
Kyrene del Norte – Dual Language Academy

February 2, 2026

Principal's Imprint

Dear Norte Families,

February is a meaningful and joyful month at Kyrene del Norte—one that
highlights student voice, community connection, and the celebration of
history and culture.

We are excited to welcome families to Student-Led Conferences during the
week of February 4th–6th, 2026. These conferences are a powerful
opportunity for our students to take ownership of their learning, reflect on
their growth, and share their academic journey with you. We are proud of
how confidently our Norte students use language to explain their thinking,
set goals, and celebrate progress in both English and Spanish.

We also warmly invite you to join us for Friendship Day Picnic on February
13th, 2026, a special time for our Norte families to come together in the
spirit of kindness, inclusion, and connection. Friendship Day reflects our
belief that strong relationships are at the heart of a thriving school
community.

Throughout the month, we will be honoring and celebrating Black History
Month, recognizing the profound contributions, resilience, and voices of
Black leaders, scholars, artists, and change-makers. As a dual language
school, we are especially mindful of the role language plays in how we make
connections to our communities. Frederick Douglass reminds us:

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5z8n6n52R03cxyXI8YsYZQ~~/AAAAARA~/J8vGKPMnKP4AMEFQod-yzD7YTsOmg6aKdrjDnvkAftaylQhXNAt83xrvv4kb9El5_vPF2KlY1KBS24a4zUyws8tiGIndtWBpHgZeF6x882g~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5z8n6n52R03cxyXI8YsYZQ~~/AAAAARA~/J8vGKPMnKP4AMEFQod-yzD7YTsOmg6aKdrjDnvkAftaylQhXNAt83xrvv4kb9El5_vPF2KlY1KBS24a4zUyws8tiGIndtWBpHgZeF6x882g~


“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.”
This quote speaks to the power of gaining access to voice, confidence, and
choice —values we strive to cultivate in our students every day.

Thank you for your continued partnership, presence, and commitment to our
Norte community. We look forward to seeing you on campus and celebrating
learning, friendship, and history together.

Con sincero agradecimiento,

Jaime Soto

Principal

Kyrene del Norte Dual Language Academy



The Kyrene School District is pleased to continue the successful Positive Parenting Series this school
year, focusing on issues that affect families both at school and at home. We hope you can join us.

Feb. 18 – Reducing Family Conflict
Learn practical strategies to improve communication, strengthen relationships, and reduce conflict
within your family.
Presenter: Janna McGuire
Date and Time:  February 18, 2026  @6:00pm-7:00pm
Registration/Zoom Link 
In Partnership with the Tempe Coalition

Feb. 19-  IEP Training with Encircle Families 
Learn about the special education process and the Individualized Education
Program (IEP). Understand who is required to attend the IEP meeting
and the roles of each team member (including parents). Review the
required parts of an IEP, learn how parents can prepare for and be more
effective during the IEP meeting and how they can track their child’s
progress. Discover the options available if the IEP team does not agree.
Hosted By:  ESS Department 
Date and Time:   February 19, 2026  @ 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Location:  
Kyrene District Office 
8700 South Kyrene Road 
Tempe, AZ 85284

Parent Information Nights

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/MSCW559X0duEkZTKS_WYCQ~~/AAAAARA~/ur68SSlEEgB-MKUCXBLezA7gmnTm2uXofXVHjWl_DlpYK6umwv4a2fBL5Z3_vSPcuB7ZxZXdwHudoI4-5nmUKJDzuZqnakyO84wjJLvu5qX8E_NgYBZ3JJHjUmNx3qvBU2T7eO4OSrBMDy1ZEAywzZNncvksFSIh1tZlqugaD0I~


WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great Students) is an innovative
father (father-figure) involvement, educational initiative of the
National Center For Fathering. At Norte, we believe that having a
positive role model on campus makes a big difference not only in
your child's life, but that of other students. By simply being
present and visible, Watch DOGS show all students that education
is important while enhancing school security and reducing
bullying.

For more information on the national program: WATCH D.O.G.S. 

