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Dear Student, 

Danville High School is a school that affords all students many excellent academic opportunities. It is up to 

you to take advantage of academic selections that will help you with your future goals. Taking the initiative to 

select the correct courses of study is vital for your future. Please take your time and choose wisely. Addition-

ally, there are deadlines for schedule changes. After those deadlines pass, your schedule cannot be 

changed without Administrative approval.  

 The information contained in the course guide is presented to assist you and your parents/guardian in select-

ing high school courses that will benefit you - whether you choose to attend a 2 year, 4 year college or uni-

versity, or choose to enter the workforce. I urge you and your parents/guardian to carefully read over these 

course descriptions and make a wise choice depending on your future career choice. The course guide will 

help you and your parents/guardian by: 

• Providing information on the different types of educational activities available. 

• Assisting in selecting courses each year. 

• Indicating requirements necessary for graduation. 

• Explaining how to get help from your school counselor. 

 

The registration process is as followed: 

• Each student will meet individually with their school counselor to work out a plan for next school year. 

• Each student can also log on to Xello (a program that helps students plan their own unique journey 

whether trade, college, entrepreneurship, or training) and sit down with their parents/guardian to make 

their academic choices. 

• After students and parents/guardians have made their selections, School Counselors will provide parents 

and students with a letter indicating their choices. There will be a window of time for changes to be made. 

I strongly encourage you to visit your school counselor if you have any questions concerning scheduling 

for the next school year. 

 

I want every student to be successful at Danville High School and that is why it is so important to make the 

right course selections each year. My administrative staff and I will be available as well for any questions or 

concerns. Do not hesitate to contact us. I hope that you have a smooth transition for the next school year. 

 

Best wishes to you for a successful academic year! 

   

Mr. Jacob Bretz 

Principal of Danville High School 
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NAVIGATING THE REGISTRATION PROCESS 

 

Register for an exciting and challenging year that fits YOU! The possibilities are endless! 

The registration process begins each year in January.  The course guide contains information that will help you 

and your parent/guardian make an informed decision in selecting the courses appropriate for YOU.  

The DHS Course Guide contains the following information about each course: course name, course description, 

unit of credit, and any prerequisites needed.  Also included in this guide are graduation requirements, college 

entrance requirements and information, dual enrollment opportunities, NCAA requirements, planning forms and 

much, much more.  It is extremely important for you and your parent/guardian to read through this registration 

book. The choices you make now will have a direct impact on your future.  Conversations with your parent/

guardian, school counselor, and teachers will help you make an informed decision as to which courses best fit 

YOU, as well as help you graduate and be prepared for a successful future. 

When you register for a course, you are committing to take and complete that course.  Keep in mind, you are 

registering for a COURSE, not a TEACHER.  The courses you select will be final, with these few exceptions: 

• Your schedule does not account for courses taken over the summer. 

• Your schedule is missing a graduation requirement. 

• Your schedule does not include a requested course based on a scheduling conflict. 

STEP ONE: 

School counselors will visit classes by grade level beginning in January/February to present students with re-

quired courses for graduation as well as the elective options open to them.  Students will then choose their 

courses in Xello. 

Don’t know what classes to choose?  Try: 

• Visiting the “MEET THE VIKINGS” Elective Fair 

• Reading through the DHS Course Guide in its entirety 

• Making an appointment with your counselor 
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STEP TWO: 

School counselors will meet with students individually to discuss progress with graduation requirements, fu-

ture goals and post-secondary plans, as well as finalize 2026-2027 course requests! 

 

STEP THREE: 

All student course requests will be mailed home for students and parents/guardians to review one last time.  

At this time, students/parents/guardians will have a small window of time to make any necessary changes by 

contacting the School Counselor.  

 

FURTHER QUESTIONS regarding registration?  Contact your School Counselor: 

Mrs. Erin Leverenz (444-1521) A-D, Li-Mo 

Mrs. Amanda Campbell (444-1510) AVID students and E–Le 

Ms. Monica McCray (444-1524) Mu-Z 

 

 

Professional School Counselors also assist students by:  

 Ensuring requirements for graduation are included in the schedule. 

 Discussing with students, in confidence, personal problems and helping to identify possible solutions.  

 Helping students and parents write individual career plans.    

 Helping students to make career or college decisions. 

 Helping students with college or military preparation by offering the PSAT test and the ASVAB military 

exam. 

 Helping students investigate career possibilities. 

 Providing mental health counseling services through referrals to cooperating community agencies. 
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State of Illinois/DHS  

Graduation Requirements 

Class of 2026 and 2027  
NOTE: Each semester is 1 credit 

Content Area Credits required 

English 8 credits 

Mathematics 6 credits 

 Science 4 credits 

 Social Studies 4 credits (Must include US 
History and Government/
Civics *) 

Physical Education Per the State of Illinois, stu-
dents must be daily enrolled 
in PE 

Health 1 credit 

Consumers Education .5 credit** 

Computer Literacy 1 credit^^ 

Electives 2 credits (Must be one year 
from art, music, world lan-
guage, CTE, or forensic 
speech) 

* The Constitution Test covering the state and national constitutions is a major assessment in the  Government 
course and must be passed to fulfill graduation requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution Test will result 
in a student having to retake the course. 

 

** Students must take one of the following classes to meet the State Consumer Education requirement: 

 WECEP, Introduction to Business, Consumer Economics/Personal Finance, Business Marketing and Man-

agement, Cooperative Career Education (Co-op), and Introduction to Family and Consumer Science.  

 

^^ Students must take one of the following classes to meet the Computer Literacy requirement: 

 Introduction to Computer Applications, Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Presentations, Graphic 

 Arts/Desktop Publishing, Multimedia Broadcasting, CAD (Drafting), Introduction to Engineering Design, 

 and Principles of Engineering.  
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State of Illinois/DHS  

Graduation Requirements 

Class of 2028   

Content Area Credits required 

English 8 credits 

Mathematics 6 credits (Students must pass 
two semesters of Algebra I 
and Geometry) 

 Science 4 credits 

 Social Studies 5 credits (Must include US 
History and Government/
Civics *) 

Physical Education 3 credits (Per the State of Illi-
nois, students must be daily 
enrolled in PE - except athlet-
ic and academic waivers) 

Health 1 credit 

Consumers Economics/
Personal Finance 

 

.5 credit 

 

Computer Literacy  1 Credit  

Humanities/CTE  2 credits (Students must pass 
2 semesters of either CTE, 
World Language, Art, or Mu-
sic) 

Electives 13 credits ( Students may 
choose classes from any de-
partment beyond the gradua-
tion requirements) 

GRADE PROMOTIONS (Beginning with Class of 2028 ) 

Sophomore = 10 credits (must pass full year of 9th grade core classes.) 

Junior = 20 credits (must pass full year of 10th grade English, Math, and Science) 

Senior = 30 credits (must pass full year of 11th grade English, Math, and US History) 

* The Constitution Test covering the state and national constitutions is a major assessment in the Govern    

ment /Civics course and must be passed to fulfill graduation requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution 

Test will result in a student having to retake the course. 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Required Course Load 

The recommended course load is at least five solid (full-credit) subjects.  Students participating in extracurricular 

activities are recommended to take at least six solid courses.  Academic honors, as well as athletic eligibility will 

depend upon the number of subjects being taken.  

 

 

Online Courses 

Students may only take online programs offered outside of Danville Hight School when they meet the following 

conditions:  

 

1. The course is not needed for graduation requirement.  

2. The course does not fit and will not fit into a current or future schedule.  

3. The course is not offered by Danville High School during the school year or summer school.  

  

 

Class Schedule Changes 

Courses for the school year are chosen by the student and approved by the parents/guardians.  Classes and 

teacher assignments are arranged to accommodate the selections students make.  Therefore, any request for a 

change will be considered only for the following reasons: 

 

1. The schedule does not include a requirement for graduation which must be met. 

2. The schedule does not account for work taken during summer school. 

3. The schedule does not include a requested course based on a scheduling conflict. 

 

 

All schedule change requests must be made within the first 5 days of their enrollment. Any requests after 

the 5 days must be approved by a building administrator or Assistant Superintendent.  

 

Retaking A Course 

Any student may retake a class that the grade of a D was earned any semester.  Upon completion of the class, 

the student’s GPA will be calculated on the grade earned.  The D will remain on the transcript for credit.  Only 

one class can be taken each semester. 
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PASS/FAIL Option 

1. Pass/fail is open to all juniors and seniors. 

2. Any Danville High School, non-required course that meets five times per week may be taken pass/fail (dual       

enrollment courses may NOT be taken pass/fail). 

3. Only one (full credit) course per semester may be taken on a pass/fail basis. 

4.   The decision to take a course pass/fail and the course which may be taken is at the student’s discretion,       

with parent approval.  An application form must be completed, signed by both parent and student, and filed 

with the student’s counselor by the end of the 1st and 3rd quarters. Application forms are available in the Guid-

ance Office 

5.   If the student is a junior, the pass/fail course must be a fifth solid (full-credit) subject.  Fors seniors, it need 

only be a fourth solid subject. 

6. Only one full unit (two semesters) in each department, in the span of the two years, may be taken pass/fail. 

7. The student must reapply each semester. 

8. For student athletes, NCAA Clearinghouse recognizes the PASS as the lowest grade which is a D.  For some 

colleges, they will not recognize the class if taken as pass/fail. 

 

PE Waiver 

Athletic Waivers for Physical Education are allowed for students participating in the following; Athletics, March-

ing Band, and JROTC. Students cannot waive and take a PE course at the same time. PE Waivers must be sub-

mitted to their School Counselor prior to the conclusion of the sport he/she is participating.  Juniors and Seniors 

may get an Academic PE Waiver if it is needed to make room for an AP course or dual enrollment course.  

Therefore, a student may not use an Academic Waiver if enrolled in a Study Hall. If a student chooses to drop a 

class after the first five days, they will be placed in a PE course and no Academic waiver will be used.  

 

Early Graduation Option 

A student may apply for early graduation if he or she has met all minimum requirements for graduation as es-

tablished by the Board of Education.  A form is available in the School Counseling Office, which must be com-

pleted by the student and approved by his or her parents and counselor during the registration process.  If a 

student changes their mind after the registration time period, approval for early graduation will be based upon 

availability of classes and class size. 

 

Honors Assembly 

To be eligible for the Honors Program, students must have a GPA of at least 3.25 for each semester of the pre-

vious year or a cumulative GPA for the school year of at least 3.25.  Students must take four solid (full credit) 

subjects that figure into the GPA. PE and half credit courses do NOT figure into GPA for the Class of 2026 & 

Class of 2027. PE will figure in for GPA for the Class of 2028.  No grade in any class can be lower than a C. 

Danville High School recognizes our honors students in grades 10, 11, and 12 with an Honors Assembly in the 

Dick VanDyke Auditorium.  In addition to receiving recognition for academic success, each student has the op-

portunity to invite and recognize an educator who made a significant impact during their educational career.   
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Class Rank and Grade Point Average 

A grade point average (GPA) is determined by adding all of the student’s grade point values and dividing by the number 

of courses taken.  Students are ranked based on their averages.  All courses, except Physical Education and Drivers Educa-

tion, are used to compute grade point averages. (NOTE: Beginning with the Class of 2028, PE courses will be utilized in 

GPA.)  

 

 

 

Weighted Grade Point Average and Rank 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses and dual enrollment courses are weighted courses.  A weighting factor of 1.0 is added 

to grades A-D earned in these courses due to their rigor and complexity.  An average is determined by adding all of the 

student’s grade point values and dividing by the number of courses taken.  Students are ranked based on their averages.  

All courses, except Physical Education and Drivers Education, are used to compute weighted grade point averages.   

(NOTE: Beginning with the Class of 2028, PE courses will be utilized in GPA.) 

 

A = 4.0 

B = 3.0 

C = 2.0 

D = 1.0 

F =  0 

Weighted GPA Scale Weighted Courses  

A = 5.0 

B = 4.0 

C = 3.0 

D = 2.0 

F = 1.0 

 
   Rhetoric 101/102                                                     HIST  151/152 
 
   LITR 121/122                                                           AP Psychology  
 
   AP English Language                                                  AP Government 
 
   AP Biology                                                                AP Human Geography 
 
   AP Physics                                                                 AP Environment Science  
 
   AP PreCalculus                                                           AP Statistics/Dual Enrollment  
 
   AP English Literature                                                  HIST 111/112 
 
   AP US History                                                             AP Chemistry  
 
   AP Calculus AB/BC 



 

11 

Advanced Placement Courses 

 

Advanced Placement classes are rigorous courses that allow high school students to undertake academic learn-
ing at the collegiate level.  Students must take the AP exam associated with the course which will be paid for 
by the district.  College and university policies regarding AP Exam scores vary.  Scores of 3, 4, and 5 on the 
College Board Advanced Placement examinations shall be accepted for credit to satisfy degree requirements by 
all Illinois public institutions of higher education.  Each institution shall determine for each test whether credit 
will be granted for electives, general education requirements, or major requirements and the AP Exam scores 
required to grant credit for those purposes.  AP candidates should check with the college(s) to determine 
how the college(s) will award credit, exemption, and placement.   

AP Exams are available once a year in May. This schedule is set by the College Board.  Danville High School 
students that are enrolled in AP courses will automatically be registered for the AP test.  Any student wanting 
to register for additional tests, must do so with the AP Coordinator in November. 

 

For more information regard-
ing Advanced Placement 
courses, exams, timelines, etc. 
visit ap.collegeboard.org 
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DACC AND DUAL ENROLLMENT 

Dual Enrollment means that a student is taking a class that will earn high 

school and college credit concurrently.  Credit for the course(s) is placed 

on the student’s high school transcript.  Credit is also placed on an official 

DACC transcript. Students may not take dual enrollment courses pass/

fail. Students must take semester exams to receive dual enrollment 

credit. 

 

Benefits of Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit 

 Save time and money by taking classes while in high school that can be applied toward your college 
degree. 

 Gain experience as a college student and learn early what to expect from college level courses while 
still taking advantage of all the supports available at Danville High School. 

 Remember...dual credit grades become part of your permanent college transcript and MAY affect your 
financial aid eligibility later in your college career. 

 MOST dual enrollment credits will be accepted at your college or university of choice! Contact your 
college/university for more specific information.  

 

Dual Credit courses offered AT DHS: 

The following courses are taken AT Danville High School, with DHS teachers, for FREE!  Students will be given 

high school credit as well as college credit. 

