
COMMISSIONERS: TO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING QUORUMS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT MEETINGS, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND A SCHEDULED MEETING. 

 

TEL. (860) 870-3120     TOWN PLANNER’S OFFICE      FAX (860) 870-3122 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026, 7:00 P.M. 
 

IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, CT 
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: VIA ZOOM MEETING, INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BELOW 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (On Non-Agenda Items): 
 
III. ACTIVE BUSINESS: 

1. Determination of Open Space for a proposed subdivision of 59 acres in a Rural 
Agricultural Residence (RAR) Zone at 79 Crane Road, 12 Broad Brook Road, and 
Abbott Road (APN 087-009-0001) for Dennis & Jacqueline L. Clavet, owner/applicant.  

2. Plan of Conservation & Development, Chapter 4-Conservation Strategies, Natural 
Resource Preservation: Historic Preservation – Historic Resources Inventory Update.  

3. Report - Farmland Preservation Program. 
4. Report - Open Space Preservation Program. 
5. Priority Rankings for Open Space & Farmland Preservation. 

 
IV. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 

1. FY 25-26 Budget & Expenditure Update. 
2. Approval of January 13, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes. 
3. Correspondence/Discussion. 

a. Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee – Update. 
b. Town of Ellington, Earth Day Celebration, Saturday, April 25, 2026. 
c. CT Land Conservation Council Conference, Saturday, March 21, 2026. 
d. CT Farm Bureau – From the Farm, December 2025. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT: 
Next Meeting is scheduled for March 10, 2026 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Instructions to attend remotely via Zoom Meeting listed below. The agenda is posted on the Town of Ellington 
webpage (www.ellington-ct.gov) under Agenda & Minutes, Conservation Commission. 
Join Zoom Meeting via Link: Join Zoom Meeting by Phone: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86239918972 1-646-558-8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 862 3991 8972 Meeting ID: 862 3991 8972 
Passcode: 107231 Passcode: 107231 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT – COUNTY OF TOLLAND 
INCORPORATED 1786 

TOWN OF ELLINGTON 
55 MAIN STREET – PO BOX 187 

ELLINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06029-0187 
www.ellington-ct.gov 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86239918972
http://www.ellington-ct.gov/










 
 

 

Town of Ellington   
Planning Department 
 

DATE:  February 5, 2026 

TO: Conservation Commission 

FROM: John D. Colonese, Assistant Town Planner 

RE: Determination of Open Space for a proposed subdivision of 59 acres in a Rural 
Agricultural Residence (RAR) Zone at 79 Crane Road, 12 Broad Brook Road, and Abbott 
Road (APN 087-009-0001) for Dennis & Jacqueline L. Clavet, owner/applicant. 

 
 
Please see the proposal to dedicate open space land in connection with the subdivision of three 
abutting properties on Crane Road, Broad Brook Road and Abbott Road. The Conservation 
Commission provides an advisory opinion to the Planning and Zoning Commission on the 
proposed open space based on the Ellington Subdivision Regulations. Attached please find a guide 
to making an open space recommendation and review Section 4.18.3 Dedication Requirements 
when evaluating the suitability of the proposed open space land.  
 
The commission can provide a recommendation indicating whether 10% of the land should be 
dedicated to open space purposes or a fee-in-lieu-of the land for open space should be paid to 
the town or a combination of both.   
 
I expect the owner/applicant to attend the meeting to present the proposal. Thank you. 
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Town of Ellington  
Planning Department 

 

GUIDE TO OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATION 
The content of this document represents excerpts from the Ellington Subdivision Regulations.   

In this document, the term “Commission” refers to the Ellington Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 

 
4.01  OPEN SPACES (IV. DESIGN STANDARDS – GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS) 
 Open space is land set aside within or in conjunction with a subdivision or other development to 

preserve the open and natural character of the land, to be developed as a park or a playground 
pursuant to Connecticut General Statute (CGS), Section 8.2, or other similar public use. Open space 
land is not to be developed for residential or business purposes or part of the infrastructure of the 
town unless the public use intended compliments specifically the use of the open space land. 

 
4.18 OPEN SPACE 
 The Commission has found that development of land for residential or business use will cause an 

increase in population, the intensity of land use, and the need for open space, parks, or playgrounds 
to serve the residents of the town.  To meet this need, it is the policy of the Town of Ellington to 
preserve open space in accordance with the requirements set forth herein. 

 
 These open space and recreation requirements have been prepared from a regional perspective in an 

effort to preserve wildlife habitat, flora and fauna, while preserving for the citizens of the region an 
area in which to enjoy nature, with an opportunity to walk, jog, cross country ski, bicycle, picnic, 
fish, wade, sit, or otherwise spend time in a natural setting.  In addition to these passive activities, 
these requirements recognize the importance of areas which may be used for active recreational 
activities which include competitive sports.  These requirements also recognize the importance of 
the Town’s agricultural areas, which we strive to preserve in an effort to provide locally grown fruits 
and vegetables, dairy products, trees, shrubbery, and similar products. 

