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Executive Summary/Key Findings 
• Omaha Public Schools continues to expand access to advanced learning 

opportunities, with notable growth across Advanced Placement, Cambridge 
International, and Dual Enrollment opportunities in recent years. 

• Participation in AP courses and exams has increased substantially, coinciding with 
the district’s decision to cover AP exam costs, reducing financial barriers for 
students. 

• During 2024-25, nearly 3,300 OPS high school students participated in almost 6,300 
AP courses and over 2,400 students participated in over 4,500 AP exams. 

• Student performance in AP courses remained strong in 2024-25, with nearly 70% of 
students earning As or Bs. A four percentage point increase in students earning a 
passing score on AP exams has led to over one-third of AP exam takers achieving 
this outcome. 

• Over the past four years the overall number of AP Scholars has increased 
substantially while the number of AP Scholars with Distinction has nearly tripled. 

• The International Baccalaureate (IB) program at Central High School continues to 
provide a rigorous academic pathway for 11th and 12th grade students, with stable 
participation and impressive course and exam performance. 

• 2024–25 marked OPS’s first implementation of Cambridge International coursework, 
expanding advanced learning opportunities for 10th through 12th grade students at 
four OPS high schools. Over 350 students completed the English General Paper 
course and over 200 took their first Cambridge exam for a 62% pass rate. 

• Overall, student participation in courses offered for dual enrollment has grown 
substantially in the past four years. Additionally, the percentage of course 
enrollments where dual credit was earned nearly doubled from 32% to 58%.  

• Academic and Career Education dual enrollment opportunities serve somewhat 
different student populations, collectively broadening access to college-level 
coursework and career-aligned credentials. 

• Overall, female students, students who were not eligible for educational benefits, 
White and sometimes Asian students, students without an IEP, and students who 
were not English learners, tended to be overrepresented in the advanced learning 
opportunities student population. 
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Introduction 
This report provides an in-depth overview of advanced learning opportunities available 
to students in Omaha Public Schools over the past four years with an emphasis on the 
2024-25 school year. Its purpose is to document participation trends, student 
demographics, and performance outcomes across multiple advanced learning 
opportunities. This report focuses on both advanced academics including Advanced 
Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), and Cambridge International, as well 
as other advanced learning opportunities including Dual Enrollment (DE). 
 
The report was developed to support district leadership, school administrators, 
educators, and others in understanding how advanced learning opportunities are 
evolving and how effectively they serve OPS students. By examining multiple years of 
data where available, the report highlights patterns of growth, identifies areas of 
strength, and illuminates considerations related to access and outcomes.  
 
Each section of the report focuses on a specific advanced learning opportunity, 
beginning with an overview of the program and followed by analyses of participation 
trends, demographic representation, and student performance. Collectively, these 
sections are intended to provide a clear picture of how OPS supports rigorous academic 
and career-focused learning experiences and how those opportunities contribute to 
student readiness for college, careers, and post-secondary success. 
 
