
Board Approval Date: August 23, 2022

Course Title: Classic Rock

Course Description: This course develops a broader understanding of classic rock music and its cultural impact. A study of the predominant
performers and bands along with an introduction to the elements of a musical performance is explored. Additional topics include the influence of
critics, economic concerns, new directions, social issues, and the appreciation of the art form. This course is ideal for students who enjoy music, but
do not wish to perform.

Course Sequence & Pacing

Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 1 Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 3

25 Roots of Rock n’ Roll [Blues & The 50’s] 15 British Invasion

15 Folk & Psychedelic Music

Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 2 Estimated
Number

of Blocks

Marking Period 4

15 Early 60’s & Motown 10 Jazz Rock & 70’s

15 Early Beatles 10 80’s & Dance Music

10 Alternative Rock-Glitter-Punk-Grunge-Metal



Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 1  Roots of Rock n Roll

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers throughout history have used their
music as a means of communicating ideas and emotions. An exploration of the techniques that are used in the creation of
rock n roll styles. In this unit study of how artists have inspired some change in the world or their target audience.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.
1.3B.12prof.Re7a. Apply teacher-provided criteria to select music that expresses a personal experience,
mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms and describe the choices as models for composition.
1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.CI.2. Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities.
9.4.12.CI.3. Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and



transition.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility
options, capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a
key term or terms over the course of a text.
NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:
How did key trends and subgroups in 1950’s society influence the
development of rock and roll?
 
What forces in popular music shaped the music that was heard
before rock was popular?
What was the impact of Country & Western music on popular
music?
What were the primary instruments used by early rock artists?
How was Rhythm and Blues different from country and Pop?
What were the 12 bar blues, and why is it an important form in the
history of rock and roll?
What is the social status of musicians in a specific time period and
country?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
 Popular music reflects cultural norms, as well as, promoting new
cultural ideas.
 
Cultural perspectives play a role in one’s own creation of art.
Music is a basic form of communication and cultural expression.
Rhythm is the most basic element of music.



How did key trends and subgroups in 1950’s society influence the
development of rock and roll?
What forces in popular music shaped the music that was heard
before rock was popular?
What was the impact of Country & Western music on popular
music?
What were the primary instruments used by early rock artists?
How was Rhythm and Blues different from country and Pop?
What were the 12 bar blues, and why is it an important form in the
history of rock and roll?

Students will know: (Content, Noun)
Rhythm & Blues
Tin Pan Ally
12 bar blues
yodel
crooner
falsetto
doo wop
Gospel
Folk Music
Rockabilly
Elvis Presley
Chuck Berry
Little Richard
Bill Haley and the Comets
Buddy Holly
Fats Domino

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Describe the key trends and subgroups in 1950s society influence the
development of rock and roll?
Explain how popular music influenced the music that was heard
before rock was popular?
Explain the impact of Country & Western (C&W) on popular music.
Identify the primary instruments used by early rock pioneers.
Explain how Rhythm & Blues (R&B) differs from country and Pop.
Identify the 12-bar blues
Describe how 12-bar blues was important in the history of rock.
Describe the key trends and subgroups in 1950s society influence the
development of rock and roll?
Explain how popular music influenced the music that was heard
before rock was popular?
Explain the impact of Country & Western (C&W) on popular music.
Identify the primary instruments used by early rock pioneers.
Explain how Rhythm & Blues (R&B) differs from country and Pop.
Perform 12 bar blues on the piano
Describe how 12-bar blues was important in the history of rock.
Explain what was unique about Elvis Presley’s life and career.
Identify what is distinctive about rhythm in early rock and roll.



Explain the importance of Bill Hailey and the Comets in the
emergence of rock n roll
Describe how Little Richard’s music representative of the purest
prototype of hard, mainstream rock of the late 1950s.
Explain the role that Chuck Berry played in making the electric guitar
a primary instrument in rock and roll.
Describe the impact of the rock revolution of the mid-1950’s on the
music industry as a whole?

