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Course Title: Concert Choir

Course Description: Concert Choir is open to all students who are interested in singing with a group of vocalists. The principles of vocal tone
production, diction, phrasing, note reading, and musical expression are taught. This is a performance course that presents diverse styles of music at
the Holiday and Spring Concerts annually. The Choir also performs for school and community activities throughout the school year. Participation in
dress rehearsals and concerts are required.

Course Sequence & Pacing

Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 1 Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 3

25 Introduction to Vocal Technique and Choir Repertoire 5 Preparation of a Musical Portfolio
And the Midterm Exam

20 Developing Tonal Memory and Introduction to new
Choral Repertoire

Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 2 Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 4

25 Development of Tonal Memory and Concert Preparation 25 Spring Concert Preparation

5 Preparation for Final Exam



Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 1  Introduction to Vocal Technique and Choir Repertoire

Unit Summary: This unit is designed to help students develop a foundational understanding of their vocal
instruments. A healthy knowledge and proper understanding of how to utilize the voice is crucial in
developing tone production. Students must focus on following carefully supervised warm-ups and
exercises focusing on the development of breath support, uniformity of vowels, blend of tone, and smooth
transitions between registers. Diction and articulation skill work will focus on achieving proper
performance of vowels.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.3C.12int.Pr5a. Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and
evaluate their success using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.
1.3C.12int.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.
1.3C.12int.Pr6b. Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and
improvised performances.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.CT.2. Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving.



Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1  Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility
potion, capacity and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a
key term or terms over the course of a text.

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) How does humidity effect vocal production?

Unit Essential Questions:
How do the elements of correct vocal technique affect the musical
performance?
How does my vocal part affect the rest of the group?
How does written music translate to performance? 

Unit Enduring Understandings:
The basic concepts of vocal technique enhance the performance of
the music
 
Performance of music requires skills and knowledge of the elements
of music

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

open score
Staff
Meter
Interval
Harmony
Soft palette
Sub-Text
Vocal chords

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Perform in an ensemble setting.
Develop vocal technique concepts such as breathing, vowels, and
vocal production
Read music notation
Demonstrate musical expression.
Demonstrate part independence.
Demonstrate the ability to identify and perform key signatures and
time signatures



Demonstrate proficiency in the correct performance of rhythms at
varied tempi.
Demonstrate good tone and intonation.
Demonstrate ability to sing major scale and arpeggio.
Demonstrate ability to sing a chromatic scale
Demonstrate the ability to sing an art song.

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration live or recorded.
Part independence while singing with others

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Demonstration of part independence with balance and blend

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms, live or recorded.

Vocal Technique
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Teacher assessment of proper vocal technique

Rehearsal Techniques
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation

Teacher observation of rehearsal techniques
Students demonstrating proper use of Vowels, Diction



Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understand of Lyrics and sub-text

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Ensemble skills:
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Part independence while singing with others

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Demonstration of part independence with balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms

Vocal Technique
Summative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Teacher assessment of proper vocal technique

Rehearsal Techniques
Summative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher observation of rehearsal techniques
Students demonstrating proper use of Vowels, Diction

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Summative Assessments:

Ensemble skills:
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration



Part independence while singing with others

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Demonstration of part independence with balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms

Vocal Technique
Summative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Teacher assessment of proper vocal technique

Rehearsal Techniques
Summative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher observation of rehearsal techniques
Students demonstrating proper use of Vowels, Diction

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Alternative Assessments:
Individual student recordings of performance repertoire

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)



1.3C.12int.Pr5a
RI.11-12.4

1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Understanding of text
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the meaning of the text

Check for understanding. Student perspective and research
10 weeks

9.4.12.CI.1
1.3C.12prof.Pr5a
9.4.12.TL.1 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Development of part independence
Students will analyze the written musical
notation and sing with accuracy.
Students will demonstrate the ability to
balance and blend in the ensemble.

