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February may be the shortest month of the year, but it is rich with meaning and reflection. It is
a time to celebrate Black History Month - honoring the achievements, contributions, and
resilience of Black leaders, educators, innovators, and community members whose work has
shaped our nation and continues to inspire progress, equity, and opportunity through
education.

Valentine’s Day reminds us of the importance of connection showing appreciation for family,
friends, classmates, instructors, and the personal goals we are working toward. Presidents’ Day
invites reflection on leadership, perseverance, and the role education plays in strengthening our
communities and democracy.
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Mary McLeod Bethune was a pioneering educator and civil rights leader. She founded
the Daytona Literary and Industrial School for Training Negro Girls, which later became
Bethune-Cookman University. Bethune dedicated her life to improving educational
opportunities for African American girls and women. She also served as an advisor to
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and was a founding member of the National Council of
Negro Women. Bethune’s tireless advocacy for education and civil rights has left an
enduring legacy. Her work continues to inspire efforts to promote educational equity
and empowerment for all.

Mary McLeod Bethune 

Booker T. Washington was an influential educator, author, and advisor to several
presidents. He was the founder of the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute

(now Tuskegee University) in Alabama. Washington believed in the power of
education to uplift African Americans and advocated for vocational training as a

means of economic independence and empowerment. Through his leadership
at Tuskegee, Washington played a crucial role in advancing education for African

Americans in the post-Reconstruction era. His work helped lay the foundation
for future generations of African American educators and leaders.

Booker T. Washington

Neil deGrasse Tyson is an American astrophysicist, author, and science communicator.
Tyson studied at Harvard University, the University of Texas at Austin, and Columbia
University. After studying at Harvard University, he earned his doctorate from Columbia
University in 1991. Tyson went to work for the Hayden Planetarium in 1996 before
becoming its director. Additionally, he has served as host of NOVA Science Now and the
StarTalk Radio podcast. Tyson remains a popular TV science expert today.

In 2001, President George W. Bush appointed the astrophysicist to a commission on the
future of the aerospace industry. Tyson also served another commission three years later
to examine U.S. policy on space exploration.
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REGISTRATION 
IS NOW OPEN FOR SPRING 2026!

Offering FREE classes in:
High SchoolCompletion

GED® Preparation
English as a Second Language(ESL)

Citizenship
Adult Basic Education

 

Scan to register:

http://www.adulted.edadvance.org/


National External Diploma Program‌ ‌
at‌ ‌

EdAdvance Adult & Continuing Education‌

Register Today!
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 Enrichment Courses  

 

Scan to register:

STAY CONNECTED TO ADULT & CONTINUING EDUCATION at EDADVANCE!
FOLLOW US ON:

Explore a variety of courses
designed to build skills, support career

readiness, and encourage lifelong
learning.

http://www.adulted.edadvance.org/




So many mandated topics to cover, and so little time. The Global Compliance Network (GCN) unlimited tutorial license can help you
efficiently address important and timely topics for all staff, including administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals, and
maintenance personnel.

The GCN portal serves as a one-stop resource for Connecticut State Mandated Anti-Bullying (26 minutes) and Sexual Harassment
Prevention (2-hour) trainings, along with many other topics relevant to your staff.

UNLIMITED ACCESS TO OVER 175 TUTORIALS
You can easily integrate the tutorials into staff meetings, use them in group settings, or assign them for independent completion
during duty time (please consult your teachers’ union). The system can generate certificates and track completion for each
participant, and all tutorials are available on-demand, 24/7.

GCN’s tutorials cover a wide range of OSHA, HR, and Professional Development topics. Each tutorial meets the minimum
compliance standards mandated by state and federal laws and is regularly updated to ensure accuracy and relevance.

ONLINE
TRAINING
Through the Global Compliance Network (GCN)  via EdAdvance Adult & Continuing Education

A LIFESAVER FOR DISTRICT AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS!

To learn more, contact Ray Byron, Director of Adult Education, 
at (860) 567-0863 x1186 or byron@edadvance.org.

OSHA | HR | PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

TRENDING TOPICS:
Anti-Bullying | Cyber Bullying
Sexual Harassment
Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Awareness in Schools
Workplace Violence
School Safety
Social Emotional Learning

Suicide Prevention
Teen Dating Violence
Bloodborne Pathogens
Concussion Training
Effective Leadership
FMLA

Many‌ ‌more!‌
GETTING STARTED IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3!
GCN is designed to be intuitive and user-friendly, so you can begin using it quickly and efficiently. Reach out to learn more about
our affordable pricing options, which are based on the number of users, and discover how simple the setup process is. We’re
happy to walk you through the features, answer any questions, and ensure you get the most out of GCN from day one.

mailto:byron@edadvance.org




Click here for list of employers

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HJ1gzRcfwdPqZiJ79g3fTnTaj62T28HS/view?usp=sharing


Northwest Region American Job Center Affiliate
February 2026 Events Calendar

Torrington Career Center | 215 Hogan Drive, Torrington | (475) 233-4001

The Department of Labor is an equal opportunity employer with equal opportunity programs and auxiliary aids and
services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

To register for a DOL workshop >
https://ctdol.jotform.com/CT1/requestemploymentservices or call 203-437-3380!

NW AJC February 2026 Calendar

Workshop Calendar Descriptions

https://ctdol.jotform.com/CT1/requestemploymentservices
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BEEQ0RsYQh5jjxaGAnfeus9FEnqaQrDA/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113278229091654840160&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gb33hVzByMak2yJ0ygSpVx3fWsbWVjac/view?usp=sharing


EdAdvance Adult & Continuing Education

EdAdvance Adult & Continuing Education is a state- and locally-funded program serving
the following towns:

Region #1: Canaan, Cornwall, Kent, North Canaan,
Salisbury, Sharon
Region #7: Barkhamsted, Colebrook, New Hartford,
Norfolk, Winsted
Region #14: Bethlehem, Woodbury
Region #15: Middlebury, Southbury
Region #20: Goshen, Litchfield, Morris, Warren
Hartland
Plymouth/Terryville
Sherman
Thomaston
Torrington
Watertown
Winchester/Winsted
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