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written

Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Daily teacher observation

projects
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Lab Assignment
computer research

reflection
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion
student reflection

projects
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Perform a 12 bar blues progression on the piano



Common Benchmark Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a Identify the roots of Rock n’ Roll Trace origins of rock n roll and its evolution through blues 3 weeks

1.3B.12acc.Cr1a Blues Identify the element of the blues
Powerpoint, “hands on” transfer of knowledge to piano skills
Student creation of a 12 bar blues song
Introduction to basic piano keyboard skills

6 weeks

1.3B.12prof.Pr4c Birth of Rock n Roll Discuss the importance of Bill Haley and the Comets, Elvis
Presley 5 weeks

1.3B.12prof.Pr4c Development of Rock n Roll Discuss the importance of Little Richard, Buddy Holley,
Chuck Berry

5 weeks



Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook
Sound system

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth



Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 2 The Early 60’s & Motown

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers in the 60’s, have used their music
as a means of communicating ideas and emotions. An exploration of the techniques that are used in the creation of rock n
roll styles. In this unit study of how artists have inspired some change in the world or their target audience.  Student will
explore how society reflects music.

Unit Learning Targets



NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.
1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility
options, capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness



level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:
What social changes influenced rock and roll?
How did the life of a teenager change in the early 60's?
What artists influenced the folk rock movement?
What is surf music?  What artists promoted it?
How were dance crazes associated with rock n roll?
What is soul music?
What roles did Atlantic and Stax labels play in promoting soul
music?
What were the musical contributions of James Brown and Diana
Ross and the Supremes?
What made them different from soul music?
What were the 12 bar blues, and why is it an important form in the
60’s rock and roll?
How was the I, IV, V chord progression used in the 60’s music?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
 Popular music reflects cultural norms, as well as, promoting new cultural ideas.
Cultural perspectives play a role in one’s own creation of art.
Music is a basic form of communication and cultural expression.
Rhythm is the most basic element of music.

Important artists, songs, and musical influences merged to evolve and
become Rock and Roll.

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

Folk Music
Motown
Calypso
LP
Vibrato
Symmetrical Forms
Diatonic
Echo Effects
Overdubbing
Theramin

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Describe how rock music became fragmented in the early sixties.
What social changes influenced rock n roll?
Identify major changes in teen culture.
What artists led the folk rock movement?

Describe Surf Music and its importance in the history of rock.

Describe the association of rock n roll and the dance crazes



Accapella
Block Chords
Dissonance
Funk
Motown Revues

Define Soul Music and its history

Explain the roles of Atlantic and Stax Labels in promoting Soul
Music.

Describe how Motown and its artists were differents from Soul Music

What were the contributions of James Brown and Diana Ross and the
Supremes?

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Written Quiz
Artists, Repertoire, Terminology

Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Class Discussion and Participation
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion

Formative: Other Evidence: Written: Q & A
Response to various provided articles on related unit topics

Powerpoint Project and Presentation
Formative: Other Evidence: Project: Personal Student selected topic pertaining to this unit, with teacher approval



Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Perform a 12 bar blues progression on the piano
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Perform a I, IV, V chordal progression on the piano
Formative:  Performance:  Karoke singing of songs studied in the unit

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative: Student Performance of I,IV,V chordal progression on the piano

Summative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative: Student Performance of I,IV,V chordal progression on the piano

Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation Timeframe



(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Identify the Music of the 60’s
Social/Political influences

Trace the development of Rock n Roll in the 60’s.

Identify artists and repertoire.  Dick Clark, Four Seasons, Phil Spector, Chubby Checker, Richie

Valens, Leslie Gore

4 weeks

1.3B.12acc
Cr1a
1.5.8.Cn11a

Chordal Progressions – Piano
Performance

Student performance of a 12 bar blues and I,IV,V chord
progression on the piano keyboard
Development basic piano keyboard skills

4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

The Birth of Motown
Discuss the importance of Motown Records, Supremes, Berry
Gordy, Jackson Five, Temptations, James Brown, Ray
Charles, Wilson Pickett

4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Development of Rock n Roll -
Powerpoint

Discuss the importance of Surf Music, Beach Boys, Dick
Dale, Duane Eddy, Ventures

4 weeks

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials



(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook
Sound system

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:



● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 3 The Early Beatles

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers in the 60’s, have used their music
as a means of communicating ideas and emotions. An exploration of the techniques that are used in the creation of rock n
roll styles. In this unit study of how artists have inspired some change in the world or their target audience.  Student will
explore how society reflects music. This unit will focus on the Early Beatles.

Unit Learning Targets



NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.
1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options,
capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness



level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:
How did a local bar band transform into international rock stars?
How did the Beatles evolve from a bar band into stadium concerts?
Why did the Beatles evolve from concert tours to studio recording
artists?
Explain how the Beatles used orchestral instruments in their studio
recordings.