 

 

DHS Course DACC Course College Credits 

Rhetoric 101 ENGL101 Rhetoric and Composition I 3 

Rhetoric 102 ENGL102 Rhetoric and Composition II 3 

Literature 121 LITR121 Chief English Writers 1 3 

Literature 122 LITR122 Chief English Writers 2 3 

Western Civilization I HIST111 Western Civilization I 3 

Western Civilization II HIST112 Western Civilization II 3 

US History HIST151 US History to 1865 3 

US History HIST152 US History Since 1865 3 

Statistics MATH115 Survey of Statistics 3 
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ACADEMIC COURSES AT DANVILLE AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Danville District 118 allows DHS students to take DACC courses FREE OF CHARGE!  That is paid tuition, free 

books, no fees! A DACC application must be filled out, a permission form must be obtained from your DHS 

counselor (links below), and then an appointment should be made with a DACC advisor to discuss what 

courses you should take to obtain your specific goals.  The DACC advisor will then register you for those 

courses. 

Application (Student Information Form):  https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/

StudentInformationForm4.15.20.pdf 

Junior/Senior Permission Form:  https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/HS_permission_form.pdf 

 

Danville High School Academic Acceleration Path 

Freshman  -  Honors Courses / AP Human Geography 

Sophomore - Honors Courses / AP Courses 

Summer after Sophomore year through Junior year (upon successful completion Dual Placement require-

ments)  

Dual Enrollment at DHS (currently 27 college credit hours available) 

Lit 121 Chief English Writers 1 

Lit 122 Chief English Writers 2 

Hist 111 West Civ 1 

Hist 112 West Civ 2 

Hist 151 US History to 1865 

Hist 152 US History Since 1865 

Math 115 Stats 

Eng 101 Rhet 1 

Engl 102 Rhet 2 

Additional 15 college credit hours available via waiver at DACC, but the following applies: 

• Courses must be taken over summer or after school hours. 
• Graduation requirements and DHS course offerings must be considered first. 
• Building administration approval is required. 
• All classes utilized with vouchers will be placed on transcripts. 

 

Senior Year 

May take classes at DACC during the school day as long as: 

• 2.75 overall GPA 
• Student is able to provide own transportation. 
• 1 class must be taken at DHS, and a total of 6 courses is recommended per semester  
• Students in athletics are required to provide documentation of grades from professors weekly to 

athletic office. 
 

Reminder:  All Dual Enrollment courses will be listed on the high school and college transcripts and figured into both 

GPAs. 

https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/StudentInformationForm4.15.20.pdf
https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/StudentInformationForm4.15.20.pdf
https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/HS_permission_form.pdf
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CAREER and TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSES: COLLEGE EXPRESS 

 

Many DHS students attend DACC during the school day for College Express at no cost to the student.  The fol-

lowing classes are available through College Express (this changes from year to year based on enrollment and 

available instructors):   

 

Auto Technology  Agriculture Education/Tech  Computer Networking 

Criminal Justice*  Culinary Arts              Business Administrative Tech 

Computer Programming Digital Design    HVAC 

Graphic Design  Health Occupations             Early Childhood* 

Healthcare Professions Horticulture    Industrial Tech/Applied Engineering 

*Students must pass the DACC Placement test or qualify based on standardized test scores. 

 

College Express classes are Dual Enrollment classes, but most credits are non-transfer credits. 
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COLLEGE/ UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Admissions requirements vary from college to college and, in some cases, these will vary by department even 

within a college.  Students who plan to attend college should take as many academic courses as possible in high 

school as this will enable them to be prepared for college work and to compete with other college students.  Be-

low is an example of college admission requirements for several State universities.  For more detailed infor-

mation, please consult your counselor and your desired university. 

 

High School Credit Requirements for Attending State Universities 

 These are minimum requirements; schools may strongly recommend 4 years in each subject area. 

 

 

 

NOTE: Math courses for college must start with Algebra I.  Science courses should be laboratory courses. Courses 

that will count in the elective area should be verified by the specific university and your counselor.  Typically, elec-

tive courses need to be in the areas of World Language, Fine Arts, and Music. 

 

The standardized test score, GPA, and class rank middle 50% ranges of the entering freshman classes show that 

admission standards vary across the state universities.  Note that since a holistic approach is used in the admis-

sion review process, having standardized test scores, GPA, and class rank within the entering freshman profile 

does not guarantee admission.    

 

 

University/College English Social Science Math Science World Lang/Electives 

Eastern Illinois University 4 3 3 3 2 

Illinois State University 4 2 3 2 2 

Northern Illinois University 4 3 3 3 2 

Southern Illinois-Carbondale 4 3 3 3 2 

University of Illinois (UIUC) 4 2 3 2 2 

University of Illinois-Chicago 4 3 3 3 2 

University of Illinois-
Springfield 

4 3 3 3 2 

Western Illinois University 4 3 3 3 2 
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Middle 50% for ACT Composite Scores, GPA, and Class Rank 

*Many schools have now gone to Test Optional admissions 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University ACT SAT GPA 

Eastern Illinois University 21-23 1060-1090 3.0-3.3 

Illinois State University 21-26 1060-1270 3.03-3.78 

Northern Illinois University 19-23 990-1140 2.5-3.5 

Southern Illinois-Carbondale 24 1160 3.2 

University of Illinois (UIUC) 27-33 1360-1480 3.37-3.85 

University of Illinois-Chicago 22-27 1110-1300 3.1-3.7 

University of Illinois-Springfield 19-25 980-1230 3.0-3.87 

Western Illinois University 18-23 940-1150 2.72-3.52 
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ATHLETICS AND ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY 

All Student Athletes must be passing five (5) credits in order to be eligible to participate in their sport. Ath-

letes must have also passed 5 classes in the previous semester in order to be eligible.  For this reason, 

we recommend ALL student athletes be registered for at least 6 classes at all times.  For initial eligibility at the 

beginning of the season, athletes must have received five (5) credits the previous semester.   

Athletic information included in this curriculum guide is provided as a resource.  Specific questions or clarifica-

tions of athletic information and/or eligibility should be addressed to the school’s Athletic Director.   

For more information regarding the rules, please visit the NCAA Eligibility website (www.ncaa.org/student-

athletes/future/eligibility-center). 
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ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION 

  

Suggested Course Sequence 

  

Grade 9                                                                                         Grade 10 

English 9 or English 9 Honors                                        English 10 or English 10 Honors 

World History                                                                              Geometry or Algebra II Honors 

Algebra I or Geometry Honors                                         Chemistry 

Biology                              World Language 

Foreign Language                                                                        AP Human Geography 

AVID 9 Elective                                                                  AVID 10 Elective 

                                                                                                   

 Grade 11                                                                                   Grade 12   

AP English Lit or Literature 103/105                                 AP English Language or Rhetoric 101/102 

US History  or AP US History                                                   AP Calculus or AP PreCalculus or Statistics 

AP PreCalculus or Algebra 2 HNRS                                               AP Chemistry, AP Biology, AP Physics, or 

AP Chem, AP Bio, AP Physics,  or                                                AP Environmental Science 

AP Environmental Science              World Language 

Government or AP Government      AVID 12 Elective 

Foreign Language                                                     

AVID 11 Elective  

     

AVID Elective Description 

Course Title:    AVID 

Credits:          1 credit per semester 

Prerequisite:    AVID application, interview, approval of AVID team 

Description:     Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) provides the student with a multi-layered 
support system to enhance academic achievement, motivation, and prepare the student for college success. The 
students receive tutorial sessions in the academic areas, an emphasis on study skills instruction, and college 
preparation. In addition to the AVID class, students are required to be enrolled concurrently in a college pre-
paratory curriculum in the areas of English, math, science, and social studies.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

 

Introduction to Business 

Length: 1 Semester  

Prerequisite: None  

Description:  This is an introductory level course that 
focuses on the basics of business and financial handling. 
The class is pivotal for a student who has interest in the 
business field and is seen as a prerequisite class for up-
per-level business courses like Sports and Entertainment 
Marketing, Business Marketing and Management, and 
Entrepreneurship. Topics discussed in this class range 
from economics, management, entrepreneurship, insur-
ance, personal finances, marketing, human relations, and 
leadership. Passing this course satisfies the Consumer 
Education graduation requirement.  

 

Consumer Economics/Personal Finance  

Length:          Nine weeks  

Credit:            .5 credits 

Description:   This course focuses on the understandings 

and skills needed to make decisions about life after High 

School which contributes to an improved quality of life. 

The course content includes the following areas of study; 

Economics, Banking, Insurance and Credit Management. 

This course meets the requirements for consumer educa-

tion instruction.  

 

Business Marketing and Management  

Length:            1 Semester 

Prerequisite:   10-12th Grade, Intro to Business or 
Consumer Ed  

Description:   This course is recommended for students 
who plan to pursue a college or career degree in Busi-
ness. The class will cover business-related topics and will 
prepare students for a college level business course. Stu-
dents should have prior knowledge of the concepts of 
economics and management. This course will include 
topics such as management, leadership, marketing, pro-
duction, human resources, ethics, finance, and entrepre-
neurship. This class is for any student who wants to learn 
about working in or owning a business.  

,  

 
BUSINESS EDUCATION 

 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

Length:           1 Semester 
Prerequisite:    10-12th Grade, Completion of Intro to 
Business or Consumer Economics with passing grade.  
Lab Fee:          $10 
 
Description:   This semester long course is a thorough 

overview of the sports and entertainment business world. 
The primary focus is through the lens of the marketing 

industry. This advanced business course will help stu-
dents gain knowledge and understanding within market-
ing, economics, ethics, risk management, human re-

sources, general management/leadership, event manage-
ment, ticket sales, and the new age NIL earning power 

within non-professional athletics. Guest speakers from 
the community will be a focus of the class as well as sev-
eral-led projects focusing on sports business.  

 

Entrepreneurship 

Length:            1 Semester   
Prerequisite:    10-12th Grade 
Lab Fee:           $10 
 
Description:   Students in this course will learn about 
career interests, career opportunities, career planning, 
and entrepreneurial activities (Business Plans, Finance, 
Idea Generation, Goal Setting, Marketing Plans, Types of 
Business Ownership, and Market Research). Students will 
embark on a journey to create their own business and 
will take the necessary steps to prepare, plan, and organ-
ize their business idea. The culminating project will result 
in the students putting together professional pitches for 
their potential business. The course will be project orient-
ed.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

 

Accounting I  

Length:            1 Year 
Lab Fee:           $10 
Prerequisite:   10-12th Grade 
 

Description:   Recommended for college business ma-
jors. If you are thinking of majoring in a business-related 
field at the post-secondary level, this is a course you 
definitely want to take. It is helpful in everyone’s person-
al life and a necessity for those planning a career in busi-
ness. Students learn the complete accounting cycles for a 
service and a merchandising business. The course makes 
accounting statements understandable, such as balance 
sheets, income statements, and bank reconciliation state-
ments. Students will use computers to process account-
ing data. 

 

Accounting II  

Length:  1 Year 
Credit:             1 credit per semester,  
Prerequisite:   Accounting I 
Lab Fee:           $10 
 

Description:  Recommended for college business majors. 
This course is a continuation of Accounting I. Accounting 
II deals with more in-depth accounting practices and pro-
cedures. This course is designed for students who are 
planning a business related career. Corporate account-
ing, cost accounting, and accounting for a not-for-profit 
organization are a few of the topics discussed. Students 
will use computers to process accounting data. 

 

 
BUSINESS EDUCATION 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 

Introduction to Computer Applications  

Length:            1 Semester 
Lab Fee:           $5 
 

Description:   Introduction to Computer Applications 
teaches fundamental skills for using common software 
such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, and Microsoft 
PowerPoint. This course will also cover operating sys-
tems, file management, internet usage, and internet 
safety with the goal of increasing a students productivity 
and efficiency when using a computer. This fulfills the 
DHS Computer Literacy Requirement.   

Database (MS-Access) 

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite: Intro to Computer Apps or teacher rec-
ommendation  
 

Description:  Learn the powerful features and ad-
vantages of Microsoft Access!  Students will learn the 
core skills: creating tables and modifying forms and re-
ports.  After concentrating on the core of the database, 
students will learn some of the more powerful tools in-
cluding: queries, creating reports, calculating data, and 
using databases to perform mail merges. This course will 
give students the opportunity to gain dual enrollment 
college credit as well as Microsoft Office Specialist 
(MOS) Certification in Access. 

 

Word Processing (MS-Office) 

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:   Intro to Computer Apps or teacher rec-
ommendation 
Lab Fee:           $5 
 

Description:   Learn to use Microsoft Word with confi-
dence! Word Processing is a hands-on class that will 
teach students to create, format, and edit documents 
quickly and professionally using Microsoft Word, the 
industry-standard word processing software. Students 
will complete real-world projects, from letter and reports 
to tables, flyer, and mail merges, preparing them for 
utilizing word processing skills in personal and profes-
sional applications. Through classroom instructions, tu-
torials, projects, and practice activities, students will be 
prepared and offered the opportunity to complete the 
Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) Word Certification Ex-
am.  

 
 

Spreadsheets (MS-Excel) 

Length:           1 Semester 
Prerequisite:   Intro to Computer Apps  
Lab Fee:           $5 
 
Description:  This one-semester course introduces stu-

dents to Microsoft Excel though tutorials, projects, and 

classroom instruction. Students will learn efficient meth-

ods for organizing data, applying formulas and functions, 

constructing charts, analyzing data, and creating profes-

sional spreadsheets. The course is structured to prepare 

students for the Microsoft Office Specialist (MSO) Excel 

Certification Exam (offered at the end of the semester), 

providing both practical skills and industry-recognized 

credential readiness.  

 

 Presentations (MS-PowerPoint)  

Length:            1 Semester 

Prerequisite:   Intro to Computer Apps or teacher rec-

ommendation 

Lab Fee:           $5 

 

Description:  Students will develop confidence in using 
Power Point to present ideas clearly and effectively in 
academic, professional, and personal settings. Through 
classroom instructions, hands-on projects, and guided 
tutorials, students will learn to design effective 
slideshows, incorporate multimedia elements, and apply 
principles of visual communication for maximum impact. 
Students will gain the skills necessary to design slides 
that grab attention and share ideas. The course includes 
practice and tutorials that prepare students for the Mi-
crosoft Office Specialist (MOS) certification exam, with the 
certification test offered as part of the course.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

AUDIO VISUAL TECHNOLOGY 

 

Graphic Arts  

Length: 1 Year  

Prerequisite:  Intro to Computer Applications or Teacher 
Recommendation  

Description:  Do you like being creative and using tech-
nology to design? Create eye-catching graphics, layout, 
and digital artwork, skills that can help you in college, 
careers, or just expressing your creativity. In this year-
long class, you will learn how to use industry-standard 
software like Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, and InDesign 
to develop your technical skill; and you will learn how to 
properly apply the elements of design–like color, bal-
ance and layout, in fun, hands-on projects. Best of all, 
you will get real-world experience by working on school 
projects such as the DHS Medley yearbook and the Ma-
roon and White School newspaper, published and seen 
by the whole school and our community.  

 

Multimedia Broadcasting 

Length:   1 Year 

Prerequisite:     Intro  to Computer Application, Grades 

10-12 or Approved Teacher Application 

 

Description:  Multimedia Broadcasting students will 

learn to create content across various platforms blend-

ing journalism and broadcasting skills with digital tech-

nology.  This course covers topics such as camera opera-

tions, video and audio editing, and news creation with 

on-air performance. Students will learn with hands-on 

experiences through student run broadcasts and publi-

cations to gain real-world media experience. Students 

interested in this course must submit an application, 

submit work samples and complete an in-class audition.  

