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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,

Welcome to Riverview High School’s Course Selection Guide for the upcoming school year!
Our faculty and administration have thoughtfully prepared this guide to support students and families in planning
for both academic success and future career goals. Inside, you’ll find detailed course descriptions, graduation
requirements, career pathway options, college and career planning resources, and other helpful information
designed to guide you through the decision-making process.

Each year, choosing your courses is one of the most important steps you’ll take in shaping your high school
experience — and your future beyond it. Thoughtful choices now can open doors to exciting opportunities later.
We encourage you to explore this guide carefully and take full advantage of the resources available to you.
Your guidance counselor is here to help every step of the way. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with questions or
for personalized advice as you navigate your options.

         Warm regards,

                               
                                Jennifer Furkas                                               Ryan DiBrano

                                      Principal                                                         Assistant Principal
                                                          jfurkas@riverviewschools.com                      rdibrano@riverviewschools.com



Diploma Requirements

Students who transfer into the district are eligible to graduate provided they have met all district graduation
requirements. This policy intends to allow students who transfer into or out of the district during their senior year to

transfer their accumulated credits and graduate, provided the former high school is in agreement. However, a student
who transfers into the district during their senior year is not eligible for graduation honors.

To graduate and participate in commencement and other graduation activities, students must meet the
following requirements:

Complete all standards outlined in the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC).
Complete the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) or an equivalent state-approved assessment during their
four years of high school attendance.
Completed a FAFSA application

These requirements ensure that every student demonstrates proficiency in the core academic areas established
by the State of Michigan and is fully prepared for postsecondary opportunities.

Graduation Requirements



Graduation Honors Honors Courses

In addition to traditional classroom-based instruction, students may earn credit through the following
opportunities:

Academic Consortium
The Downriver Career Technical Consortium (DCTC) has established an academic consortium for students in
the nine participating school districts. The purpose of the consortium is to expand access to high-level
coursework, including Advanced Placement, world languages, fine arts, and other unique course offerings.
Juniors and seniors from the participating high schools are eligible to enroll in consortium classes.

Dual Enrollment Credit
Students who complete a course offered by a Michigan postsecondary institution may receive high school
credit and/or college credit, provided all dual enrollment guidelines are met.

Dual Enrollment Notice of Eligibility
Public Act 160 (1996) and Public Act 258 (2000), known as the Postsecondary Enrollment Options Act,
require school districts to support students with tuition and fees for approved courses at eligible Michigan
public or private colleges and universities. Below are the primary eligibility guidelines:

Flexible Learning Options

1.  Students in grades 9 through 12 may take up to ten postsecondary courses.

2.  Students can qualify for dual enrollment by taking an assessment and achieving the minimum qualifying
score on that assessment.

3.  388.155 Rule 5 (2) the acts do not prohibit a district from supporting any pupil regardless of eligibility
under these acts. A district may elect to support college-level courses or career preparation courses for any
pupil if it is in the best interest of the pupil



4.  Students must be enrolled in both the eligible school (public or private) and the eligible postsecondary
institution during the local school’s regular academic year and must be enrolled in at least one high school
class.

5.  The college courses cannot be a hobby, craft, or recreation course, or in the subject areas of physical
education, theology, divinity, or religious education.

6.  School districts are required to pay an amount equal to the prorated percentage of the statewide pupil-
weighted average foundation allowance, based on the proportion of the school year that the eligible student
attends the eligible postsecondary institution. This amount is subject to change due to college tuition
fluctuations. Any charges above this allowance are the responsibility of the student’s family. Eligible charges
include tuition and mandatory course fees, material fees, and registration fees required by an eligible institution
for enrollment in the course. Eligible charges do not include transportation or parking costs or activity fees.

7.  If, for any reason, a student does not receive college credit for a course or drops a course after the
postsecondary institution’s posted drop date, the student is required to repay the District any funds that were
expended for the course that were not already refunded by the eligible postsecondary institution.

8. The student must notify their counselor if a dual enrollment class has been dropped.

Credit Awarding

Students earn ½ high school credit for every 3 (or more) college semester credits.

At enrollment, students must indicate whether the course will count for high school credit, college credit,
or both.

If the grade is reported on the high school transcript, it will be included in the student’s GPA.

An honor point is awarded for any dual enrollment course that is transferable to a four-year degree
program.

