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Daniela  Beechner  shows  initiative  and  works  
collaboratively . She works  seamlessly  with  the  
math  team,  scheduling  students,  and  organizing  
classes so that  maximum  instructions  are  
delivered . She is truly  a DWSA star!  

Daniela Beechner
TEACHER
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Monica  Johnson  has become  an arts  leader . She 
took  on  additional  responsibilities  by working  with  
the  Wendy  Wasserstein  project . She is inspiring  a 
new  generation  of  dancers  while  teaching  social  
emotional  skills . 

Monica Johnson
TEACHER
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Patricia  Brown  is not  only  a stellar  teacher,  she is 
an awesome  organizer . She assists  with  testing,  
while  encouraging  students  to  be passionate  about  
reading .  

Patricia Brown
TEACHER
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Susan Whyte  has become  essential  to  the  DWSA 
team . She is an organizer,  and  she loves  her  
students . She pours  herself  into  everything  that  
she does  with  excellence  and  integrity . 

Susan Whyte
TEACHING ASSISTANT



RECOGNITION 2026
Teachers & TeachingAssistants

MOUNT VERNON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

DENZEL WASHINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

Kevin  Sibblies'  love  for  the  children  is so obvious . 
His enthusiasm  and  effervescence  is so refreshing . 
He greets  every  student  with  a smile . 

Kevin Sibblies
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Ms. Fountain  embodies  the  creed  of  DWSA.  She 
serves  her  community  and  her  students  with  
integrity .  She loves  her  job  and  it  shows . 

Danisha Fountain
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Avery  Looney  consistently  brings  a positive,  can-do attitude  to  
everything  she does. She willingly  supports  schoolwide  
initiatives  using  her  creative  talent  to  elevate  our  work  
beyond  expectations . Colleagues  regularly  describe  her  as the  
best  art  teacher  they  have  worked  with,  not  just  for  her  
instructional  skills,  but  for  her  creative  lessons . She takes  
pride  in  her  work  and  makes  our  school  feel  inspiring  for  
scholars  and  staff  alike .

Avery Looney
TEACHER
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Saroya Brown  consistently  plans  engaging,  student -centered  
lessons  that  meet  scholars  exactly  where  they  are . She 
thoughtfully  differentiates  instruction,  ensuring  all  scholars  
are  actively  involved  and  challenged  throughout  the  lesson . 
Her  deep  knowledge  of  her  students  allows  her  to  provide  
targeted,  individualized  support  when  needed . She brings  
creativity  and  her  own  unique  style  to  instruction  and  the  
classroom  environment,  and  itɄs clear  from  her  classroom  
culture  that  scholars  genuinely  enjoy  learning  with  her .

Saroya Brown
TEACHER
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Jacqueline  Ojeda  is a strong  and  consistent  advocate  for  her  
scholars,  ensuring  they  are  fully  included  in  all  aspects  of  school  
life . She actively  creates  opportunities  for  them  to  make  
announcements,  lead  presentations,  and  be visible  leaders  
within  our  school  community . Beyond  her  classroom,  she is 
always  willing  to  assist  wherever  needed  and  plays  an active  role  
on  school  committees  and  teams . Her  efforts  to  help  make  our  
hallways  welcoming  and  inviting  reflect  her  commitment  to  
creating  an inclusive,  supportive  school  environment  for  all .

Jacqueline Ojeda
TEACHER
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Marsha  Hunter  stepped  up  and  led  the  class during  a transition  
period  until  a certified  special  education  teacher  was in  place . 
She did  not  simply  ɇhold the  roomɈ, she planned  purposeful  
lessons,  prepared  the  classroom  for  learning,  and  ensured  
scholars  continued  to  make  progress . She remains  creative,  
responsive,  and  proactive  in  meeting  scholarsɄ needs,  including  
effectively  de-escalating  behaviors  and  building  on  her  
knowledge  of  each  scholarɄs strengths,  interests,  and  needs . Her  
initiative  and  commitment  made  a meaningful  difference  for  her  
scholars  and  the  classroom  community .

Marsha Hunter
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Lorretta  Weekes  confidently  leads  the  class in  the  absence  of  a 
teacher  and  does  so with  purpose  and  skill . She develops  lessons  
aligned  to  scholarsɄ individual  needs  and  interests  and  effectively  
supervises  colleagues  to  ensure  intentional,  coordinated  support  
during  instruction . She demonstrates  strong  classroom  
management  and  has successfully  transformed  behaviors  of  
scholars  who  were  previously  considered  challenging . Currently  
pursuing  her  teaching  certification,  she is already  demonstrating  
the  mindset  and  practice  of  an effective  educator  and  is well  on  
her  way  to  becoming  an outstanding  teacher .