While this report details several advanced learning opportunities throughout OPS, it 
does not include all opportunities available to students. Future iterations of this report 
may include several more opportunities such as the Early College program at Northwest 
High School, Career Education (CE) Concentrators, work-based learning opportunities, 
and the Seal of Biliteracy. All of the learning opportunities discussed here and proposed 
for future reporting will also be included in a postsecondary readiness indicator in the 
AQuESTT accountability and classification system used by the Nebraska Department of 
Education. This new indicator will be included in AQuESTT beginning with the 2025-26 
school year and will measure the percentage of students in the graduating cohort of a 
school or district meeting one or more of five possible experiences that include 
successful completion of two or more AP/IB/Cambridge/Dual Enrollment courses, 
earning the Seal of Biliteracy, earning the CE Concentrator designation, successful 
completion of a work-based learning experience, or achieving the advanced threshold in 
ELA, math, and science on the statewide ACT assessment. A similar metric will be used 
by OPS to help measure the Moonshot at the high school level by understanding the 
proportion of high school students who experience one of these advanced learning 
opportunities that support the overall literacy and postsecondary readiness of students. 
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Advanced Placement (AP) 
OPS has a long history of offering Advanced Placement (AP) courses and exams to its 
students. These opportunities allow students to gain higher-level academic skills and 
the chance to earn college credit while in high school. AP courses are developed and 
taught by teachers whose expertise and experience in their subject enhance the 
learning experience for students. The curriculum and expectations in AP courses follow 
the College Board AP guidelines. Additionally, AP teachers are encouraged and 
supported by the district to attend course-specific training from the College Board. 
Historically, students voluntarily participated in AP exams at a cost to the student, 
however, in 2022-23 the district began covering the cost of the AP exams for all 
students. Successful completion of AP exams (at most colleges a score of 3, 4, or 5) 
offers students the opportunity to earn advanced academic college credit. All OPS high 
schools offer AP courses and exams to their students across multiple subject areas, 
including English and Literature, Sciences, Social Studies, Mathematics, World 
Languages, and the Arts. See Appendix A for more school-specific information regarding 
AP participation and performance by school, and Appendix B for course and exam 
participation by subject and course. 
 

AP Trends 
Over the past four years, participation in both AP courses and exams has increased 
dramatically. Figure 1 shows the sharp increase in the number of AP course 
completions and individual students taking AP courses beginning in 2023-24. Almost 
3,300 OPS high school students took part in almost 6,300 AP courses during the 2024-
25 school year. Figure 2 shows the continued growth in AP exam participation over the 
past four years, with the most pronounced increase occurring after the district began 
covering exam costs.  
 
Figure 1: District Level Number of AP Course Completions and Individual 
Students Taking AP Courses: 2021-22 to 2024-25 
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Figure 2: District Level Number of AP Exams and Individual Students Taking AP 
Exams: 2021-22 to 2024-25 
 

 
AP Participation by Subject 
Figures 3 and 4 below illustrate the number of AP course and exam completions by 
subject area.  In both course completions and exams, Social Studies and English & 
Literature are by far the most popular subjects.  
 
Figure 3: 2024-25 Number of AP Course Completions by Subject Area 
 

 
 
Figure 4: 2024-25 Number of AP Exams Completions by Subject Area 
 

 
AP Participant Demographics 
Figure 5 compares the demographics of students taking AP courses (blue bars) and 
exams (teal bars) to the demographics of all OPS high school students (grey 
bars).  Male students were underrepresented in the AP student population while female 
students were overrepresented.  Black or African American and Hispanic students were 
underrepresented while White and Asian students were overrepresented.  Students 
eligible for educational benefits and students with IEPs were underrepresented, while 
students not eligible for educational benefits and who did not have IEPs were 
overrepresented.  EL students were underrepresented, while Exited EL students were 
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overrepresented and Not EL students were slightly overrepresented.  In general, the 
differences in representation are more significant in exam participation than in course 
participation. 
 
Figure 5: 2024-25 AP Student Demographics 
 
Courses Exams 
Grade Level Grade Level 

         
Gender Gender 

  
Race/Ethnicity Race/Ethnicity 

  
 
Educational Benefits Status Educational Benefits Status 

  
 
EL Status EL Status 

         
 
IEP Status IEP Status 

  
 
■ Students Taking AP Courses      ■ Students Taking AP Courses 
■ High School Official Membership   ■ High School Official Membership 
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AP Performance 
Historically, a majority of AP students have earned As and Bs in their AP courses while 
only about one-third of students earned passing grades (3, 4, or 5) on their AP exams. 
Figures 6 and 7 show that both the percentage of students earning As and Bs in their 
AP course and the percentage of students earning a passing score on their AP exam 
have increased in recent years. This is especially true for AP exams in 2024-25. 
 
Figure 6: Students Earning As and Bs in AP Courses: 2021-22 to 2024-25 

 
 
Figure 7: Students Earning Passing Scores in AP Exams: 2021-22 to 2024-25 

 
 
Figure 8 (below) illustrates 2024-25 AP course and exam performance in greater detail. 
Over 71% of students earned an A or B in their AP courses, while nearly 38% earned a 
3, 4, or 5 on their AP exam.  
 