For questions or information, contact Mr. Vasquez
Sign up for Watch D.O.G.S.
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Kyrene Family Resource Center - Serving our Community!

The Kyrene Family Resource Center supports basic needs in order
for all Kyrene students to achieve their maximum potential.
Kyrene families and employees are welcome to receive support
with immediate needs, including: food, gently used school
clothing, hygiene supplies, school supplies, and connections to
outside agencies and resources. 
The Kyrene Family Resource Center strives to support Kyrene
students with basic needs to help students achieve their best in
school!
For the most up-to-date information, please visit us on Facebook

Kyrene Registration Opens Feb. 3rd

 
 

Registration opens Tuesday, Feb. 3rd for all New Student or
current student school change requests. New to Kindergarten
families and New to Norte families can enroll HERE.
Any school change requests can be done at this time as well.
 
Screenings for early entrance to kindergarten for the 2026-
2027 school year will take place on June 1, 2026 and June 2,
2026. Please review the steps HERE for our entire Early
Entrance Process.

School Tours happening now!

School tours have begun! These are held in the mornings on Fridays through F 2026.
If you have friends, family, neighbors that are interested in learning more about our Dual
Language program here at Kyrene del Norte, please refer them to the front office
(480-541-4800) to schedule a time to tour our school, Or fill out the online form.
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Dual Language Carnival: Mark your calendars!

Norte's families are welcome to attend the Marcos de Niza Dual Language Carnival on
Tuesday, February 3rd from 5:30–7:30 p.m. Meet other dual language families in our
community during this fun Carnival event.

 

 



Staff Spotlights

Sarah Halton | Academic Interventionist &
English Language Development

How long have you been in education? 
This is my 26th year in education and 9th year at Norte.
 
What inspired you to work in education? 
I wanted to make a social impact.
 
What do you love most about your job? 
Seeing students make connections with what they are learning
 
Where are you from originally?
Wisconsin
 
What do you enjoy doing outside of work? 
I love spending time with my family, hiking, running, and reading. 

Fun facts, hobbies, or something most people don't know about you? 
I always have a book on hold at the Library.

Favorite quote or motto? 
"The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams"
  - Eleonor Roosevelt
 

 



Maria De la Peña Enriquez | 2nd Grade
Spanish Teacher
How long have you been in education? 
This is my 2nd year of teaching. I started as a certified teacher at
Norte in 2024, student taught at Norte in the 22-23 school year,
and interned at Norte during the 21-22 school year! :)

What inspired you to become an educator? 
I had great teachers growing up who cared about me and made
learning fun and that inspired me to want to do the same!  
 
What do you love most about your job? 
I love getting to watch my students make progress and grow
throughout the year (and hear their silly conversations), and I also
love the staff who make work enjoyable and have supported me as
a new teacher!
 
Any special achievements, certifications, or roles you’d like
highlighted?
I have endorsements in Bilingual Education and English as a Second
Language and I graduated from ASU with the Moeur Award! 
 
Where are you from originally? 
I was born in Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, Mexico, lived in Puebla for
a little, but was raised in Phoenix, Arizona! 

What do you enjoy doing outside of work? 
I love doing Pilates, going for walks, cheering on the Phoenix Suns,
and spending time with friends and family.

Fun facts, hobbies, or something most people don't know about
you? 
I love journaling & scrapbooking! I’m also currently trying to learn
a third language (German)!.   

Favorite quote or motto? 
“Treat people with kindness” - Harry Styles

 

 



Briana Gutierrez | ELL IA & Lunch Monitor
How long have you been in education?
This is my first year working at Norte!
 
What inspired you to work in education? 
I had such amazing teachers growing up and decided that I wanted
to have a positive impact on future students and provide a safe
space for them. 
 
What do you love most about your job? 
I love being able to be a safe space for the students and provide
some guidance to them
 
Where are you from originally? 
Arizona
 
What do you enjoy doing outside of work? 
I love traveling and going to concerts!.

Fun facts, hobbies, or something most people don't know about you?
I sing and did musical theater in high school!!

