
Unit 1- Introduction to Comparative Politics 
Part II Reading Guide- States, Regimes, and Governments 

PAU-1- Political systems and regimes reflect the dynamic balance of power between the government and its 

citizens. 

a. 1A- Describe differences between regimes, states, nations, and governments. 

b. 1D- Explain sources of power and authority in political systems. 

LEG-1- Political legitimacy reinforces the sovereignty of the state. 

a. 1A- Describe the sources of political legitimacy for different types of regimes among course countries. 

b. 1B- Explain how governments maintain legitimacy. 

PAU-2- Distribution of power and authority and the influence of internal and external actors affect regime 

stability 

a. 2A- Describe federal and unitary systems, among course countries. Explain the purposes of adoption a 

federal or unitary system. 

Directions: Complete the following guided reading questions using Chapter 2 of the Essentials of 

Comparative Politics with Cases textbook. All work must be hand-written. 

1. What are the key characteristics and differences between the following (pg. 32-34): 

a. States 

b. Regimes 

c. Governments 

 

2. Provide examples of (not in the text) each of three forms of legitimacy and explain how that 

example demonstrated that form of legitimacy (pg. 44-45): 

a. Traditional Legitimacy 

b. Charismatic Legitimacy 

c. Rational-Legal Legitimacy 

 

3. Complete the “How do We Measure Stateness” activity on pg 58-59. 

a.   

b.   

c.   



Unit 1- Introduction to Comparative Politics 
Part I Reading Guide- The Practice of Comparative Politics 

MPA-1: Empirical data is important in identifying and explaining political behavior of individuals and 

groups. 

a- Explain how political scientists construct knowledge and communicate inferences and 

explanations about political systems, institutional interactions, and behavior. 

 

Directions: Complete the following guided reading questions using Chapter 1 of the Essentials of 

Comparative Politics with Cases textbook. All work must be hand-written. 

 

1. Explain the difference between Comparative Politics and International Relations? (pg. 5) 

 

 

 

2. Briefly explain (why they are) each of the 7 major challenges faced in the study of comparative 

politics. (pg. 7-11) 

a.   

b.   

c.   

d.   

e.   

f.   

g.   

 

 

3. Explain Modernization Theory. (pg. 14-15) 

 

 

 

4. What are the significant characteristics of institutions (formal and informal)? (pg. 21) 

 

 

 

5. Explain why the balance between freedom and equality so significant to our understanding of 

politics, distribution of power, and institutions within each of the “AP 6” countries? (pg.22-23) 