Unit Enduring Understandings:
The Beatles were a very strong influence in the history of Rock and Roll.
The Beatles expanded their sound and style through studio experimentation.
Brian Epstein created the Beatles image, which transformed the group into
an international success.
George Martin changed the Beatles through studio recording techniques.

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

Skiffle
Mercy Sound
Beatlemania
Psychedelic
Sitar
Concert Album
Feedback
Instrumentation
Modes
Concept Album
Brian Epstein
George Martin

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Describe how the social change that occurred in the early 1960’s
influence rock and roll.
Explain how the Beatles evolved from a skiffle group into a major
Pop sensation in their early years.
Identify how the Beatles expanded their sound during their middle
years through studio experimentation? 
Identify the most notable of the Beatles’ later achievements.
Describe how the Brill building influenced Rock and Roll.
Demonstrate knowledge of music licensing



Pete Best
Stu Sutcliffe
Ringo Starr
George Harrison
Paul McCartney

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Project : Powerpoint Project of student selected topics related to the unit
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Student Portfolio

Class Work
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance Karaoke Singing of Beatle Songs
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Written Quiz
Artists, Repertoire, Terminology

Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Class Discussion and Participation
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion

Formative: Other Evidence: Written: Q & A
Response to various provided articles on related unit topics



Powerpoint and/or Podcast Project and Presentation
Formative: Other Evidence: Project: Personal Student selected topic pertaining to this unit, with teacher approval

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Perform a 12 bar blues progression on the piano
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Perform a I, IV, V chordal progression on the piano

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative: Student Performance of I,IV,V chordal progression on the piano

Summative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative: Student Performance of I,IV,V chordal progression on the piano

Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan



Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Identify the Music of the Early Beatles
Social/Political influences

Trace the early music career of the Beatles

How did they evolve?

How did they transform from a cover bar band to large venue live concerts, to multi track recording

artists

4 weeks

1.3B.12acc
Cr1a
1.5.8.Cn11a

Chordal Progressions – Piano
Performance

Student performance of a 12 bar blues and I,IV,V chord
progression on the piano keyboard
Development basic piano keyboard skills

4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12pro
f.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Promotion of the Beatles Brand Discuss the marketing techniques of Brian Epstein and the
musical influences of George Martin 4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12pro
f.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of American Rock n roll Icons
on the Beatles - Powerpoint

Discuss the importance of Chuck Berry, Little Richard, Elvis
Presley, Buddy Holley

4 weeks



Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook
Sound system

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth



Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 4 The British Invasion

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers in the 60’s, have used their music
as a means of communicating ideas and emotions. An exploration of the techniques that are used in the creation of rock n
roll styles. How the British were responsible for many new trends.  British groups became the rage and competed with
American artists.



Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.
1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options,
capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness



level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:

What was the British invasion?
How did the Rolling Stones transform their music from 1960 to
1970?
What artists were involved in the British invasion?
How did the Beatles transform form a touring rock band to a studio
recording Band?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
The British evasion changed the direction of American music.
Various artists and record producers impacted the history of Rock and
Roll

Students will know: (Content, Noun)

Extended play
Riff
Mods
Rockers
Sitar
Concept album
Psychedelic

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Describe how the impact of the British Invasion affects American
popular music.
Explain how the Rolling Stones transformed rock music during the
1960’s and early 1970’s.
Identify other British Invasion bands, which played a role in shaping
rock during this period?



Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Project : Powerpoint Project of student selected topics related to the unit
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Student Portfolio

Class Work
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance Karaoke Singing of songs by British Invasion Bands and Artists
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Written Quiz
Artists, Repertoire, Terminology
Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Class Discussion and Participation
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion

Formative: Other Evidence: Written: Q & A
Response to various provided articles on related unit topics

Powerpoint and/or Podcast Project and Presentation
Formative: Other Evidence: Project: How did the Beatles Transform from a touring band to a studio recording band?  How did the music
reflect his evolution.

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Expansion of chordal progressions on the piano



Common Benchmark Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative: Student Performance of enhanced chordal progression on the piano

Summative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative: Student Performance of enhanced chordal progression on the piano

Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Identify the Music of the Mid-Career
Beatles Trace the early music career of the Beatles

How did they evolve?