Maximum Number of Dual Enrollment Courses Allowed Per Year

Based on the grade level at which the student begins dual enrollment
✦ Cannot exceed 10 courses over years 11 and 12 without written agreement by the post-secondary institution and RCSD



Dual Enrollment Process

1.Student meets with their counselor to discuss eligibility, scheduling options, and appropriate course
placement.

2.Student enrolls in eligible course(s) at a postsecondary institution.

3.Student notifies the counselor of successful enrollment and provides a copy of the postsecondary
institution’s accounting statement so the class schedule can be updated.

4.Following the postsecondary institution’s drop date, the district will be billed. The district will pay the
required allowance; the student is responsible for any remaining balance.

Transportation
The Riverview Community School District does not guarantee or provide transportation for all dual enrollment
or career technical preparation courses. Please consult your counselor for available options.

Course Posting
College courses taken in spring → posted in 1st trimester

College courses taken in fall → posted in 2nd trimester

College courses taken in winter → posted in 3rd trimester

Eligible Institutions
Eligible dual enrollment opportunities include state universities, community colleges, or independent nonprofit
degree-granting colleges/universities located in Michigan that comply with dual enrollment requirements.

Repeating Courses

Required Courses: Students who fail a required class must retake it and earn a passing grade to meet
graduation requirements. A retaken class that earns a passing grade will have the former failing grade (E)
changed to H and excluded from the cumulative GPA.

Optional Retakes: Students may retake a class to improve understanding or grades. The improved grade
will be included in the transcript and cumulative GPA. The former grade will be recorded as CR (credit,
not included in GPA). If the new grade is lower, both grades remain on the transcript.

Test-Out Provision

Riverview Community High School shall grant high school credit for any course to a student who is enrolled in
the school but not in the class, provided the student demonstrates a reasonable level of mastery of the course
content. Mastery may be shown by achieving a grade of C+ (77%) or higher on a summative exam, or by
demonstrating proficiency through the course’s designated assessment as outlined in the district syllabus, which
may include a portfolio, performance, paper, project, presentation, or final exam. Credit earned in this
manner will count toward fulfilling the requirements for the subject area and for any applicable course
sequence. Such credit will be recorded as a “Pass” (CR) and will not be included in the student’s grade point
average.



Credit

Test-Out Guidelines and Procedures

Test-out credit counts toward graduation requirements and course sequences.
Test-out credit is recorded as Pass (CR) and does not affect GPA.

1.Students must apply for a test-out opportunity via the RCHS counseling department.
2.Application deadline: Friday before Memorial Day weekend each year.

a.Each student has one opportunity per course.
3.Test-out results are recorded as CR on the transcript.
4.Test-outs are scheduled one day during the last week of August.
5.Course textbooks and outlines are available upon request for test preparation.
6.Major projects, portfolios, or research papers may be required as part of the test-out.

a.All RCHS required courses are available for test-out except state-required civics courses and
English 12C. 

b.Electives are not eligible.
7.For year-long courses, students must take all exams and achieve C+ (77%) or better on each.

Admission to Universities
Admission requirements vary across universities and colleges, the Counseling Department strongly
encourages all students to research the institutions they may be interested in attending. Different
post‑secondary schools may require specific high school courses as prerequisites. Exploring your options
now will help you make informed decisions, choose the right college‑preparatory classes, and set long‑term
academic and career goals.

College Athletics

For students considering participating in college sports, please visit the websites below for more
information regarding NCAA and NAIA eligibility: 

https://www.ncsasports.org
https://play.mynaia.org



Career Pathways

According to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, there are more than 12,000 career options to consider.
To help students navigate these options, careers are grouped into six pathways based on shared characteristics.
Careers within each pathway often require similar interests, strengths, and competencies. Each pathway includes
occupations spanning the full range of educational requirements, providing opportunities for students of all
ability levels.

By identifying one or more pathways of interest, students can begin to connect school subjects with future career
goals. Exploring these pathways helps students discover careers that align with their personal interests, skills,
and abilities. Additionally, this exploration supports the creation of a personal educational development plan and
guides students in selecting courses that are most relevant and beneficial to their long-term goals.



Student Support
Students may request to meet with their counselor at any time by stopping by the counseling office or
submitting a request directly through Schoology.

Parents may contact the Counseling Office directly by calling 734‑285‑7361 and using the following
extensions:

Riverview High School is dedicated to promoting mental health awareness and prioritizing the well-being
of all students. Any student experiencing emotional or social concerns is encouraged to seek support from a
trusted staff member.