 
 The open space and recreation requirements outlined herein are based on the Town Plan of 

Conservation and Development and the Plan of Conservation (aka Open Space Plan). In 
determining the appropriateness of an open space and/or recreation area disposition, the 
Commission shall consider initiatives of the aforementioned plans, the advisory opinion of the 
Ellington Conservation Commission, and the characteristics of the subject site with respect to the 
following objectives:  the conservation and protection of wildlife and natural or scenic resources 
including lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, streambelts, inland wetlands, riparian buffer zones, aquifers, 
significant woodlands, ridges, ravines, ledge outcroppings and other unusual physical features; the 
protection of historic or archeological sites; the expansion of existing open space, and recreational 
areas meeting neighborhood and/or community-wide recreational needs.  In determining the 
location of open space, the Commission may consider potential for combination with existing or 
proposed open space on adjoining properties owned by any public or private institution. 
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4.18.1  FLEXIBILITY OF APPROACH 
1. In accordance with Section 8-25 of the CGS, such preservation may be accomplished through 

the dedication of one or more parcels of open space land in the subdivision or through the 
provision of a fee-in-lieu-of dedication of land or both. 

 
2. The Commission is aware that it is not desirable in all situations to require the dedication of 

open space land in all subdivisions, particularly those which are small. The Commission may, 
at its discretion, accept a fee-in-lieu-of land dedication from the subdivider for all or any part 
of the open space, in accordance with the provisions of CGS Section 8-25. 

 
4.18.2 DECLARATION AND CONSIDERATION 

1. At the time of filing a formal application to the Commission for subdivision approval, the 
subdivider shall indicate on the application and plans whether ten (10%) of the land will be 
dedicated to open space purposes or a fee-in-lieu-of the land for open space will be paid to the 
town or a combination of land dedication and fee is proposed as advised by the Ellington 
Conservation Commission. 

 
2. The Commission shall consider the proposal and make the final determination after discussing 

with the subdivider as to whether land shall be dedicated, or fee levied, or any combination 
thereof. 

 
4.18.3 DEDICATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Where the open space requirement will be met through the dedication of land, the total area 
reserved for open space shall equal or exceed ten percent (10%) of the total land area of the 
subdivision. 

 
2. The location of open space parcels shall be designed in accordance with one or more of the 

following factors appropriate to the site (some do conflict with others): 
 

a. Where new roads are proposed, open space is located so as to create a buffer between 
existing Town/State road(s) and the proposed lots. 

b. The open space is designed as a buffer between the proposed and existing abutting 
properties. 

c. The open space is located to preserve such natural features as scenic vistas, ridge tops, 
significant tree groves, waterfalls, and environmentally scenic areas. 

d. The open space is located in areas to preserve significant man made features such as stone 
walls, canals, or historic structures. 

e. The open space is located so as to preserve primary and secondary agricultural lands. 
f. The open space is located in areas which connect existing open space or areas with the 

greatest potential for future open space and facilitates recreational and green space 
corridor and/or trails. 

g. The open space is suitable for public active recreational use. 
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3. The open space land shall be of a similar ratio of buildable land to unbuildable land as the 
entire subdivision or shall, in the opinion of the Commission, preserve environmentally 
sensitive areas such as river corridors, wildlife sanctuaries, or other natural features. 

 
4. All open space shall abut or have direct access to a street through a right-of-way dedicated to 

public use.  The right-of-way shall not be included in the required open space area, but shall be 
at least fifty (50) feet wide and shall be suitable for foot traffic.  In acceptable circumstances 
the Commission may reduce or waive this requirement. 

 
5. An attempt shall be made to preserve a location for the parking of vehicles within areas that 

can provide public access to existing and proposed open space, particularly those areas which 
provide access to new and existing trails and recreational areas. 

 
6. The Commission may permit a reduction in the ten percent (10%) requirement, and thereby 

permit an equal increase in density, where the application proposes to construct public 
facilities, such as ball fields, and other recreational facilities provided the value of the 
construction is equivalent to the value of the land and the additional lots obtained as a result 
of open space reduction. 

 
7. To satisfy all or a portion of the open space requirements of a subdivision, the Commission 

may consider lands located elsewhere in Ellington. 
 
8. When a subdivision is a portion of a larger parcel of land, the Commission may consider 

dedication of an area of land in the undeveloped part of the parcel but outside of the 
proposed area of the subdivision. 

 
9. The ultimate ownership of dedicated open spaces, parks, and playgrounds, be it the Town of 

Ellington, a land trust, homeowner’s association, or a recognized conservation organization, 
should be determined by the Commission on a case by case basis at the time of subdivision 
approval. 

 
a. In the event that the Board of Selectmen declines to accept offered open space land as 

part of the town property, then the developer must return to the Commission and 
implement another alternative as described above. 