Figure 8: 2024-25 AP Course and Exam Performance 
 
                    AP Course Marks                      AP Exam Scores 
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AP Scholars 
Many OPS AP students complete multiple AP exams throughout their high school 
careers, and the College Board recognizes successful students with AP Scholar 
awards. Over the past four years, OPS students have earned three different levels of AP 
Scholar awards. The criteria for earning these awards are as follows: 
• AP Scholar – Granted to students who earned a score of 3 or higher on three or 

more AP exams 
• AP Scholar with Honor – Granted to students who earned a score of 3 or higher on 

four or more AP exams AND an average score of 3.25 on all their AP exams 
• AP Scholar with Distinction – Granted to students who earned a score of 3 or higher 

on five or more AP exams AND an average score of 3.5 on all their AP exams 
Table 1 illustrates the growth in the number of OPS students earning the AP Scholar 
awards over the past four years. The overall number of AP Scholars has increased 
substantially while the number of AP Scholars with Distinction has nearly tripled.  
 
Table 1: The Number of OPS AP Scholars: 2021-22 to 2024-25 
 
Award 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 
AP Scholar 130 114 151 229 
AP Scholar with Honor 23 21 42 37 
AP Scholar with Distinction 22 21 27 65 
Total 175 156 220 332 
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International Baccalaureate (IB) 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) program provides a comprehensive and rigorous 
education that emphasizes analytical thinking, strong reading, and writing skills, and an 
international perspective. Its mission is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring 
young people who help create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect. Students may pursue the full IB Diploma Program to earn 
an IB diploma, enroll in the IB Career-related Program to earn a certificate, or take 
individual IB courses, which may lead to college credit based on exam scores and 
successful completion of course requirements. The IB Diploma and Career-related 
Programs are two-year programs for 11th and 12th grade students. Central High School 
has offered the IB Diploma Program for more than 10 years and is now in its second 
year of offering the IB Career-related Program. Central is currently the only school in the 
state of Nebraska authorized to offer the IB Career-related Program. 
 
If students choose to pursue the full IB Diploma Program, they must successfully 
complete six exams in six subject areas: Language A (English), Language B (world 
language), Individuals and Society (Social Studies), Science, Mathematics, and the Arts 
(or another IB elective). Exam scoring includes teacher assessments as well as external 
assessments constructed and graded by educators from throughout the world. These 
exams assess student work as direct evidence of achievement against the stated goals 
of the Diploma Program courses. In addition to the IB exams, students must also 
complete the Core for each program. For the IB Diploma Program students must 
complete an Extended Essay, the Theory of Knowledge class, and CAS (Creativity, 
Activity, Service) requirements.  For the IB Career-related Program students must 
complete a Reflective Project, participate in Community Engagement, and complete a 
Language and Cultural Studies portfolio. 

IB Trends 
The number of students participating in at least one IB course has fluctuated slightly 
from 46 to 51 over the past four years. The number of IB courses completed has 
decreased slightly from 665 in 2021-22 to 558 in 2024-25. 
 
Figure 9: IB Student Participation and IB Course Completion: 2021-22 to 2024-25 
 

 
 

IB Participant Demographics 
Figure 10 compares the demographics of the 2024-25 IB students (blue bars) to the 
demographics of Central High School (grey bars). Male students were 
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underrepresented in the IB student population while female students were 
overrepresented. African American and Hispanic students, along with students eligible 
for educational benefits, were underrepresented in the IB student population while 
White students and students who were not eligible for educational benefits were 
overrepresented. English Learners (EL), Exited EL students, and students with IEPs 
were underrepresented in the IB student population while students who were not EL and 
students without an IEP were overrepresented.  
 
