
Volusia AI Academy 2026
  “Creating life-long learners prepared for an ever-changing global society.”



at the heart 
of AI use

Volusia AI Academy 2026

Virtual Kick-Off: Volusia’s AI plan & 

overview of AI Academy

Capstone Event & Preview new tools at 

Volusia LEARNS!

“Student Facing” Tools for 

Personalized Learning, Part 1

“Student Facing” Tools for 

Personalizing Learning, Part 2
“Teacher Facing” Tools for 

Planning Instruction, Part 1

Tools for Creative Marketing & 

Design Ideas

Administrative Tools for Efficiency with 

Docs & Data
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“Creating life-long learners prepared for an ever-changing 

global society.”
Achieve an “AI Accomplished” microcredential, become a Tech Showcase Classroom and earn up to 13 in-service credits.

Virtual, MyPGS #116830              

Mainland HS, MyPGS #116831                 

Mainland HS, MyPGS #116832    

Olson Training Rm, MyPGS #116833     Registration for VolusiaLEARNS! AI Academy sec#TBD

Olson Training Rm, MyPGS #116836                  

Mainland HS, MyPGS #116835                 

Mainland HS, MyPGS #116834                  

“Teacher Facing” Tools for 

Planning Instruction, Part 2

All clerical (C), instructional (I) and district (D) staff are encouraged to participate. Sessions are labeled with target audience. 

Go to MyPGS for session descriptions and register. Choose to attend one or all sessions. ALL are WELCOME!

The ITS EdTech team is ready to assist & respond to any questions. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Email: edtechall@groups.volusia.k12.fl.us, message us on Teams or dial #51613

Keeping humans
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https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116830
https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116831
https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116832
https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116833
https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116836
https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116835
https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116835
https://volusia.truenorthlogic.com/ia/app/registration/start?id=116834
mailto:edtechall@groups.volusia.k12.fl.us


Writing in the 

Secondary Classroom 

Dr. Melissa Carr, Director ITS Ed Tech
Christa Chapple, Specialist Instructional Tech

Draft Coach: Ages 13+
Copilot: Ages 13+







Share Ideas

❑ Teacher Strategies: Require drafts, show prompts, model responsible 
use.  

❑ MLA and APA Citing Generative AI: https://style.mla.org/citing-
generative-ai/

https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/


EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION





SAMPLE Thesis Statement Lesson + AI

Original Thesis 

• Type/Write your 
original sentence 
here.

• Using Writable, 
Copilot or other AI 
tool, prompt it for 
improvements to 
your sentence.

AI  Feedback

• Paste 
recommendations 
from AI tool here. 

• Include which tool 
used.

• Highlight or 
Underline 
feedback you will 
apply.

Revised Thesis + AI 
Feedback

• Rewrite your 
thesis using input 
from AI.

• Run sentence 
through same AI 
tools for more 
feedback.

Final Mix Tape 
Version

• Paste your final 
version of thesis.

Reflection:
1. Do you think the AI revised sentences were better or not as good as your original? Explain 

briefly.
2. How did the AI sentence rewriter help you to develop a more effective thesis statement?
3. What might you learn from this that you can apply as you write future thesis statements?



This Photo by U nknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

REFLECT, REFLECT, REFLECT

• Have students constantly reflect 
on their use of AI and find its 
flaws.

• Use logs, peer reviews, 
metacognitive conversations.

• Emphasize the skill of using AI to 
improve, supplement, 
enhance—never replace their 
thinking!

https://peterpappas.com/2010/08/first-day-school-engage-problem-solve-how-to-get-students-thinking.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship/lesson/artificial-intelligence-is-it-plagiarism
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomsen.se%2Fai-6-12%3Fr%3Dqr&data=05%7C02%7Cmcarr%40volusia.k12.fl.us%7C4e258a7758b343fcd8c008dd97134c67%7C93e9784b350740ffbc0159ea8a1a7b71%7C0%7C0%7C638832831315696005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BFKLbom8W26bRZEZIUqdKBUkF1thqK1m6%2FX3AUGZ%2Few%3D&reserved=0


“Uncheatable Assessments”

Smiling woman using laptop

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DHlPmCGvU9t/?igsh=QkFHdjFIM0Jnbg%3D%3D




Teachers that provide guidance on AI use or 
require evidence of AI as a resource 
have reported:

✓ less distrust
✓ less cheating on assignments, and 
✓ less likely to use AI detection tools

 (CDT, Dec 2023)

Assignments that incorporate AI

https://cdt.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/FINAL-Teacher-Spot-Poll-Slides.pdf


Draft Coach in MS Word
•Tool for student use in MS Word Online
•Address Unintentional Plagiarism
•Master Citation Skills
•Correct Grammar Mistakes
•Receive Detailed Guidance
• Improve Writing Confidence
•We have brief directions that you can 

provide to students at the end



Copilot for Students Age 13+
Students access through the Microsoft 365 Vportal 



Reflect on your Approach

❑ What expectations will I have for AI use in my classroom? 

❑ Which tool(s) will I use? Which will I expect students to use? 

❑ How will I require students to show evidence of AI use?

❑ How will I clearly communicate AI expectations with students?



• Ed Tech Tile in VPortal

• Reach out to DLTL to request training for your PLC

• Link to presentation: bit.ly/SECWrite

• Link to Draft Coach directions for students: Student Draft Coach

• Next session bring feedback on how you used this in your classroom.

Learning & Growing Together 

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/cechappl_volusia_k12_fl_us/IQAJ3ZHBVuheS53zp2zM_8rYAQvjXj0kZaRpZsgT1dofAu4?e=XtVbQo
https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/cechappl_volusia_k12_fl_us/IQAJ3ZHBVuheS53zp2zM_8rYAQvjXj0kZaRpZsgT1dofAu4?e=XtVbQo
https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/cechappl_volusia_k12_fl_us/IQBOWBeU_mG9TKh9oVquTQnkARqLjAhLmySD3NZHwwxbm1E?e=XLCY03
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