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative
skills and ideas through teacher prompts, class discussion /
demonstration, and modeling

10 weeks

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
.3C.12int.Pr5a
3C.12prof.Pr5a

Development of Technical Accuracy
Students will sing with correct pitch
Students will use correct vocal technique
Students will sing with correct rhythms
and a steady pulse
Students will develop proficiency in
tonal memory

Checking for accuracy.  Correction pitch, rhythm, and vocal
production in daily rehearsals. 10 weeks

1.3C.12int.Pr6a
1.3C.12int.Pr6b
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a

Performance of varied genres, styles,
composers
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the context of the music

Eclectic repertoire is utilized in daily rehearsals 10 weeks

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)



Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Sound System

Chromebook

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills



● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 2  Concert Preparation

Unit Summary: This unit is designed to develop students’ musicianship and aural skills alongside study of ensemble repertoire, tone
production/vocal technique development. The culmination of the unit is a Holiday Concert Performance.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.3C.12int.Pr5a. Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and
evaluate their success using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.



1.3C.12int.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.
1.3C.12int.Pr6b. Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and
improvised performances.
1.3C.12nov.Cn10a. Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.CT.2. Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving.

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility potion,
capacity and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a
key term or terms over the course of a text.

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) How does air quality affect vocal production?

Unit Essential Questions:
How does creating and performing in the arts differ from viewing
the arts?
 How does written music translate into performance?
 How can I contribute to the desired sound of the ensemble?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
 Music involves communication and expression of feelings
 Knowing the context of the music influences the meaning of the
performance
Rehearsal skills effect concert performances



How do I communicate the meaning of the music by expressing the
text clearly and expressively?
How does harmony add to a choral piece?
How does interval singing help with choral reading?
How do the elements of correct vocal technique affect the musical
performance?
How does my vocal part affect the rest of the group?
How does written music translate to performance? 

 The arts serve multiple functions: enlightenment, education, and
entertainment
 The process of interval singing helps with the process of choral
reading
The basic concepts of vocal technique enhance the performance of
the music
Performance of music requires skills and knowledge of the elements
of music

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

inflection
sub-text
phrasing

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Perform various choral works which represent eclectic genres
 Perform choral music in three part harmony
 Identify and sing selected intervals
Perform in an ensemble setting.
Develop vocal technique concepts such as breathing, vowels, and
vocal production
Read music notation
Demonstrate appropriate concert performance etiquette
Demonstrate musical expression.
Demonstrate part independence.
Demonstrate the ability to identify and perform key signatures and
time signatures
Demonstrate proficiency in the correct performance of rhythms at
varied tempi.
Demonstrate good tone and intonation.
Demonstrate ability to sing major scale and arpeggio.
Demonstrate ability to sing a chromatic scale



Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration live or recorded.
Part independence while singing with others

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Demonstration of part independence with balance and blend

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms, live or recorded.

Vocal Technique
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Teacher assessment of proper vocal technique

Rehearsal Techniques
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation

Teacher observation of rehearsal techniques
Students demonstrating the development of hearing and singing intervals

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understand of Lyrics and sub-text

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Ensemble skills:
Summative: Other Evidence: Recital
Performance in the Holiday Concert and Dress rehearsal

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration



Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of ensemble skills of balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Summative Assessments:

Ensemble skills:
Summative: Other Evidence: Recital
Performance in the Holiday Concert and Dress rehearsal

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of ensemble skills of balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Alternative Assessments:
Individual student recordings of performance repertoire

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,

Timeframe



LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

(Days or
Weeks)

1.3C.12int.Pr5a
RI.11-12.4

1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Understanding of text
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the meaning of the text

Check for understanding. Student perspective and research
10 weeks

9.4.12.CI.1
1.3C.12prof.Pr5a
9.4.12.TL.1 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Development of part independence
Students will analyze the written musical
notation and sing with accuracy.
Students will demonstrate the ability to
balance and blend in the ensemble.

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative
skills and ideas through teacher prompts, class discussion /
demonstration, and modeling

10 weeks

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
.3C.12int.Pr5a
3C.12prof.Pr5a

Development of Technical Accuracy
Students will sing with correct pitch
Students will use correct vocal technique
Students will sing with correct rhythms
and a steady pulse
Students will develop proficiency in
tonal memory

Checking for accuracy.  Correction of pitch, rhythm, and
vocal production in daily rehearsals. 10 weeks

1.3C.12int.Pr6a
1.3C.12int.Pr6b
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a

Performance of varied genres, styles,
composers
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the context of the music

Eclectic repertoire is utilized in daily rehearsals 10 weeks



Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Sound System

Chromebook

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:
● Adjusting the pace of lessons



● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 3 Preparation of a Music Portfolio

Unit Summary:  Preparation for the Mid Term Exam.  Development of the musical skills and techniques which are necessary for
advanced level performance.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:
1.3C.12int.Pr4b. Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and
formal characteristics of musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in
prepared or improvised performances.