Figure 10: Demographics of the 2024-25 Individual Students Completing at Least 
One IB Course 
 
Grade Level      Gender 

     
 
Race/Ethnicity     Educational Benefits Eligibility  

 
 
EL Status      Special Education Status 

  
 
■ Students in IB 
■ Central High Official Membership 
 

IB Course and Exam Performance 
The majority of 2024-25 IB students earned As or Bs in their IB courses in both 
semester 1 (91.7%) and semester 2 (91.1%). Failure rates were also extremely low (or 
nonexistent) in both semesters. 
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Figure 11: Course Mark Distributions in All IB Courses Combined 

 
 
The May 2025 IB exam session produced strong outcomes, particularly in terms of 
student achievement at or above the internationally recognized benchmark of a score of 
4 or higher (Scores range from 1 to 7). At Central High School, 45 students were 
registered to take IB exams, including 23 grade 12 diploma candidates, 17 grade 11 
diploma candidates with one year left to pursue their diploma, and 5 course-only 
students. Together these students completed 144 IB exams and earned a score of 4 or 
above on 84 exams for a passing rate of 58.3%. See Figure 12 below. Of those 12th 
grade students pursuing the full Diploma Program, 10 candidates (43.5%) successfully 
earned their IB Diploma, with an average of 29 out of 45 diploma points, with the 
highest score being 38 points. Most notably, the average subject grade among diploma 
earners was 4.66, which is well above the passing standard and demonstrates 
consistent performance at level 4 and higher across their courses. See Appendix B for 
counts of students taking IB exams in each subject/IB course. 
 
Figure 12: 2024-25 IB Exam Performance 
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Cambridge International 
The Cambridge International program is intended to prepare students for life beyond 
high school while helping them develop an informed curiosity and a lasting passion for 
learning. Cambridge programs and qualifications are a global standard for international 
education. It is a part of the Cambridge University Press & Assessment – an 
organization that provides world-leading academic research, learning, and assessment. 
The program emphasizes critical thinking, research, analysis, and communication, 
aligned with the knowledge and skills needed to meet college and university academic 
expectations. The 2024-25 school year was the first year OPS offered Cambridge 
courses and started by offering the English General Paper course, primarily to 10th 
grade students.  The schools offering the Cambridge course were Benson, Bryan, 
Buena Vista, and South High Schools. Over 350 OPS students completed the English 
General Paper course during the 2024-25 school year across these four high schools.  
 
In addition to individual courses, Cambridge International offers the Advanced 
International Certificate of Education (AICE) Diploma to students who earn passing 
scores on seven exams in four content areas. The diploma is awarded at the Pass, 
Merit, or Distinction level. Earning the AICE Diploma typically involves participating in a 
three-year program. The 2026-27 school year will be the first year OPS students can 
earn the diploma. 

Cambridge Participation 
Three hundred fifty-two students began their Cambridge journey in 2024-25 by 
completing the English General Paper course. Figure 13 illustrates the number of 
students completing this course at each high school offering the Cambridge program.  
 
Figure 13: 2024-25 Students* Completing the Cambridge English Course 

 
*One student is counted at two schools because they completed ½ the course at each school. They are 
counted only once in the Grand Total.  

Cambridge Participant Demographics 
Figure 14 compares the demographics of the 2024-25 Cambridge students (blue bars) 
to the 2024-25 combined demographics of Benson, Bryan, Buena Vista, and South High 
Schools (grey bars). Male students were slightly underrepresented in the Cambridge 
student population while female students were overrepresented. African American and 
Hispanic students were slightly underrepresented in the Cambridge student population 
while Asian and White students were overrepresented. Students who were eligible for 
educational benefits, and students who had an IEP were underrepresented in the 
Cambridge student population while students who were not eligible for educational 
benefits, and students without an IEP were overrepresented. English Learners (EL) 
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were underrepresented in the Cambridge student population while exited EL students 
were overrepresented. 
 
Figure 14: 2024-25 Individual Cambridge Student Demographics 
 
Grade Level      Gender   

      
 
Race/Ethnicity     Educational Benefits Status 
 

 
 
EL Status      Special Education Status 

 

 

 
■ Students in Cambridge 
■ Benson, Bryan, Buena Vista, and South High Schools Official Membership 

 

Cambridge Course and Exam Performance 
The majority of Cambridge students earned As or Bs in their English General Paper 
course in both semester 1 (64.8%) and semester 2 (69.9%). Failure rates were also 
very low in both semesters.   
 