Outside Resources for Students in Crisis

► In an emergency, call 911
► 24/7 Crisis Text Line: text HOME to 741741
► New Oakland Family Services 24-hr. emergency: 1.877.800.1650
► 24-hour Violence/Abuse support through HAVEN: 248. 334.1274
► National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1.800.273.8255
► National Drug Helpline: 1.800.378. 4435

Opportunities at RCHS
SAT Testing and Test Prep
AP Courses/ CP Courses

Military/College Presentations
Career/College Planning

Xello
Scholarships
PSAT Testing

Dual Enrollment
Job Shadowing

Career Technical Education
RTI – Response to Intervention 



How RCHS Counselors Support Student Success
RCHS counselors help support students achieve success in school by:

Promoting positive attitudes toward self, family, and community.
Providing individual and group counseling to help students understand and appreciate their unique
qualities and grow personally and socially.
Supporting students in developing an individual academic success plan.
Designing and delivering classroom guidance lessons that teach skills such as healthy decision-making,
conflict resolution, and respect for others.
Assisting students in connecting their school performance to future career opportunities.
Collaborating with students, parents, administrators, and teachers to identify and remove barriers to
student achievement.
Empowering students to take control of their personal growth, quality of life, and satisfaction.
Recognizing and endorsing special abilities, talents, and interests.
Building strong, supportive relationships with students is essential to their success.
Engaging the support and participation of school personnel, parents, guardians, outside agencies, and the
wider community.

RCHS counselors support students in preparing for their future by:

Helping students develop personal awareness and explore career goals.
Providing career planning and guidance to support preparation for post-secondary opportunities.
Assisting students in developing communication and interpersonal skills to relate effectively with others.
Delivering a comprehensive, developmental guidance program that benefits all students K–12.
Supporting students in learning to thrive, work, and live successfully in today’s society

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us”  
Ralph Waldo Emerson



Maintain a strong academic schedule
Focus on college preparatory courses
Practice consistent study habits to achieve good grades
Research career opportunities
Use Xello during fall and winter in English classrooms
Get involved at RCHS
Join clubs, sports, fine arts, leadership programs, and other activities
Prepare for state assessments
Take the Official PSAT 9 in April at RCHS
Sign up for Khan Academy to strengthen your preparation
Explore post-secondary options
Research colleges and discuss future opportunities
Consider volunteer work to gain experience and build your résumé
Keep records of achievements
Track activities, awards, and accomplishments
Review and update your Xello timeline regularly

9th

Maintain a strong academic schedule
Enroll in accelerated or advanced classes in subjects where you excel
Continue career exploration
Use Xello assessments in English classrooms to research career
pathways
Explore Career-Technical Education (CTE)
Attend the CTE Expo in early winter, hosted by DCTC (Downriver
Career Technical Consortium)
Research and visit colleges
Begin attending college fairs and campus visits if you haven’t already
Prepare for state assessments: take the Official PSAT 10 in April at
RCHS
Engage in volunteer and community opportunities
Build relationships through service and stay active in school clubs,
extracurriculars, and community involvement
Keep records updated
Track activities, awards, and accomplishments
Regularly update your Xello timeline

10th

Four-Year Calendar: Preparing for Post-Secondary Options



Maintain a strong academic schedule
Continue with accelerated or advanced classes in subjects where you
excel
Engage in college readiness activities
Attend College Night in the fall and/or spring
Meet with college representatives who visit Riverview Community
High School
Prepare for state and college entrance assessments
Take the PSAT in October
Take the MME in April, which includes:
College entrance exam (SAT)
Work-readiness assessment (WorkKeys)
Re-take the SAT in April or June to improve your score
Explore career and college options
Continue research using Xello
Visit college campuses during spring or summer
Take advantage of virtual tours available on Xello
Stay involved and develop leadership skills
Participate in school clubs, extracurriculars, and community activities
Seek opportunities to be a leader both on campus and in the
community
Build and maintain your record of success
Keep track of activities, awards, and accomplishments
Update your résumé regularly
Prepare for transcript requests
Create an account on Parchment.com to send transcripts to colleges

11th

Four-Year Calendar: Preparing for Post-Secondary Options (Continued)



College Preparatory Timeline
🍂 Fall
Finalize your college search and career interests using Xello
(www.xello.com).
Review senior materials in English classrooms for updates on
admissions, scholarships, and important notices.
Register for and take the ACT or SAT if you want to improve a previous
score.
Attend College Nights at various locations.
Schedule campus visits — many colleges offer special fall visiting days
for high school students.
Meet with college, military, and trade school representatives who visit
RCHS.
Request letters of recommendation from teachers if required for
applications.
Apply online to your chosen colleges or participate in on-site admissions
(goal: October 31).
Use Parchment to submit transcripts to colleges.
File the FAFSA online between October 1 – February 1.
Research and apply for scholarships before deadlines.