 
 

 

Creative Media Art/Technology (Previously 
Digital Portfolio) 

Length: 1 Year  

Prerequisite: Intro to Computer Applications, Grades 10-
12, Approved Teacher Application 

Description:  Creative media Arts/Technology will inter-
connect four components of media: Video production, 
Audio production, Social media marketing and screen 
printing/design. Students will be encouraged to think 
about how various media influences culture and its re-
sponse to these influences. Students will learn fundamen-
tal skills with software tools to create and disseminate 
media to the public.  

This course will consist of hands-on projects, writing as-
signments and student presentations. This course will 
also create content for a variety of DHS and District 
#118 sources of media including but not limited to, 
Channel 1 News, DHS digital signage, DHS Athletics Vid-
eo Board, DHS Social media account, DHS Hallway Moni-
tors, DHS/118 Information/News Podcast, and any DHS 
organization that needs promotion via traditional or 
modern media. Participation is critical for success in this 
class. Attendance at events outside of normal school 
hours will be required. Recording video and or audio 
outside of normal school hours may happen as well.  

 

Photography 

Length:            1 Semester 

Prerequisite:     Intro to Computer Applications, Grades 

10-12   

Lab Fee:           $8.00 minimum 

 

Description:   Photography teaches the technical and 
creative principles of capturing images with a digital 
camera. Students will learn about camera settings, com-
position, lighting and photo editing software like Pho-
toshop and  Adobe Lightroom. Students must have 
Sophomore status and must take a 1 Semester DHS 
Computer Literacy course to be enrolled in Photography.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

Engineering Essentials (PLTW) 

Length: 1 Year 

Prerequisite: None 

Description:  Engineering Essentials is a full-year course 
designed to be a high school students exposure to the 
PLTW Engineering program and is appropriate for stu-
dents in grades 9-12. In Engineering Essentials, stu-
dents explore the work of engineers and their role in the 
design and development of solutions to real-world prob-
lems. The course introduces students to engineering 
disciplines and empowers them to build technical skills 
through the use of a variety of engineering tools, such 
as geographic information systems (GIS), 3D solid mod-
eling software, and prototyping equipment. 

Introduction To Engineering Design 

Length:  1 Year 

Prerequisite: Engineering Essentials  

Description:  Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) is 
a high school engineering course in the PLTW Engineer-
ing Program. In IED, students explore engineering tools 
and apply a common approach to the solution of engi-
neering problems, an engineering design process. Utiliz-
ing the activity-project-based (APB) teaching and learn-
ing pedagogy, students progress from completing struc-
tured activities to solving and developing other profes-
sional skills through both individual and collaborative 
team aspects of engineering design including material 
selection, human-centered design, manufacturability and 
sustainability.  

Principles of Engineering 

Length: 1 Year  

Prerequisite:  Engineering Essentials, Algebra I, Geome-

try preferred  

Description: Principles of Engineering (POE) is a high 

school engineering course in the PLTW Engineering Pro-

gram. In POE, students dive deeper into a broad range 

of engineering disciplines, careers, and design and solve 

real-world engineering problems. This course amplifies 

fundamentals introduced in Engineering Essentials push-

ing students to broaden their understanding of engi-

neering concepts that are applicable to a variety  of en-

gineering disciplines. This course deepens technical 

skills through the use of engineering tools such as 3-D 

modeling software, hands on prototyping equipment, 

programming software, and robotics hardware to bring 

their solutions to life as well as preparing students for 

college and career level experiences that are engineered 

focused.  

 
Computer Science Essentials (PLTW) 

Length: 1 Year 

Prerequisite: Intro to Computer App, Algebra  

Description: The PLTW Computer Science Essentials 

course is a full 160 days, designed as an excellent entry 

point for new high school computer science (CS) learners, 

recommended for 9th grade students The course intro-

duces students to computational thinking skills and pro-

graming fundamental through creative expression pro-

jects. Students use programming to create mobile apps, 

self-driving vehicle simulations, and day-to-day solutions. 

The curriculum starts with an approachable block-based 

and text-based programming side-by-side, before finally 

focusing on the Python programming language. CSE is 

designed to reinforce essential concepts that boost stu-

dent success in the later PLTW AP Computer Science 

Principles (CSP) course.  

Computer Science Principles (PLTW) 

Length: 1 Year  

Prerequisite: Computer Science Essentials  

Description: The PLTW Computer Science Principles 

course is a full-year program (160 days) recommended 

for students in grades 10-12. It is aligned with the Col-

lege Board AP Computer Science Principles exam frame-

work, offering a broad exposure to computer science 

fundamentals while promoting computational thinking 

and coding skills. The primary goal of the course is to 

develop in –demand computer science skills essential for 

careers across all sectors and to inspire processing, data 

security, and automating tasks, all while focusing on con-

tributing to an inclusive, safe, and ethical computing cul-

ture 

Introduction to 3D Computer Modeling/

Graphics 

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Intro to Computer App or CAD Founda-

tions or Sculpture 

Description: This course builds upon fundamental com-

puter drafting and graphic skills by practicing featured of 

3D computer graphic design including modeling, lighting 

and rendering. These concepts are used in applications 

such as gaming, film, visual effects, virtual reality, aug-

mented reality and other related disciplines. Students 

who enjoyed previous courses similar to CAD and Sculp-

ture will enjoy this class.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

Introduction to Skilled Trades 

Length:      1 Semester  
Prerequisite:   None 
 

Description:  This course serves as the introductory 

course to the four career tracks of automotive/diesel 

technician, computer-aided design, construction trades, 

and welding/fabrication. This course will consist of one 

general unit on career opportunities in the skilled 

trades, one general unit on shop/industry safety, and 

four content area specific units.  

Small Engines & Mechanical Maintenance  

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Intro to Skilled Trades ( or  permission of 

instructor) 

Description:  This course serves as the introductory 

course in the Automotive Technology sequence. Stu-

dents will become familiar with tools used in mechanical 

maintenance and develop and understanding of internal 

combustion engines. Students will perform engine disas-

sembly and reassembly and be given the opportunity to 

work on a variety of machines culminating in mainte-

nance and rebuilding of personal power equipment 

brought in from home.  

Automotive Concepts 

Length: 1 Semester  

Prerequisite: Small Engine & Mechanical Maintenance or  

permission of instructor 

Description:  The Automotive Concepts course is de-

signed to prepare students for careers in the automotive 

field and/or educate students on essential routine auto-

motive maintenance and upkeep. Students can expect to 

become knowledgeable in safety around the automobile, 

automotive tools and equipment, automotive cleaning, 

fluid level checks, and roadside emergencies. Students 

can expect to learn terminologies and processes when in 

the classroom and then apply that knowledge with 

hands-on experience in the automotive shop. This 

course correlates with the Automotive Service Excellence 

(ASE) program, which will prepare students who are pur-

suing a career in the automotive field.  

*10 Hour OSHA Certification available  

 
 

Automotive Technology  

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Small Engine & Mechanical Maintenance or 

permission from instructor.  

Description:  *Students must have a valid Drivers Li-

cense before start of class** The Automotive Technolo-

gy course is designed to prepare students for a career in 

automotive and/or educate students on essential  routine 

automotive maintenance and upkeep. Students can ex-

pect to become knowledgeable in suspension systems, 

steering systems, tire maintenance, braking systems, 

drivetrain, exhaust and emission systems, and electric 

vehicle upkeep/the future of the automobile. Students 

can expect to learn terminologies and processes when in 

the classroom and then apply that knowledge with hands

-on experience in the automotive shop. This course corre-

lates with the Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) pro-

gram, which will prepare students who are pursuing a 

career in the automotive field.  

*10 Hour OSHA Certification available  

CAD Foundations 

Length:      1 Semester  
Prerequisite:        Intro to Skilled Trades  
 
Description:  CAD I is a basic introduction to computer 
operations regarding principles of manufacturing design. 
Students will learn the Inventor software, which provides 
methods and tools for producing, viewing, and editing 
two-dimensional drawings and three-dimensional models. 
The software permits designers, drafters, engineers, and 
others to create, revise, model, and document industrial 
parts and assemblies for prototyping, mold making, and 
manufacturing. Student projects will provide hands-on 
experience with the Inventor program and 3D printing. 

 

Advanced CAD 

Length:  1 Semester  

Prerequisite: CAD Foundations 

Description:  This course is designed to build on those 
concepts learned in the beginning of CAD. Students will 
learn how to draw advanced mechanical and simple ar-
chitectural drawings. Other topics covered are 3D draw-
ing and modeling. Student projects will provide hands-on 
experience with the Inventor program and 3D printing.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

Welding Fundamentals 

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Intro to Skilled Trades ( or permission 

from instructor) 

Description: Welding Fundamentals introduces students 

to the fundamentals of welding and cutting processes. 

Students will learn about shop safety, welding equip-

ment, and basic joint preparation. The course emphasiz-

es hands-on experience with oxy-fuel cutting (OFC) and 

Shielded Meal Arc Welding (SMAW) process.  Students 

will practice stringer beads, basic fillet welds, and flat/

horizontal welding positions. Blueprint reading and 

measurement skills are introduced to support accurate 

project fabrication. By the end of Welding Fundamentals, 

students should be able to produce welds that meet 

basic visual inspection standards.  

 

Welding GMAW 

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Welding Fundamentals 

Description: Welding GMAW builds on foundational 

welding skills with a focus on intermediate applications. 

Students advance their proficiency to Gas Metal Arc 

Welding (GMAW/MIG). Emphasis is placed on weld quali-

ty, and defect recognition. Students learn to trouble-

shoot equipment, interpret welding symbols, and apply 

proper techniques for stronger, more precise welds. This 

course also expands oxy-fuel cutting.  By the end of 

Welding GMAW, students will be able to produce welds 

in multiple positions that align with industry standards 

for entry-level employment.  

 
Welding GTAW 

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Welding 

Fundamentals 

Description: This course 

builds on foundational welding skills with a focus on in-

termediate applications. Students advance their proficien-

cy to Gas Tungsten Arc Welding (GTAW/MIG). Emphasis is 

placed on weld quality, and defect recognition. Students 

learn to troubleshoot equipment, interpret welding sym-

bols, and apply proper techniques for stronger, more 

precise welds. This course also expands oxy-fuel cutting.  

By the end of Welding GTAW, students will be able to 

produce welds in multiple positions that align with indus-

try standards for entry-level employment.  

 

 

Welding SMAW  

Length:  1 Semester 

Prerequisite:  Welding Fundamentals 

Description: This course provides advanced training in 

multiple welding processes and prepares students for 

industry certifications. Students refine their skills in 

Shielded Metal Arc Welding (SMAW/Stick) with an em-

phasis on structural welding. The course covers advanced 

blueprint reading, weld inspection techniques, and code 

requirements based on AWS standards. Students will 

work on complex fabrication projects that require preci-

sion, teamwork, and documentation. By the end of 

SMAW, students will demonstrate the ability to produce 

high-quality welds suitable for industry performance tests 

and certifications.  

. 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

GeoCon (Geometry in Construction) 

Length:  1 Year 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Algebra 1, 
Completion of Intro to Skilled Trades is recommended. 
Students who earned C or D in Algebra 1 must complete 
an application for the course and be approved by the 
two instructors. 
Credit:  2 credits per semester (one for Geometry, one 
for Construction) 
 

Description:   Students will complete ALL Geometry 

standards, as well as learn basic home building and 

maintenance skills, utilizing multi-step problem solving, 

green building techniques, technical writing and commu-

nication skills, as well as developing their own interest 

in construction related careers.  It is open to students 

that have demonstrated success in Algebra I. Students in 

this course begin with a mandatory Safety Training 

called CareerSafe - S4 

Woodshop Foundations I (Previously Intermedi-

ate Building Trades ) 

Length:  1 Semester  
Prerequisite:      Intro to Skilled Trades  
Required Equipment:  Safety Shoes 
 

Description:  This class builds on skills learned in Intro 
to Skilled Trades and is the safety certification course. 
An emphasis will be placed upon accurate measure-
ments, safety, and the proper use of hand and power 
tools.  Skills needed for employment and workplace eth-
ics will be discussed as well.  Students will use the skills 
learned in this course to construct simple wood projects 
to gain competency with tools and equipment. OSHA 10 
General Industry and OSHA 10 Construction Industry 
Training certificates may be earned during this course  

Woodshop Foundations II 

Length:    1 Semester  
Prerequisite:    Woodshop Foundations I, OSHA 10 
Construction or General Industry  
Required Equipment:  Safety Shoes 
 

Description:  This class builds on skills learned in 
Woodshop Foundations I and is the Equipment Certifica-
tion course. Students will continue to learn employability 
skills. Students will further develop their skills by con-
structing medium wood projects like deck chairs, picnic 
tables, end tables, book shelves, etc. 

 

 
 

Advanced Woodshop I (Previously Advanced 

Building Trades) 

Length:    1 Semester 
Prerequisite:    Woodshop Foundations,  OSHA 10 
Construction or General Industry  
Required Equipment:  Safety Shoes 
 
Description: This class builds on skills learned in Wood-
shop Woodshop Foundations II. Students will continue to 
learn how to read blueprints, work as part of a construc-
tion team to develop their skills by constructing larger 
projects requiring multiple phases of construction includ-
ing floor framing, wall framing and roof framing.  

 

Advanced Woodshop II  

Length:    1 Semester  
Prerequisite:    Advanced Woodshop I,  OSHA 10 Con-
struction or General Industry  
Required Equipment:  Safety Shoes 
 
Description: This class builds on skills learned in Con-
struction Advanced Woodshop I. Students will continue 
to learn how to read blueprints including utilities, work 
as part of a construction team to further develop their 
skill by constructing larger projects requiring multiple 
phases of construction including exterior finishes, win-
dow and door installation, roofing and painting.  
 

Fine Woodworking  
 
Length: 1 Year  
Prerequisite: Woodshop Foundations 2   
OSHA 10 Construction or General Industry  
Required Equipment:  Safety Shoes 
 
Description: This class develops fine woodworking skills 
in the areas of wood turning, CNC machining. laser en-
graving, wood joinery. Students in this class will work 
independently on various fine woodworking projects of 
various sizes. Students will use specialized tools like the 
scroll saw, wood lathe, drum sander, wood chisels. Stu-
dents will be expected to make 3 small projects and 3 
larger projects all requiring advanced skills and the use 
of advanced woodworking equipment.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 

 

Introduction to Family and Consumer Science 

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: None 

Description: The fundamentals of the DHS Family & Con-

sumer Science (FSC) program are offered in three rota-

tions, allowing students to not only gain a nationally rec-

ognized certification (ServSafe), but also learn the basics 

of Culinary & Baking, Textiles, Sewing & Fashion, and 

Human Child Development.  