 
10. The Commission reserves the right to make the final decision on the suitability of open space 

land and the means of preservation. 
 

11. Monuments are required at all corners and angles of town open space and must be easily 
identified, except where land characteristics cannot accept the monuments. 
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4.18.4 DEDICATION FOR OTHER MUNICIPAL PURPOSES 
1. In the event the subdivider desires to transfer to the Town land for other municipal purposes 

such as future schools, fire houses, etc., the dedication provisions of this regulation shall be 
complied with.  The Commission may consider such a municipal dedication as a credit toward 
any open space and/or recreational area disposition requirements. 
 

4.18.5 DEED RESTRICTIONS 
1. Any land dedicated for open space purposes shall contain appropriate covenants and deed 

restrictions (approved by the Town Attorney for Town-dedicated property) ensuring that: 
 

a. The open space area will not be further subdivided in the future. 
b. The use of the open space will continue in perpetuity for the purpose specified. 
c. Appropriate provisions will be made for the maintenance of the open space, if necessary. 
d. The open space shall not be converted into a commercial for-profit enterprise. 
e. The rights of public access are provided when appropriate. 

 
4.18.6 FEE-IN-LIEU-OF REQUIREMENTS 

1. In lieu of providing all or part of the open space land as required above, an applicant may, 
with the Commission’s approval, pay a fee.  This fee shall not exceed 10% of the fair market 
value of the land to be subdivided prior to the approval of the subdivision.   

 
2. The fair market value shall be determined by an appraiser jointly selected by the Commission 

and the applicant, with the cost to be borne by the applicant.  The Planning Department 
maintains a Commission-approved list of appraisers. 

 
3. A fraction of such payment the numerator of which is one and the denominator of which is 

the number of approved parcels in the subdivision shall be made at the time of sale of each 
approved parcel of land in the subdivision and placed in a fund which shall be used for the 
purpose of preserving open space or acquiring additional land for open space or for 
recreational or agricultural purposes. 

 
4. The Commission encourages the applicant to consider paying the entire fee prior to the filing 

of the subdivision map on the land records. 
 

 



Date: Has property been sought for open space purchase previously? If yes, list approximate date and amount
Location: of any known offer:                                                                                                                                        
Assessor Parcel Numbers:  If yes to the above, list the conditions that have changed warranting another review.                       
Size:
 

ECOLOGICAL NO YES
PRIORITY 

HIGH / LOW COMMENTS (notate special circumstances, benefits, disadvantages, reasoning for priority rating, etc…) 

1 Watershed /Flood Protection /Water Supply    

2 Wetland /Watercourse /Vernal pool - or buffer to    

3
Endangered Species Area /Significant Wildlife 
Habitat    

4
Ridgeline /Forested Area /Farmland Soils /Unique 
Geologic Features    

5

Land Attributes (well drained, level, accessible…) 
Suitable for Neighborhood Parks, Recreational 
Areas, etc…    

6
Area Lacking Passive Recreation Due to Existing 
Development /Potential Density  

USES NO YES
PRIORITY 

HIGH / LOW COMMENTS (notate special circumstances, benefits, disadvantages, reasoning for priority rating, etc…) 

7 Recreational Opportunities    
8 Working Farm     
9 Trail Connectivity or potential to    

10 Broad Vistas  

LOCATION NO YES
PRIORITY 

HIGH / LOW COMMENTS (notate special circumstances, benefits, disadvantages, reasoning for priority rating, etc…) 

11 Proximate to Existing Preserved Land    

12
Land in Protected Corridors /Linkage to Critical 
Areas    

13
Provides Visual Mitigation /Preserves Rural 
Character or Historical Value    

GENERAL  NO YES
PRIORITY 

HIGH / LOW COMMENTS (notate special circumstances, benefits, disadvantages, reasoning for priority rating, etc…) 

14 "Area of Conservation Interest" (1)    
15 Enhance Buffers Between Competing Uses    
16 Threat of Development    

ACCUMULATIVE TOTALS   Known Uses / Liabilities (demolition, contamination, maintenance, etc.)
FACTOR    

TOTAL SCORE                                                                                                                                                                      

Note:  If agriculture preservation is a dominant factor, please consult the Farmland Preservation Program.
(1) Town of Ellington, 2022 Plan of Conservation,Pg7-Figure 2

TOWN OF ELLINGTON
OPEN SPACE RANKING SYSTEM

This document is intended to be used as a guide in evaluating potential open space land and is non-binding.



Farmland Ranking Worksheet 

 
 This document is intended to be used as a guide in evaluating farmland and is non-binding. 

 

Property Address(s):      
Owner:   
Contact:      
Assessor Parcel Number(s) (APN):   

 
Land Evaluation (LE) (up to 50 points) 

 
Prime Farmland – Full weighting (i.e. if the entire parcel is composed of Prime Farmland, then a 
full 50 points will be awarded.) 
       