Lorretta Weekes
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Jacinta Peter  effectively  leads  the  class in  the  absence  of  a 
teacher  and  plans  lessons  that  are  responsive  to  scholarsɄ 
individual  needs . She collaborates  well  with  colleagues  and  
maintains  a proactive  approach  to  classroom  management,  
creating  a structured  and  supportive  learning  environment . As a 
result  of  her  intentional  support,  scholars  in  her  class are  
demonstrating  clear  growth . Her  positive,  nurturing  spirit  has 
truly  transformed  the  classroom  climate .

Jacinta Peter
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Stephanie  Di Matteo  is a dedicated  and  consistent  
kindergarten  teacher  who  has served  our  district  
for  12 years . As a mentor  and  team  player,  she 
brings  strong  pedagogy,  patience,  and  joy  to  
learning . She maximizes  instructional  time  and  
ensures  every  student  receives  a full,  meaningful  
kindergarten  experience .

Stephanie Di Matteo
TEACHER
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Kristen  Herbert  is an organized  and  devoted  Pre-K 
teacher  who  leads  her  classroom  with  integrity . 
She collaborates  closely  with  her  support  team  
and  works  tirelessly  to  prepare  our  youngest  
learners  for  kindergarten .

Kristen Herbert
TEACHER



RECOGNITION 2026
Teachers & TeachingAssistants

MOUNT VERNON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

EDWARD WILLIAMS  SCHOOL

Ashley  Fortuna  is committed  to  supporting  students  
and  staff  in  every  capacity . As our  Title  I coordinator  
and  a special  educator,  she went  above  and  beyond  
this  year  by  stepping  back  into  the  classroom  to  fill  a 
vacancy  and  ensure  students  continued  receiving  
high -quality  instruction . She is a true  team  player  
who  leads  with  dedication  and  heart .

Ashley Fortuna
TEACHER
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Ericka  Morrison -Hassell  is a hardworking  and  
attentive  Pre-K teaching  assistant  who  consistently  
supports  students  with  care,  dedication,  and  
mindfulness .

Ericka Morrison-Hassell
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Andrea  Ramsey is a vital  part  of  our  school  
community . She ensures  our  bus  students  are  well  
cared  for  and  has been  an exceptional  classroom  
assistant,  always  dependable  and  student -focused .

Andrea Ramsey
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Karen  Morris  brings  creativity  and  intentionality  to  
her  role . Her  beautifully  crafted,  themed  bulletin  
boards  help  brighten  and  elevate  our  school  
environment  for  all .

Karen Morris
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Sharon  Allwood  is a hard  worker  and  cares  about  
her  students . She uses best  practices  in  the  
classroom  and  her  students  are  motivated  and  
respectful . 

Sharon Allwood
TEACHER
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Donna  Bailey  has tremendous  work  ethic  and  goes 
above  and  beyond  in  the  classroom . She wants  to  
see our  students  win . She is versatile  and  gets  
results  from  the  students  in  her  class. 

Donna Bailey
TEACHER
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Tom  Itri  functions  as a third  administrator  in  our  
building . He supports  the  scheduling  team,  
handles  coverage,  and  ensures  students  have  
great  field -day  activities . Mr . Itri  is collaborative,  a 
team  player,  and  an essential  piece  to  our  Grimes  
teams . 

Tom Itri
TEACHER
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Charlicia  Watson  is the  building  unifier . She helps  
to  strengthen  morale  and  she goes above  and  
beyond  for  our  Grimes  students . 

Charlicia Watson
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Marcia  Brown  is a team  player  and  willing  to  help  
administration  in  multiple  ways . 

Marcia Brown
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Sharon  Young  is the  leader  among  our  teaching  
assistants . She ensures  that  the  teachings  
assistants  voices  are  heard . When  the  classroom  
teacher  is out,  the  students  don't  miss  a beat . She 
is great  at  what  she does. 

Sharon Young
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Annalynn  Taylor  exemplifies  the  qualities  of  an outstanding  
educator . Her  classroom  is consistently  vibrant  and  engaging,  
creating  an environment  where  learning  thrives . Students  
demonstrate  deep  respect  and  admiration  for  her,  a testament  to  
the  strong  relationships  she fosters . Beyond  her  instructional  
excellence,  Ms. Taylor  goes above  and  beyond  to  ensure  her  
scholars  have  access to  culturally  relevant,  high -interest  literature  
that  reflects  their  experiences  and  broadens  their  perspectives . Her  
dedication  to  student  success extends  well  beyond  the  classroom,  
making  her  an invaluable  asset  to  our  school  community .