• Rotation One: Students learn rudimentary aspects of 

food & kitchen safety, nutrition, and sanitation along 

with gaining Food Handler’s License,  

• Rotation Two: Students learn how humans grow and 

develop physically, intellectually, socially, and emo-

tionally from birth to death.  

• Rotation Three: Students will be exposed to essen-

tials of fashion, sewing, and textiles. Students will 

explore how to style various body types, several 

hand sewing stitches, and the fibers that make up 

textiles.  

 Students who successfully complete this course will have 

access to intermediate and advanced FCS offerings in 

later school semesters.  

 

 
 

Human Development (Pregnancy to Age 3)  

Length: 1 Semester  

Prerequisite: Intro to FCS 

 

Description: This course examines the physical, intel-

lectual, social and emotional development of infants 

and toddlers through a broad, rea-world lens. Students 

will explore how Child and Family Dynamics function in 

today’s ever changing world. Students will learn more 

deeply about pregnancy and childbirth along with ex-

periencing real-life challenges that face mothers and 

families in our diverse world.  

Through a mix of hands-on activities scenarios, and 

practical knowledge, students will build the skills, atti-

tudes and understanding needed to thrive in any set-

ting where they interact with infants and toddlers.  

This course is ideal for students interested in careers 

in education, healthcare, social work, psychology, early 

childhood development, and other human services 

professions.  

 

Human Development (Age 4+) 
Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Intro to FCS  

 

Description:  This course not only builds upon con-

cepts learned in the introductory course but also com-

plements the Pregnancy to Age Three course, as stu-

dents learn more about how the brain work with pre-

school and elementary aged children. Students who 

take this course examine the physical, intellectual, so-

cial and emotional development of infants and children 

through a broad, real-world lens. Students will explore 

how family dynamics, brain development, and research

-based nurturing and parenting practices influence 

child growth and behavior.  

 

Through a mix of hands-on activities scenarios, and 

practical knowledge, students will build the skills, atti-

tudes and understanding needed to thrive in any set-

ting where they interact with infants and toddlers.  

This course is ideal for students interested in careers 

in education, healthcare, social work, psychology, early 

childhood development, and other human services 

professions.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

 

Adult Living 

Length:  1 Semester 
Prerequisite: Intro to FCS Grades 11-12 
 

Description:  This course is designed to prepare stu-
dents to become confident, capable, and responsible 
members of society. Through engaging classroom and 
community-based learning experiences, students will ex-
plore essential life skills including self-awareness, family 
relationships, financial literacy, career planning, nutrition 
and cooking, and more. Emphasis is placed on practical 
knowledge an real-world application to help students 
navigate adulthood successfully. Whether planning for 
college, a career, or independent living, this course 
equips students with the tools they need to thrive in 
both personal and professional settings.  

 

Culinary I 

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Intro to FCS and Food Handlers Certifica-
tion.  

Description: This course is designed to provide students 
with the advanced knowledge and skills in understanding 
of culinary principles. Course content encompasses kitch-
en and food safety and food preparation procedures, 
kitchen measurements and reading recipes, nutrition, 
cooking methods, knife skills, eggs, dairy, fruits, vegeta-
bles, intro to baking and more. This course includes 
classroom and laboratory experiences needed to develop 
these principles.  

 

 

 
 

Culinary II 

Length: 1 Semester  

Prerequisite: Culinary 1 

Description:  This laboratory course expands upon the 
knowledge and culinary skill obtained in Culinary I. 
Empasis will be on meal planning and more advanced 
cooking/preparation skill and careers within the food 
service industry. Students will also have the opportuni-
ty to obtain the ServSafe Food Handler Certificate.  

 

 

Baking 

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Culinary I  

Description: This course is designed to educate stu-
dents in the art of baking and pastry arts. Students will 
understand the fundamental concepts of baking, in-
cluding ingredients, equipment and techniques.  Learn-
ing essentials including baking terms and their mean-
ings, as well as exploring the techniques, learning how 
each baking and cooking have their own separate 
skills.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 

Sewing I 
Length: 1 Semester  

Prerequisite:  Intro to FCS  

Description: This Foundational sewing course will focus 

on understanding the various functions of a sewing ma-

chine and the basic building blocks of seam construction 

and finishing applications, including machine and hand 

sewing techniques. Students learn how to do a variety of 

sewing applications while learning about sewing tools 

and apply construction techniques to complete beginning 

level sewing projects while adhering to best practices in 

safety.  

 

Fabric Manipulation  
Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite:  Sewing I 

 

Description: Fabric Manipulation course advances funda-

mental knowledge gained in prior sewing and fabric 

based courses helping students explore various sewing 

applications that alter the appearance and function of 

fabrics being uses.  

• Construction method of woven fabric and knit fabric 

and how each are used.  

• Applique and embroidery as a means of mending 

and repair. 

• Creating a textile manipulation tool kit to help stu-

dents identify the best method (s) for mending and 

repairs. 

• Real World applications of course concepts using 

actual garments students bring to class.  

         * Broken Zippers and Missing Buttons 

         * Holes and torn/ripped seams 

         * Basic alterations for better garment fit 

         * Upcycle used/unwanted clothing items to lessen          

 the environmental footprint and save money 

     

 
 

Sewing II  
Length: 1 Semester  

Prerequisite: Sewing I  

Description: The Intermediate sewing course will build 

upon skills learned in the beginning sewing course 

while students deepen their knowledge and applica-

tion of sewing construction through hands-on projects. 

This course will cover additional sewing techniques 

that will advance the students skills by implementing 

sewing techniques for Intermediate level sewing pro-

jects.  

 

Sewing III 
Length: 1 Semester  

Prerequisite: Sewing II  

Description: The Advanced Sewing course will build 

upon the intermediate skills learned in the previous 

course. Students will engage in advanced sewing skills 

to various sewing projects.  Students will learn about 

the building blocks for clothing construction.  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

COLLEGE AND CAREERS 

 

College and Career Readiness 

Length:    1 Semester 
Prerequisite:        9th Grade 
 

Description: Ready yourself for college and career 
opportunities through this class. Become more self-aware 
as you learn and explore characteristics, preferences, and 
strategies for success while in high school and beyond. 
Students will build career knowledge, discover tools for 
organization and time management, and understand how 
financial literacy can help them reach their post-
secondary goals. 

 

Global Careers and Professions (GCP) 

Length:             1 Semester 
Prerequisite: 11 or 12 Grade, Completion of Intro to 
Business or Consumer Education  
 

Description: Not sure what you want to do beyond 
high school? Join the GCP class to explore  your options 
and prepare for the professional world! Students will gain 
“real world” work experience by completing a 20 hour 
internship in their area of interest. Students will also re-
search career clusters, learn how to prepare for an inter-
view, understand the importance of online platforms, 
learn professional etiquette, and complete a personal 
portfolio that includes writing a functional resume, thank 
you note, and cover letter. Cyber Safety and Interviewing 
Skills Certifications will be obtained. Financial responsibil-
ities and opportunities will also be explored. 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

 

WORK BASED PROGRAMS 

Work Experience Career Exploration Program* 

(WECEP-During School Employment)  

Length:            1 Semester  
Credit:             Up to Three Elective Credits/Semester 
Prerequisite:   14-15 year old students – interviewed 
  and approved by Coordinator          
             
Description:   WECEP is designed as an incentive work 
experience and career exploration program for students 
who are designated as potential early school "leavers."  
The program will consist of a career exploration class that 
will relate to individual job experiences, tutoring help, and 
career development. Measurable program objectives are 
to increase attendance patterns, to improve grades and 
attitude about getting an education, to develop a positive 
attitude about personal work experiences, and to improve 
self concept. The program requires students to work at an 
approved job station for an average of 15 hours per 
week. 

 

 

Cooperative Career Education (CO-OP) 

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:  Grades 11-12 with GPA above 2.5 
  
Lab Fee:           $10.00 
 

Description:   This course is a hybrid class that will meet 
in the classroom (1 day per week) and then the students 
will be working with a local business the other weekdays 
(4 days per week). Students will be permitted to leave the 
building (2-3 class periods per school day) to partake in 
the experience with their agreed upon business. Students 
in this course will be experiencing a professional level po-
sition that will require them to complete high-level tasks 
and responsibilities. The student will be placed with a 
business that meets their future career goals and interests. 
Inside the classroom, students will learn about resumes, 
cover letters, interviews, job searches, employability skills, 
and general workplace professionalism. Students will be 
required to submit evaluations of their performance, bi-
weekly worklogs, and a semester long portfolio of their 
experience. While this is a one semester course, students 
can enroll for another semester if it fits their class schedule 
and if the business agrees to continue their work relation-
ship with the student.    
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English 9 

Length:             1 year         
 
Description:     A writing intensive course,  English 9 is a 
course designed to synthesize and reinforce the students' 
experiences in language arts skills. The course emphasizes 
reading improvement strategies and reading comprehen-
sion skills as they apply to several genres of literature and 
for other content areas.  Composition, grammar, vocabu-
lary, listening, and speaking skills are practiced within and 
apart from the study of the literary genres.  General study 
skills are also a key component of the class.  Students are 
introduced to the research process. 
  

English 9 Honors 

Length:             1 year                                                
Description:     A writing intensive course, English 9 Hon-
ors is a course designed to meet the needs of students 
designated as exceptionally gifted or talented in the area 
of language arts. The course is based upon the core of 
Freshman English and enhanced by additional instruction 
in writing and grammar and teacher and/or student select-
ed enrichment activities designed to enhance critical think-
ing and problem solving skills. A formal informative 
speech is required. 
  

English 10 

Length:             1 year 
 
Description:      English 10 builds upon the study of liter-
ary genres addressed in Freshman English. It reinforces 
the close study of prose and further develops research 
skills. Composition, grammar, vocabulary, listening, and 
speaking skills are practiced and reinforced within and 
apart from the study of the literary genres.  Particular em-
phasis is given to expanding the skills necessary for the 
development of real world writing tasks. 
 
 

 English 10 Honors 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Sophomore standing 
 
Description:     English 10 Honors is a course designed 
to meet the needs of students designated as exception-
ally gifted or talented in the area of language arts.  This 
survey course is based upon the core of American Litera-
ture and enhanced by teacher and/or student selected 
enrichment activities designed to promote critical think-
ing and problem solving skills. The course examines se-
lected American authors who relate basic themes and 
values prevalent in America. Specific areas for study in-
clude the Puritans, the Colonial and Revolutionary peri-
od, the romantic period, transcendentalism, realism, and 
modern literature. Composition, listening, and speaking 
skills are practiced and reinforced within the study of the 
literature of historical periods, as a part of required inde-
pendent reading, and as a part of individually selected 

or teacher directed research. 
 
English 11 

Length:            1 year 
Prerequisite:      Junior standing 
 
Description:    English 11 balances reading and writ-
ing skills.  While not a survey course, it integrates selec-
tions from American Literature in order to highlight liter-
ary techniques (narration, allegory, persuasion, etc.).  
Students read texts in order to further understand a 
style of writing, then practice that style on their own.  
For instance, they read several memoirs and narrative 
nonfiction excerpts before writing their own narrative 
essays.  Each quarter, students master a set of 5-8 Com-
mon Core Standards, centered around the four writing 
areas: narrative, informative, research, and argumenta-
tive.  Texts often function as vehicles to mastery—that is, 
The Crucible served the double role of elucidating alle-
gory as well as helping students practice making infer-
ences. 



 

40 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

 

AP English Literature and Composition 

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Junior standing 
 

Description:     The course is designed according to Col-
lege Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations of high 
proficiency. AP English Literature is a course designed to 
meet the needs of students designated as exceptionally 
gifted or talented in the area of language arts. The course 
is enhanced by teacher and/or student selected enrich-
ment activities designed to promote critical thinking and 
problem solving skills. Specific areas of thematic study 
include: irony, characterization, point-of-view, narration, 
satire, and poetry. In addition to required independent 
reading, students will engage in individually selected or 
teacher directed research to support the study of thematic 
subjects and their literary and societal implications. Novels 
and readings are chosen from a wide variety of time peri-
ods and authors including but not limited to: E.E. Cum-
mings, Ken Kesey, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Toni Morrison, 
Oscar Wilde, and William Faulkner.        

     

Literature 121  

Length:             1 semester 
Credits:             1 credit per semester (3 credit hours of 
transferable DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    DACC Placement test, Sr Standing  
 

Description:     A historical survey from the beginning of 
the English language through the late 17th century, be-
ginning with Old English texts through Early Modern Eng-
lish period and covering a range of genres including 
verse, drama, sonnets, among others. Students in this 
course are eligible for dual enrollment credit through 
DACC for LITR 121. 

 

          Literature 122  

Length:  1 semester 
Credits:  1 credit per semester (3 credit hours of 
transferable DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite: DACC Placement test, Sr Standing  
 

Description:   Wordsworth, Byron, Shelley, Keats, 
Browning, Tennyson, Arnold, Shaw, Yeats, Dickens, Eliot, 
and a selection of representative 19th and 20th century 
prose.  Students in this course are eligible for dual enroll-
ment credit through DACC for LITR 122. 

                       

  

 

English 12  1 & 2 

Length:  1 year, or by desired semester 
Prerequisite:    Senior standing 
 

Description:   This course blends composition, speech, 
and literature skills into a cohesive whole as students 
write critical and comparative analyses of selected texts 
(both literary and informational texts), continuing to de-
velop their language arts skills. Assignments will empha-
size comprehension, discernment, and critical-thinking 
skills in the reading of texts and literature. These courses 
will introduce and explore more advanced literary tech-
niques (irony, satire, humor, connotation, tone, rhythm, 
symbolism, and so on) through two or more literary gen-
res, with the aim of creating sophisticated readers. The 
course will reinforce logic and critical-thinking skills that 
accompany good writing, emphasizing word choice, or-
ganization, voice, sentence fluency, and ideas, and con-
ventions. This will also provide continued and advanced 
instruction in writing for a variety of purposes and audi-
ences. Emphasis will be on college and career prepara-
tion. Typically, students will be asked to show under-
standing through multiple-paragraph essays, speeches, 
projects, and classroom discussion.   English 12 1 & 2 
can be taken simultaneously, and in any order to accom-
modate Early Graduates. 