Approximately      acres of parcel contain 100%  Prime.               SCORE =  

 
 

Farmland of Statewide Importance – Partial ¾ weighting (i.e. if a portion of the property is not 
Prime but of Statewide Importance, then that portion will be calculated at ¾ value)  
      
Approximately       acres of  parcel contain Important Farmland Soils.       SCORE =  

 
 

Site Assessment (SA) (up to 50 points) 
 

 
Percentage of property actively farmed - up to 10 points for 100%. (Estimated using GIS aerial 
imagery) 
 
Actively Farmed              (Approx      of       ac.)                        SCORE =  

 
 
Part of a farm cluster (within two (2) miles of another working farm). - 5 points 
      

SCORE = 
 

 
Property located within the “Western Farm Belt” as identified in the Conservation 
Commission’s Plan of Conservation. - 10 points 

SCORE =  
 

 
Does the property have a substantial level of On-Farm Investments (barns, farm stands, 
irrigation, other building necessary to the farming operation, etc.)? - (1,3,or 5 points - 
depending on level of commitment to farming, conservation practices / plans, and other 
infrastructure deemed essential to the farming operation.)  

                              SCORE = 
 



Farmland Ranking Worksheet 

 
 This document is intended to be used as a guide in evaluating farmland and is non-binding. 

 
Other sources of funds can be leveraged (Does this particular property qualify under other 
state and federal grant programs, such as under the state PDR program). - 5 (low prob), 10 
(medium prob), or 15 points (high prob) 
      

SCORE =  
 

 
Twenty-five (25) contiguous acres or more of working farmland as evidenced by 2005 GIS 
aerial imagery. - 5 points 
      

SCORE =  
 

 
Descriptive Assessment (DA) (no points however still noteworthy) 

 
Has owner been identified as a willing partner in any transaction?  
 
Is the subject property a current imminent threat for development?   
 
Is it a historically a long-standing working farm? (not necessarily owned by the individual 
farming the land) 
 
Can the property be deemed, or  is registered, as an historic/cultural value to preserve 
community character? 
 

LE =  
SA =  

     TOTAL SCORE = 



1000.02.00270.10.50103
Part Time---Conservation Commission--

$1,600.00 $650.00 $650.00 $950.00 $0.00 $950.00
59.38%

1000.02.00270.20.60221
Advertising Printing---Conservation Commission--

$400.00 $48.89 $48.89 $351.11 $0.00 $351.11
87.78%

1000.02.00270.20.60222
Dues & Subscriptions---Conservation Commission--

$1,350.00 $450.00 $450.00 $900.00 $0.00 $900.00
66.67%

1000.02.00270.20.60223
Travel---Conservation Commission--

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
0.00%

1000.02.00270.20.60234
Professional Development---Conservation Commission

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
0.00%

1000.02.00270.20.60250
Contracted Services---Conservation Commission--

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
0.00%

1000.02.00270.20.60254
St of CT Surcharges---Conservation Commission--

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
0.00%

1000.02.00270.20.60341
Office Supplies---Conservation Commission--

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
0.00%

1000.02.00270.30.60341
Office Supplies---Conservation Commission--

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
0.00%

1000Fund: $3,350.00 $1,148.89 $1,148.89 $2,201.11 $0.00 $2,201.11

Town of Ellington

Account Number / Description

General Ledger - On Demand Report

Budget Range To Date YTD Balance Encumbrance
Budget Balance

% Remaining Bud
Print accounts with zero balance

Include PreEncumbranceAccount Mask: ??????00270??????? AllAccount Type: Print Detail
7/1/2025From Date:Fiscal Year:   2025-2026 1/31/2026To Date:

Filter Encumbrance Detail by Date RangeInclude Inactive Accounts

Printed: 02/02/2026 1:34:41 PM CST rptNewOnDemandGLRptReport: DR:2025.3.0104 Page: 1



Town of Ellington

Account Number / Description

General Ledger - On Demand Report

Budget Range To Date YTD Balance Encumbrance
Budget Balance

% Remaining Bud
Print accounts with zero balance

Include PreEncumbranceAccount Mask: ??????00270??????? AllAccount Type: Print Detail
7/1/2025From Date:Fiscal Year:   2025-2026 1/31/2026To Date:

Filter Encumbrance Detail by Date RangeInclude Inactive Accounts

End of Report

$3,350.00 $1,148.89 $1,148.89 $2,201.11 $0.00 $2,201.11Grand Total:

Printed: 02/02/2026 1:34:41 PM CST rptNewOnDemandGLRptReport: DR:2025.3.0104 Page: 2
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MUNICIPAL PROPERТY FARM ТАХ ЕХЕМРТІОN 

$1.00,000 7 $250,000 (Requlred) 