How did they transform from a cover bar band to large venue live

concerts, to multi track recording artists

2 weeks



1.3B.12acc
Cr1a
1.5.8.Cn11a

Enhanced Chordal Progressions – Piano
Performance

Student performance of a 12 bar blues and I,IV,V chord
progression on the piano keyboard
Development basic piano keyboard skills

4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of the Rolling Stones on
American Music

Discuss the marketing techniques of Brian Epstein and the
musical influences of George Martin 2 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of British Bands - Powerpoint Discuss the importance of Who, Kinks, Yardbirds, Rolling
Stones and mid-Beatles in a student prepared Powerpoint
and/or podcast

2 weeks

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook
Sound system



Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts



● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 5  Folk Rock and Psychedelic Rock

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers in the 60’s, have used their music
as a means of communicating ideas and emotions. An exploration of the techniques that are used in the creation of rock n
roll styles. How the Folk and Psychedelic Artists influenced the direction of American Rock n Roll.  Students will study
how social and political events influenced the music.  An era of experimentation and innovation in Rock Music was
influenced by poetry and beatniks.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.



1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options,
capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:

What is folk music?
How did Bob Dylan influence Rock n Roll?
How did folk music influence 60’s music ?
How did social events influence folk music?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
Folk Music changed the direction of American music.
Bob Dylan impacted the history of Rock and Roll.



Students will know: (Content, Noun)

Talking Blues
Acoustic
Deadheads
Woodstock
Distortion
EFX
FM Radio

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Describe how the impact of Folk Music affects American popular
music.
How did psychedelic music impact American Musical Culture?
Describe the popularity of Simon & Garfunkel, Crosby Still & Nash,
Door, Jefferson, Airplane, Janis Joplin, Jimmy Hendrix

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:
Project : Powerpoint Project of student selected topics related to the unit
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Student Portfolio
Class Work
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance Karaoke Singing of songs by Folk & Psychedelic Music Artists
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Written Quiz
Artists, Repertoire, Terminology
Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Class Discussion and Participation
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion

Formative: Other Evidence: Written: Q & A
Response to various teacher provided articles on related unit topics



Powerpoint and/or Podcast Project and Presentation
Formative: Other Evidence: Project: How did Folk Artists?  How did the music reflect his evolution.
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Expansion of chordal progressions on the piano

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 
Summative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Bob Dylan’s Influence on Rock n Roll How did social or political events influence folk music

Discuss the contributions of Bob Dylan, Janis Joplin, Byrds, Mamas and Papas, Simon

and Garfunkel, Sgt Barry Sadler, Crosby Stills & Nash

2 weeks



1.3B.12acc
Cr1a
1.5.8.Cn11a

Enhanced Chordal Progressions
– Piano Performance

Development of student performance of a 12 bar blues and
I,IV,V chord and enhancing the progression on the piano
keyboard.
Development basic piano keyboard skills

4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of Psychedelic Rock on
American Music

Discuss the contributions of Jimmy Hendrix, Greatful Dead,
Doors, Jefferson Airplane, Janis Joplin 4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of Folk Music and Psychedelic
Rock – Powerpoint and/or podcast

Discuss the importance of Folk Music and Psychedelic Music
in a student prepared Powerpoint and/or podcast

2 weeks

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook



Sound system

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:



● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 6  Jazz Rock & 70’s

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers in the 70’s, have used their music
as a means of communicating ideas and emotions. An exploration of the techniques that are used in the creation of rock n
roll styles. Jazz rock combined jazz sounds of a horn and rhythm section with blues and improvisation.
In many ways the 70’s was a consolidation of sounds and styles of the 60’s.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.



1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options,
capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:

What is jazz-rock and who are some of the artists that performed it?
What is a rock opera?
Why did bands perform with orchestras?
What is soft rock?
How did country music develop in the 70’s?
How did Chicago, Blood Sweat and Tears and Moody Blues
expand the instrumentation beyond rhythm instruments?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
The 70’s produced many variations of rock music.
Knowledge of what famous artists developed in the 70’s and how
they contributed to the history of Rock.
Country music had a major development in the 70’s.



Students will know: (Content, Noun)
Soft rock
Jazz rock
Rock opera
Progressive country
Grateful Dead
Chicago
Blood Sweat & Tears

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Describe jazz rock music and when it emerged.
Explain how Blood Sweat and Tears and Chicago were key jazz- rock
ensemble.
Explain how mainstream rock evolved during the 1970’s.
Identify performers in the 70’s.
Describe how reggae music impacted the late 1970’s music.

