
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    ​ ​   February 4, 2026 

Clayton County Public Schools Celebrates a Full-Circle Farewell for 

Superintendent Dr. Anthony W. Smith During Final School Tours 

JONESBORO - Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) bids a heartfelt, joy-filled farewell to Superintendent 
Dr. Anthony W. Smith as he concluded his final school tours at the very places where his extraordinary journey 
in public education first began. 

In a powerful full-circle moment, Dr. Smith returned to schools that shaped his career as a teacher, coach, 
assistant principal, and principal—including Morrow Middle School, Pointe South Middle School, and Mundy’s 
Mill High School. He also made special appearances at additional campuses (Forest Park Middle School, River’s 
Edge Elementary School, and Riverdale High School) to greet and speak with students and staff members.  

Each stop was marked by pomp and circumstance befitting a leader whose impact has been both profound and 
personal. Students, staff, and administrators rolled out celebratory banners, spirited music, cheerleaders, and 
special treats—creating an atmosphere of pride, gratitude, and joy. The tours were punctuated by endearing and 
emotional remarks from educators and students alike, many sharing how Dr. Smith’s leadership shaped their 
lives, careers, and belief in what public education can accomplish. 

Dr. Smith officially retired from public education on Sunday, February 1, 2026, concluding nearly 40 years of 
credible service dedicated to innovation and creating a sense of pride among stakeholders. His tenure in Clayton 
County Public Schools has been defined by transformational leadership, a relentless focus on exposure and 
opportunities for students, and a deep commitment to preparing graduates for real-world pathways with no dead 
ends. 

The farewell tour culminated with Dr. Smith’s attendance at his final Georgia School Superintendent 
Roundtable, where Governor Brian Kemp honored him with a formal Commendation. As a valued Governor’s 
Superintendent Roundtable member, Dr. Smith was recognized for his leadership and collaboration, which 
demonstrated a passionate commitment to building a stronger public education system for all of Georgia. 

The commendation stands as a fitting capstone to a career rooted in service, integrity, and impact—one that 
began in classrooms and gyms and ascended to district and statewide influence, without ever losing sight of 
students. 

Please access the following links below to view a video and images from Dr. Smith’s tours.   

Click here for the photo gallery.  

Click here for a video recap of the school tours.  

As Clayton County Public Schools turns the page, the district does so standing firmly on the foundation Dr. 
Anthony W. Smith helped build—one marked by excellence, opportunity, and an belief in the power of public 
education. 

 
 
 

https://ccpscommunications.client-gallery.com/gallery/superintendent-smiths-final-farewall-tour
https://youtu.be/9NeOtleon6w?si=nKc3l_pZvv1jhyxQ