1. Additional exempt value per farm = $150,000

2. ТурісаІ СТ mil rate (ЗО mills = 3%)

$150,000 х 3% = up to $4,500 savings per farm per year

З. Number of СТ farms likely to benefit 

-500 farms in economic class over $100,000

(і.е., farms very likely to have machinery > $100k) 

4. Total statewide mandatory savings

500 х $4,500 = $2.25 million 

$250,000 7 $500,000 (Optlonal) 

1. $250,000 х 3% = $7,500 per farm per year

2. Іf town adopts = up to $12,000 per farm

1:11 American Farm Bureau Federation 

· FARM BUREAU ADVANTAGE

і\. �?!'I.NECTICUT

� 

AGRICULTURAL 

SAVINGS 

SHOWING MEMBERS WHAT ADVOCACY REALLY DOES

Farm Bureau members know that good advocacy matters. lt helps flx bad regulations,
protect farmland, and keep costs from getting out of control. But it hasn't always Ьееп
easy to show how much in real dollars that work actually saves farmers.

That's where Farm Bureau Advantage comes in. This new effort from the American
Farm Bureau Federation puts real numbers behind the wins Farm Bureau delivers
- both оп the state and national levels - so members сап see exactly how advocacy
helps their farms and their wallets.

lt's опе thing to say, for instance, that through Connecticut Farm Bureau's advocacy іп 
2025, the municipal ргорегtу farm tax exemption was raised from $100,000 to $250,000. 
But it's quite another to break those numbers down based оп the average mill гаtе to 
show that the state's farmers will save roughly $4,500 each рег уеаг because of CFBA's 

work getting the increase passed. 

Оп the federal level, telling farmers that through AFBF's advocacy іп 2024, Congress 
passed the Emergency Commodity Assistance Program may Ье meaningful to some, 
but letting them know that 444,000 farmers across the country received payments 

averaging $15,764 рег operation to help them offset losses from the 2024 егор уеаг is 
а message farmers сап feel іп their wallets - а clear reminder of how Farm Bureau's 
advocacy translates into real dollars sustaining real farms. 

"For the average farmer, Farm Bureau Advantage means proof," said AFBF economist 
Danny Munch. "Farmers аге businesspeople, they make decisions based оп dollars and 
cents. This program takes the work Farm Bureau does еvегу day and quantifles it in 

Continued оп page З 



Having the safety talk with your kids isn't just important­

i t 's essentia І. 
' 

ln 2023, 19% of deaths in off-highway vehicle (OHV) 

accidents were children under 16, with only 2% wearing 

helmets.1 This alarming statistic prompted Nationwide

to launch the Let's Champion Rider Safety® campaign, 

providing tips and resources for effective safety 

discussions and protection for young riders. 

• Learn more at 
Nationwide.com/ATVsafety 

1 U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle and Let's champion rider safety аге service marks 
of Nationwide Mutual lnsurance Company. The Farm Bureau, FB and the FB National logo аге 
trademarks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and аге used with permission under license 
Ьу Nationwide. © 2024 Nationwide FB0-0221CT (08/24) 

Scan code to get 

safety tips for your 

young riders. 

' 

�\. ���-NECТICUT 

� Nationwide• 



FARM BUREAU ADVANTAGE 
Continued from cover 

ways that matter оп the farm: tax savings, lower 

regulatory costs, access to tools and technology, 

disaster relief and policy wins that protect their 

ability to farm." 

Farm Bureau Advantage takes the policy wins 

Farm Bureau has made and flgures out what 

they're worth to farmers, sharing those numbers 

with members Ьу breaking them down into clear, 

easy-to-understand examples. 

But the value isn't just for the member who 

already understands what Farm Bureau does, 

Munch added. Farmers often have neighbors who 

аге skeptical ог unsure whether Farm Bureau 

engagement is worth it. Farm Bureau Advantage 

gives members the tools and data to show 

exactly how advocacy turns into flnancial results. 

"\t lets them say, 'Неге is what we helped deliver 

and here's why it matters for your operation, 

too,"' Munch said. 

Through the program, AFBF staff - economists, 

LegaL experts, and government affairs teams -

work with state Farm Bureaus to: 

• Find advocacy wins: Віg ог small, anything that

helped farmers save money ог avoid new costs.

• Crunch the numbers: How much does а tax break

save the average farm? How much did avoiding

а new rule keep in farmers' pockets? What does

better program access mean in real dollars?

• Share the results: AFBF creates graphics,

talking points, and simple examples that

state Farm Bureaus сап use in newsletters,

meetings, and member outreach.

The flrst set of national "advocacy win" graphics 

is already out, with more оп the way. Munch 

FARM INVESТMENT ТАХ CREDIT 

CONNECTICUT 

1.0% of Expenses Assumptlon 

• Connecticut Farm Bureau delivered real savings
through the СТ Farm ВіІІ.

presented the program along with several 

graphics at CFBA's Annual Meeting in November, 
putting dollar amounts to some of CFBA's 

recent wins. 