 



CONGRATULATIONS to the Student of the Month
nominees for January!
 
Kindergarten:   Olivia Martinez, Stevie Sipka, Samuel Morales
                         Castor, Deyani Febles

1st Grade:   Pedro de los Reyes Carrillo, Ines Rios, Lola
                    Echeverria, Ryan Robertson, Falco Abalos

2nd Grade:   Mateo Barbosa, Hazel Herrick, Anthony Huitron,
                     Amelia McDorman

3rd Grade:   Virgina Ierley, Zoey Wright, Madeleine Frie

4th Grade:    Ariella Sabori, Elise Roque, Maxwell Morris, Ernesto
                     Guevara Celaya

5th Grade:    Zoey Lew, Olivia Singleton, Emma Martinson, Hudson
                      Lineberger

February Perfect Attendance Challenge
 

For the month of February, we will have our Q3 perfect
attendance challenge! Let's aim for over 200 perfect
attendance awards (that mean's NO tardies as well!)

 
 

Other months for Perfect Attendance Awards
will be (one per quarter):

April
 

Prizes for those months will be announced at a later time.

It is that time of the year
again.... Cold/Flu season.
 
Help protect your family by
sticking to these healthy
habits:

1. Wash hands constantly
2. Get plenty of sleep
3. Have good nutrition
4. Keep up the hydration
5. Exercise regularly
(screen-free)



School Times & Attendance Information

Playground opens: 8:40AM 
First Bell Rings: 9:05AM
School Begins: 9:10 AM 

Students dropped off after 9:10AM need to be
signed in at the front office. 

ATTENDANCE LINE: 480.541.4801 
The attendance line is open 24/7

Parents/guardians are required to call the
attendance line day their child is absent,
indicating the student's name, grade, and there
must be a reason for the absence.
 
Please call before 8:30 AM to ensure the student
is accounted for. 

For student safety, it is essential that we verify
that you are aware that they are not in school. 
For extended absences, administration
approval is needed. 

School attendance is not only a good habit, but
state law requires it. 

To keep families informed regarding their
student's attendance, letters will be sent to
families when a child has been absent 4 days,
8, days, 13 days, and when a student has
reached chronic absenteeism which is more
than 18 absences. 
 
NOTE: Due to the busy end-of-day activity in
the office, we request that all students being
checked out early, be done so at least 20
minutes before the end of the school day.



 

NEW!! In addition to calling in an absence on
the attendance line, you can now report your
child’s absence through ParentVue by
following these steps:

1. Log int ParentVUE
2. Click the Report Absence button
3. Enter Absence Information
4. Click Save to submit to the attendance

office.

The Norte Running Club
meets every Tuesday
and Thursday @ 8:40m
before the start of the
school day in the 2nd
and 3rd Quarters. Open
to ALL students.
Need volunteers each
morning on Tuesdays
and Thursdays.
 
 
Running Club Page

Drama Club is open to
4th and 5th grade
students. Rehearsals
are mornings before
school.
We performed "Mary
Poppins" this year and
it was incredibly fun,
challenging and
rewarding. Join us
again next year!
 
Drama Club Page
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Norte News is open to
4th and 5th grade
students. Each year, a
team of students work
together to write,
produce, and present
daily announcements
for Kyrene del Norte.
 
Norte News Page

First Lego League has
begun and is open to
4th & 5th graders only.
Meeting on Mondays
through November.
 
The final meeting
was December 8th
with a Family
Showcase.
 
First Lego League page
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Fs9fOYM0wRpKSvHHt_F-FA~~/AAAAARA~/YYsOso-Rk6CBZmoGB-pxB5Bqyz49RMR1sCrMmaGUwl9nTY9y01ZHJjzpY6CiNZKlrFDRC5KxngqYDIKdUtjF-PKJZDEh5insXXOuKYRWaVFYBSDhaOhs914kgoVD5pSdu8RqerEr8kFrF9zXdU189mojMSJbaHn_jgSDduMKtlJwUj2epkm1XuBRHD-CSjQ9


Student Council is a leadership club where
students work together to make a positive
impact on our school and community.
 