❄️ Winter
Attend financial aid workshops offered in fall and winter.
Apply for Hall of Fame Scholarships (starting in November, if
applicable).
Submit completed financial aid forms to the appropriate
colleges/agencies.
Continue researching and applying for scholarships before deadlines.
Review your Student Aid Report (SAR) from each college where you
submitted the FAFSA.

🌸 Spring
Stay strong academically — colleges expect consistent grades on your
transcript.
Apply for local scholarships in early March (forms available in the
counseling office).
Decide which college to attend and pay your deposit by May 1.
Meet with college representatives for orientation dates, housing,
financial aid, and scheduling.
Notify colleges you do not plan to attend.
Finalize preparations for Honors Night, Portfolio Night, and Graduation.

12th

Four-Year Calendar: Preparing for Post-Secondary Options (Continued)
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SOME COURSES AT RIVERVIEW COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL ARE OFFERED BIENNIALLY

ODD YEARS
COURSES OFFERED IN SCHOOL YEARS THAT START IN AN ODD‑NUMBERED CALENDAR YEAR (E.G., 2025–2026, 2027–2028)

EVEN YEARS
COURSES OFFERED IN SCHOOL YEARS THAT START IN AN EVEN‑NUMBERED CALENDAR YEAR (E.G., 2024–2025, 2026–2027)

📅 EXAMPLE: THE 2025–2026 SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS IN FALL 2025, WHICH IS AN ODD‑NUMBERED YEAR. 

English Language ArtsEnglish Language Arts
Social StudiesSocial Studies

ScienceScience
MathematicsMathematics

General StudiesGeneral Studies
World LanguageWorld Language

Life Management EducatoinLife Management Educatoin
Business & Computer TechnologyBusiness & Computer Technology

Physical EducationPhysical Education
Fine ArtsFine Arts

Special EducationSpecial Education
Career Technical Education (CTE)Career Technical Education (CTE)



English Language Arts
Students must complete four years of English standards



English Language Arts



English Language Arts



English Language Arts



English Language Arts



9th9th 10th 11th 12th

American History Government
&

Economics

World History
OR

CP World History

Recommended
4  yearth

Social Studies Elective

STANDARD

9th9th 12th

CP World History Government
&

Economics

AP American History Recommended
4  yearth

Social Studies Elective

ACCELERATED

10th 11th

Social Studies
Students must complete standards in American History, Government, Economics, and World History



Social Studies



Social Studies



Social Studies



Science
Students must complete Biology, one of Chemistry/Physics/Anatomy & Physiology, plus one additional Science.
Physical Science may be replaced by an accelerated pathway.

The acronym STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. It is the process of teaching that integrates these four disciplines to
promote real-world experience, teamwork, and the authentic application of technology. Additionally, it promotes discovery, problem-based learning,
and project-based learning. STEM is supported by the National Science Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education. As we continue to expand
our curriculum, our current classes, as well as newly created ones, will better prepare our students for careers in these crucial areas.

RCHS is proud to promote STEM education



Science



Science



Science



9th9th 10th 11th 12th8th8th

OR

Geometry

Geometry
CP Geometry

Algebra I

Math 8

CP Algebra II

Algebra I Algebra II
CP Algebra II

Senior Math
2 Math Related Courses
Precalculus
AP Statistics
College Algebra

Precalculus Calculus
College Algebra
AP Statistics

9th9th 10th 11th 12th8th8th
ACCELERATED

STANDARD

Mathematics

The acronym STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. It is the process of teaching that integrates these four disciplines to
promote real-world experience, teamwork, and the authentic application of technology. Additionally, it promotes discovery, problem-based learning,
and project-based learning. STEM is supported by the National Science Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education. As we continue to expand
our curriculum, our current classes, as well as newly created ones, will better prepare our students for careers in these crucial areas.