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Project : Powerpoint Project of student selected topics related to the unit
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Student Portfolio



Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance Karaoke Singing of songs by Jazz Rock and/or 70’s Artists
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Written Quiz
Artists, Repertoire, Terminology
Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Class Discussion and Participation
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion

Formative: Other Evidence: Written: Q & A
Response to various teacher provided articles on related unit topics

Powerpoint and/or Podcast Project and Presentation
Formative: Other Evidence: Project:

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Piano Lab
Performance of Color My World – Chicago on the Piano

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Summative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 



Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Bob Dylan’s Influence on Rock n Roll How did social or political events influence folk music

Discuss the contributions of Bob Dylan, Janis Joplin

2 weeks

1.3B.12acc
Cr1a
1.5.8.Cn11a

Enhanced Chordal Progressions – Piano
Performance

Development of student performance of a 12 bar blues and
I,IV,V chord and enhancing the progression on the piano
keyboard.
Development basic piano keyboard skills

4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of Psychedelic Rock on
American Music

Discuss the contributions of Jimmy Hendrix, Grateful Dead,
Doors, 2 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3

Influence of British Bands - Powerpoint Discuss the importance of Folk Music and Psychedelic Music
in a student prepared Powerpoint and/or podcast

2 weeks



9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook
Sound system

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding



● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups

Stage 1 Desired Results



Unit Title #: 7  80’s Rock

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers in the 70’s, have used their music
as a means of communicating ideas and emotions. An exploration of the techniques that are used in the creation of rock n
roll styles. The 80’s reflected changes in society, dress, political events. The introduction of MTV, CD, Rock Videos
Personal computers and digital technology changed the musical world.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.
1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task



Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1  Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility
options, capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:
What elements were in the music of the 80’s and what technology was
used?
What artists performed in the 80’s and which are still popular today?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
Technology had a great influence in Rock and Roll and created new
elements in the music.

Students will know: (Content, Noun)
MIDI
Michael Jackson
Madonna
Prince
Queen

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Describe roll of folk music in the 80’s.
Describe trends of the 1980’s
Identify the leading artists and bands of the 80’s and who are still
popular today.



Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Project : Powerpoint Project of student selected topics related to the unit
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Student Portfolio
Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance Karaoke Singing of songs by 80’s artists, Bohemian Rhapsody
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Written Quiz
Artists, Repertoire, Terminology
Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Class Discussion and Participation
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion

Formative: Other Evidence: Written: Q & A
Response to various teacher provided articles on related unit topics

Powerpoint and/or Podcast Project and Presentation
Formative: Other Evidence: Project:

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 



Summative Assessments:
Written Test
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written 

Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan

Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Explain how Rock evolved in the 80’s Discuss the contributions of Madonna, Michael Jackson, Prince, Queen 2 weeks

1.3B.12acc
Cr1a
1.5.8.Cn11a

Sing  Bohemian Rhapsody
With Karaoke Tracks
Vocal Performance

Discuss the contributions of Madonna, Michael Jackson, Prince, Queen
4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12pro
f.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of Digital Technology on 80’s
Music

Digital Technology allowed for the development of musical
Sequences and recording techniques which could not be
replicated by live rock bands.  Instructional video resources
Will be utilized.   V-Jay discussion of Madonna

2 weeks



1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12pro
f.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of MTV on 80’s Music -
Powerpoint

Discussion of the importance of the creation of MTV on rock
n roll. Watch videos on the impact of MTV
Student prepared Powerpoint and/or podcast

2 weeks

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation

Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook
Sound system
YouTube videos

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:



● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills
● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups



Stage 1 Desired Results

Unit Title #: 8 Alternative Rock Glitter-Punk-Grunge-Metal

Unit Summary: A study of the expressive elements of music. How composers/performers have used their music as a means
of communicating ideas and emotions. The lyrics, imagery, and theatrics has greatly changed rock n roll.  The image
became angry, macho and anti-establishment.  The lyrics became part of an angry rebellion.  Grunge emerged from the
Pacific Northwest combining Heavy Metal and Post Punk Elements.  Punk is a rebellious musical form the developed from
the mid 70’s and evolved as loud and aggressive. Glitter Rock that involved extreme costumes and makeup with theatrical
elements.

