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     Yakima School District Super-
intendent Trevor Greene came to 
Eisenhower High Schoolôs journal-
ism class on Friday, December 5th, 
for a press conference with the Ei-
senhowerôs Five Star Journal staff, 
ASB leaders, and other students 
who were interested in attending. 
Greene came to provide infor-
mation about the bond measure he 
is proposing to place on the April 
ballot.  
     Greene explained that the need 

for the bond stems from the Ya-
kima School Districtôs lack of in-
come. Stating, ñUnfortunately, the 
legislature doesnôt live up to its 
requirements that the state has put 
in its constitution, and for this rea-
son, we do, as a system, and sys-
tems across the state; we have to 
run bonds and levies so we can 
function in ways that we couldnôt 
with the state and local funding.ò 
     Though Washington State allo-
cates funds for ñbasic education,ò it 
doesnôt cover the costs of operat-
ing, maintaining, and constructing 
schools in Yakima. It funds only a 

limited amount for all students. 
This is a problem, since schools 
need much more than just the bare 
minimum to operate successfully. 
This is where bonds and levies 
come in as essential funding for the 
betterment of each Yakima student. 
From the state, each district re-
ceives a per-student amount of 
money. For Yakima, each student 
is funded $16,060 each year in the 
district. Comparatively, thatôs way 
less than Edmondôs and Tacomaôs 
School districts, which are receiv-
ing $5,000 or more per student than 
we are. Contributing over  

Two New Schools on the Ballot  
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$75,000,000 more to their yearly budget than 
in the Yakima School District. Superintendent 
Greene stated, ñAs a student, and a tax payer, 
this would make me upset because I would 
think that we have a system that looks out for 
those who need a little bit more support in 
their communities and at the very least make it 
even, but itôs not even equal.ò This is a prob-
lem because when we donôt have funds for 
when an emergency comes about we have to 
take it from the students ñbasic fundingò 
which should be going to basic education.  
     In Yakima County, 33 bonds have been at-
tempted, and only 15 have passed. The Ya-

kima School District has not put a bond meas-
ure on the ballot since the bond for the new 
Eisenhower and Davis buildings, over ten 
years ago. In Washington State, a 60% majori-
ty is required to pass a bond. From February 
2014 to April 2025, over $19 billion in bond 
funds has been distributed throughout the 
state. Over $320 million of that was approved 
by schools in Yakima County.    
     Passing the bond in April will not only pro-
vide $200 million in local funding but will al-
so unlock $20 million in state funding. This 
funding will only be available if the bond 
passes. The bond will fund the construction of 
Hoover and Garfield elementary schools, 
which are in horrible condition due to multiple 
decades without repairs and improvements, 

Title 9/ADA Upgrades; repaving of sidewalks, 
courtyards, a new softball facility for Davis, 
new asphalt-  HVAC systems, future projects/
emergency reserve, playground upgrade/
replace, roof replacements, turf replacement, 
and resurface track/courts. 

     $200 million bond may sound daunting to 
pass, but the Yakima School District is asking 
for relatively little considering all the projects 
that will be funded. Compared to Rainier 
Beach High School, in Seattle, which passed a 
$297 million bond to build a new building for 
under 1,000 students. The district is asking for 
$97 million less than that, with amenities that 
would benefit all 15,000+ kids in the district. 
15 times the impact of the bond for Rainier 
Beach High School.  

News 

Continued from pg. 1 

Tatianna Ochoa - Senior 
Five Star Journal 
 
     On December 5th, Dr. Trevor Green, 
Yakima School District Superintendent,  
came to Eisenhower to discuss a bond 
measure for the April 2026 election, to-
taling $200 million in local funds and 
$20 million in state funds. This bond is 
intended to fund the construction of new 
buildings for Hoover and Garfield Ele-
mentary Schools.  
     To fund this, property taxes will in-
crease, with a maximum taxation  of 
$4.01 per $1,000 of property value. An 

average home at 
$311,600 is expected 
to see a $20.40 
monthly and $246 
annual tax increase.  
     As this is the Ya-
kima School Dis-
trictôs first bond at-
tempt since Eisen-
hower and Davis 
were rebuilt, locals 
may be skeptical of 
the idea. While I'm 
sure staff at these 
schools can vouch 

for the much-needed remodel, many of 
our voters haven't seen the worn-out 
buildings themselves.  
     As someone who attended Hoover, 
the school definitely needs more than a 
playground update. Construction of 
these elementary schools is expected to 
take approximately two years, from 
2027-2029. If this bond were rejected, 
we would eventually have to remodel 
the schools, but by then, costs would 
have increased by at least 5-7%. If the 
schools are old now, in a couple of 
years, there will be no escaping a new 
building.  

