
Alice Kretsinger 
 
Mrs. Kretsinger began her career in a one-room schoolhouse teaching grades one through eight, 
as well as trying to keep the building clean and the heat running.  She faced many restrictions as 
a female teacher in the 1930s.  Among her rules to follow: she couldn’t wear a red dress, be seen 
entering or leaving a place which sold alcohol, and she couldn’t marry or even have a suitor.   
 
After moving to the newly constructed Hopewell-Loudon School in 1939, Mrs. Kretsinger taught 
grade six, and also served as the first principal of the elementary school, devoting a total of 43 
years teaching in Hopewell Township. 
 


