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60 Years of Opportunity

Bridging Communities: Project Concern to Open Choice

1966

"L, Project Concern
a| g [=] Launches

One of the nation’s first voluntary
school desegregation programs,
initiated by Trude Mero Johnson
and Dr. Alexander Plant and
managed by the Hartford Board
of Education—opening suburban
school access to Hartford students.

1989
Sheff v. O’Neill Filed

A landmark lawsuit challenges racial
and economic isolation in Hart-
ford’s public schools.

1996
“:@ A Historic Ruling

The Connecticut Supreme Court

mandates state action to reduce racial
and economic segregation,

in public education.

2026
60 Years Strong C

1982

Leadership & Growth

Mary Carroll Kennedy becomes

the first Director of Project Concern,
strengthening leadership and
guiding program expansion.

1996 S
A Historic Ruling

The Connecticut Supreme Court
mandates state action to reduce
racial and economic segregation
in public education.

1998

Open Choice Program Begins

Project Choice evolves into Open Choice,
expanding voluntary interdistrict access
across the Hartford region.

2016 o
50 Years of Impact. _{Z A
Five decades of opportunity,

advocacy, and access celebrated.
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