Figure 15: 2024-25 Cambridge English Course Mark Distributions 
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A subset of students enrolled in the Cambridge English General Paper course opted to 
take part in the Cambridge examination. Exam participation is a key component of the 
program, as Cambridge examinations provide an externally validated measure of 
student learning and the opportunity for students to demonstrate college-level 
proficiency. Table 2 shows the number of students who participated in the Cambridge 
exam experience at each school and the district as a whole. This table also shows the 
number and percentage of students who passed their first Cambridge exam and took 
the first step toward earning their Cambridge AICE Diploma. 
 
Table 2:  2024-25 Cambridge Exam Participation and Performance 
 
School Took the Exam Passed the Exam Pass Rate 
Benson High 53 21 39.6% 
Bryan High 54 35 64.8% 
Buena Vista High 26 22 84.6% 
South High 92 62 67.4% 
OPS District Total 225 140 62.2% 
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Dual Enrollment (DE) 
Dual enrollment (DE) provides college-ready high school students with the opportunity 
to take college credit-bearing courses taught by college-approved high school teachers. 
Students gain exposure to the academic challenges of college while in their supportive 
high school environment, earning college credit and high school credit at the time they 
successfully pass the course. Dual enrollment also facilitates effective partnerships 
between high schools and postsecondary institutions, fostering alignment of secondary 
and post-secondary curriculum. OPS has long standing partnerships with several local 
postsecondary institutions including Metropolitan Community College, University of 
Nebraska Omaha, and Midland University. Dual enrollment opportunities have been 
offered to students at all OPS high schools for more than 10 years. 
 
Dual enrollment offers advanced learning opportunities to satisfy a wider range of 
student interests and future plans.  Dual enrollment opportunities are available in both 
academic courses (predominantly Advanced Placement) and career education courses. 
For a list of academic courses and career education courses offered for dual enrollment, 
see Appendix B. 

Dual Enrollment Participation Trends 
Over the past four years, student enrollments in DE courses (academic and career 
education combined) have increased dramatically from 5,610 course enrollments in 
2021-22 to 10,180 course enrollments in 2024-25. Additionally, the percentage of DE 
course enrollments where dual credit was earned has also increased from 31.6% in 
2021-22 to 57.8% in 2024-25. Figure 16 (below) illustrates the four-year trend for 
academic courses and career education courses separately. Both the number of course 
enrollments and the percentages of enrollments where dual credit was earned 
increased for academic DE courses over the last four years. The trend for career 
education courses over the last four years shows a general increase in course 
enrollments, with a modest decrease in the 2024-25 school year, and a decrease in the 
percentage of DE course enrollments where dual credit was earned. See Appendix A for 
2024-25 school level dual enrollment data.   
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Figure 16: Student Enrollments in Courses Offered for Dual Enrollment and the 
Number and Percent* in Which Dual Credit Was Earned: 2021-22 to 2024-25 

 
*It is important to note that many students who do not earn dual credit do not opt to pursue dual credit.  
 
Over the past four years, the number of individual students enrolling in at least one DE 
course (academic and career education combined) has also increased dramatically 
from 2,486 students in 2021-22 to 4,309 students in 2024-25. Additionally, the 
percentage of students earning dual credit in at least one of their DE courses increased 
from 38.2% in 2021-22 to 58.3% in 2024-25. Figure 17 (below) illustrates the four-year 
trend for academic courses and career education courses separately. Both the numbers 
of students enrolling in at least one DE course and the percentages of students earning 
dual credit in at least one of their DE courses increased for academic DE courses over 
the last four years. The trend for career education DE courses shows a general 
increase in the number of students enrolling in at least one DE course, with a small 
decrease in 2024-25, and a decrease in the percentage of students earning dual credit 
in at least one of their DE courses.  
 