 

AP English Language and Composition 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Senior standing  
 
Description:     AP English Language and Composition 
is a language and composition course open to advanced 
seniors who wish to prepare for the College Board Ad-
vanced Placement Examination in Language and Compo-
sition in the spring of the school year, earning college 
credit as well as credit toward graduation from high 
school. The course is designed according to College 
Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations of high 
proficiency. Content includes giving emphasis to close 
reading, rhetorical modes, and stylistic techniques. As 
students read through different modes of writing, they 
will be asked to analyze the features of these texts and 
then write their own composition in this mode of writing.  
Additionally, students will complete analyses of current 
events articles and/or pop culture pieces.  It should be 
noted that this course differs from the dual enrollment 
rhetoric course; while there are similarities in terms of 
content, completion of this course will not earn college 
credit alone.  College credit is dependent upon a stu-
dent’s abilities to pass the AP Exam in the Spring. 
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Rhetoric 101 

Length:             1 semester 
Credits:             1 credit per semester (3 credit 
hours of transferable DACC credit with the grade of 
“C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    DACC Placement test, Sr Standing  
 

Description:     This is a writing intensive class that 
specifically deals with your ability to write persuasive 
compositions, along with creative non-fiction, per-
sonal narrative, and short story analysis.  This class 
is designed to improve your composition skills.  Spe-
cifically, the writing and analysis exercises as part of 
the course are designed to enhance your skills of 
persuasion and argumentation.  You should be able 
to not only identify an effective argument, but also to 
formulate it yourself.  Identifying your audience as a 
writer will also be an essential skill you are expected 
to learn.  We will discuss what is “good” writing and 
what that term even means.  Students in this course 
are eligible for dual enrollment credit through DACC 
for ENG 101. 

Rhetoric 102 

Length:             1 semester 
Credits:             1 credit (3 credit hours of transfera-
ble DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    DACC Placement test, successful 
completion of Rhetoric 101 
 

Description:     This is a writing intensive class that 
specifically deals with your ability to research and 
compose on an academic level.  You will practice the 
reading and analysis of academic texts, while demon-
strating an ability to use those texts to further 
strengthen your arguments.  This class is designed 
to help you become familiar with “academic dis-
course” and be able to follow the formal rules and 
accepted processes of engaging in academic conver-
sations.  Academic discourse is not oral, it is a writ-
ten language that effectively argues one point or 
another.  You will continue to learn how to do effec-
tive research that will contribute to your academic 
discourse.  The use of computers, libraries, librarians, 
and academic journals (found online through the 
DACC website) will be necessary to accomplish these 
research goals.  Students will continue to practice 
research citation (bibliography and quoting sources) 
using MLA format.  Overall, you will learn how to join 
in a structured and formalized conversation that ex-
ists across time.  Students in this course are eligible 
for dual enrollment credit through DACC for ENG 
102 by taking both semester final exams. 

  

   

Forensic Speech 

Length:  1 semester 

Description: This course offers students the oppor-
tunity to learn how to use the voice and body in formal 
and informal situations.  Vocal and physical warm ups will 
be a part of the class to hone students’ presentation 
skills.  Speaking skills included depend upon the presen-
tations being taught, but they typically emphasize effec-
tive presentation of one’s voice and body, thoughtful un-
derstanding and interpretation of literature, logic and 
reasoning, and the organization of thought and support-
ing materials.  Students will do presentations in several 
categories including: formal and informal prepared 
speeches, oral and dramatic interpretation of drama, liter-
ature, and poetry, as well as impromptu speeches. 

 

Creative Writing 

Length:  1 semester 

Description: Creative Writing offers students the op-
portunity to develop and improve their technique and 
individual writing style in poetry, short story, drama, es-
says, and other forms of prose. The emphasis of the 
courses is on writing; however, students also study exem-
plary representations and authors to obtain a fuller ap-
preciation of the form and craft.  
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Drama 

Length:             1 Semester 

Description:     This course is designed for the student 
who is interested in drama and would like to learn the 
basic skills necessary to act in or produce a play.  Prior 
experience is not necessary for success.  Acting, direct-
ing, character development, script and character analy-
sis, improvisation and more will be taught through vari-
ous theater games, activities, and lessons.  This highly 
interactive class will culminate in a project which is a 
final performance of a scene from a play. 

 

 

Theater 

Length:  1 Year 

Description: Theatre is a course that encourages the 
realization, appreciation, and training in the many po-
tential career fields within theatre. Students will build 
and acquire a broad range of skill-sets that are applica-
ble to many fields through hands-on experiences in 
technical and performance based fields. Students will 
experience duet acting, monologues, ensemble acting, 
and create audition portfolios aligned to their area of 
interest. Experiences in the technical side of the field 
will also occur as a part of this course. This includes a 
basic understanding of running a light/sound board, the 
application of stage makeup for various theatrical tech-
niques, and set construction, where students will be 
given a basic understanding of tools and safety for the 
goal of OSHA certification. In addition, students will dive 
into a brief history of theatre that analyzes the great 
works that have shaped its evolution, as well as, the 
racial and political themes that have shaped its history. 
This course is designed for college-bound students who 
are interested in pursuing a career in theatre as well as 
students who wish to broaden their knowledge and 
general skill-sets. Students should expect a demanding 
homework workload that includes hands-on projects, 
quizzes, tests, and performance assessments. Perfor-
mance assessments will complement and be based on 
classroom activities. A high level of understanding in 
analysis and problem-solving is necessary for success in 
this course. Involvement and assistance in school pro-
ductions is encouraged, giving students more owner-
ship and real-world application of the skills they devel-
op in their desired area of interest. 

 Introduction to Teaching 

Length:             1 Semester 

Prerequisite:    2.0 GPA/application, Senior standing 
 

Description:     The goal of this class is to help students 
understand the importance of teaching in our society, 
the skills effective teachers possess, the challenges 
teachers encounter daily, and the rewards of a career in 
teaching.  This class is designed to answer the question, 
“Is teaching really for me?”  A substantial part of this 
class will take place off-campus at a District 118 ele-
mentary or middle school.  Students in Intro to Teaching 
are given the opportunity to observe and co-teach with 
a District 118 teacher.  

 

AVID Elective Description 

Credits:          1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:     AVID application, interview, approval of 
AVID team 
 
Description:      Advancement Via Individual Determina-
tion (AVID) provides the student with a multi-layered 
support system to enhance academic achievement, moti-
vation, and prepare the student for college success. The 
students receive tutorial sessions in the academic areas, 
an emphasis on study skills instruction, and college 
preparation. In addition to the AVID class, students are 
required to be enrolled concurrently in a college prepar-
atory curriculum in the areas of English, math, science, 
and social studies.  
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ENGLISH LEARNER COURSES 

English Learner (EL) courses are designed for 
the acquisition and rapid mastery of the Eng-
lish language, focusing on reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening skills. These courses 
provide an explanation of basic structures of 
the English language, enabling students to 
progress from an elementary understanding of 
English words and grammatical concepts to a 
more comprehensive grasp of various formal 
and informal styles and then to advance to 
“regular” English courses.  

 

EL classes serve as the student’s required Eng-
lish class and may also incorporate other skills 
and academic concepts to help students 
achieve English proficiency. Students will be 
placed in courses based on criteria including 
the student’s grade level and state ACCESS 
scores.  

 

Current course offerings include: 

ESL I   - Freshman and Beginners 

ESL II 

ESL III 

ESL IV 

ESL V 

 

Students are placed in courses based on Eng-
lish language proficiency . 

 Bilingual Support Resource 
 
 
EL English Resource is primarily intended for newcomer 
EL students and students who would benefit from addi-
tional English language support and reinforcement. The 
course provides instruction in basic language skills, and 
integrates reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. 
Additional focus is placed on growing vocabulary 
knowledge and academic skills. Course content depends 
upon students’ abilities and may include vocabulary 
building, improving spelling and grammar, developing 
writing and composition skills, reading silently or aloud, 
and improving listening and comprehension abilities. 
Students take EL Resource by placement only.  
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ART EDUCATION 

Art Fundamentals 

 
Length:                       1 Semester  
Lab Fee:                     $8.00 minimum per semester 
 

Description:   This beginning level course exposes stu-
dents to a range of media and methods including draw-
ing, painting, and mixed media. This course will teach 
students basic art concepts and techniques. This includes 
the principles and elements of Art, basic Color Theory, 
and various mediums and techniques. Students will also 
learn to study artists work closely and incorporate similar 
themes and big ideas into their own art.  

  

Drawing Techniques I 

Length:            1 year 
Lab Fee:          $8.00 minimum per semester 
Prerequisite:    Art Fundamentals  
 
Description:  This Beginning level drawing class is de-
signed to introduce artists to the fundamentals of draw-
ing. Artists will explore the use of line, shape, design, 
value, perspective and composition, with hands on exer-
cises and techniques. Daily and weekly drawing assign-
ments will be used to develop individual skill and works 
of art that encompass the basic relationship of these fun-
damentals. Artists will also explore various motivations 
and influences artists utilize for developing and creating 
their ideas. Once the basic fundamental concepts have 
been achieved, exercises and drawing projects will be 
used to enable the students skills to produce more com-
plex works of art.  
 

Drawing Techniques II  

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:     Drawing Techniques I 
Lab Fee:           $8.00 minimum per semester 
 

Description:  This advanced level drawing course expos-
es students to a range of drawing media, techniques, and 
methods in drawing media. This course will expand upon 
the basic concepts obtained in a Fundamentals course as 
well as the introductory level drawing course. Students 
will establish a broader understanding of Drawing and its 
role in society and daily life. Students will also learn to 
incorporate themes and big ideas into their work.   
  

 

 

Sculpting Fundamentals  

Length: 1 Semester  

Description: This beginning-level sculpture course ex-
poses students to a variety of sculpture techniques, as 
well as basic overview of art history and practices. Stu-
dents will utilize a range of sculptural media and meth-
ods including paper, cardboard, paper mache and ce-
ramics. This course will guide students through basic art 
concepts such as the Elements of Art and Principles of 
Design. This course is a prerequisite for all Sculpture 
Technique courses.  

 

Description:      Sculpture Techniques I 

Length:             1 Year 
Lab Fee:           $8.00 minimum per semester 
Prerequisite:     Sculpting Fundamentals  
 

Description:  This course will prepare students for 
Sculpture Techniques 2 by continuing to develop their 
sculpture techniques and concepts related to paper, 
carboard, fiber, paper mache, and ceramics. Students 
will build on their previous knowledge of art history and 
art applications that they learned in their Sculpture Fun-
damentals course. Students will be expected to explore 
more advanced themes such as identity, politics, and 
culture as they relate to art.  

 

Sculpture Techniques II  

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisites:   Sculpture Techniques I 
Lab Fee:           $8.00 minimum per semester 
 

Description:  This course will prepare students for the 
Advanced Placement Portfolio Course by developing 
complex techniques and concepts related to paper, car-
board, fiber, paper mache, polymer/airdry clay, and ce-
ramics. Students will explore more advanced concepts 
of art history and art applications bridging off what they 
learned in their Sculpture technique 1 course. Students 
will be expected to engage in independent research, 
explore the professional art world, and engage in dis-
cussions with their fellow classmates relating to ad-
vanced topics/themes in art. To better prepare students 
for the demands of Advanced Placement Portfolio 
Course, students will be expected to work independent-
ly and outside of class.  
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2D Art Techniques I 

Length:  1 Year 

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals  

Description: This course will prepare students for 2D Art 

Techniques II by continuing to develop their artmaking 

techniques and concepts related to drawing, painting, 

printmaking, and other various 2D media. Students will 

build on their previous knowledge of art history and art 

applications that they learned in their Art Fundamentals 

course. Students will be expected to explore more ad-

vanced themes such as identity, politics, and culture as 

they relate to the art.  

2D Art Techniques II  

Length: 1 Year 

Prerequisite: 2D Art Techniques I 

Description: This course will prepare students  for the 

Advance Placement Portfolio Course by developing com-

plex techniques and concepts related to drawing, paint-

ing, printmaking, and other various 2D media. Students 

will explore more advanced concepts of art history and 

art applications bridging off of what they learned in their 

2D Art techniques 1 course. Students will be expected to 

engage in independent research, explore the professional 

art world, and engage in discussions with their fellow 

classmates relating to advanced topics/themes in art. To 

better prepare students for the demands of Advanced 

Placement Portfolio Course, students will be expected to 

work independently and outside of class.  

 

 

Painting Techniques I 

Length: 1 Year 

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals 

Description: The beginning level painting class is de-
signed to introduce artists to the fundamentals of wet 
media including water colors/gouache, acrylic, and inks. 
Students will explore mixing, value, and saturation while 
also learning how to apply these concepts to create 
depth and mood in their work as well as the Elements 
of Art and Principles of Design, Daily and weekly paint-
ing assignments will be used to develop individual skills 
and works of art that encompass the basic relationship 
of these fundamental. Artists will also explore various 
motivational influences artists utilize for developing and 
creating their ideas. Once the basic fundamental con-
cepts have been achieved, exercises and painting pro-
jects will be used to enable the students to use these 
skills to produce more complex works of art.  

 

 

Painting Techniques 2 

Length: 1 Year  

Prerequisite: Painting Techniques 1 

Description: This advanced level painting course expos-
es students to a range of painting media, techniques 
and skills. This course will expand upon the basic art 
concepts obtained in a Fundamentals course as well as 
the introductory level painting course. Students will 
establish a broader understanding of painting and the 
techniques associated with each type of wet media as 
well as explore more big ideas and concepts and apply 
them to their art.  
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AP Studio Art 

Length:  1 year 
Prerequisite: 3 high school level art classes including 
Drawing I and Drawing II 
 

Description:  Enrollment in this course is based on 
portfolio review by the DHS Art Department. The AP pro-
gram in Studio Art is for highly motivated students who 
are seriously interested in the study of art and involves 
significant commitment. It is highly recommended that AP 
Studio Art students have taken as many art courses at 
the high school level as possible in their schedule. Stu-
dents will need to work outside the classroom, as well as 
in it, and beyond scheduled periods. The AP Studio Art 
curriculum is available online at 
www.apcentral.collegeboard.com and will be strictly ad-
hered to.  AP Studio Art students may find it beneficial to 
schedule a study hall period for additional studio time 1 
or 2 semesters.   

 

http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com
http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com
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 WORLD LANGUAGE 

French I  

Length:            1 Year 

Description:    French 1 is an introduction to the French 
language and culture.  The emphasis is on oral commu-
nication, both listening comprehension and speaking.  
Students will achieve proficiency through a communica-
tive approach supported by technology, projects, and 
experience.  

  

 

French II  

Length:             1 Year 

Prerequisite:    French 1 

Description:    French 2 is a continuation of French 1.  
Students develop the ability to engage in longer conver-
sational exchanges.  Writing activities focus on the para-
graph.  Strategies for listening comprehension and read-
ing are presented. 

  

 

French III  

Length:             1 Year 

Prerequisite:    French 2 

Description:     French 3 continues the development 
and reinforcement of communication skills and the de-
velopment of reading and cultural awareness.  Students 
are introduced to literature and art. 

 

 

French IV  

Length:             1 Year 

Credit:               1 credit per semester 

Prerequisite:    French 3 

Description:    French 4 is a continuation of French 1-3.  
Major emphasis is on developing fluency in speaking 
and in writing.  Students continue their exploration of 
French literature and culture. Students are introduced to 
French history. 

 

Spanish I 

Length:             1 year 

Description:    Students achieve proficiency in listen-
ing, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish through a 
communicative approach supported by the use of tech-
nology.  Study of basic vocabulary, language structure, 
and culture is emphasized.                          

