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A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPALS

We're halfway through the school year, and our students are hard at work!

Our 1st and 2nd graders are exploring math through the new Innovamat
program, while 3rd and 4th graders continue building strong math skills with
Into Math. Across all grades, students are engaging in Career and Workforce
Readiness activities, developing skills that will prepare them for future
success. Mid-year benchmark assessment data will be coming home this
week. If you have questions about how to read the data, please reach out to
your child’s teacher for guidance.

A big thank you to our teachers for their hard work and dedication during the
first half of the school year — your efforts make all the difference in
supporting student growth.

Please be on the lookout for information about our parent engagement events
in February: Title | Night on the 18th and Donuts with Grownups the morning
of the 19" and 26™ .

In March we will host out first Fluency with Families for Grades 1 and 2.
Families are invited to join the classroom to listen to students read aloud and
support them as they practice their reading fluency.

Homework is now a nightly expectation to help reinforce
skills taught during the school day and build strong learning Q/>
routines. Short, consistent practice supports independence,

responsibility, and long-term retention of key concepts.

Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to a strong and
successful second half of the school year!

Sincerely,

* Mrs. Kumar and Mr. Trozzi



https://forms.gle/qdz2HZ2KmuMkpb5H7

NEW (FAMILIAR) FACES AT HES!

Ms. Peters will be the 2nd grade permanent
substitute in for Ms. Pittman for the
remainder of the school year.

We wish Ms. Pittman the best of luck in her
future endeavors.

Her contact information is below:

epeters@goldenrams.com
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Ms. Sam Eiler will serve as the permanent
substitute for Nurse Brandy for the
remainder of the school year. Many of you
may have seen her at HECC — we're excited
to welcome her to HES and thank her for
supporting our school community!

Her contact information is below:
seiler@goldenrams.com




FIRST GRADE:
HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD

First Graders participated in Holidays
Around the World led by our own high school
students! Each class rotated to different
classrooms  that became  different
countries here at HES. The high school
students researched and presented each
country and their unique holiday
celebrations in a kid-friendly way to our
classes. First graders were able to not just
learn about many different countries and
their traditions but experience different
cultural aspects as well. They had the
opportunity to play games, dance, try
different foods, and even speak and sing in
different languages. The hard work of our
high school students made an extra-special
learning experience for our first graders!

FO0DS EATEN ON CHRISTMAS!

They eat
many different
kinds of
meats and
rices.




SECOND GRADE:
MAKING EVERY MINUTE COUNT

Second grade students have been busy becoming
time experts! In math class, they are learning how
to tell time to the nearest five minutes on analog
clocks, carefully watching the minute and hour
hands work together. Students are also exploring
digital clocks, making connections between the
two formats to better understand how time is
represented.

Along the way, students are building important
math vocabulary by using terms such as quarter
after, quarter till, and half past to describe time
accurately. They are also learning the difference
between a.m. and p.m., helping them understand
daily routines and when events happen throughout
the day.

Through hands-on practice, discussions, and real-
world examples, our second graders are gaining
confidence and strengthening an essential life
skill: telling time!

THIRD GRADE:

HANDS-ON SCIENCE, CAREER EXPLORATION,

AND MATH SUCCESS!
Third grade students have been learning through engaging, hands-on experiences
across the curriculum. In Career and Workforce (CWR), students interviewed a family or
community member and presented about that person’s job, building confidence and
communication skills while exploring careers. In science, Mrs. Milberger’'s class was
selected as one of only a few schools to pilot the Pittsburgh Science Champions
program, a major honor. Students investigated force and motion through hands-on
lessons and were provided with all materials needed to complete the program. In math,
students are working hard on multiplication and division and showing growth in fact
fluency as they advance through the Kick It Math belt levels.
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FOURTH GRADE:
FUTURE JOURNALISTS

This month in ELA we focused on the RIASEC career
of Journalist. First, we worked together to take
notes about what we already know about
journalists. Then students came up with some
questions that they wanted to learn more about.
We watched videos and researched "a day in the life
of a journalist" to see what they do at work each
day. We learned a lot about the variations of the job
and what steps we would need to take to pursue a
career in that area. This aligned perfectly with our
Social Studies unit on identifying our talents and
interests to find careers we might like.

To show what they learned, students created a
"Graffiti Wall" where they drew pictures and wrote
notes all about the job of a journalist. We hung our
Graffiti Walls around the classroom and did a
Gallery Walk to see each other's work. Then we
looked at an example journal article to identify the
various parts of the text. We learned a lot and had a
lot of fun doing the activities!
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SPECIAL AREAS:
BALLOONS OVER BROADWAY

The library and art classes recently collaborated on an exciting cross-curricular project
inspired by Balloons Over Broadway. In the library, students learned about puppeteer
and inventor Tony Sarg and explored the story’s focus on problem and solution,
discussing how Tony overcame challenges by experimenting with different materials to
bring his balloon ideas to life. Third graders then applied this thinking to a hands-on
challenge of their own: the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade route was “interrupted” by
construction. Students were tasked with designing a new parade path. Using markers
to code, they created routes that connected together to form one large class parade,
using Ozobots as the balloons traveling through New York City. In art class, third
graders studied Pop artist Jeff Koons and used his balloon-inspired sculptures as
inspiration for their own artwork. Students created New York City-style backgrounds
with bold balloon designs in the foreground, bringing together art, literacy, problem-
solving, and creativity in a memorable learning experience.
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Highlands Elementary School
Invites you to:

DONUTS :
WITH GROWN-UPS

+MATH FESTIVAL

FEB.19
(1ST & 2NDP)

-1
(3RD & 4TH)

RSVP
3:20AM here Y-
HES CGAFE By February 6th

HES GRADES 1 AND 2

OME LISTEN TO 1°" AND 2*°
GRADERS PRACTICE THEIR
READING FLUENCY

FRIDAY, MARCH 6TH

9:45-9:45 A

#LOOK OUT FOR PETAILS FROM YOUR CHILD"S TEACHER!