1.3C.12acc.Pr5a. Develop and apply appropriate rehearsal strategies to address individual and ensemble
challenges in a varied repertoire of music and evaluate their success.
1.3C12prof.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures, styles,and
genres
1.3C.12int.Re8a. Identify and support interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical
works, citing as evidence the treatment of the elements of music, contexts and the setting of the
text (when appropriate).
1.3D.12int.Pr5a. Apply teacher of student-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, and chordal accompaniments
selected for performance. Identify practice strategies to address performance challenges and
refine the performances.
1.3C12int.Pr4a. Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an
understanding of formal design in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and
ensemble.
1.3D.12prof.Pr6a. Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments,
while demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an understanding of the context.
1.3D.12prof.Re7b. Develop and apply teacher or student-provided criteria based on personal preference,
analysis, and context to evaluate individual and small group musical selections for listening

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.2.12.CAP.3. Investigate how continuing education contributes to one's career and personal growth.
9.2.12.CAP.5. Assess and modify a personal plan to support current interests and postsecondary plans.
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility potion,
capacity and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc



RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 11-12 texts
and topics.

Unit Essential Questions:
What is your plan for musical growth?
Can you demonstrate the stylistic differences in the works that have
been studied?
How does the ability and performance of the individual affect the
group’s performance?
In what ways does breathing affect performance?

In what ways can consistent technical accuracy contribute to more
expressive performance?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
Student musicians integrate their musical experience into becoming
valued, respected, and valued members of their community
Musical elements, artistic processes and organizational principles are
used in simple and distinctive ways in various genres of music.

Music is a layered and cumulative experience with one concept
building on the next.

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

Intonation
Tone Production
Tempo
Pulse

Musical expression
Bel Canto
Time signature
Dynamics
Phrase
Music portfolio

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Produce a tone that is in tune and has a pleasant tone quality.
Perform music in various keys, meters, and genres.
Perform with a steady beat individually and within an ensemble.

Demonstrate good intonation

Demonstrate musical expression and phrasing



Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:
Concert Repertoire
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation of part independence

Formative:  Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation of Tonal Memory, Singing of Scales and Arpeggio

Common Benchmark Assessments:

Portfolio Assessment – Midterm Exam

Summative: Transfer Tasks: Other: Student Portfolio of Ensemble Repertoire

Performance Assessment – Midterm Exam
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Tonal Memory Skills
Performance Assessment – Midterm Exam
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Major Scales and Arpeggios

Summative Assessments:  

Portfolio Assessment – Midterm Exam

Summative: Transfer Tasks: Other: Student Portfolio of Ensemble Repertoire

Performance Assessment – Midterm Exam
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Tonal Memory Skills
Performance Assessment – Midterm Exam



Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Major Scales and Arpeggios

Alternative Assessments:
Individual student recordings of performance repertoire

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.3C.12int.Pr5a
RI.11-12.4

1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Understanding of text Check for understanding. Student perspective and research 5 blocks

9.4.12.CI.1
1.3C.12prof.Pr5a
9.4.12.TL.1 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Development of part independence

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative
skills and ideas through teacher prompts, class discussion /
demonstration, and modeling 5 blocks

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
.3C.12int.Pr5a
3C.12prof.Pr5a

Development of Technical Accuracy Checking for accuracy.  Correction pitch, rhythm, and vocal
production in summative performances

5 blocks

1.3C.12int.Pr6a Performance of varied genres, styles,
composers

Eclectic repertoire is utilized in summative performances 5 blocks



Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital notation processing software

Digital recorder

Sound system
Chromebook

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:
● Adjusting the pace of lessons



● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 4  Tonal Memory and  Introduction to New Choral Repertoire

Unit Summary: This unit is designed to help students develop a foundational approach to singing/performing within an ensemble.
Students will discuss the musical qualities in choral repertoire heard or studied that evoke various responses or emotions. Students will
develop sight reading skills and continue to develop the concepts of vocal technique.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.3C.12int.Pr5a. Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and
evaluate their success using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and



improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.
1.3C.12int.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.
1.3C.12int.Pr6b. Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and
improvised performances.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.2.12.CAP.3. Investigate how continuing education contributes to one's career and personal growth..
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.CT.2. Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving.

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility potion,
capacity and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a
key term or terms over the course of a text.