 

Spanish II 

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Spanish I 
 
Description:    After passing Spanish I, students use 
the communicative approach to improve fluency in oral 
and written language skills while expanding their 
knowledge of various locations in the Spanish-
speaking world.    

 

Spanish III 

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Spanish II 
 
Description:     Students concentrate on polishing con-
versational skills while expanding their vocabulary and 
continuing to develop their grammar, reading, and 
writing skills.   Students will focus on conversational 
skills in Spanish and will complete a variety of fun pro-
jects. 

  

Spanish IV 

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Spanish III 
 

Description:    Students continue to develop reading, 
writing, and conversational skills through the study of 
literature and culture. 
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MUSIC     

Concert Band 

Length:             1 Year (Required) 
Prerequisite:    Participation in middle school instrumental 
music is mandatory and placement by audition in spring of 
previous school year or by permission granted by the direc-
tor. 
 

Description:  Concert Band is the entry-level band ensemble 
at Danville High School. The emphasis of the course is on 
individual skill development and study of the core band rep-
ertoire at the grade two and a half to three grade level. Re-
quired examinations on all major and natural minor scales 
are part of this course. Participation in concerts and special 
programs during and after school is an integral and required 
part of the course. Participation in music department fund-
raisers is also required. 

  

Symphonic Band 

Length:             1 Year (Required) 
Prerequisite:     Placement by audition in spring of previous 
year. 
Description:     Symphonic Band is the second level of band 
ensemble at Danville High School. The emphasis of the 
course is continued individual skill development and study 
of the core band repertoire at the grade three and four level. 
Required examinations on all major, natural minor, and har-
monic minor scales are part of this course. Participation in 
concerts and special programs during and after school is an 
integral and required part of the course. Participation in mu-
sic department fundraisers is also required. 

 

Wind Ensemble 

Length:         1 Year (Required) 

Prerequisite: Placement by audition in spring of previous 

year and evidence of private instruction 

Description:     Wind Ensemble is the highest level of band 

ensemble at Danville High School. The emphasis of the 

course is continued individual skill development and study 

of the core band repertoire at the grade four, five, and six 

level. Required examinations on major scales and all minor 

scales are part of this course. Participation in concerts and 

special programs during and after school is an integral and 

required part of the course. Participation in music depart-

ment fundraisers is also required. Private instruction is high-

ly recommended. 

Percussion Ensemble 

Length:          1 Year (Required) 
Prerequisite:  Participation in middle school instrumen-
tal music is mandatory and placement by audition in 
spring of previous school year or with director permis-
sion.  Students must be able to read standard music 
notation.  
 

Description:     Students in percussion ensemble at Dan-
ville High School will study the core percussion reper-
toire at the grade two, three, and four level. The empha-
sis of the course is also on skill development in rudimen-
tary snare drumming and mallet technique. Participation 
in concerts and special programs during and after school 
is an integral and required part of the course. Participa-
tion in music department fundraisers is also required. 
Students need to have a stick bag, drumsticks and mal-
lets. 

  

String Orchestra  

Length:            1 Year (required) 
Prerequisite:    Successful completion of middle school 
orchestra, or consent of instructor (see below). 
 

Description:     String Orchestra provides students with 
previous string experience an opportunity to continue 
their development as musicians.  The focus of instruction 
will be in the areas of string pedagogy and music litera-
cy.  Students may be asked to provide supplemental 
materials to help facilitate learning in these areas.  String 
Orchestra is a performing ensemble, and as such, will 
participate in several concerts, festivals, and other 
events throughout the school year.  Successful comple-
tion of the course requires participation in all perfor-
mances.  On occasion, students who are new to playing 
a string instrument have joined string Orchestra.  Their 
concurrent studies with a private teacher have made this 
possible.  A large ensemble class like String Orchestra is 
not conducive to private study, and is not the appropri-
ate setting to learn a new instrument. 
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Symphony Orchestra 

Length:            1 Year (required) 
Prerequisite:    Admittance by audition, or consent of 
instructor. 
 

Description:    Symphony Orchestra is the premier 
string performing ensemble at Danville High School.  In 
addition to regularly scheduled performances, the Sym-
phony Orchestra is often called upon to act as musical 
ambassadors for the school and community.  Students 
will be expected to keep sufficient practice habits in or-
der to maintain the highest performing standards of the 
group.  Symphony Orchestra will participate in several 
concerts, festivals, and other events throughout the 
school year.  Successful completion of the course re-
quires participation in all performances.  Periodic travel 
and other special events may require student participa-
tion in Instrumental Music Boosters fundraising events. 

 

Singing Vikings  

Length:            1 Year (REQUIRED) 
Prerequisite:    Freshman standing 
 

Description:     Singing Vikings is a training level 
mixed choir.  Class work will focus on developing basic 
music and performance understanding.  Participation in 
school concerts and community performances are an 
important and required part of the course. 

 

Contemporaires  

Length:            1 Year (REQUIRED) 
Prerequisite:    Vocal and dance audition held in March 
for incoming freshmen through senior students. 
 

Description:     This all-female ensemble is comprised 
of students in grades 9-12.   Students must make an 
annual commitment to after school and daily rehearsals. 
The group learns a high energy and vocally challenging 
competition show in the fall to perform for the spring 
competitions, as well as performing typical jazz con-
cert/choral/ works. A show choir fee must be paid dur-
ing the fall to help cover the costs of costumes. Partici-
pation in Choral Department fundraisers is required. 
This group will perform at community, school, and com-
petitive performance venues. 

 

Danville Delegation 

Length:            1 Year (REQUIRED) 
Prerequisite:    Vocal and dance audition held in March 
for incoming freshmen through senior students. 
 

Description:     This mixed ensemble is comprised of 
students in grades 9-12. Students must make an annu-
al commitment to after school and daily rehearsals. The 
group learns a high energy and vocally challenging 
competition show in the fall to perform for the spring 
competitions, as well as performing typical jazz con-
cert/choral works. A show choir fee must be paid dur-
ing the fall semester to help cover the cost of cos-
tumes. Participation in Choral Department fundraisers is 
required. This group will perform at community, school, 
and competitive performance venues. 

 

Chamber Ensemble 

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Previous or current enrollment in a curric-
ular string orchestra 
 

Description:     Chamber ensemble provides string stu-
dents with the opportunity to be arranged into a small 
string duo, trio, quartet, or quintet. This allows students 
to focus on learning how to play in a small, self-run en-
semble with the potential to be sent out to play gigs in 
the community as necessary. Students will be expected to 
participate in Chamber Concerts throughout the year to 
showcase their learning.  
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Madrigals/Vocal Jazz 

Length:            1 Year 

Prerequisite:    Vocal audition held in March for in-
coming freshmen through senior students. 

 

Description:     This advanced mixed ensemble is 
comprised of students in grades 9-12. The group 
learns a vocally challenging show in the fall to per-
form for the Madrigal Dinner in December, as well as 
performing choral works. Participation in Choral De-
partment fundraisers is required. This group will per-
form at community and school events. The ensemble 
will cover vocal jazz literature in the spring semester. 

 

Music Theory 

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:    At least one year experience in high 
school band, choir, or orchestra; must be enrolled in 
a curricular performance ensemble 
 

Description:     This course will introduce students to 
the theory of music and music composition, providing 
them with the skills needed to read and write music 
notation, as well as to understand, analyze, and listen 
with purpose.  The course will also use ear training 
and sight-singing techniques to reinforce identifica-
tion and analysis skills.  It will cover material such as 
pitches and scales, intervals, clefs, rhythm, form, me-
ter, phrases and cadences, harmony, part-writing, and 
full composition. 

 

Music History and Its Influence on Popular 
Music 

Length:             1 Semester 

Description:     This course explores the relationships 
between early music and the popular music of today.  
Areas of study include contemporary pop culture and 
its influences from early to modern music.  The 
course will use extensive listening examples from all 
eras to reinforce students’ ability to identify musical 
influences in the context of the popular music they 
enjoy today. 

 

 

Introduction to Classical Guitar 

Length:            1 Semester 
Fee:    Guitar use fee (if needed) 

 
Description:     This one-semester course is designed 
for students with any level of guitar experience.  Stu-
dents will receive guidance and direction in solving 
problems related to playing the guitar at a beginning 
level and will learn many of the different styles, skills 
and techniques required to become a successful guitar-
ist.  Areas of concentration include: correct posture, not 
reading, aural skills, flat-picking, singing songs, rhyth-
mic patterns, chord study, finger-picking styles, musical 
forms, improvisation and performing experiences.  Stu-
dents may use their own personal acoustic guitar but 
guitars are available for classroom rental.  Electric gui-

tars will not be accepted. 
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Army Junior Reserve Officers’ Training 

Corps (AJROTC) 

 
Army Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (AJROTC) 
if offered to students in the 9th through 12th grades.  
There is NO military service obligation.  The AJROTC 
program prepares high school students for responsi-
ble leadership roles while making them aware of their 
rights, responsibilities, and privileges as American 
citizens.  The program is a stimulus for promoting 
graduation from high school and provides instruction 
and rewarding opportunities that benefit the student, 
community, and nation. 

            Each AJROTC unit is structured along the 
lines of an Army unit to develop student leadership at 
each grade level under the direct supervision of the 
instructors.  The scope, focus, and content of the in-
struction is sequential; it reflects and builds on the 
previous year’s curriculum.  In addition to the empha-
sis placed on citizenship and leadership, the develop-
ment of communication skills, the incorporation of 
historical perspectives, the requirement for competi-
tiveness in physical fitness and military skills and the 
significance of service learning are emphasized.  Stu-
dents are guided by experienced leaders who help 
them develop self-awareness, confidence, the neces-
sary skills to be good leaders and understand their 
potential. 

            All enrolled students are required to wear 
the Army JROTC uniform at least once a week as 
specified by the Senior Army Instructor.  While wear-
ing the uniform, students must meet the Army’s ap-
pearance and grooming standards.  Any student who 
dislikes wearing the JROTC uniform and meeting the 
appearance/grooming standards should not enroll in 
the program.  All students will be screened at the end 
of each semester and will only be readmitted to the 
program with the approval of the Senior Army In-
structor.  

            Students completing three years of AJROTC 
may enter the active service at advanced pay grades, 
may receive advanced credit in Senior (college) ROTC 
and may enhance opportunities for scholarship or 
acceptance at one of the US Service Academy. 

 Leadership Education and Training (LET) 1 

Length:             1 Year 

Description:    This course includes Introduction to 
Army JROTC, Leadership Theory and Application, Foun-
dations of Success, Lifetime Wellness, Fitness and First 
Aid, Geography and Earth Science, Citizenship and 
American History, Personal Finance, Service Learning, 
and US Government. 

  

Leadership Education and Training (LET) 2 

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite:     LET 1 and approval of Senior Army 
Instructor 
 

Description:   This course includes an intermediate 
level of instruction in the subjects begun in the first 
year. 

  

Leadership Education and Training (LET) 3 

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    LET 2 and Instructor approval 
 

Description:   This course provides advanced-level in-
struction in the subjects taught in the first and second 
year AJROTC.  Emphasis is placed on how the various 
factors (communications, problem solving, decision 
making, planning and supervision) affect a cadets’ 
effectiveness as a leader.  Cadets are given increased 
opportunities to demonstrate leadership skills in the 
Cadet Battalion organization.  In addition, cadets are 
exposed to opportunities available to them to enter the 
military as an officer, the steps that should be taken to 
apply/enroll in a college and how to obtain information 
about the various types of colleges and universities. 
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Leadership Education and Training (LET) 4 

Length:             1 Year 

Prerequisite:    LET 3 and Instructor approval 

 

Description:   This advanced level AJROTC caps three 

years of progression in every phase of AJROTC.  Students 

selected for this course have demonstrated proficiency in 

LET 3 and are presented with the challenge to study self-

paced and to complete the exercises, case studies and 

vignettes in the programmed text.  In addition, the stu-

dents are taught techniques of command and staff proce-

dures through text and practical exercises. Students 

demonstrate their ability to perform briefings, instructional 

teaching and serve as mentors to the LET I Cadets. 
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Three years of math are required for graduation at 

Danville High School.  According to state mandates, 

students must successfully complete six (6) semesters 

of mathematics, including one year of Algebra I  and 

one year Geometry, in order to graduate from high 

school.  

Students are encouraged to take four years of math 

and compete for Math Honors.  Math Honors requires 

that students take seven semesters of math at DHS 

through Precalculus with at most one semester of a 

grade of “B” and all other semesters with a grade of 

“A”. Math placement of freshmen is based on 8th 

grade teacher recommendation, student grades, and 

8th grade assessment scores. 

 

Algebra I 

Length:   1 Year 
Prerequisite:  Placement based on 8th grade assessments 
and teacher recommendation 
 

Description:  Students will identify functions and their char-
acteristics, set up and solve equations and inequalities, 
graph linear functions, write linear equations, write and 
solve systems of linear equations and inequalities, perform 
operations on and factor polynomials, and solve quadratic 
functions. The TI-30XIIS calculator is required for this 
course. 

 

Geometry        

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Successful completion of Algebra I 
 

Description:  Students will learn about points, lines, planes, 
angles, circles, polygons, the relationships of congruence 
and similarity, and parallel and perpendicular lines.  Algebra 
1 concepts are used extensively in Geometry.  A TI-30XIIS 
calculator is required for this course. 

 

 

 

Geometry Honors         

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    B or higher in Algebra 1 and teacher 
recommendation.. Can be taken concurrently with Hon-
ors Algebra 2 with department chair approval. 
 

Description:  Students will learn about points, lines, 
planes, angles, circles, polygons, the relationships of 
congruence and similarity, and parallel and perpendicu-
lar lines. Topics are taught more in depth than the reg-
ular Geometry course. Advanced Algebra 1 concepts 
are used extensively in Honors Geometry.  The TI-30XIIS 
calculator is required for this course. 

 

 

GeoCon (Geometry in Construction) 

Length:  1 Year (This is a double-blocked 
course) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of an Algebra 1 
Credit: 2 credits per semester (one for Geometry, one 
for Construction) 
 

Description:   Students will complete ALL Geometry 
standards, as well as learn basic home building and 
maintenance skills, utilizing multi-step problem solving, 
green building techniques, technical writing and com-
munication skills, as well as develop their own interest 
in construction-related careers. The TI-30XIIS calculator 
is required for this course. 
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Algebra II 

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Successful completion of Algebra 1 and 
Geometry. 
 

Description:     This course does NOT prepare students 
for AP PreCalculus.  Algebra II builds upon the skills and 
techniques of Algebra 1 and introduces students to new 
functions including quadratic, rational, radical, polynomi-
al, and trigonometric. The TI-84 calculator is suggested 
for this course. 

 

Algebra II Honors 

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite:    B or higher in Algebra 1 and Geometry 
AND teacher recommendation. 
 
