
Parent Advisory Council For Exceptional Students

P.A.C.E.S



https://forms.gle/Nj2SWi2gQydHiMa67

https://forms.gle/Nj2SWi2gQydHiMa67


● Introduction of CCPS team members
● Statement of Purpose of P.A.C.E.S
● Membership
● Meeting Norms 
● Reading and Math Resources- Pre-K (Tikia Jeffrey)
● Reading and Math Resources- Elementary and Middle School 

(Kanethia Henderson)
● Reading and Math Resources- High School (Jessica Doss)
● Tapestry- Guest Speaker
● Announcements

Agenda



INTRODUCTION 
OF DISTRICT 

STAFF



DES Compliance Coordinator

Mrs. Adiaha Johnson, 
Secondary Coordinator



Mrs. Trina Smith, 
Director of the Department 

of Exceptional Students

Dr. Lisa Thomas, 
Assistant Director of the 

Department of Exceptional 
Students

Leadership Team

https://www.clayton.k12.ga.us/departments/special-education/special-education-administrative-staff




The DES Family Liaisons…

● Are representatives of the Georgia Department of Education's 
Parent Mentor Partnership program and parents/guardians of 
children with disabilities 

● Bridge any gaps between families and the school district
● Facilitate, communicate, and collaboration with parents
● Promote parent engagement within the district and community
● Provide training and resources
● Lead P.A.C.E.S meetings

Family Liaison Role and Responsibilities 



Parent Advisory Council for Exceptional 
Students  

P.A.C.E.S is a committee made of volunteer 
parents who represent the interests of the school 
community and are a valuable bridge between the 
Department of Exceptional Students (DES) and 
parents of students with disabilities.

Objective: To establish a proactive 
communication process between parents and 
DES,  and to promote family engagement and 
support for students with disabilities.

P.A.C.E.S



● Advise and Support

● Develop community awareness

● Coordinate family engagement and resources

● Collaboration with school representatives

● Maximize student empowerment

● Continuous improvement in our program 

Goals 



Members and attendees of P.A.C.E.S must be:

1) parents or guardians of students with disabilities and IEP 
services currently enrolled in Clayton County Public Schools

or

1) Students with an IEP, age 18 or older, whose educational 
rights have transferred to them 

Membership Guidelines



Individuals acting in the roles below are not eligible to be P.A.C.E.S 
member or participant:

● Lawyers
● Advocates
● Community Officers
● Vendors
● District Employees that are not a parent of a student with a disability 

(may be invited as a guest speaker)

Membership Guidelines



Guest Speaker- Tikia Jeffrey

Preschool students and Family Resources

Decal (Bright From the Start)

Georgia Department of Early Care and 
Learning

Frogstreet

https://www.decal.ga.gov/InstructionalSupports/Default.aspx?m
https://families.decal.ga.gov/family/UsefulLinks
https://families.decal.ga.gov/family/UsefulLinks
https://parents.frogstreet.com/


Guest Speaker- Kanethia Henderson

CONTENT AREA RESOURCE LINKS

All Subjects ● Khan Academy - https://www.khanacademy.org/
● MAP Family Toolkit -  https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
● Georgia Standards of Excellence 

English Language 
Arts

● Elementary: Improving Learning at Home 
● Secondary:  ELA Test Preparation Tools

Mathematics ● First In Math: Welcome
● First In Math: Family Link
● Make Math Count Georgia Videos
● Bedtime Math

Science ● Parental Involvement In Science - National Science Teacher 
Association 

● 10 Questions A Science Teacher Wishes A Parent Ask
● How Today's Students Learn Science

FAMILY RESOURCE 
GUIDE

The resources listed 
can provide support to 
parents and students in
 improving your child’s 

achievement in the 
identified content areas. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.nwea.org/family-toolkit/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OakPzrJF0Yu7BY18wyDVRJL2F8btXHLf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bLHXtACNAdNL1rDeddAIIKKxrCz3YRwT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A-co4t1m3qK8r-zBZ801QerEjzc1ER2L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_EhCUGGamIpjEsZxLnHQXT65QstMu4o5/view?usp=sharing
https://www.gpb.org/education/make-mathematics-count-ga
https://bedtimemath.org/category/daily-math/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vTAcE9PxmZQMSOkCx7peRAENsKOFcLHi/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vTAcE9PxmZQMSOkCx7peRAENsKOFcLHi/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L8caFgrGeytz4tLNay9k6W0qmHnb7C-1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YpK6No50_XquQnugWRjgjP-jaWpNm4QS/view?usp=drive_link


Guest Speaker- Jessica Doss

MATHEMATICAL 
PRACTICES

The Mathematical Practices describe the reasoning behaviors students should develop as they build an 
understanding of mathematics – the “habits of mind” that help students become mathematical thinkers. There 

are eight standards, which apply to all grade levels and conceptual categories.



These mathematical practices describe how students 
should engage with the mathematics content for their 
grade level.



Helpful Resources

Make Mathematics Count

GaDOE Assessment Resources for Mathematics

GA K-12 Mathematics Parent Letters

Mathematical Resource Companions for Supporting Students with Disabilities

First In Math: Welcome

First In Math: Family Link

Make Math Count Georgia Videos

Bedtime Math

https://www.gpb.org/education/make-mathematics-count-ga
https://www.gaexperienceonline.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BSakFSOrHE4ROzr9xO88QoCm6aMUzdGP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cLilNOv736ow4N5EUKw16gX703DK63os/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A-co4t1m3qK8r-zBZ801QerEjzc1ER2L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_EhCUGGamIpjEsZxLnHQXT65QstMu4o5/view?usp=sharing
https://www.gpb.org/education/make-mathematics-count-ga
https://bedtimemath.org/category/daily-math/


Literacy development is a vital part of your child’s overall development. It’s the foundation for doing well at 
school, socializing with others, problem-solving, making decisions, developing independence, managing 

money and working.

Reading and Literacy



Helpful Resources
Reading: 

CommonLit

ReadTheory

ReadWorks

Newsela

ELA:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bLHXtACNAdNL1rDeddAIIKKxrCz3YRwT/view?usp=sharing

https://www.commonlit.org/
https://readtheory.org/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bLHXtACNAdNL1rDeddAIIKKxrCz3YRwT/view?usp=sharing


Tapestry Representative: Maria Kepler

Tapestry Charter School

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1s5TvU-O30cfxhm9n_bdULnBfHmUhRlmh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108850510902738055656&rtpof=true&sd=true


UPCOMING EVENTS and Announcements



PACES MEETINGS FOR 2025-2026

02/26-Discussion Topics
03/26 (Face to Face) Power Up Workshop

Announcements



https://www.clayton.k12.ga.us/departments/special-education/family-liaisons

Family Liaison 

https://www.clayton.k12.ga.us/departments/special-education/family-liaisons




Parent Survey 

Your Opinion Counts! 
To improve outcomes for children with disabilities, the Georgia Department of Education is required to survey the families of students receiving 
special education services. 

This is an opportunity for your voice to be heard. The feedback you share will help guide local schools' efforts to improve Special Education 
services and results for children and 
families. 

The survey is available online on the Georgia Department of Education website. You may enter the following direct link into your browser - 
https://survey.gadoe.org/SPEDParentSurvey, or you may utilize the QR Code provided below: 

https://survey.gadoe.org/SPEDParentSurvey


GaDOE Parent Survey



https://forms.gle/Nj2SWi2gQydHiMa67

https://forms.gle/Nj2SWi2gQydHiMa67


THANK YOU

Q & A



THANK YOU
“Before you leave, help us create a better culture by completing the questionnaire.