Annalynn Taylor
TEACHER
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Monsia  AllenɄs passion  and  vibrant  energy  are  felt  throughout  
the  entire  building . There  is not  a single  day that  goes by 
without  hearing  her  actively  and  enthusiastically  engaging  her  
students  in  the  Fundations  program . Her  dedication  to  
literacy  instruction  is matched  only  by her  deep  commitment  
to  her  studentsɄ growth  and  success. Mrs . Allen  consistently  
demonstrates  the  core  values  of  Love, Leadership,  Optimism,  
Virtue,  and  Excellence  in  her  daily  practice,  making  her  an 
exceptional  educator  and  a true  asset  to  our  school  
community .

Monsia Allen
TEACHER
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Sandra  Dannenhoffer  is an exceptional  educator  whose  
dedication  to  her  students  and  leadership  within  the  PTA make  a 
lasting  impact  on  our  school  community . Her  passion  for  
teaching  is evident  in  her  constant  smile,  positive  presence,  and  
deep  knowledge  of  her  craft . Whether  delivering  strong  
instruction  in  Math  or  leading  effective  Fundations  lessons,  she 
is always  at  the  forefront ɀteaching,  learning,  and  collaborating  
with  her  colleagues . Mrs . Dannenhoffer  is a true  leader,  a role  
model  for  both  students  and  staff,  and  truly  a gem  within  our  
school .

Sandra Dannenhoffer
TEACHER
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Jheanell  Isaacs demonstrates  outstanding  professionalism  
through  her  immaculate  attendance,  reliability,  and  
dedication  to  her  students  and  team . She is an active  and  
engaged  member  of  the  8:1:2 classroom,  always  ready  to  
assist,  support,  and  step  into  leadership  when  needed . Her  
positive  attitude,  collaborative  spirit,  and  ɇgung-hoɈ 
approach  to  her  work  make  her  an invaluable  part  of  our  
school  community  and  a tremendous  support  to  both  
students  and  staff .

Jheanell Isaacs
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Ms. Candice  Seawright  is the  definition  of  reliability  and  
excellence . She is truly  the  ɇSwiss Army  knifeɈ of  Hamilton  a staff  
member  who  consistently  rises  to  every  challenge  and  can 
always  be counted  on  to  step  in,  lead,  and  roll  up  her  sleeves  
wherever  the  need  is greatest . From  student  bussing  and  daily  
operations  to  classroom  coverage  and  crisis  support,  Ms. 
Seawright  handles  each  responsibility  with  professionalism,  
urgency,  and  a positive  spirit . Her  willingness  to  go above  and  
beyond,  often  without  being  asked,  makes  her  a true  diamond  
within  our  building  and  an indispensable  asset  to  both  staff  and  
students . 

Candice Seawright
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Annette  Lugo is an exceptional  team  player  whose  dedication  to  students  is 
evident  in  everything  she does. As a vital  member  of  the  Special  Education  
classroom,  she consistently  goes above  and  beyond  to  support  her  studentsɄ 
academic,  social,  and  personal  needs . Ms. Lugo is never  hesitant  to  step  in  
wherever  she is needed  ɀ whether  providing  direct  instruction,  assisting  with  
daily  routines,  or  supporting  students  with  personal  care  and  toileting . Her  
hands -on approach,  patience,  and  compassion  create  a safe  and  nurturing  
environment  where  students  feel  supported  and  valued . Ms. Lugo works  
seamlessly  with  her  colleagues,  always  placing  the  needs  of  students  first  and  
strengthening  the  entire  instructional  team  through  her  reliability  and  positive  
attitude . She is truly  an indispensable  part  of  our  Special  Education  program  
and  a powerful  example  of  what  it  means  to  serve  with  heart

Annette Lugo
TEACHING ASSISTANT
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Kaylan  Robstad  makes  meaningful  connections  
with  the  students  she serves  as a reading  
specialist . She is also  involved  with  many  school -
wide  events  such  as the  science  fair,  family  math  
night,  and  parent  involvement  day . She always  has 
a smile  on  her  face  and  works  to  support  her  
fellow  colleagues .

Kaylan Robstad
TEACHER
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In  addition  to  being  a dynamic  social  studies  
teacher  to  our  middle  school  students,  John 
Reynolds  also  leads  the  Lincoln  student  
government . Mr . Reynolds  also  is instrumental  in  
planning  eighth  grade  activities,  such  as the  prom  
and  trip  to  Holiday  Hills . 

John Reynolds
TEACHER
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Modesta  Spies is often  the  first  one  here  and  the  
last  one  to  leave . She works  tirelessly  to  support  
her  fourth  grade  students . She is also  a mentor  to  
fellow  colleagues  and  an MVFT union  
representative . 

Modesta Spies
TEACHER
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Mark  Gayle creates  bonds  with  the  students  he 
serves . He encourages  and  promotes  positive  
behavior  in  the  classroom . Mr . Gayle always  have  a 
positive  attitude  and  is admired  by staff  and  
students . 

Mark Gayle
TEACHING ASSISTANT