Description:     Students planning on taking AP PreCal-
culus MUST take Honors Algebra 2.  Honors Algebra 2 
builds upon the skills and techniques of Algebra 1 and 
introduces students to new functions including quadratic, 
rational, radical, logarithmic,  polynomial, exponential, 
and trigonometric, as well as imaginary numbers and 
working with the unit circle. The TI-84 calculator is re-
quired for this course. 

 

PreCalculus  

Length:             1 Year 

Prerequisite:    Successful completion of Algebra II.  

 

Description:     This course does NOT prepare students 
for AP Calculus.  PreCalculus builds upon the skills and 
techniques of Algebra II and introduces students to new 
topics such as composition of functions, inverse func-
tions, higher order polynomials, regression formulas, and 
advanced work with rational, radical, exponential, and 
logarithmic functions, solving advanced systems of equa-
tions, and matrices. The TI-84 calculator is required for 
this course.  

 

 

AP PreCalculus 

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite:     C or higher in Honors Algebra II 
 
Description:   Students planning on taking AP Calculus 
MUST take AP PreCalculus. AP PreCalculus builds upon 
the skills and techniques of Algebra II Honors and in-
troduces students to new topics such as composition of 
functions, inverse functions, higher order polynomials, 
regression formulas, and advanced work with rational, 
radical, exponential, and logarithmic functions, evaluat-
ing trigonometric functions with radian angle measure, 
and solving trigonometric equations and identities. The 
TI-84 graphing calculators are required for this course. 
Students are required to take the AP PreCalculus exam 
in the spring (paid for by DHS/District 118). 

 

College Prep Math: Quantitative Literacy  

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:     Algebra II AND successful completion 
of three years of math at the high school level.  
 
Description:      Math course framework designed to 
prepare and transition students directly into college 
and career pathways requiring general education col-
lege level math competencies in quantitative literacy 
and statistics. Topics include numeracy, application 
based algebraic topics, and functions and modeling. A 
grade of C or higher in the course will result in auto-
matic placement in a statistics class or lower at any 
community college or certain 4 year universities in the 
state of Illinois. 

 

College Prep Math: STEM  

Length:            1 semester 
Prerequisite:     Algebra II AND successful completion 
of three years of math at the high school level.  
 

Description:   Students will study topics in linear, 
quadratic, rational, radical, and exponential functions. 
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AP Calculus AB  

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite: B or higher in AP PreCalculus 
 

Description:    Students will learn about limits and conti-
nuity of functions, differentiation, applications of the deriv-
ative, integration, and applications of the integral. All con-
cepts will be taught via numerical, graphical, analytical, 
and verbal representations. Students are expected to work 
collaboratively throughout the course. The TI-84  calculator 
is required for this course. Students are required to take 
the AP Calculus exam in the spring (paid for by DHS/
District 118). 

 

Statistics (possible dual enrollment w/ DACC) 

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Completion of Algebra II 
 

Description:     Students are introduced to the major con-
cepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing con-
clusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad 
conceptual themes: exploring data patterns and departures 
from patterns, sampling and experimentation, exploring 
patterns with probability and simulations, and statistical 
inference via parameters and testing hypotheses, The TI-
84 calculator is required for this course. Students have the 
option of taking the AP Statistics exam in the spring (paid 
for by DHS/District 118). 

  

 

Math Topics   

Length:            1 Year                   
Prerequisite:     Successful completion of Algebra I and 
Geometry AND senior standing.  
 

Description:      This is not a college preparatory class.  
Students will explore real-world application of various 
math topics.  Concepts may vary based on student inter-
est.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HEALTH, DRIVERS ED 

Beginning with the Class of 2028, Physical Edu-
cation is a graduation requirement. Each stu-
dent will need to take 3 credits of physical edu-
cation in order to meet the requirement. Per the 
State of Illinois, students must be daily enrolled 
in PE,  except students who have athletic or ac-
ademic waivers. 

PE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Medical Excuses: 

1.  To attain credit for Physical Education, stu-
dents must have fully participated in a minimum 
of 60% of the daily classes in any one semes-
ter.  

2. Participation requirements can be met even 
with a medical excuse, if the doctor allows it. 
For example, a student with a broken finger can 
participate in all activities that do not require 
use of the injured hand. Students have the re-
sponsibility of informing the teacher that he/she 
may participate in certain activities. 

3. Students may make up P.E. classes missed 
due to a medical excuse by attending sessions 
after school or written reports.  Students must 
take the initiative to make arrangements with 
the teacher. 

4. If the medical excuse is lengthy and students 
cannot make up the time, then the P.E. require-
ments may be waived by the principal. No credit 
will be issued. 

Dress: 

A variety of fitness activities and vigorous sport 
activities are a part of the curriculum in Physical 
Education.  All students are required to change 
clothes for class.  The required dress is: 

• Athletic shirt with sleeves. 
• Athletic shorts or pants 
• Athletic shoes. 

 

Physical Education 

Length:             1 Semester 
Credit:             1 credit per semester 
 

Description:    Comprehensive goals of the physical edu-
cation curriculum emphasize the physical, mental, emo-
tional, and social aspects of living a healthy and fit life. 
The main goal is that our students will gain a knowledge 
and appreciation of the worth of physical fitness that will 
in turn, contribute to an individual’s quality of life. In addi-
tion, by offering a variety of team and individual recrea-
tional sports activities along with swimming, we hope to 
encourage a carryover into participation as an adult and 
lifelong learner. Our activities are designed to allow group 
interaction to enhance the social and emotional develop-
ment of the students. 

• Freshmen are required to take one year of Physical 
Education. Sophomores take one semester of Health, 
nine weeks of Driver’s Education and nine weeks of 
Consumer Economics/Personal Finance. 

• Buddy/Adaptive PE is offered and a selection process 
is made based on IEP’s and teacher selection of bud-
dies. Class size is limited.  Students may only partici-
pate in this class for two semesters. 

• ·Juniors and seniors may have input on selecting some 
of the following activities: 

 PE – Individual and Team Sports 

 Fitness Center 

 Weight Training 

 Fitness Dance 

 Adv. Women’s Weight Training 

 Adv. Swimming 
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Health  

Length:             1 Semester 

Description:    Health & Wellness program is divided 
into the following units:  Mental, Emotional, Family and 
Social Health, Human Growth and Development, Nutri-
tion, Diet and Weight Education, Infectious and Nonin-
fectious Diseases, Sexually Transmitted Diseases and 
AIDS Education, Drug Education, First Aid and Safety, 
Community and Environmental Health.  A combination of 
teaching methods will be used, which include direct in-
struction, poster projects, power point projects, video 
projects, audiovisual resources, guest speakers, home-
work, group projects, vocabulary, and chapter tests.  
This course will provide students with comprehensive 
information about health that will benefit their overall 
wellness and improve their quality of life. 

 

Fitness Dance 

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:     Junior or Senior standing 
 

Description:  Fitness Dance is a dance class that fo-
cuses on intentional movement, physical fitness, and 
having fun.  Students do not need any dance back-
ground to participate.  We do a number of  different 
types of  dances. Some examples are hip hop, aerobics, 
step aerobics, tap, yoga, and guided meditation. Come 
join us.  Let’s get fit and have fun! 
 

 

Swimming 

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or Senior standing 
 

Description:  Students will learn about the benefits 
of swimming, mechanical principles, basic skills and 
strokes, pool safety, water safety, boat safety and swim-
ming etiquette. Assessment tools will include self-
assessments, oral questioning and observation of in-
class performance.  The goal is for students to under-
stand and apply swimming fundamentals and practices 
in water safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fitness Center  

Length:  1 Semester  
Prerequisite: Junior or Senior standing 
 

Description: The purpose of this course is to help 
students develop a personal fitness and exercise pro-
gram consistent with a healthy lifestyle.  The course is 
taught in the Fitness Center and utilizes treadmills, el-
liptical machines, a series of resistance exercise stations 
and stationary exercise bikes.  Instruction is provided 
on general fitness, safety, and proper use of the fitness 
equipment.  General fitness testing and development of 
individualized fitness programs are provided for each 
student. 

Sports Medicine 

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or Senior standing 
 

Description:     Sports medicine is an introductory 
course designed for students interested in athletic 
training, physical therapy, medicine, fitness, exercise 
science, nutrition, EMS, or any other related medical 
and/or sports field. This appealing, high-level course 
includes class work and practical hands-on application 
in the following areas: fitness/conditioning/strength 
programs, prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation of 
sports injuries, taping and wrapping of injuries, first 
aid/CPR, emergency procedures, nutrition, sports psy-
chology, anatomy and physiology, and sports medicine 
careers. 

Weight Training 

Length:             1 Semester 

Description:  The purpose of this class is how to 
properly and safely lift weights.  Students will also learn 
lifting principles, techniques, safety and application for 
general lifting and athletic purposes.  The class utilizes 
free weights, dumbbells and some cable machines. 
  
 

Advanced Weight Training 
 
Length:     1 Semester 
Prerequisite: Weight Training (“C” or better), Prefer-
ence given to athletes. Grades 11-12, Exceptions re-
quire approval of teacher. 
 
Description: Advance weight training class is for high 
school students focuses on specialized training de-
signed for athletic purpose, often building on a founda-
tional weight training course.  
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DRIVER EDUCATION 

State rulings limit the issuance of a driver’s license 

until a person is 18 years of age unless he or she 

has successfully completed the high school course 

of Driver Education. A license can be issued at age 

16 if students meet the completion of high school 

courses. A total of one-half credit can be allowed 

toward graduation. The Illinois director of safety 

education recommends that enrollment in the 

classroom phase of Driver Education should be 

restricted to students who are fifteen by the time 

they complete the coursework. Danville is an equal 

opportunity school and all students have the right 

to take all courses. 

  Danville High School also opens its doors 

and provides classroom and behind the wheel for 

all local, private school students, home schooled 

students and senior citizens who wish to partici-

pate in the course work. 

The classroom phase of driver education 

implements professional people from society who 

come to class and speak and who will help our stu-

dents to deal better with their responsibilities as a 

16 year-old driver, i.e., a Danville policeman; Peggy 

Johnson, County Coroner; an insurance agent with 

State Farm; a State Trooper, a representative from 

the Secretary of State’s office and a motorcycle 

safety course provided by A.B.A.T.E. The auto safe-

ty phase is scheduled by the Guidance Department.  

A driver education instructor schedules all 

driver education, First Baptist, GED, and home 

school students for behind the wheel instruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

Auto Safety 

Length:   Fifteen Weeks (9 weeks of classroom and 
6 weeks of Laboratory Instruction) 
Credit:               ,5  credit for classroom phase 
 

Prerequisite:    Students must be enrolled in high 
school and receive a passing grade in at least eight 
courses during the previous two semesters prior to 
enrolling in a driver education course.     
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Foundations in Scientific Practices  

Length:  1 Year 

Credit:   1 credit per semester 

  

Description:  This required course for Freshman is an 
integrated approach to science that focuses on the 
critical science skills necessary to engage in higher 
level science courses. This course will build a founda-
tion based on the science and engineering practices of 
asking questions, developing and using models, plan-
ning and carrying out investigations, analyzing and 
interpreting data, using mathematics and computation-
al thinking, constructing explanations, engaging in 
argument from evidence and obtaining, evaluating, 
and communicating information.  

 

Zoology 

Length: 1 Semester 
Prerequisite:    10-12 grade, minimum 1 credit in 
Biology or currently enrolled in Biology 

 

Description:     Zoology is a semester long laboratory 
course.  Labs will include dissections.  In this course, 
you will examine how animals are classified and how 
they behave.  You will learn how different animals in-
teract in a variety of environments, looking at topics 
such as mating habits and competition.  The course 
will examine the key physiological differences among 
many groups of animals as well as proper nomencla-
ture for the major taxonomic groups.           

*This course involves required dissections, see dis-
section policy for more information. 

 

*DISSECTION POLICY: 

Students not wanting to participate in dissection must 
have a letter of release signed by parent/guardian and 
student and should be returned within three (3) weeks 
of entering class. Alternative assignments may include, 
but are not limited to analyzing models, watching vide-
os, computer software/ virtual labs, and research re-
ports.  

 

 

 

 

 

Botany 

Length:  1 Semester 
Credit:   1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:    1 credit in Biology or Biology Honors 
 
Description:     Botany is the scientific study of 
plants and their relationship to the environment. In 
this course, students investigate the growth, repro-
duction, anatomy, morphology, physiology, biochem-
istry, taxonomy, genetics, and ecology of plants. This 
course is designed for college-bound students. Stu-
dents should expect a demanding daily homework 
load as well as projects, quizzes, tests, and laborato-
ry write-ups. Laboratory and outdoor experiences 
complement classroom activities. A high level of un-
derstanding in problem-solving and scientific meth-
ods is necessary for success in this course.  

 

Earth Science  

Length: 1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Foundations in Scientific Practices 

Description: Earth Science is a semester-long labora-
tory course that covers topics relating to the sur-
rounding physical world. Mineralogy and the cycling 
of the various rock substrate types will include a lab 
practical. Plate tectonics and it interrelationships 
among volcanism and earthquakes will include vari-
ous projects. The atmosphere and its circulation shall 
be covered and will form basic building blocks of 
weather patters before its exploration. Paleontology 
and oceanology are other possible topics.  

Evaluation: Evaluation is based on homework, lab 
reports, class discussions, quizzes, and tests.  

 

Conceptual Physics 

Length:  1 semester 
Credit:    1 credit 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Description:  Physics is the recommended science 
course for all juniors designed to address the physics 
components of Next Generation Science Standards. 
Topics addressed will include but are not limited to: 
Newton’s laws of motion, energy, momentum, and 
waves. This will be a conceptual based class and an 
emphasis is placed on hands-on application of the 
concepts in a lab setting whenever possible.  
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Biology and Biology Honors 

Length:  1 year 
Credit:    1 credit per semester 
 
Description:  This class is a laboratory class and  top-
ics include, but not limited to, homeostasis, cell divi-
sion, genetics, ecology, natural selection, photosynthe-
sis, and cellular respiration. 

 

Chemistry and Chemistry Honors 

Length:   1 year 
Credit:     1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:  None 
Honors Prerequisite:  Passed Biology and passed 
Algebra with a B or higher. 

Description:  This class includes such topics as atomic 
theory, chemical reactions, periodic table concepts, 
bonding, gas laws, moles, and stoichiometry. Emphasis 
is placed upon problem solving skills. These skills are 
learned in both class activities and in the approximate-
ly weekly laboratory activities where data handling and 
the proper use and care of scientific instruments are 
involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

AP Biology 

Length:  1 year 
Credit:   1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing and com-
pletion of Biology and Chemistry with a B or above 
OR teacher recommendation.   
 