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) How does air quality effect vocal production?

Unit Essential Questions:
 How does written music translate into performance?
How do I communicate the meaning of the music by expressing the
text clearly and expressively?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
 Understanding how the intervals sound and how they are used in
choral music will enhance your performance in chorus.



How does interval singing help with choral reading?
How do the elements of correct vocal technique affect the musical
performance?
How does written music translate to performance? 

 Extending knowledge of choral repertoire will serve multiple
functions: enjoyment of music, education and entertainment
Music involves communication and expression of feelings
 Knowing the context of the music influences the meaning of the
performance
 The process of interval singing helps with the process of choral
reading
The basic concepts of vocal technique enhance the performance of
the music
Performance of music requires skills and knowledge of the elements
of music

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

inflection
sub-text
phrasing

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Identify intervals in melodic patterns
Develop sight reading skills
 Perform various intervals and patterns played on the piano
Perform various choral works which represent eclectic genres
 Perform choral music in three part harmony
 Identify and sing selected intervals
Perform in an ensemble setting.
Develop vocal technique concepts such as breathing, vowels, and
vocal production
Read music notation
Demonstrate appropriate concert performance etiquette
Demonstrate musical expression.
Demonstrate part independence.



Demonstrate the ability to identify and perform key signatures and
time signatures
Demonstrate proficiency in the correct performance of rhythms at
varied tempi.
Demonstrate good tone and intonation.
Demonstrate ability to sing major scale and arpeggio.
Demonstrate ability to sing a chromatic scale

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Formative:

Teacher observation of rehearsal techniques
Students demonstrating the development of aural skills and singing intervals

Formative:

Students demonstrating the development of sight reading skills

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration live or recorded.
Part independence while singing with others

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Demonstration of part independence with balance and blend

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration



Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms, live or recorded.

Vocal Technique
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Teacher assessment of proper vocal technique

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understand of Lyrics and sub-text

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of ensemble skills of balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Summative Assessments:

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of ensemble skills of balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration



Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Alternative Assessments:
Individual student recordings of performance repertoire

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.3C.12int.Pr5a
RI.11-12.4
RI.11-12.3

Understanding of text
Diction

Check for understanding.
Student perspective of the meaning of the text
Research the composer and time period for relevancy

10 weeks

9.4.12.CI.1
1.3C.12prof.Pr5a

Development of part independence of
new choral repertoire
Development of Sight Reading Skills

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative
skills and ideas through teacher prompts, class discussion /
demonstration, and modeling
Have students sing in small groups to develop part
independence.
Change seating so students hear from a different perspective

10 weeks

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
): 9.4.12.TL.1 Development of Technical Accuracy

Checking for accuracy.  Correction pitch, rhythm, and vocal
production in daily rehearsals.
Focus on Breath Support and soft palette placement
Sight Singing is emphasized to accelerate learning 10 weeks



1.3C.12int.Pr6a Performance of new varied genres,
styles, composers

Eclectic repertoire is utilized in daily rehearsals
Development of aural skills.  Listening to one another
Research of composers and time period
Developing balance and blend
Listen to recordings of repertoire for stylization
Student research of styles

10 weeks

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Sound System

Chromebook

Digital software MuseScore
Digital Video YouTube

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students



Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups



Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 5 Preparation for Spring Concert

Unit Summary: This unit is designed to develop a foundational approach to singing/performing within an ensemble.
Students will discuss the musical qualities in choral repertoire heard or studied that evoke various responses or emotions. Students will
perform in a spring concert.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:
1.3C.12int.Pr5a. Develop strategies to address technical challenges in a varied repertoire of music and
evaluate their success using feedback from ensemble peers and other sources to refine performances.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.
1.3C.12int.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures and styles.
1.3C.12int.Pr6b. Demonstrate an understanding of the context of the music through prepared and
improvised performances.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.CT.2. Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving.

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility potion,
capacity and utility for accomplishing a specified task



Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a
key term or terms over the course of a text.

Climate Change: (Science, CS, CLKS, VPA, SS, WL) How does air quality effect vocal production?

Unit Essential Questions:
 How does written music translate into performance?
How do I communicate the meaning of the music by expressing the
text clearly and expressively?
How does interval singing help with choral reading?
How do the elements of correct vocal technique affect the musical
performance?
How does written music translate to performance? 