Figure 17: Individual Students Enrolling in at Least One Course Offered for Dual 
Enrollment and the Percentage Who Earn Dual Credit: 2021-22 to 2024-25 

 
Every year multiple students participate in both academic and career education DE 
courses and earn dual credit in both types of courses as well. In 2024-25, 685 students 
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participated in both academic and career education DE courses and 325 students 
earned dual credit in both academic and career education courses.  See Figure 17. 

Dual Enrollment Participant Demographics 
Figure 18 compares the demographics of the 2024-25 students who completed at least 
one academic or career education DE course (blue and dark blue bars respectively) to 
the demographics of all high schools (grey bars). Male students were underrepresented 
in the academic DE course student population while female students were 
overrepresented. African American students were underrepresented in both academic 
and career education DE courses while White students were overrepresented. Students 
who were eligible for educational benefits, and students who had an IEP were 
underrepresented in both academic and career education DE courses while students 
who were not eligible for educational benefits, and students without an IEP were 
overrepresented. English Learners (EL) were underrepresented in both academic and 
career education DE courses while exited EL students were overrepresented. The over 
and under representations for race/ethnicity, educational benefits eligibility, special 
education status, and EL status were more drastic for academic DE courses. Levels of 
participation may differ because of variations in student interests, prerequisites, and 
program structures, among other factors. 
 
Figure 18: Demographics of the 2024-25 Individual Dual Enrollment Students 
 
Grade Level      Gender 

 
 
Race/Ethnicity     Educational Benefits Eligibility  
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EL Status      Special Education Status 

     
 

 
■ Students in Academic Courses 
■ Students in Career Ed Courses 
■ High School Official Membership 
 

Dual Enrollment Course Performance 
2024-25 students who earned dual credit were much more likely to earn As or Bs in 
their DE course. This pattern was evident for both academic courses (81.8% Vs. 46.3%) 
and career education courses (75.4% Vs. 31.2%). It is important to note that some 
students choose to take the high school course without enrolling for college credit due 
to factors such as perceived college readiness, future plans, institutional enrollment 
requirements, and effects on future post-secondary grade point averages. 
 
Figure 19: Mark Distributions for Courses Where Dual Credit Was and Was Not 
Earned 

 
 
  



 

 

19 

Conclusion 
The 2024–25 Post-Secondary Readiness Report demonstrates that Omaha Public 
Schools has made meaningful progress in expanding the availability of and participation 
in advanced learning opportunities. Growth in AP and Dual Enrollment participation, as 
well as the introduction of Cambridge International coursework, reflects a districtwide 
commitment to offering multiple, high-quality options that prepare students for post-
secondary education and the workforce. This report showed when students access 
advanced learning opportunities available in OPS high schools, they frequently achieve 
successful outcomes, such as earning impressive course marks and exam scores, and 
earning college course credit while in high school. 
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Appendix A: Breakdowns by School 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) 
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Dual Enrollment 
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Appendix B: Course and Exam Information by Year 
AP Course Completions for the District by Subject by Year 
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AP Exams for the District by Subject by Year 
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2024-25 Number of International Baccalaureate (IB) Exams 

in Each Course/Subject 
 
IB Course / Subject Number of Exam Completed 
English A: Literature HL 23 
History of Americas HL 23 
History of Americas SL (*IBCP) 1 
French B SL 10 
Spanish B HL 3 
Spanish B SL 10 
Environmental Systems and Societies SL 2 
Social Cultural Anthropology HL 2 
Social Cultural Anthropology SL 9 
Biology HL 5 
Biology SL 4 
Chemistry HL 2 
Chemistry SL 1 
Computer Science HL 3 
Physics HL 7 
Physics SL 7 
Math: Analysis & Approaches HL 6 
Math: Analysis & Approaches SL 7 
Math: Applications & Interpretations SL 9 
Visual Arts HL 6 
Visual Arts SL 4 
Total 144 
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Academic Courses Offered for Dual Enrollment 
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Career Education Courses Offered for Dual Enrollment 
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