Description:  AP Biology is an advanced biology 
course open to advanced juniors and seniors who 
wish to prepare for the College Board Advanced 
Placement Examination in Biology in the spring of the 
school year, earning college credit, as well as, credit 
toward graduation from high school.  The course is 
designed according to College Board guidelines, with 
rigor and expectations of high proficiency. Class em-
phasis is placed on molecular biology, cells, heredity, 
evolution, diversity of organisms, and ecology. 
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AP Chemistry 

Length:   1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing, Chemistry with 
a B or better or recommendation from the Chemistry 
teacher, and enrolled in or completed Algebra2/Trig.  
 

Description:   AP Chemistry is an advanced chemistry 
course that covers the material for first year college level 
chemistry and prepares students for the College Board 
Advanced Placement Examination in chemistry given in 
the spring of the school year.  This course is designed 
according to College Board guidelines, with rigor and 
expectations of high proficiency.  Class emphasis is placed 
on molecular structure, kinetics, thermodynamics, equilib-
rium, electrochemistry (oxidation-reduction), and various 
types of chemical reactions.  The lab component is 25% 
or more of the class time. A minimum of 16 labs are part 
of the curriculum, typically up to 22 labs will be complet-
ed Aug-April, with detailed lab reports to be completed 
for each. Students may earn college credit by taking and 
passing the AP exam in the spring. Students interested in 
a career in medicine, veterinary sciences, dentistry, phar-
macy, engineering, or other science fields should consider 
taking this course. 

 

AP Environmental Science 

Length:   1 Year 
Credit:    1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion Biology and Alge-
bra with a B or better or teacher recommendation, en-
rolled in or completed Chemistry (concurrent enrollment 
in chemistry requires teacher recommendation) 
Junior or senior standing, Honors Chemistry or Chemistry 
1-2 with a B or better or teacher recommendation, and 
enrolled in or completed Algebra II/Trig. 
 

Description:     AP Environmental Science students will 
engage in the scientific principles, concepts, and method-
ologies required to understand the interrelationships of 
the natural world. The course requires students to identify 
and analyze natural and human-made environmental 
problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these 
problems, and examine alternative solutions for resolving 
or preventing them. Environmental science is interdiscipli-
nary, embracing topics from geology, biology, environ-
mental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and 
geography.      

 

 

 

 

AP Physics 

Length:   1 Year 
Credit:    1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:  Juniors and Seniors who have com-
pleted Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II 
 

Description:    AP Physics is an advanced course 
that covers the material for first year college level 
physics and prepares students for the College Board 
Advanced Placement Exam in physics given in the 
spring.  This course is designed according to College 
Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations of high 
proficiency. The study of physics and its applications 
is basic and vital to all students whatever their edu-
cational goals. The content of the course is geared to 
give students an understanding of the physical laws 
and their application to everyday occurrences. Topics 
presented may include, but are not limited to, motion 
in one and two dimensions, forces, energy, momen-
tum, sound, light, static and current electricity, and 
magnetism. 

 

 

Human Physiology and Anatomy 

Length: 1 Year 

Credit:   1 credit per semester 

Prerequisite:    1 credit in Biology 

Description:     Human Physiology and Anatomy is 
an introductory course taught on a relatively high 
level. The course covers the systems of the human 
body, their structures and functions; tissues of the 
body; and genetics. Some laboratory work is re-
quired, to include dissections.  This course can be 
taken as a full year or either semester can be taken 
independently as a semester course. 

*This course involves required dissections, see dis-
section policy for more information. 

. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

World History 

Length:          1 Year 

Description:   Social Studies covers briefly the periods we 
have come to designate as Ancient, Medieval and Modern 
History and the common activities of man in all parts of 
the world in these times. Through the study of these ac-
tivities students will strive to understand the problems of 
today. Map reading and reports are included. 

 

World History Honors 

Length:            1 Year 

Description:     The format of Social Studies HONORS will 
be basically chronological with heavy emphasis placed on 
the detailed investigation of selected events. Besides 
events selected by students or indicated by their interest, 
other topics may also be pursued. Some goals of the 
course will include the following:  

1.       To encourage students to see themselves as citi-
zens of the world. 
2.       To enhance research skills. 
3.       To think critically. 
4.       To help students “connect” the world of the past 
with the world of the present and consider possibilities 
for the future. 

 

AP Human Geography 

Length:            1 Year 

Description:   The Advanced Placement (AP) Human Ge-
ography course is a learning experience equivalent to that 
obtained in most college introductory human geography 
courses.  Students should possess strong reading and 
writing skills and be willing to devote substantial time to 
study and to the completion of class reading and writing 
assignments.  The course content includes a systematic 
study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface.  
Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis 
to examine human social organization and its environ-
mental consequences.  They also learn about the methods 
and tools geographers use in their science and practice.  
Emphasis is placed on analytical writing exercises in prep-
aration for the College Board Advanced Placement Hu-
man Geography exam in May.  Students must take the 
exam (paid for by D118). 

 

 

 

 

 

United States History  

Length:             1 Year 
Credit:               1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:     Junior standing 
 

Description:   United States History is a required 
American History course. Topics selected for study will 
include colonial America, the American Revolution, the 
developing nation, the Civil War, the Depression, the 
World Wars and post-war America.  

 

AP United States History 
 

Length:            1 Year 

Prerequisite:    Junior standing 

 

Description:   The Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. His-

tory course is a rigorous, fast paced and challenging 

course designed to be the equivalent of a full-year 

introductory college U.S. History survey course.  Stu-

dents should possess strong reading and writing skills 

and be willing to devote substantial time to study and 

to the completion of class reading and writing assign-

ments.  The course content is vast.  AP U.S. History is 

a chronological study of American history from pre-

Columbian to present times through literature, text-

books, primary source documents, videos/movies, ob-

servations, discussions, cultural/social investigation, 

cooperative learning, and a heavy emphasis on analyt-

ical writing exercises in preparation for the College 

Board Advanced Placement U.S. History exam in May.  

Students who receive a score of 3 or better on the AP 

Exam could possibly receive college credit. 

 

United States History 1 (HIST 151) 
Length:        1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Junior standing, DACC’s dual enrollment 

requirements 

 

Description:  Examination of American society from its 

colonial and indigenous foundations through the Civil 

War era with emphasis on periods of conflict and 

change.  Students in this course are eligible for dual 

enrollment credit through DACC for HIST151. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Minority History 

Length:           1 Semester 
Prerequisite:   Junior or senior standing; Sophomores who 
passed World History are eligible with a recommendation 
from their WH teacher. 
 

Description:    Explore the often overlooked narratives, 
achievements, and struggles of diverse communities, foster-
ing a deeper understanding of the impact of minorities in 
the United States.  Engage in critical discussions, analyze 
historical perspectives, and gain insights into the resilience 
and contributions of marginalized groups.  Among those 
studied will be Black Americans, Native Americans, Latin 
Americans, and Asian Americans. 

 

Sociology  

Length:           1 Semester 
Prerequisite:   Junior or Senior standing 
 

Description:    This course delves into the study of social 
structures, institutions, and interactions, offering a compre-
hensive exploration of how individuals shape and are 
shaped by their social environments.  Through insightful 
analysis and engaging discussions, students will develop a 
sociological imagination, examining the complexities of cul-
ture, inequality, and social change.  Gain valuable perspec-
tives to navigate and understand the dynamics of the di-
verse communities that make up our global society.   

 

Modern World Issues  

Length:   1 Semester 

Description:   Covers Post WW II with focus on hot spots 
such as the Middle East, Northern Ireland, former USSR. Al-
so a closer look at the Vietnam War and American Politics, 
class discussion, library research and student presentations 
are required. 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Civilization I (HIST 111) 

Length:  1 Semester 
Credits:            1 credit (3 credit hours of transferable 
DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore-Senior standing 
 

Description:    For History 111, students would study 
the roots of Western Civilization from the ancient times 
(Greece, Rome, etc…) through the Renaissance. The first 
semester will focus on the Judeo-Christian and Greco/
Roman foundations of Western Civilization and the 
foundations of long standing cultural and religious con-
flicts developing from these ideologies. The year-long 
course is an examination of Western Civilization from its 
Middle Eastern tradition to the scientific and political 
revolutions of the 17th century, with emphasis on cul-
tural crisis, conflict, and change to the Western Civiliza-
tions in the Modern World. This course is designed to 
prepare students for the analytical, reading, and writing 
skills required to be successful in college. Through 
small group work, the course will examine primary 
source material, explore the role of historiography in 
shaping worldviews and policy, and aid students in ac-
quiring the skills necessary to read academic literature.  

 

Western Civilization II (HIST 112) 

Length:             1 Semester 
Credits:             1 credit (3 credit hours of transferable 
DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    Sophomore-senior standing, Successful 
completion of Western Civilization I 
 

Description:    For History 112, students would study 
the Early Modern roots of Western Civilization from the 
Reformation to the Modern World with particular focus 
on the rise of nation/states and the cultural crisis, con-
flict, and change to the Western Civilizations in the 
Modern World. With Western Civilization I (History 111) 
the spring semester course is designed to prepare stu-
dents for the analytical, reading, and writing skills re-
quired to be successful in college. Through small group 
work, the second semester course will continue to ex-
amine primary source material, explore the role of histo-
riography in shaping worldviews and policy, and aid 
students in acquiring the skills necessary to read aca-
demic literature. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

United State History 2 (Hist 152) 

Length:        1 Semester 

Prerequisite: Junior standing, DACC’s dual enrollment 

requirements 

 

Description:   An appraisal of American society in a 
world context from the post-Civil War era to the present.  
Emphasis on topical and thematic analysis in a chrono-
logical framework.  Students in this course are eligible 
for dual enrollment credit through DACC for HIST152. 

 

Government  

Length:            1 Semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or Senior standing 
 
Description:      Government is a one-semester course 
that examines the structure, purpose, and operation of 
the local, state, and national governments.  Topics in-
clude principles of representative government, patriot-
ism, proper use and display of the American flag, and 
elections/voting methods. The Constitution Test covering 
the state and national constitutions is a major assess-
ment in the course and must be passed to fulfill gradua-
tion requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution Test 
will result in a student having to retake the course.  

 

AP Government 

Length:            1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Junior or Senior standing 
 
Description:   The course is designed according to Col-
lege Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations of 
high proficiency. Government AP is a class designed to 
challenge the academically talented student to reflect 
upon his or her role as a citizen. The content of the reg-
ular government course is studied, although at a faster 
pace, and additional projects, field trips, papers and 
readings are assigned. The Constitution Test covering 
the state and national constitutions is a major assess-
ment in the course and must be passed to fulfill gradua-
tion requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution Test 
will result in a student having to retake the course.   

 

 

Psychology   

Length:           1 Semester 

Prerequisite:   Junior or Senior standing 

Description:     This course is designed for students 
who have a sincere interest in exploring the possibility 
of pursuing a career in a field that is related to Psy-
chology. The course will cover a large amount of intro-
ductory material. This material will be taught using a 
college level text at a speed that will require effective 
study habits and reading skills. A primary emphasis of 
this class will be to provide students with experiences 
that approximate those commonly found in college 
class activities. This course is for students who are not 
afraid to think, who are self-motivated, and who are 
not afraid of challenges. 

 

AP Psychology 

Length:           1 Year 
Prerequisite:    Junior or Senior standing 
 

Description:     The course is designed according to 
College Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations 
of high proficiency. The AP Psychology course is de-
signed to introduce students to the systematic and 
scientific study of the behavior and mental processes 
of human beings and other animals. Students are ex-
posed to the psychological facts, principles, and phe-
nomena associated with each of the major subfields 
within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and 
methods psychologists use in their science and prac-
tice.  Students in AP Psychology are required to take 
the AP exam in May. 

 

World Geography 

Length:             1 Semester 

Description:   World Geography is a one semester 
course that includes map reading, and the study of 
climate, topography, and geopolitical divisions with an 
emphasis on the relationship between people and the 
environment. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMMING 

Learning Strategies  

Length:       1 Year 

Description:  Learning Strategies is a course designed 
for students to complete research based interventions in 
their deficit areas of learning. Students are also given the 
opportunity to work on homework and receive additional 
support on their academics if needed.  

 

Resource 

Length:          1 Year 

Description:    This course is designed to give support 
to students with their core subjects.  Students will be 
expected to fill out agendas, get regular grade checks, 
work on homework, study for quizzes and tests, and stay 
organized.  Specialized instruction to reduce discrepancy 
of identified deficit areas is provided. 

 

Social Skills I & II 

Length:             1 Year 
 

Description:    Social Skills leads the students in im-
proving and developing relationships with others, in-
cluding family members and peers. An emphasis is 
placed on values, decision making, and goal setting. 

 

Community Education I 

Length:             1 Year 

 

Description:      Community Based Education I activities 
include community safety, grocery shopping, general 
shopping, eating out, using public transportation and 
public services. The students are trained in natural envi-
ronments using a systematic approach. 

 

Community Based Education II 

Length:             1 Year 
 

Description:    Community Based II emphasizes commu-
nity activities including Danville Area Community College, 
the YMCA, YWCA, and Village Mall. Activities will include 
the fitness center, computer lab, library and college cen-
ter. 

 

 

 

 

 Vocational Education I 
 
Length:             1 Year 
 

Description:     In Vocational Education I, the stu-
dents are assigned to in-school jobs to gain work 
experience. Regular schedules of work and specific 
tasks are assigned. The emphasis of the training is to 
build the students' beliefs in their ability to work, as-
sessing what types of tasks they are able to perform 
independently, and their task preferences. 

 

Vocational Education II 

Length:              1 Year 
 

Description:    In Vocational Education II, the stu-
dents are assigned to jobs in school or in the commu-
nity to gain work experience. Regular schedules of 
work and specific tasks are assigned. The emphasis of 
the training is to build the students' beliefs in their 
ability to work, assessing what types of tasks they are 
able to perform independently, and their task prefer-
ences. 

 

Related Secondary Transitional Experience Pro-
gram (Related S.T.E.P.) 
Length:           1 year 
Prerequisite:  IEP; student must be enrolled in the 
Secondary Transitional Experience Program (S.T.E.P.) 
 
Description:   This course is designed for students 
enrolled in Secondary Transitional Experience Pro-
gram (S.T.E.P.). Class time includes discussion of spe-
cific successes and/or problems encountered by stu-
dents as they participate in their on-the-job training. 
Emphasis is placed on developing practical ways for 
students to be successful on their jobs. Units covered 
include:  social skills on the job, appropriate work 
habits and behaviors, using public transportation, 
money management, job-seeking skills and career 
interests. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMMING 

Secondary Transitional Experience Program 
(S.T.E.P.) 
 
Length:          1 Year 
Credit:            1 credit per semester 
 
Prerequisite:  Consent of parent is necessary and all stu-
dents must be approved by the Prevocational Coordina-
tor and by the Office of Rehabilitation Services. Enroll-
ment is also contingent upon a work site being available. 
Students must be at least 16 years of age with at least 
Junior credits. 
Description:   This course is actual on-the-job work expe-
rience at various locations in the community. 

 

 

 

 

  