How Much the Bond Will Cost Us    
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Food Science with Mrs. Walker 

¶Food Science A and Food Science B (1st year) 

¶Food Science 2A and Food Science 2B (2nd year) 
 
Areas of Study:  Science of food, food chemistry, food microbiology, food preservation, nutrition 
knowledge, and kitchen skills through cooking, baking, and preparing a variety of hands-on con-
sumable food and beverage recipes. 

Certifications:  Students can obtain or renew a Washington Food Handler's Card in food science 
classes. 

Career Paths:  Food Science prepares students for careers in the hospitality and restaurant indus-
try, home-based cooking/baking businesses, recipe developer, caterer, dietitian/nutritional consult-
ant and home manager. 

Career Options:  Food and Beverage Serving and Related Workers $31K, Waiters and Waitresses 
$33K, Food Preparation Workers $34K, Cooks $35,760, Bakers $36K, Chefs and Head Cooks 
$60K, Family and Consumer Science Teacher (Food Science/Culinary Arts) $62K, and Food Sci-
entists $78K. 

FCCLA Competitions:  Baking contests in the fall and spring semester, STAR Events competi-
tions:  Food Innovation, Nutrition and Wellness, Sports Nutrition, Baking and Pastry, Skill Demon-
stration Event: Culinary Food Art 

Food Science & FCCLA 

CTE Career Grad Pathway Spotlight 
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Yamilet Torres Santos - Junior 
Five Star Journal 
 
     Although Mr. IKE only begins in ear-
ly October, the organization overall helps 
raise awareness and donations for the 
Youth Works Foundation. Every year a 
miracle cadet is selected for Mr. IKE to 
represent and host events centered around 
the child. The miracle cadet will be re-
vealed at the upcoming assembly on De-
cember 19th.  

 

Coordinator Ellie Suhm:  
Iôm super excited for the pageant. Last 
year, my favorite part was the buddy seg-
ment, so my contestant got his younger 
sister to act like a dentist. It was so cute 
and Iôm hoping Chris and I can top it 
with what we decide to do.  
 
Contestant Mauro Hernandez:  
I am looking forward to making new 
memories and having fun while also get-
ting work done and learning more and 
more about this program.  
 

Coordinator Fabiola Morales:   
Iôm excited to work alongside my con-
testant during all the events as we raise 
money for the Youth Works Foundation, 
and I canôt wait to make new memories! 
Iôm looking forward to seeing how our 
teamwork grows throughout Mr. IKE. 
 
Contestant Elias Diaz:  
What I'm looking forward to the most 
with my partner Fabiola is taking home 
that dub. And getting to know her bet-
ter... I suppose.  

Coordinator Kayle Chandler: I'm look-
ing forward to working with Chava in the 
pageant, and other events such as the Mr. 
IKE vs Staff basketball game!  
 
Contestant Salvador Farias:   
Iôm looking forward to having fun with 
everyone and having new experiences. 

 

Coordinator Zabella Hickenbottom: 
Mr. IKE is a one of a kind program that 
has allowed me to do amazing things and 
seeing how our efforts visibly change 
areas and put smiles on peoples faces 
make all of the time and effort worth it. 
As for my team, I am beyond excited to 
be working with Elijah! He is a super 
hard worker and a super fun person to be 
around!  
 
Contestant Elijah Macias-Hernandez:  
While I look forward to making memo-
ries or bonding with the other contest-
ants. Iôm really excited to see the impact 
Mr. IKE will make in our community.  

 
Coordinator Zoie Sappenfield: 
I'm looking forward to all of the events to 
raise money and to getting to know our 

team. Iôm excited to rehearse the pageant 
with my partner.  
 
Contestant Juvenal Valdovinos:  
We are truly excited to be part of Mr. 
Ikeôs team and to work with such amaz-
ing people. We are really looking for-
ward to the pageant and the games. They 
sound like they will be an incredible 
amount of fun!  

 

Coordinator Aly Allen:  
I'm really looking forward to spending 
time with the other coordinators and get-
ting to know them better as well as my 
partner Tyler. I'm really excited to work 
with him, and just really excited to see 
how much money we can raise this year!  
 
Contestant Tyler Stuewe:  
Iôm looking forward to getting to know 
and building a relationship with my coor-
dinator. 

 
Coordinator Yamilet Torres:  
As itôs my first year, Iôm looking forward 
to getting to know my partner but also 
working with him to fundraise for money 
supporting our miracle cadet!  
 
Contestant Trent Toki-Pati: The most 
exciting thing I like about Mr. Ike is the 
fundraisers and events how weôll be do-
nating for kids in special needs and the 
activities weôll be doing because I think 
they are all very fun especially the group 
of people I am with, Iôm also very excit-
ed who will be Mr. Ike  

Coordinator Savannah Webber:  
I am looking forward to getting to know 
my partner more. And I am also looking 
forward to doing fundraisers with my 
partner Jorge.  
 
Contestant Jorge Hernandez:  
I'm looking forward to having fun and 
raising awareness as a part of Mr. IKE. I 
hope me and my partner Savannah make 
it a very memorable year.  

 
Coordinator Luz Leyva:  
Iôm looking forward to all the fun activi-
ties we get to do and bonding with Noe 
my partner! 
 
Contestant Noe Maceda:  
I am looking forward to helping out and 
making an impact in our community.  

 
Coordinator Irene Pina: I am looking 
forward to getting to know him better and 
creating a better bond.  
 
Contestant Vincent York: I look for-
ward to raising money for a good cause. I 
am looking forward to fundraising with 
Irene for my community. I am also excit-
ed to meet new people!  

MR IKE: What Are You Most Looking Forward To? 
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News 

Gladys Ibanez - Senior 
Five Star Journal 
 
     Sometimes you wonder what really hap-
pens behind the scenes when we get our year-
books and newspapers for free. Where do we 
get the money from? Who fundraises the mon-
ey? Link Crew is your dude! Today on Spot-
light, the club, Iôll be interviewing Link 
Crewôs president, Angie Gonzalez. 

 
What is Link Crew? 
Link Crew starts off the year by focusing on 
the incoming freshman and their transition 
from middle to high School. ñThatôs one of 
our main priorities, and after that, we just 
fundraise for our students.ò They donôt just 
focus on the freshman; they also fundraise for 
our Ike shirts, yearbooks, clubs, and newspa-
pers!  
 
Whatôs your goal? 
Raising money so that books, shirts, and news-
papers are free for our students is a top goal of 
Link Crew. ñBeing able to give something our 
students can keep about their high School ex-
perience without them having to pay for it, 
honestly, is a goal I want this club to achieve.ò 
Giving back to our students and giving them 
something to remember all 4 years of their 
high School experience is fantastic. Not every 
School offers these opportunities to give back 
without paying extra. Itôs great knowing the 
crew behind this hard work!  
 
Why should you join? 
This class mainly focuses on helping fresh-

men, but itôs also a fantastic opportunity to 
branch out and meet new people. You get to 
help out at freshmen orientation, pass out Ike 
shirts, and more! Itôs a fun class to be in, and 
you just get to know different people from dif-
ferent grades. They all come together to help 
our School and support our students and clubs 
with what is needed. 
 
What do you look forward to this year? 
We have everything we need for the upcoming 
class. Our class is full of seniors, and I hope to 
leave something for next yearôs seniors.ò Set-
ting goals and hoping to achieve them is hard, 
especially with a big class with amazing peo-
ple willing to help our cadet community. Itôs 
essential to leave a good mark so the next gen-
eration can enjoy it and, hopefully, achieve 
greater things. ñI want to leave the club in a 
good spot so next yearôs students have a good 
sense of security in this crew.ò 
 
     Thank Angie and Link Crew for everything 
you do! Itôs amazing knowing thereôs a crew 
behind our yearbooks and more. If you want to 
try new things or just have fun by helping out 
our School community, join Link Crew! 

Adelaide Loeser - Senior 
Five Star Journal 
 
     Voter turnout in Yakima County is notori-
ously low. Voting numbers have been trending 
downward over the past four years, with the 
last primary election in Yakima County seeing 
only 16.38% turnout, compared to 2021ôs 
21.24%. The Yakima School District set a 
goal to pass a new bond measure to rebuild 
two elementary schools, update playgrounds, 
and make sports-related upgrades and im-
provements at the high schools. To pass the 
bond, Yakima needs a 60% supermajority. 
This may be a challenge.   
     Dr. Greene, the Yakima School District 
Superintendent, recently held a press confer-
ence with Mr. DeWittôs journalism class to 
share information about the bond. He seemed 
to have high hopes of the bond passing, main-
ly because Yakima hasnôt proposed a bond 

since 2006. Almost every other district in 
Washington has proposed a bond, though not 
all have passed. Yakima is unique in that it 
hasnôt had a proposed bond this cycle, and he 
hopes Yakima citizens recognize this and are 
more willing to pass the bond. 
     However, there are concerns about its suc-
cess, as Yakima residents tend not to vote for 
measures that increase costs; in this case, the 
average homeowner would pay an additional 
$20.50 per month. Recently, a levy failed to 
pass, and Yakima city citizens would have had 
to pay $2.46 per thousand rather than $1.84 
per thousand. The most recent bond, proposed 
in 2006, failed, was redrafted, cut twice, and 
passed in 2009. Dr. Greene hopes Yakima citi-
zens will recognize the School District's need 
for the bond and that it outweighs the amount 
the district is requesting. 
     Dr. Greene says he plans to promote the 
bond in the community by sharing strictly fac-

tual information. While he cannot tell you how 
to vote, he does encourage the community to 
consider the pros and potential cons that will 
be shared. He believes there will be citizen 
groups for or against the bond, and that these 
groups will spread the word and encourage 
people to vote. 

Voter Registration Will be a Challenge in Passing the Bond 

Link Crew 
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News 

Gabriela Price - Junior 
Five Star Journal 

 
     Olive Ziegler, president and founder of the 
Costume Club, explains what her club is and 
its impact in the community. The costume club 
creates, designs, and makes clothes. It meets 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays directly after 
school in DeWittôs classroom (310), but they 
are also working on the weekends at Yakima 
Maker Space.  
     The club is all about teamwork, creativity, 
and the wide range of projects they are able to 
take on together. The most interesting thing 
about the club is the array of people and inter-
ests that range from cosplay to simple sewing. 
I then asked Olive what sets their club apart 

from the others here at IKE and then a hypo-
thetical fun question about budget.  
     The club has a very wide variety of inter-
ests that can all be transferred into creativity 
and projects. If this club had an unlimited 
budget and could do whatever they wanted, 
they would start with supplies and a sewing 
machine, then get a clothes rack and manne-
quins, but they said they would save the rest 
for future projects.    
     All in all, the club is very creative and they 
focus on making art. Making and designing 
clothes in and of itself is really an art that peo-
ple don't appreciate as much as they should. I 
want to bring attention to the art factors be-
cause yes, some people just see clothes as 
clothes but, this club does not, they see their 
finished projects like a painter looks at a com-
pleted canvas. Sewing and designing clothes is 
a lost art that they are trying to share and bring 
more attention to. 

Nicole Salamanca - Sophomore 
Five Star Journal 
 
ñWith God all things are possibleò         
                         - Matthew 19:26.  
 
     Even if you arenôt Christian, 
there is a high possibility that you 
have seen ñquotesò like this in 
many places. They may have reso-
nated with you even if you donôt 

know where they came from. Not 
all of them may seem directly 
Christian and could just seem like 
good advice, but they all come 
from one place: the Bible. . Even 
if you arenôt currently Christian or 
are sure you want to convert. 
Maybe you just have some ques-
tions, that is what FCA is for. 
     As you read the Bible, you will 
realize that God is directly corre-

lated to everything taught in the 
Bible to better your life. Sure, you 
can follow his rules without fol-
lowing him, but whatôs the harm 
in doing both? Taking ten minutes 
out of your day to pray, go to 
church, and follow the Bible. 
Studies show that reading alone 
can improve your mental health, 
sleep quality, and overall happi-
ness. Now, what if you read a 
book that teaches you life lessons, 
helping you grow as a person and 
in your faith? 
     Now, if you are an athlete, you 
know better than anyone how easy 
it is to compare yourself to others, 
play for pride, play with anger, 
and get in your own head. These 
are all either sins or gateways to 
sins. We need more tools than the 
average person to avoid these con-
stant obstacles. What better tool 
than having an all-loving God in 
your corner, guiding and backing 

you your whole life? Even if he 
isnôt what you want right now, his 
Word could help you just as much 
as himself. 
     Many of the people reading this 
may not be Christian, but you 
donôt have to be. To be part of 
FCA, you just have to be interest-
ed. Maybe you just want to learn a 
little bit about God, or perhaps 
even just some ways to handle sit-
uations better. Forcing people into 
a faith is never our goal; we just 
want to provide the opportunity to 
learn a little more about God or to 
grow in one's faith.  
     Every other Monday in room 
501 (Ms. Vanbeekôs room), you 
have the opportunity to meet and 
gather with like-minded individu-
als. You can hear stories, talk 
about life, and meet people who 
may struggle just like you. You 
donôt have to be Christian, but do 
be open-minded. FCA is a place 
where we will take you as you are 
and grow along with you, and you 
will never have to go through it 
alone. 

Costume Club 

FCA: Fellowship of Christian Athletes  
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Zeek Moreno - Senior 
Five Star Journal 
 
    Our Eisenhower soccer team has so much 
talent in EVERY position on the field, they 
have put in so much work that was unseen by 
a lot of people, on the field and off the field! 
They are a young team with only one senior 
graduating being Captain Laurel Downes.  
     They placed 3rd in our Columbia Basin Big 
Nine conference, which is a step up from last 
year where they placed 5th. Being that they 

placed 3rd this year, means they were just 
short of being in the district championship, so 
they played Sunnyside on November 11th and 
they won 2-0! Then they played Moses Lake 
on November 6th with our cadets barely fall-
ing short of the victory 0-1.  
     This devastating loss is only going to fuel 
them to become even better in the offseason. 
Even though the season didnôt end the way 
they wanted it to, they still did amazing this 
year and are looking forward to working in the 
offseason to be even better next year. Once 

again we are so proud of our Cadet soccer 
team for the awesome season this year. 

Sports 

Cheyenne Phillips - Junior 
Five Star Journal 
 
     Our very own lady cadets made 
it to districts after a Nine-Year 
Drought! The cadets secured their 
spot in the district tournament after 
they swept the Moses Lake Maver-
icks for the first time in 9 years.  
     After a season of hard work, 
teamwork, and determination they 
met their goal for the season. The 
long road to districts was not easy, 
they faced tough competition and 
had to overcome many challenges 
and obstacles as a team but also 
individually. But through it all they 
managed to come together and fo-
cus on their goal, making it to dis-
tricts and learning to play as a 
team and not individuals. With the 
major leadership roles modeled by 
their seniors, and the energy of the 
team, it created an unstoppable 
dynamic on the court.  
     Making it to the first round of 
districts was a huge accomplish-
ment in itself, while unfortunately 
our Cadets did not make it past the 
first round, they put up a fight and 
took the first set from the West 
Valley Rams. The Rams took the 

next 3 sets, but not easily, they put 
up a fight till the very end.  
     The players demonstrated in-
credible heart and determination 
and gave their all to every point. 
Making it to the district tourna-
ment has been a goal for our lady 
cadet volleyball team for a very 
long time and even though they 
didnôt make it very far, they are 
still very proud of themselves and 
each other for this accomplish-
ment. Some of our Eisenhower 
students came to support our vol-
leyball team in Wenatchee, their 
support and school spirit meant a 
lot to the players and helped them 
push themselves for the win and 
that 2nd round spot in the tourna-
ment.  
     The team had 6 seniors and 
while that will change the dynamic 
of the team next season with them 
gone, there are many juniors ready 
to step up and take leadership of 
the team. While they were disap-
pointed with the outcome, they 
know that this experience will 
spark high hopes for next year and 
we are all excited to see what they 
will accomplish next season.  

Back to Districts 
Pepper Gilman - Junior 
Five Star Journal 
 
     The Eisenhower Cadets volley-
ball team made school history, de-
feating the Moses Lake Mavericks 
3-0, pushing their way into the dis-
trict tournament for the first time 
in nearly a decade. The victory 
marks the cadets first win over 
Moses lake in nine years. A mile-
stone that energized the players, 
coaches, and fans throughout the 
gym.  
     From the opening serve the ca-
dets played with confidence and 
urgency, controlling the pace on 
the court and keeping the pressure 
on the Mavericks, strong commu-
nication, consistent serves, and 
aggressive net play helped Eisen-
hower take all three sets without 
giving Moses lake a chance to 
swing for momentum.    
     Players described the win as 
both emotional and motivating, 
especially knowing how long it 
had been since Eisenhower last 
came out on top against Moses 
lake. The sweep not only broke a 
years-long streak but also secured 
the Cadets a spot in the district 
tournament, a major step forward! 

 

Volleyball Ends 9 Year Streak  

Soccer Seasons Ends in Playoffs, but the Future is Bright! 