RCHS is proud to promote STEM education



Mathematics



Mathematics



World Language
According to the Michigan Merit Curriculum, students will need to successfully complete two credits, or
equivalent learning experiences, of a world language in grades K-12. As part of a college preparatory
program, we recommend that students take at least three (3) credits in a foreign language. 
*The second world language credit may be earned by completing one additional VPAA credit (2 terms) or
by completing an approved CTE Program



World Language



Life Management Education
It is the purpose of the Life Management department to successfully prepare our students as workers, family
members, and community members with the necessary decision-making abilities and research techniques
needed to be successful. Our classes provide a hands-on approach as well as an emphasis on group learning
and technological tools for learning.



Life Management Education



Business and Computer Technology

The acronym STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. It is the process of teaching that integrates these four disciplines to
promote real-world experience, teamwork, and the authentic application of technology. Additionally, it promotes discovery, problem-based learning,
and project-based learning. STEM is supported by the National Science Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education. As we continue to expand
our curriculum, our current classes, as well as newly created ones, will better prepare our students for careers in these crucial areas.

RCHS is proud to promote STEM education

All students must successfully complete the standards in Computer Applications.

The Business and Computer Technology Department prepares students for tomorrow’s workforce by
combining career‑ready skills with those needed for everyday life. In an era of virtual offices, teamwork, and
online business transactions, office procedures are constantly evolving. Our goal is to stay aligned with these
changes and meet them as opportunities to equip students with relevant, practical skills.



Business and Computer Technology



Business and Computer Technology



Physical Education

The acronym STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. It is the process of teaching that integrates these four disciplines to
promote real-world experience, teamwork, and the authentic application of technology. Additionally, it promotes discovery, problem-based learning,
and project-based learning. STEM is supported by the National Science Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education. As we continue to expand
our curriculum, our current classes, as well as newly created ones, will better prepare our students for careers in these crucial areas.

RCHS is proud to promote STEM education

Students must successfully complete the standards outlined in physical education and health courses to meet
graduation requirements.



Physical Education



Physical Education



Fine Arts
The Fine Arts Department curriculum offers classes in vocal music, instrumental music, and art. The State of
Michigan requires each student to fulfill 1 credit of Fine Arts as a condition of graduation. 

The Arts are a valuable and integral part of the developmental processes of the well-rounded individual. They
are the primary means of perceiving, of learning, of knowing, and of feeling, as well as aiding in the
development of essential critical thinking skills. 

Every individual has an inherent interest in aural and visual experiences. The students of Riverview High
School are thus given the opportunity to investigate, expand and develop their interests in these experiences by
taking classes in the Fine Arts Department. 

Instrumental and vocal music classes provide the opportunity for students to improve their musical aptitude
and also allows for a large number of student performance opportunities. 



Fine Arts



Fine Arts



Special Education
Enrollment in special education courses requires that students have an active Individualized Education
Program (IEP).



Special Education



General Studies
Enrollment in special education courses requires that students have an active Individualized Education
Program (IEP).



General Studies



Career Technical Education

11th and 12th-grade students enrolled in any of the nine DCTC districts may participate in career and
technical education programs offered at the nine-member high schools. Transportation is provided unless
otherwise noted in the program description. Most programs are designed as two‑year sequences, beginning in
the junior year and continuing through the senior year. Many programs also offer the opportunity to earn
college credit while still in high school through articulation agreements with local colleges, giving students a
head start on their postsecondary education and career pathways.

DOWNRIVER CAREER TECHNICAL CONSORTIUM

The acronym STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. It is the process of teaching that integrates these four disciplines to
promote real-world experience, teamwork, and the authentic application of technology. Additionally, it promotes discovery, problem-based learning,
and project-based learning. STEM is supported by the National Science Foundation and the U.S. Department of Education. As we continue to expand
our curriculum, our current classes, as well as newly created ones, will better prepare our students for careers in these crucial areas.

RCHS is proud to promote STEM education



Career Technical Education



Career Technical Education



Career Technical Education



Career Technical Education



Career Technical Education



Career Technical Education



Career Technical Education



Career Technical Education
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Vision

Beliefs

RCHS staff will impart knowledge to graduate lifelong learners
who will be productive in a global society

Students learn best when they are actively engaged in the learning process
A successful student links new information with existing knowledge in a
meaningful way.
Students learn best when our staff maintains high expectations for learning.
A successful student creates and uses a variety of thinking and reasoning
strategies.
Curriculum needs to incorporate a variety of learning activities to
accommodate differences in students' learning.