Munch also provided members at the meeting 

with а broader farm economy update, covering 

trade pressures, rising production expenses, labor 

and infrastructure disadvantages abroad, and 

the growing role of off-farm income. That context 

helped frame why Farm Bureau's policy work 
is so essential right now. "Overall," said Munch, 

"members were excited to have new, data-driven 

tools they сап use to communicate the value of 

Farm Bureau to their neighbors and communities." 

Munch, who grew up in East Lyme and got 

his start in agriculture through Connecticut 

4-Н- showing livestock, volunteering at fairs,
and later studying Livestock Management

and Ag Economics at UConn, said he was

grateful to return home and share the
advocacy work Farm Bureau is doing.

"Looking around the room and seeing farmers 

whose kids І grew up with in 4-Н, ог families 

whose farms І volunteered оп, was incredibly 

meaningful," he said. "lt's а reminder of the 

strength of Connecticut's agricultural community: 

small, but mighty, and deeply connected. lt also 

highlights the value of the 4-Н pipeline in keeping 

young people engaged in agriculture." 

WHY ІТ MAПERS RIGHT NOW 

Farm Bureau Advantag·e gives farmers а clearer 

picture of how CFBA's work helps keep their 

farms going. lt shows that advocacy isn't 

just something that happens in Hartford ог 

Washington. \t's something that makes а real, 

measurable difference оп the farm. 

And that helps Farm Bureau stay strong, stay 

accountable, and keep flghting for the people 

who grow our food and саге for our land. 

• New 20% refundable Farm lnvestment Тах Credit helps
farmers upgrade equipment and buildings.

• Using USDA patterns, about 10% of farm expenses go 
toward eligible capital purchases.

• That means СТ farmers could receive -$13.4М in
annual tax credits.

• Average benefit: about $2,740 perfarm {received in
larger lump years when they invest).

• А major Farm Bureau-driven win supporting
modernization and competitiveness.

11= American Farm Bureau Federation 

in farm production 
expenses іп 2024 

$67 MILLION 
for eligible machinery, 
equipment, and improvements 
(est. 10% оІ expenses) 

Average of $2,740 
per farm per farm 
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FROM ТНЕ FARM 
is published Ьу The Connecticut Farm 

Bureau Association. The editor welcomes 

letters оп agricultural topics and news 

items about Farm Bureau members and 
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ТНЕ MISSION OF 
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is to elevate the stature of agricultuгe 

іп our state. Through education, market 

promotion and legislative advocacy, we 

strive to increase farm income and to 

improve the quality of life not only for 

Connecticut farmers, but also fог their 

consumers. 
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Не started with game birds, experimenting with raising pheasant, quail, 

and other species used Ьу hunting clubs. These early efforts laid the 

foundation for а much larger vision. McCool recognized that high-quality 

poultry, raised with саге and processed responsibly, had а growing 

market - both for consumers and for other farms. Ву 2017, he took the 

leap and established Steadfast Farms as а full-time enterprise. 

Today, the farm produces а variety of poultry for home 

cooks, restaurants, and retailers, but its real distinction lies 

in its on-farm, USDA-inspected processing facility. 

For years, small poultry growers іп Connecticut faced а major Ьаггіег. 

They could raise birds, but flnding а place to legally and affordably 

process them for commerce - especially under USDA inspection - often 

meant long drives out of state ог settling for limited capacity. McCool 

saw that gap, he says, and knew that if Connecticut poultry producers 

were going to remain viable, the region needed local processing. 

SO НЕ BUILT ІТ. 

Now in its third еаг of offering Connecticut's only on-farm USDA­

inspected poultry slaughter and processing, McCool says Steadfast 

processes roughly 15,000 chickens and about 3,000 turkeys for dozens 

of other farms - many of which have increased their production because 

of it. The facility allows McCool to also harvest his own birds -he began 
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raising chickens and turkeys for processing last уеаг. His operation, 

he says, reduces travel time for local farmers, keeps more dollars іп 

Connecticut, and supports small farms that otherwise struggle to access 

reliable processing. 

The facility also produces ап expanding lineup of poultry products -

whole birds, specialty cuts, ground meat, sausages, stocks, and other 

value-added items that help local farms reach new markets. Nothing 

goes to waste, he says. The farm donates edible parts, like giblets, to 

а local food bank. Other parts аге rendered for stock and commercial 

dogfood, and Steadfast is developing а гаw dogfood product that McCool 

says will Ье available іп 2026. Bird manure, ріпе brooder bedding, and 

graywater from the processing facility аге recycled ог composted. 

"We make sure every part is being used, most of the time for value­

added products, to ensure we're not wasting апу part of that bird and 

it's being fully utilized to feed families and communities іп а variety of 

different ways," says McCool. 

From the beginning, McCool set out to build а farm that reflected his 

values. The farm operates under а humane-handling certiflcation that 

requires careful attention to animal well-being. These standards affect 

everything from the facility's design to staff training. Steadfast is also in 

the process of completing USDA Organic certiflcation for its processing 

operation (he provides discounts to NOFA members), and plans to bring 

а food truck to the market in 2026. 



Beyond processing, McCool maintains partnerships with chefs, grocery 

stores, and specialty food retailers who want humanely- and pasture­

raised, organic, and regionally sourced poultry. This gives Connecticut­

grown poultry а foothold in markets typically dominated Ьу large 

national suppliers, he says. 

For other farms, Steadfast serves as both а processor and an adviser. 

As Connecticut's chapter president of the Farmer Veteran Coalition, 

McCool employs and mentors veteran farmers, walking them through 

grant applications and other veteran farmer programs, like Connecticut 

Veteran Grown, which provides marketing assistance and resources 

to veteran farmers. His ехрегіепсе as а flrst-generation farmer and а 

veteran makes him approachable as he remembers exactly what it was 

like to ask other farmers the basic questions and learn everything from 

the ground up, he says. 

McCool's achievements have earned statewide recognition, including 

being named Connecticut's Outstanding Young Farmer, and his farm also 

received state transition funding that helped bring the processing facility 

to life. 

What makes Steadfast Farms stand out isn't just that it raises poultry. 

lt's that the farm fllls one of the most important - and often overlooked 

- gaps in the regional food system. Without accessible USDA processing,

small poultry farms simply cannot grow. 

Ву providing that service locally, McCool has helped сгеаtе 

poss ibi lities fог dozens of p r oducers who might otherwise 

Ье shut out of the maгket. 

WILD CULТIVATED SHIITAKE MUSHROOMS 

, Wholesale to the trade , Best Agroforestry methods 
, Grown оп Conпecticut white 

oak logs 
, Dehydrated for 2 year shelf life 
, Fresh harvests every week 

, Deep umami flavor & health 
benefits 

, Special treat for your CSA boxes 
, Call or write for samples 

VERSAILLES FARМS 

52 Locust Road, Greenwich 

203-862-0400 , info@versaillesfarms.com

1-800-353-3331 
101 Hampton Road 
Pomfret Center, СТ 
06259 нull 'f' 
Helping sustain your forest 
Ьу providing а path to 
financial return 

forest products 

www.hullforest.com 
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Growing Beauty and Value іп Your Forests Since 1965 

, Professional woodland management 
• Careful timber harvesting
• Always buying logs
• We help keep forests as forests 

• lnstallation of high tensile woven wire up to 8' & 10' 
high for the most effective deer control. lnstalla­
tions to USDA and NRCS standards. 

• lnstallation of livestock fencing, cattle grates, high 
tensile electric and high tensile woven wire for
cattle, goats, sheep and horses. 

• Post Pounding for trellising of apples and grapes. 

• Competitive Pricing оп аІІ fence supplies. 

• Smart Net Systems installed as well. 

www.nodeer.com
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Your Local Farm lnsurance Agency 

35 COLD SPRING ROAD, UNIT 221 • Rocкv HІLL, СТ 06067 

860-257-0022 • LWINSURES.COM 

МАТТ WRAIGHT • MAТТW@LWINSURES.COM 
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NATIONWIDE WAS •sрот ON' 

IN RESPONDING ТО BARN FIRE 

Jeff Lipton couldn't believe how fast his hay barn went 

up in flames that September afternoon in 2019. He'd been 

1 О miles away оп а tractor raking а hayfleld when he got 

the call from staff at Pleasant View Farms saying that 

someone smelled smoke. 

Before he'd had а chance to make his way back to the farm 

оп his tractor, he said, he got another call saying, "Don't 

bother, the barn's already collapsed." 

"That's how fast it went up," says Lipton, who along with 

his two sons operates the four-generation Somers farm, 

which supplies hay, feed, grain and bedding products 

to farms across the region. "Іt was а terrible, terrible 

experience." 

But atmost as fast as the barn burned, his Nationwide 

lnsurance representative was on site with а flre 

inspector, assessing the damage and discussing what 

needed to happen to keep Pleasant View running. 

"І'vе never dealt with an insurance company as spot-on as 

Nationwide was," says Lipton. "They answered the call 

from the farm and they were out within а day ог two. 

They brought а flre specialist in, it was vегу fast. І got 

the numbers together for reconstruction and within three 

weeks we had checks in our hand and were paying people 

to rebuild." 

The flre's costs - from cleanup to loss of product to 

reconstruction - were covered, and Ьу the end of October, 

а new barn was up. 

"There was по holdup in getting the funds released and 

within а few weeks we got а crew of Amish builders from 

Pennsylvania to come replace the building, so it was back 

up that fall," says Lipton. "Nationwide was superb, catering 

to the farmer who had а loss," he adds. "They put the 

farmers flrst." 
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ВЕ GOOD ТО ТНЕ LAND & ТНЕ LAND WILL ВЕ GOOD ТО YOU 

Farm Founder, Philip James Jones 1821-1912 

FAMILY FARMS 

& WINERY 

Proud Supporter of 

Connecticut Farm Bureau 
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LOW-COST WAYS SMALL FARMS 

CAN LEAN INTO TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 

Technology is transforming agriculture, and small farms аге по 

exception. With the right tools, even modest operations сап boost 

productivity, reduce risk and stay competitive. 

Today's agricultural technology comes with tools designed 

to empower farmers, streamline operations and maximize 

productivity, and it's now more accessible than ever, even for 

small-scale farms. Thanks to advancements іп technology and 

increasing competition in the market, many of these tools аге 

becoming more affordable and scalable. Farm management apps 

аге often available through subscription models ог even free 

versions, making it easy for small farmers to access livestock 

tracking, grazing schedules and record-keeping without а high 

upfront cost. 

· Soil and weather sensors

· Drones and GPS systems

· Remote monitoring systems

These innovations аге shaping а future where small farmers 

сап leverage cutting-edge tools to improve efflciency and yields, 

closing the gap between large- and small-scale agricultural 

operations. 

RISK MANAGEMENT THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 

lnnovative technology not only boosts efflciency but сап also 

improve safety and mitigate risks. Nationwide partners with а 

variety of agtech vendors to provide solutions to customers with 

preferred pricing. 

· Asset tracking and theft prevention

With Razor Tгacking, farmers сап monitoг the location and usage 

of their equipment in real time, reducing the risk of theft and 

ensuring efflcient use. This system provides реасе of mind and 

helps pгotect these crucial assets, potentially saving farmers 

thousands of dollars in losses ог downtime. 

• Fіге prevention tools

• Ргораnе safety systems

These solutions provide small farms with the tools needed to 

address potential threats before they become costly problems. 

Ву investing іп the right tools and technologies, small farms 

сап pave the way for greater resilience, efflciency and success. 

With Nationwide as their partner in innovation, adopting and 

implementing agtech solutions has never been easier ог more 

essential. 

ІtІІ Nationwide·u is on your side 

Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle, and Nationwide is on your side аге 
service marks of Nationwide Mutual lnsurance Company. © 2025 Nationwide 

At Nationwide� we're committed to protecting your 

future and your next-whatever that might Ье. 

Whether you're focused on business success, family security 

or community prosperity, Nationwide® сап help you constantly 

evolve to ensure а bright future. 

То learn more, visit 
nationwide.com/cfba 

Nationwide
0 

' 
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Products аге underwritten Ьу Nationwide Mutua1 lnsurance Company and affiliated companies, Columbus, 
Ohio, and are subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. Availability varies. Nationwide 
lnvestment Services Corporation, member F1NRA, Columbus, Ohio. Nationwide and the Nationwide N and 
Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual lnsurance Company. The Farm Bureau and the letters FB are 
registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and are used under license Ьу Nationwide. 
© 2024 Nationwide FB0-0222CT (08/24) 

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE IS ТНЕ ENDORSED PROPERTY & CASUALТY !NSURANCE PROVIDER FOR CONNECГICUТ FARМ BUREAU МЕМВЕRS. 



� � CONNECTICUT

,�' FARM 8UREAU" 

78 Beaver Road, Suite 1 С 

Wethersfield, СТ 06109 

www.cfba.org 
BARBARA GALOVICH 

ELLINGTON CONSEHVATION COMMISSION 
55 MAIN ST 
РО ВОХ 187 
ELLINGTON СТ 06029-0187 

· 111І'І''І1ІІ І•t 11 •І 1' І І1 ІІ I І І11 • • 11 І І 111! 11 І I ІІІ I І І I І I Іі І\ І 11 • • ·'

О� FARМ CREDIT EAST

FULLY 
FOCUSED ON 
SUPPORTINC 
YOUR VISION. 

At Farm Credit East, the future has never been сІеагег. 

Today, there аге plenty of distractions in agriculture to sway producers and their 

partners from the task at hand. But Farm Credit East maintains the same mission­

driven strength that helps both our teammates and customer-owners stay focused 

оп the future. We're proud to meet the credit and financiaL needs of Northeast farming, 

forestry, fishing and agribusiness, aLL while gaining new perspective ourselves. 

farmcrediteast.com І 800.562.2235 

Crop Growers егор insurance from Farm Credit East is an equal opportunity provider. 

Loans & Leases 

Accounting Services 

Profitability Consulting 

Тах Preparation & Planning 

Appraisals 

Estate Planning 

Beginning Farmer Pгograms 

Crop & Livestock lnsurance 
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