world problem using appropriate tools and 

techniques. 
●​  8.2.12.NT.2 Redesign an existing product to improve form or function. 
●​  8.1.12.DA.5 Create data visualizations from large data sets to summarize, communicate, and support 

different interpretations of real-world phenomena.  
●​ 8.1.12.CS.1: Describe ways in which integrated systems hide underlying implementation details to simplify 

user experiences. 
 8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, and cultural practices. 

●​ 8.2.2.ITH.3: Identify how technology impacts or improves life. • 8.2.2.ITH.4: Identify how various tools reduce 
work and improve daily tasks. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  
●​ 1.2.12prof.Cr3a Reflect on and/or solve a problem. Explain how professional artists improve their work. 
●​ 8.2.12.NT.3 Analyze the impact of current and emerging technologies on individuals and society. 



 
 

●​ 1.3E.12acc.Re8a: Connect the influence of the elements of music, digital and electronic features, context, 
purpose, and other art forms to the expressive intent of musical works. 

●​ 9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to 
determine the most plausible option  

 
 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 

●​ How can technology help bring my musical ideas to 
life? 

●​ What makes a musical composition effective and 
with emotional impact? 

●​ How do creative and technical decisions influence the 
listener’s experience? 

●​ In what ways can music production communicate 
identity, culture, or narrative?​
 

●​ How does the mixing and mastering process support 
or hinder the artistic message? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

●​ Music technology allows artists to fully realize 
creative ideas and share them in diverse ways.​
Effective compositions balance technical 
quality with personal or cultural expression. 

●​ The process of music production involves 
intentional choices about structure, texture, 
and emotion. 

●​ Mastery of digital tools enables greater artistic 
freedom and professional-level results.​
 

●​ Reflecting on and revising work is critical in 
the artistic process. 

Vocabulary: ​ 
Arrangement,Track,DAW (Digital Audio Workstation),Composition,MIDI ,Quantization,Loop,Automation,Mixing 
Mastering, Equalization (EQ),Reverb,Delay,Compression,Sound Design,Stereo Field,Clipping,Waveform,Tempo BPM  



 
 

Students will be able to:  
●​ Compose and arrange an original piece using digital audio tools. 
●​ Apply MIDI sequencing, quantization, and instrument selection. 
●​ Use effects such as EQ, reverb, delay, and compression. 
●​ Mix and master a stereo audio file. 
●​ Reflect critically on their creative and technical decisions. 

Learning Activities & Differentiation: (Amistad & Holocaust, Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Climate Change, 
LGBTQ and People with Disabilities, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI]) 

●​ Import a selection of tracks that are premade in song form to edit making changes such as rhythm track etc. 
for your final project  

●​ Use mastering tools such as compression, stereo imaging, EQ,  and global reverb. 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments:  
●​ Project Proposal Pitch: Students submit a short plan outlining their concept, genre, instrumentation, and 

DAW setup 
●​ Written pitch or verbal presentation 
●​ Rough Track Reviews     
●​ Students present in-progress work to peers for feedback  
●​ Peer review + teacher comments 
●​ Skill Check Activities​  
●​ Mini-tasks demonstrating key production skills (e.g., EQ, compression, automation) in isolation.​  
●​ Google Form exit tickets, DAW screenshots 
●​ Reflection Journals​ 
●​ Weekly short entries reflecting on technical challenges and artistic choices.​  
●​ Google Docs or journal sheet 



 
 

Summative Assessments:  
●​ Final Track (Original Composition) 
●​ Complete original piece of music demonstrating creativity, structure, and technical quality.   
●​ Project Documentation  
●​ Brief write-up (or voiceover) describing composition process, tools used, and challenges overcome.​

Artistic intent, vocabulary, clarity  
●​ Mix/Master Quality Judged on clarity, balance, stereo imaging, effects usage, and loudness normalization.​

Based on mixing rubric 
●​ Presentation or Listening Day​ Students present their work to the class (can include album art, title, and 

artist statement).​ 21st-century skill reflection and peer feedback 
Common Benchmark Assessments: 
Students complete a guided mini-project: 30 seconds of original music that includes: 

●​ 3+ MIDI instruments 
●​ 1+ audio recording 
●​ Use of EQ, compression, automation, and panning 
●​ Export as WAV and submit project file 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Video Score or Game Soundtrack​  
●​ Compose music for a short film or video game level using original materials and sound design. 
●​ Remix Challenge: Create a remix of a royalty-free song using learned techniques  
●​ Live Performance Recording​  
●​ Record, edit, and mix a live acoustic performance in GarageBand or Logic with original arrangement. 
●​ Podcast Music Package: Compose theme music and transition beds for a fictional podcast using original 

material. 
 
 



 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials  
Garageband or Logic Pro 
Microphone, Focus-Rite  I/O device 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners, 

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:  
Students receiving Special Education programming have specific goals and objectives, as well as accommodations 
and modifications outlined within their Individualized Education Plans (IEP) due to an identified disability and/or 
diagnosis. In addition to exposure to the general education curriculum, the instruction is differentiated based upon 
the student's needs. The IEP acts as a supplemental curriculum guide inclusive of instructional strategies that 
support each learner. 

Small group/One to one  - Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task - Checklists  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners  
English language learner (ELL) is a national-origin-minority student who is limited-English-proficient. This term 
is often preferred over limited-English-proficient (LEP) as it highlights accomplishments rather than deficits. 
Personal Glossary - Extended Time - Simplified/Verbal Instructions - Teacher modeling - Pairing students with 
beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced English language skills - Scaffolding- 
Think-pair-share - 
Students at Risk of Failure 

Home/School Connection - Differentiated Online Practice - Leveled Rubrics - Tiered Level of Supports - Tiered 
Activities  

 
Students with 504 Plans 
Teachers are responsible for implementing designated services and strategies identified on a student’s 504 Plan.  



 
 

504 plans are formal plans that schools develop to give kids the support they need and covers any condition that 
limits daily activities in a major way. Students' accommodations are outlined in their individual 504 plan.  
 
Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students  
It is critical that all teachers are able to recognize a high-ability student who may need more depth and complexity 
in instruction.  

Homogenous Grouping  - Alternative Assessments - 
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