Unit Enduring Understandings:
The more technical skills that you master, the broader your capacity
as a performer 
The performance of music requires skills of vocal technique and
creative thinking
Understanding how the intervals sound and how they are used in
choral music will enhance your performance in chorus.
Extending knowledge of choral repertoire will serve multiple
functions: enjoyment of music, education and entertainment
Music involves communication and expression of feelings
 Knowing the context of the music influences the meaning of the
performance
 The process of interval singing helps with the process of choral
reading The basic concepts of vocal technique enhance the
performance of the music
Performance of music requires skills and knowledge of the elements
of music

Students will know: (Content, Noun)
a cappella
vocal technique
emotion
intonation 
pitch

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Identify intervals in melodic patterns
 Perform various intervals and patterns played on the piano
Perform various choral works which represent eclectic genres
 Perform choral music in four part harmony
 Identify and sing selected intervals
Perform in an ensemble setting.



Develop vocal technique concepts such as breathing, vowels, and
vocal production
Read music notation
Demonstrate appropriate concert performance etiquette
Demonstrate musical expression.
Demonstrate part independence.
Demonstrate good tone and intonation.
Demonstrate ability to sing major scale and arpeggio.
Demonstrate ability to sing a chromatic scale

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Formative:

Teacher observation of rehearsal techniques
Students demonstrating the development of aural skills and singing intervals

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration live or recorded.
Part independence while singing with others

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Demonstration of part independence with balance and blend

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms, live or recorded.

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration



Individual demonstration of major scales, chromatic scale, and arpeggios

Vocal Technique
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Teacher assessment of proper vocal technique

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understand of Lyrics and sub-text

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of ensemble skills of balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of major scales, chromatic scale, and arpeggios

Summative Assessments:

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of part independence with correct notes and rhythms



Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of ensemble skills of balance and blend

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Understanding of Lyrics and sub-text

Summative: Other Evidence: Performance: Skill Demonstration
Individual demonstration of major scales, chromatic scale, and arpeggios

Alternative Assessments:
Individual student recordings of performance repertoire

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.3C.12int.Pr5a
RI.11-12.4
RI.11-12.3

Understanding of text Check for understanding of the text meaning
Student perspective of the meaning of the text
Research the composer and time period. for relevancy

10 weeks

9.4.12.CI.1
1.3C.12prof.Pr5a

Development of part independence of
new repertoire

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative
skills and ideas through teacher prompts, class discussion /
demonstration, and modeling
Have students sing in small groups to develop part
independence.

10 weeks



Change seating so students hear from a different perspective

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
): 9.4.12.TL.1 Development of Technical Accuracy

Check for understanding.
Student perspective of the meaning of the text
Research the composer and time period for relevancy
Recognize vowels that need to be modified in order to
achieve better intonation and blend.
Develop uniformity of vowels, blend of tone, and smooth
transition between head and chest voice
Demonstrate a proper use of vocal diction, including properly
singing the five basic singing
vowels in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and
properly place consonants and
diphthongs.
Checking for accuracy.  Correction pitch, rhythm, and vocal
production in daily rehearsals.
Focus on Breath Support and soft palette placement
Sight Singing is emphasized to accelerate learning

10 weeks

1.3C.12int.Pr6a Performance of new varied genres,
styles, composers

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative
skills and ideas through teacher prompts, class discussion /
demonstration, and modeling
Have students sing in small groups to develop part
independence.
Change seating so students hear from a different perspective
Eclectic repertoire is utilized in daily rehearsals
Development of aural skills.  Listening to one another
Research of composers and time period
Developing balance and blend
Listen to recordings of repertoire for stylization
Student research of styles

10 weeks



Performance in the Spring Concert

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Sound System

Chromebook

Digital software MuseScore
Digital Video YouTube

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments



● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups



Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 6 Preparation of a Music Portfolio

Unit Summary:  Preparation for the Final Exam.  Development of the musical skills and techniques which are necessary for
advanced level performance. Students will demonstrate individual and group proficiency of the All Shore Chorus Audition
requirements and December Concert repertoire.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.3C.12int.Pr4b. Demonstrate, using music reading skills (where appropriate), how the setting and
formal characteristics of musical works contribute to understanding the context of the music in
prepared or improvised performances.
1.3C.12acc.Pr5a. Develop and apply appropriate rehearsal strategies to address individual and ensemble
challenges in a varied repertoire  of music and evaluate their success.
1.3C12prof.Pr6a. Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures, styles,and
genres
1.3D.12int.Pr5a. Apply teacher of student-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces, and chordal accompaniments
selected for performance. Identify practice strategies to address performance challenges and
refine the performances.
1.3C12int.Pr4a. Select varied repertoire to study based on music reading skills (where appropriate), an
understanding of formal design in the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual and
ensemble.
1.3D.12prof.Pr6a. Perform with expression and technical accuracy, individually and in small groups, a
varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments,
while demonstrating sensitivity to the audience and an understanding of the context.