February 2 - 6, Friendship Grams will be sold
before and after school. Send a friendship
gram for just $1 each to friends, teachers or
staff members. Delivery will be on Friday, Feb.
13th
 
Student Council Page

NEW ANNOUNCEMENT!!  Homework Club will NOT meet on Wednesdays going forward.
It is available on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings only.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/93ZZ-_PnxYcteefFMAJrIw~~/AAAAARA~/ugxC2m-ClPqvp8tFnhz18wP8miDHHsxA-NYmvrCWpgXimnyfJiHaBAuGjK8u9eHD7Pr-39nTHIO_z7Slc9hnbjwTOOPvTgTrKsi-lNdqVUHD0f_QMV3GrcEjpj1yhUk1hwpGNowlmn-yAhtywVR8IZaYy23rZ4I9WYHG3ZSnhl8~


 



Upcoming Dates

FEBRUARY

National Black History Month
Bus Driver Appreciation Month 

FEB 2-6: School Counselor Appreciation Week 

FEB 4-6: Spring Conferences - EARLY

 RELEASE ALL 3 DAYS

FEB 10:  NNO @ Slick City and Portillo's 

FEB 13:  Friendship Day Picnic (see schedule) 

FEB 13:  Dine and Donate at Cane's

FEB 16:  Presidents' Day - NO SCHOOL 

FEB 21:  PHX Suns NNO @ 3pm

FEB 23:  Student of the Month @ 9:30am FEB 

27: NNO at Bonfire Grill 6-9pm

Food Services

In addition to InTouch Receipting and cash/check
payments, families may now use LINQ Connect—
a website and mobile app that allows instant
deposits, spending limits, alerts, sibling
transfers, and more.
Learn more at the Food Services webpage. 

Lunch Menus
Lunch Payments
Lunch Balances
Apply for Free and Reduced Meals
FAQs

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/p9ouM0jPJnpU9lpKXPx59w~~/AAAAARA~/cUFAIDkGiX_zDYrvMsVJZFr_eEW5ROxLhlMTnHzsNBZYnDiWpwiBhvBAAt736xJYIG_Wo2LrVIL5wKKGbgSgRyyEwAPwHgbjH6oL4lJkfEMt6crRsBn3_8443pjKl9jVQxJJIdq6ogOK2e-eo1Yma5MkEeMzgzil3EfWKUyBpH6Pd_yAh-yu2Y1EuxDrFeZLrI9qxls0rqosU9bpgVeu3w~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/p9ouM0jPJnpU9lpKXPx59w~~/AAAAARA~/cUFAIDkGiX_zDYrvMsVJZFr_eEW5ROxLhlMTnHzsNBZYnDiWpwiBhvBAAt736xJYIG_Wo2LrVIL5wKKGbgSgRyyEwAPwHgbjH6oL4lJkfEMt6crRsBn3_8443pjKl9jVQxJJIdq6ogOK2e-eo1Yma5MkEeMzgzil3EfWKUyBpH6Pd_yAh-yu2Y1EuxDrFeZLrI9qxls0rqosU9bpgVeu3w~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Q25PPUr9qfL4zEdaii2jAw~~/AAAAARA~/weZ2nkzs7xOp8JQ22PovAoDQsjSwoeMSpKacVEEfCUb2jylsMmctAzK-l0OBQTFEYBQJwYLHZ1FW5BQVsyUX91L3PV2SfbYU8ssxo9r30wieNuOP0TfZWRn7QeRJXjxnclRc3_YGdUDuxIrkwVdL2AzOisPJ_R_7w-LMhnb-aQ4j91AHw-qN05uJ4D4eOvW_H7sOI6lbW4JzEhQmcTFiu55TocNKnaxZ9G1r2lYYABAGYD4ZUsBvIhimecNbrUOFqFzUYJQTYavkq2JKtriYw0CKHN0Z4e_TLfJsTu4Jitn-vV8-D7rwMOo83k5KcIo2WmOXggp6cADCJvQmIH3f3xDoO62pY20AjWjWaytJoTByTey6N-Moy4YMs35U2UYR82ciMjmLuQOW8uozD4tAgQ~~


