


IV Student Achievement 2024 
by Jody Ditcher, Director of Learning 
 
Inspirational leader John C. Maxwell has stated, “The truth is that teamwork is at the heart of 
great achievement.” Indeed this is the case with our Indian Valley Braves. Last year a record 
breaking number of students received scholarships to pursue their interests beyond graduation. 
As educators worked together to personalize a rigorous, standards based learning experience, 
and students responded with hard work and dedication, another record was set. Fifty-six 
members of the Class of 2024 earned $108,000.00 in scholarships from the Indian Valley 
Foundation. This is three more students and $20,000.00 more than our previous record! 
 
More students are earning more scholarships to pursue the career pathways of their choice. 
 
In addition to scholarships, there are other signs of success as well. Combined efforts among 
families, students, community and educators yielded the following results for the Class of 2024: 
 

 Year Military 
Enlistment 

Entering 
Workforce 

Community College or 
Ohio Technical Center 

4-Year University or 
College 

Class of 
2022 4% 38% 29% 29% 

Class of 
2023 3% 43% 22% 32% 

Class of 
2024  4% 41% 11% 42% 

 
Planning is a focus and is key to this outcome. Our high school principal, Mr. Rob Clarke, meets 
with every student as they enter high school. In this meeting he learns about their interests and 
shares advice about the various pathways offered. Beginning with the end in mind seems to be 
working. Less than 2% of the graduating class was “undecided” about next steps after 
graduation! 
 
Within these pathways, Indian Valley teachers strive to make a difference in the lives of their 
students.To list these in entirety would be beyond the scope of this communication. One 
example, however, is that of a senior and her freshman social studies teacher. 2024 senior 
Natalie Holbrook shared that through work outside of school, she raised money to purchase a 
camera for her dream to run her own production company. When she shared her aspirations 
with her former social studies teacher, Mr. Blair Emler, he encouraged her. To her recollection, 
he said, “Natalie, there is not a better time to do it. You have nothing to lose. Go for it!”  
 
Natalie is so grateful for the heartfelt encouragement of her teacher. She mustered the 
confidence and completed the requirements to create her own LLC. Natalie Holbrook 

Productions provides photography and videography services for a variety of occasions and 
events.  
 
It is often the words of a high school teacher that are most remembered by the students. 
However, throughout the primary to high school experience, educators create personalized 
learning experiences for students to come to realizations about themselves as described with 
Natalie. It is this foundation that helps each student realize their unique dreams and aspirations. 
For thirteen years, we meet students where they are and support them in times of difficulty and 
accelerate them in times of success.   
 
All have struggles.  
 
All have strengths. 
 
It is our heartfelt hope to address both so that each student builds the confidence to capture 
their dreams.  
 
This said, no matter what organization a student aspires to be a part of or profession they want 
to pursue, there are tests that must be passed. Therefore, in addition to academic purposes, the 
assessments our students take throughout their school journey build stamina and foster the self-
discipline to learn, study, and conquer any current or future goal.  
 
State End of Course Exams 
 
The Ohio Department of Education and Workforce uses a variety of methods to determine high 
performance amongst schools across the state. The greatest of these is the metric called the 
Performance Index. It is calculated based upon the amount of students a school or district has 
in each of five achievement categories on their state tests and exams. The greater the 
performance level each student attains, the more the performance index shows that, 
collectively, students are exceeding minimal expectations.  
  
Our IV district process goal to instruct students by teaching and learning that will help them 
achieve Accomplished and Advanced performance levels is working. 
 
Our students have demonstrated three years of consecutive growth in this process goal since 
our baseline year of 2021. 
 

PERCENTAGE OF IV STUDENTS SCORING AT ACCOMPLISHED AND ADVANCED 
LEVELS ON OHIO STATE TESTS AND END OF COURSE EXAMS 

2021 2022 2023 2024 

39.36% 43.62% 45.62% 47.22% 
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