1.3D.12prof.Re7b. Develop and apply teacher or student-provided criteria based on personal preference,
analysis, and context to evaluate individual and small group musical selections for listening

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.2.12.CAP.3. Investigate how continuing education contributes to one's career and personal growth.
9.2.12.CAP.5. Assess and modify a personal plan to support current interests and postsecondary plans.
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):  9.4.12.TL.1  Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility portion,
capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 11-12 texts
and topics.

Unit Essential Questions:
What is your plan for musical growth?
Can you demonstrate the stylistic differences in the works that have
been studied?
How does the ability and performance of the individual affect the
group’s performance?
In what ways does breathing affect performance?

In what ways can consistent technical accuracy contribute to more
expressive performance?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
Student musicians integrate their musical experience into becoming
valued, respected, and valued members of their community
Musical elements, artistic processes and organizational principles are
used in simple and distinctive ways in various genres of music.

Music is a layered and cumulative experience with one concept
building on the next.

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

Intonation
Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Produce a tone that is in tune and has a pleasant tone quality.



Tone Production
Tempo
Pulse

Music portfolio
Critique
Nuance
Phrase shaping

Perform music in various keys, meters, and genres.
Perform with a steady beat individually and within an ensemble.

Demonstrate good intonation

Demonstrate musical expression and phrasing

Perform a madrigal

Demonstrate proficiency in sightsinging

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:
Concert Repertoire
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation of part independence

Formative:  Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation of Tonal Memory, Singing of Scales and Arpeggio

Common Benchmark Assessments:

Portfolio Assessment – Final Exam

Summative: Transfer Tasks: Other: Student Portfolio of Ensemble Repertoire



Performance Assessment – Final Exam
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Sightsinging Skills
Performance Assessment – Final Exam
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Madrigal using acceptable vocal technique

Summative Assessments:  

Portfolio Assessment – Final Exam

Summative: Transfer Tasks: Other: Student Portfolio of Ensemble Repertoire

Performance Assessment – Final Exam
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Sightsinging Skills
Performance Assessment – Final Exam
Summative: Other Evidence: Performance Skill Demonstration of Madrigal using acceptable vocal technique

Alternative Assessments:
Individual student recordings of performance repertoire

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.3C.12int.Pr5a
RI.11-12.4

Understanding of text Check for understanding. Student perspective and research
Students will research information pertaining to Spring
Concert Repertoire relating to composer and style

5 blocks



RI.11-12.3
1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Students demonstrate an understanding
of the meaning of the text

9.4.12.CI.1
1.3C.12prof.Pr5a
9.4.12.TL.1 
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Development of part independence
Students will analyze the written musical
notation and sing with accuracy.
Students will demonstrate the ability to
balance and blend in the ensemble.
Students demonstrate correct use of
vowels and vocal placement

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative
skills and ideas through teacher prompts, class discussion /
demonstration, and modeling 5 blocks

1.3C.12nov.Pr6a
.3C.12int.Pr5a
3C.12prof.Pr5a

Development of Technical Accuracy
Students will sing with correct pitch
Students will use correct vocal technique
Students will sing with correct rhythms
and a steady pulse
Students will develop proficiency in
sightsinging

Checking for accuracy.  Correction pitch, rhythm, and vocal
production in daily rehearsals.
Students will sing acapella
Students will match pitch with Piano
Vocal Techniques are developed through vocal technique
exercises

5 blocks

1.3C.12int.Pr5a
RI.11-12.4
1.3C.12int.Pr6b

Performance of varied genres, styles,
composers
Students demonstrate an understanding
of the context of the music
Performance of Madrigal

Eclectic repertoire is utilized

Students will perform song a madrigal

5 blocks



Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital notation processing software

Digital recorder

Sound system
Chromebook

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:



● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups


