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GUIDE RUBRIC 

Course Category 
Course Title (Duration, if an elective) 
Description, including class content, prerequisites (if applicable), and skills required for, or to be 
learned during, the course. 

 
CORE - Course Descriptions  
 

English 8 

Through the use of the English curriculum, Collections, students continue to develop their skills 
in the multi-paragraph essay format, literary analysis, informational, persuasive, and reflective 
writing. Students also continue to prepare and present formal speeches. Literature studies 
include a variety of young adult novels such as Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, The 
Glory Field, and other Historical and contemporary novels, short stories, essays, and plays. 
Teachers emphasize student-chosen independent reading to practice critical language 
functions and express themselves through choice. Rigor and academic vocabulary will be 
incorporated into our differentiation and scaffolding by each grade level team. 
 
*Reading Intervention 

This course is designed to identify and provide systematic, targeted instruction in literacy that 
will provide remediation in the areas of phonics & decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension. Students are expected to complete daily and weekly activities to obtain the 
necessary skills to be proficient grade level readers, writers and communicators. *Students are 
identified and placed in this course using data from ELA SBA results and iReady diagnostic 
results. 
Resource English is designed to provide additional support and focused instruction to 
students who need extra help in developing their English language skills and includes reading 
comprehension, writing mechanics, vocabulary building, and grammar. This allows students to 
better access the general education curriculum and succeed in their academic studies. It    
provides smaller class sizes, differentiated instruction, and targeted interventions based on 
individual student needs.  



 
Literacy: Focus on foundational skills This course prioritizes building essential English 
language skills like decoding, vocabulary acquisition, sentence structure, and basic grammar 
skills.  
English A/B/C: Focus on Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary Building and 
Writing Skills This course includes focused work on Reading strategies such as Close 
reading techniques, identifying main ideas, summarizing text, and analyzing literary elements. 
Writing skills such as sentence structure, paragraph organization, different writing genres 
(narrative, expository, persuasive) and using the writing process. Vocabulary development is 
included and students will learn new words through context clues, word roots, and synonyms. 
Grammar concepts will be reviewed; verb tenses, subject-verb agreement, pronoun usage, 
punctuation and speaking and listening skills for participation in class discussions, following 
directions, and delivering presentations. 
 
Mathematics 
Pre-Algebra 
Concepts learned in Pre-Algebra include: formulating and reasoning about expressions and 
equations, including modeling with equations, and solving linear equations and systems of 
linear equations; identifying and approximating irrational numbers; working with exponents in 
equations; grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe quantitative 
relationships; analyzing 2- and 3- dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, 
similarity and congruence; and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem; and 
investigating patterns of association in bivariate data. Students will be required to 
communicate their mathematical knowledge through problem solving, reasoning, writing, and 
class discussions. 
OR 
Algebra 
Algebra is the foundation for high school mathematics courses. It is the bridge from the 
concrete to the abstract study of mathematics. This course focuses on generalizing the 
algorithms of arithmetic to learn how to develop equations and mathematical formulas to 
simulate real-life problems and solve them through mathematical manipulation. Topics include 
simplifying expressions, evaluating and solving equations and inequalities, and working 
extensively with linear, quadratic, exponential and other functions. Algebra is a high school 
level course, students earned grades and credits will be posted on their high school transcript. 
Algebra placement is decided by either successful completion of pre-algebra or threshold 
placement in a district math matrix based on SBA assessments. 

●​ Recommended Equipment: Graphing calculator (TI-83 Plus or better) 

OR 
Geometry 
Geometry is available for students who have successfully completed Algebra 1. Geometry 
provides students with experiences that deepen the understanding of two and 



 
three-dimensional objects through logic and modeling; and includes work with probability. 
Deductive and inductive reasoning, as well as investigative strategies, are stressed to enhance 
the development of problem-solving skills. Geometry is a high school level course, students 
earned grades and credits will be posted on their high school transcript.  

●​ To be placed in this program a student must meet the district standard of 
successful completion of Algebra I as a 7th grader. 
 

MATH LEARNING SUPPORT Curriculum Descriptions 
All resource math classes are tailored to individual students based on their IEP needs. 
Students are placed based on their goals and individual levels. It is typical for students to move 
between classes during the school year as they progress through mastery of their skills. It is 
the goal of the learning support math team to give students the skills necessary to transition 
into a general education math class by high school if possible. 

Math A:  
Learning support math class level 1. This is for students who are needing the most basic 
foundational skills. 

Math B: 
Learning support math class level 2. This is for students who have basic foundational skills but 
still need basic mastery of math skills. Number operations such as multiplication, division, and 
basic fractions, etc.  

Math C: 
Learning support math class level 3. This is for students who have foundational math skills but 
are still working on things such as fractions, multi-digit multiplication and division skills. 

Math D:  
Learning support math class level 4. This is for students who have foundational math skills but 
need a few more supports before they proceed to a general education math class. This class is 
meant to be the bridge between Learning support and general education. This class teaches 
7th grade concepts and pre-algebra concepts in a smaller setting and more moderate paced 
environment.  

 
Science 
Science at CPM offers an integrated, hands-on approach designed to meet standards at the 
district and state level and are aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards. Students 
study observable phenomena, and explain how and why it can be explained through science. 
In 8th grade, students focus on forces and motion, astronomy, light, and natural selection. The 
curriculum will support Common Core Standards for reading, writing, and math. Embedded in 
the science content, students will learn scientific practices such as inquiry, evaluating data, 
using models and designing solutions. There are also cross-cutting science concepts 
applicable to each unit, such as patterns, cause and effect, scale size, structure and function, 
and energy transfer. 



 
Social Studies 
Students focus on American history from the causes of the Revolutionary War and the 
formation of Government through Reconstruction. Content includes causes of Revolutionary 
War, the Constitution, and New Nation; Expansion; Reform; causes of Civil War and 
Reconstruction; Industrialization, Immigration, and urbanization; Current Events and Civics. A 
major project is the Constitutional issues Classroom-based Assessment (state requirement). 
Since Time Immemorial is another state mandated curriculum that we are pleased to 
implement from causes of the Revolutionary War to Current Events.   
 
Health and Fitness/Physical Education 
The curriculum features Fitness Education, Sport Education and Health Education. Eighth 
graders participate in a variety of team/leisure sports and athletic events in Sport Education 
such as ultimate frisbee, pickleball, team handball, floorball and track and field events. Health 
Ed. topics include: body systems, essential nutrients, tracking healthy habits (nutrition, physical 
activity, hydration and sleep), eating disorders, mental and emotional wellbeing and HIV/AIDS 
prevention education. 

●​ Required Fitness/Sport Ed. Materials: Athletic shoes, athletic shorts/pants/ 
leggings and an athletic shirt. Students wear clothing that they can move 
freely in. No jeans, dresses, skirts, crocs, boots, slippers, slides, wedges, 
heels, etc. Every student is issued a combination lock and basket to store 
belongings in the locker room. 

 
ELECTIVES - Course Descriptions 
 

Art 

Studio Art (1 year) 
This class is available to 7th and 8th grade students who are interested in a year-long art 
class. Students will further increase their vocabulary related to the arts and develop the ability 
to discuss artists, both modern and classic. Students will be exposed to different art periods 
and what and how artists express ideas through their artwork. This information will be 
integrated into ongoing lessons in painting, drawing, and origami. 
 
World Language 

Spanish I (1 year, High School level course) 

This course will help students who desire to communicate with the Hispanic world and Spanish 
speakers in our own country. Completion of this class will meet college and university entrance 
requirements. Topics include general conversation and greetings, everyday activities within the 
range of the student’s experience, and home life, including descriptions of people and things. 
Cultural topics include music, travel, foods, celebrations, and customs. As the year progresses, 
students will show an active understanding of Spanish spoken at a normal rate of speed. The 
student will demonstrate comprehension of written material as well as be able to communicate, 
orally and in writing, using authentic patterns of Spanish. 



 
Music 
Concert Choir (1 year) 
The College Place Choir is a year long elective open to students in the 7th and 8th grades that 
love to sing. No previous choir experience is required. The choir performs different styles of 
music (traditional, pop, movie, and jazz, etc.) at evening concerts, school assemblies, and 
regional choral and jazz festivals. Students will have fun singing while building self-confidence, 
self-esteem, teamwork, creativity & music reading skills. 

Symphony Orchestra (1 year) 
The Symphony Orchestra is open to 8th grade students who play the violin, viola, cello, or 
upright bass for at least two years, OR who completed 7th Grade Orchestra. This ensemble 
focuses on the development of more advanced string playing techniques (eg. position 
changes, vibrato) through the performance of diverse string orchestra literature, small 
ensemble work and creative music tasks. Symphony Orchestra is filled with excellent 
performance opportunities including several evening concerts, participation in the school 
assemblies, performance tours at local elementary schools, a performance at a regional 
orchestra festival, and in the past, tours to Vancouver, Canada. We often do these tours along 
with the Concert Choir and Wind Ensemble. By the end of Symphony Orchestra students are 
well prepared for the high school orchestra programs. 

Wind Ensemble (1 year) 
CPM’s Wind Ensemble is recognized, statewide, for excellence in student musical 
performance. This is demonstrated by our students consistently, through participation in 
numerous events that students will attend across the state, throughout the school year. Some 
examples of events include tours of the elementary schools, “Student Showcase” at Seattle 
Center’s Winterfest, attendance at Central Washington University’s invitational Concert Band 
Festival, a concert tour to Vancouver, Canada as well as local league competitions and 
festivals. Students who participate in Wind Ensemble are eligible to audition for Jazz Band. 
 
Jazz Band (1 year, before school 0 period course) 
Jazz Band is an opportunity for students to have an in-depth experience learning to play in a 
variety of musical styles; jazz, sing, blues, rock, and Latin. We attend many festivals 
throughout the school year including festivals in Canada, Poulsbo, and Eastern Washington, 
as well as local events. This ensemble meets daily before school, and is a yearlong 
commitment. Students must be enrolled in a school music ensemble during the school day in 
order to be eligible to audition for Jazz Band. Please contact Kate Labiak, Jazz Band director, 
at labiakk@edmonds.wednet.edu with questions. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

STEAM Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math (1 year) 
This year-long class is designed for 8th grade students who are excited about design and engineering. 
Designed for 8th graders, this academically rigorous course allows students to apply STEM concepts in 
real-world situations as they design and build projects such as engineering the strongest bridge, 
designing and fabricating the fastest CO2 dragster, and creating the most accurate robotic hand using 
CAD and a laser cutter. This course has a strong emphasis on Math 8 and Algebra 1 applications and 
career planning, and offers opportunities to compete in regional and state engineering competitions 
through the Washington Technology Student Association (WTSA). 

 
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 
MANUFACTURING FOUNDATIONS (Full Year) Grades 7 and 8 

This course provides an opportunity and preparation for students to experience planning and 
building skills used by engineers, architects, construction and manufacturing workers, as well 
as workers in the skilled trades. Students will learn about factory concepts as they devise and 
mass produce quality products as a team. Students will then be allowed to design and build 
more complex and advanced work independently as they safely learn about different material 
properties and the equipment and tooling needed. Equipment consists of 3D printers, Laser 
cutters/engravers, and various hand and power tools. 
 
COMMUNITY HELPERS 
For all Assistant classes, complete the Community Helper Application Google form on our website 

 
Office Assistant (1 semester) 
The office assistant position requires the ability to follow directions, work independently, be 
respectful, handle responsibility and privileged information, and work well with others and the 
public. It is important that this student has good attendance and is regularly on time. Among 
the duties required in this position are accessing student schedules, delivering passes, 
alphabetizing, filing and organizing paperwork. The term of an office assistant will be 1 
semester, and will serve as one of the student’s elective choices.  

 
Teacher’s Assistant (1 semester) 
A teacher’s assistant must have the ability to follow directions, work independently, be 
respectful, handle responsibility and privileged information, and work well with their assigned 
teacher. It is important that this student has good attendance and is regularly on time. The term 
of a teacher’s assistant will be 1 semester, and will serve as one of the student’s elective 
choices. 

Library Assistant (1 semester) 
A library assistant helps the librarian reshelve books, catalog library contents, and library 
projects as needed. They are required to follow directions, work independently, be respectful, 
handle responsibility and privileged information, and work well with others. The term of a 
library assistant will be 1 semester, and will serve as one of the student’s elective choices. 

https://forms.gle/42o26AEAtESwbH4t6
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