MAR 6: Field Day / End of Q3

MARCH 7 - 23: NO School - Spring Break

MAR 24: Start of Q4 - full day of learning

MAR 27: Running Club Awards Assembly

MAR 31:  NNO @ Jeremiah's Italian Ice

View Full Calendar

ParentVue NEW - Must complete forms

Each year, families are asked to review and
acknowledge important information, including
contact/emergency details, district policies, and
survey preferences. 

This information is now available in ParentVUE
for your review. Please log into your account and
complete this process. If your Emergency
Contact form has not been submitted for the
25-26 school year, you will not be able to
move on to register for the 26-27 school year.

Parent Resource Link

Important: Sign up
for Text Messages!

In the event of an emergency,
text messages are the fastest
and most effective way to
communicate information to
families. You must opt in to
receive text communications!
Text "Y" or "yes" to 67587 to
begin receiving text messages
from our school and Kyrene
School District. 
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Volunteers

Process for Volunteer -- Parent or Guardian of Student in Class/Program:
Time: Once per year, prior to the start of the volunteer service
Process:

A. Complete the Volunteer Information Form
B. If you have children attending more than one school and plan to volunteer at each, inform the
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school staff, who will assist in sharing the information contained on the form.
C. If you would like to volunteer for an overnight event, refer to the process below.

Kyrene School District recognizes the role of Step-Parents and, unless notified of the contrary, will afford
them the same volunteer opportunities.

Process for Volunteer – Non Parent/Guardian or Parent/Guardian Attending Overnight Event
Time: Once per year, prior to the start of the volunteer service
Process:

A. Obtain an IVP Card
Volunteers without an IVP Card have two options:
1. Contact the Principal of the school or Sponsor of the overnight activity to determine if
there are school or activity funds to cover the cost ($75) of your IVP card. Schools have
limited funds available for this purpose and may choose to approve the funds based on
need of the site or program.
2. Obtain an IVP card as an individual.
• This option is viable for volunteers who may need an IVP card for other
purposes or who wish to volunteer at multiple sites and/or throughout their
students’ school attendance;
• The card is valid for six years and is the property of the individual.

Transportation
Kyrene School District is rolling out a new bus tracking app! This
free app lets you track your child's bus in real time, set up
arrival/departure alerts, and message the Transportation team.
Families should have received an invitation in July to register.
(The app won't work without it!)
Download Stopfinder on the App Store or Google Play.
Check your contact info in ParentVUE. Didn't get the invite?
Contact Transportation at www.kyrene.org/asktransportation. 

The Kyrene Governing Board established a Long-Range Planning Committee
to address enrollment trends and maximize the use of facilities. In
September, the committee reached consensus on a recommendation,
which was presented at the School Board Meeting. The recommendation is
not a reflection of the quality or achievements of any school, but rather a
reflection of Kyrene’s commitment to ensuring all Kyrene schools are
better-resourced and positioned for long-term success. On December 16th
the school board voted to close 6 schools over the next 2 years. Details can
be found on the Kyrene Website for "Kyrene Forward"

We are focused on our mission, keeping our community strong and the
education of all students in our dual language program. The Kyrene
Governing Board’s decision impacts Norte in the 2026-27 school year by
moving our school to not having attendance boundaries. This means all
current and future students will be categorized as open-enrollment
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students. We will have more information in the coming months for those
families that could be affected as bus transportation will not be provided.

 

Contact Us
Kyrene del Norte
1331 E. Redfield Rd.
Tempe, AZ 85283
 
Phone: 480-541-4800
Fax: 480-541-4810
Attendance: 480-541-4801

School Hours: 9:10 am – 3:55 pm
Early Release Wednesday: 1:55 pm
 
Office Hours: 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Every Wednesday at 2:30 pm 

 

Kyrene School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list,
please contact Kyrene School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our
SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students
and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.
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