Unit Learning Targets

NJSLS Standards:

1.2.12prof.Re7a. Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the components, style and
preferences communicated by media artworks and artists.
1.2.12acc.Re8a. Analyze the intent, meanings and influence of a variety of media artworks, based on
personal, societal, historical, and cultural contexts.
1.2.12prof.Cn11a.Demonstrate and explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts,
purposes, and values (e.g., social trends, power, equality, personal/cultural identity).
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c. Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.
1.5.8.Cn11a. Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):



9.4.12.CI.1. Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas.
9.4.12.TL.1. Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options, capacities, and utility for
accomplishing a specified task

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT): 9.4.12.TL.1 Assess digital tools based on features such as accessibility options,
capacities and utility for accomplishing a specified task

Interdisciplinary Connections ELA,  Math, VPA, etc
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals,
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

NJ.S.LSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Unit Essential Questions:
How has the internet and technologies influenced the rock and roll
industry?
How did rap music become popular?
How would you describe Rock and Roll in today’s culture?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
The Internet and technologies influenced the rock and roll industry.
The creation of “rap music” and why it became so popular.
The rock and roll of today and how it is part of today’s culture.

Students will know: (Content, Noun)
Punk rock
Glitter
Grunge
Van Halen
Heavy metal
Thrash metal
Led Zepplin
Black Sabbath

Students will be able to: (Verb Bloom’s Taxonomy)
Describe technologies and internet influenced the development of
rock and roll
Explain how rap music began and how it is connected to social
protest
Explain how hip hop music began and how it is connected to social
issues and expression.
Describe how rock and roll is included in our culture today.



Alice Cooper
Kiss
Metallica
Def Leppard
Guns n Roses
Iron Maiden
Bon Jovi
Blondie
Ramones
Beastie Boys
Public Enemy
Eminen
DJ Cool
Indie studios

Stage 2 Assessment Evidence

Formative Assessments:

Project : Powerpoint Project of student selected topics related to the unit
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Student Portfolio
Classwork

Formative: Other Evidence: Performance Karaoke Singing of songs by Alternative Rock Artists
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Written Quiz
Artists, Repertoire, Terminology



Classwork
Formative: Other Evidence: Other: Teacher Observation
Class Discussion and Participation
Formative: Other Evidence: Oral: Discussion
Formative: Other Evidence: Performance: Student created Rap Song

Formative: Other Evidence: Written: Q & A
Response to various teacher provided articles on related unit topics
Powerpoint and/or Podcast Project and Presentation
Formative: Other Evidence: Project:

Common Benchmark Assessments:
Final Exam
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written

Summative:  Recital:  Student choice of singing or playing a song from marking period 3 or 4. Digital recording will be individually
submitted. 

Summative Assessments:
Final Exam
Summative: Transfer Tasks: Test: Written

Summative:  Recital:  Student choice of singing or playing a song from marking period 3 or 4. Digital recording will be individually
submitted. 

Alternative Assessments: Musical arrangements [student choice] interest based

Stage 3 Learning Plan



Standard Skill Learning Activities & Differentiation
(Asian American & Pacific Islanders,
LGBTQ and People with Disabilites,
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion [DEI],)

Timeframe
(Days or
Weeks)

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12prof.Pr4c
RI.11-12.3
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Explain how Alternative Rock evolved Discuss the contributions of Led Zepplin, Queen, Kiss, Blondie, Iron Maiden,

Bon Jovi, Bruce Springsteen

2 weeks

1.3B.12acc
Cr1a
1.5.8.Cn11a

Student creation and
performance of a Rap Song

Study and analyze works of Rap Artist
Watch instruction video on composing a Rap Song 4 weeks

1.2.12prof.Re7a
1.2.12prof.Re8a
1.3B.12pro
f.Pr4c
9.4.12.CL.1
9.4.12.TL.1

Influence of MP3 Music

Digital Technology allowed for the development of MP3
format which changed the distribution of music to the
consumer.  Students will explore how this effect the artist and
recording companies.

2 weeks

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials
(including various levels of texts)

Texts Notes

Access to level musical libraries with diverse titles and representation



Digital keyboard and piano music book

textbook

Chromebook
Sound system
YouTube videos

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
● Use of assisted technology
● Use of prompts
● Modification of content and student products
● Authentic assessments
● Provide links to audio and video files
● Check for understanding
● Allow additions time to complete assignments and/or assessments
● Retake assessments to demonstrate musical growth

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:

● Adjusting the pace of lessons
● Curriculum compacting
● Inquiry-based instruction
● Higher-order thinking skills



● Student-driven instruction
● Real-world problems and scenarios
● Assign/allow for leadership roles during collaborative work and in other learning activities

Specific Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:

● Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts
● Teacher modeling
● Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   English language skills
● Scaffolding
● Cooperative learning groups


