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District Administrator Message 

Dates To  
Remember 

 
2/16-No School,  

Professional  
Development Day 

2/18-Board of  
Education  
Meeting, 6:30 pm, 
Board Room 

3/10-Parent Teacher  
Conference, 4:00- 
7:00 PM 

3/17-Parent Teacher  
Conference, 4:00- 
7:00 PM 

3/18-Board of  
Education  
Meeting, 6:30 pm, 
Board Room 

3/23-3/27-No School,  
Spring Break 

Wow, it has really been cold this winter! We appreciate your flexibility as we work 
through all of the challenges that the weather brings, including calling off school. We have had our allotted 
‘traditional snow days’, so if we need to call off school again this winter (hopefully not), these will be 
‘virtual’ days. Parents of elementary students should have received packets last week. Middle school and 
high school students will need to check in to their classes on Google Classroom and get their assignments. 
  
We are extremely thankful for the support that parents, community members, community organizations and 
businesses give our school district. Just since the beginning of the school year we have received donations 
from Partners in Education, the Golden Needle Quilters, the Eagle Booster Club, Guth Farms, Plainfield 
Travel Plaza, Central Wisconsin Recycling, Brad Garner, Wysocki Family Farms, Knights of Columbus, 
Todd Richtmyre - PBR Plasma and Fab, Doug Beggs - DJs Corner Bar and Party Barn, Paradise Trucking, 
American Asphalt, and Pierce Dopp. These donations went to school lunches, programs, field trips, books, 
etc. We pride ourselves on providing the best education we can to our students, but we could not do it 
without your support.  
 
Donations of time are also so important to the success of our school district. January is School Board 
Appreciation Month. Our school board members spend many hours working and meeting to better our 
district. As a District Administrator, it’s so important to have the support of the school board. We are lucky 
to have such dedicated members on our board.  
 
We can definitely do more and do better together. Thank you, Almond-Bancroft Community for your time, 
talents and donations for our students. We appreciate you!  

 
Dr. Jodi Becker 
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Almond-Bancroft School District  
Mission Statement 

 

The Almond-Bancroft School District, with support of families and 
community members, will provide a safe and supportive learning 

environment, which challenges and prepares each student for 
success today and tomorrow. 

Almond-Bancroft School District  
Vision Statement 

 

We are a collaborative community focused on continued growth 
in opportunities, choices, and expectations for all students.  We 
prepare self-motivated and responsible students to become well

-rounded and successful citizens. 

In recognition of School Board 
Appreciation Week, we would 

like to extend our sincere thanks 
to our school board members for 

their leadership, service, and 
commitment to educational 

excellence. Your efforts play a 
vital role in the success of our 

schools.  

Thank you 



MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
 

-November 
Our sixth grade November student of the month is Mylene Banda! 
Mylene is a fun and loyal friend.  She is a hard worker in class and 
always keeps up with her assignments. Mylene is great to have in 
class. She does her best to learn and also to help out her classmates. 
She has adjusted to middle school very well. Mylene has a positive 
attitude toward learning and goes out of her way to do her best. 
Congratulations Mylene! 
 
Our seventh grade November student of the month is Geneva 
Behnke! Geneva is always positive and willing to work beyond her 
comfort level. She can be counted on to do her best on 
everything. Geneva is very self-directed.  She takes her role as a 
student seriously and is always looking to do her best. Congratulations 
Geneva! 

 
Our eighth grade November student of the month is Sinthia Neumann! Sinthia is attentive and works hard on her 
classwork. She takes part in discussions and asks good questions in class. Congratulations Sinthia! 
 
-December 
Our sixth grade December student of the month is Ariana Hernandez-
Velasco! Ariana is a wonderful student to have in class. She 
consistently gives her best effort in her work. Ariana always tries to 
work out a problem independently first, but is not afraid to ask for help 
when needed.  She is a loyal friend and very kind. Congratulations 
Ariana! 
 
Our seventh grade December student of the month is Chance 
Birky! Chance is quiet and thoughtful. He works hard and goes well 
beyond the minimum effort in his work. Chance is very creative and 
writes amazing, interesting stories. Congratulations Chance! 
 
Our eighth grade December student of the month is Genesis Cruz-

Melgar! Genesis has shown more of her abilities this year. She is also 

a lot of fun to have in class and even occasionally shows her fun sense of humor. She always strives to do her best.  She is 

a great friend and super helpful. Congratulations Genesis! 

  

 

Almond-Bancroft Artists of the Month  

Delaney Mykisen 
4th Grade 
Graffiti Tag  

Alexa Aguilar-Aguirre 
11th grade 

Acrylic Landscape Painting 

Alice Garlow 
Kindergarten 

King of Kindergarten Self Portrait  



"B" HONOR ROLL 
Graduation Year: 2026  
VALERIE BANDA  
EVAN B. BARKER  
VIA-JAY E. FRIEDMAN  
DEVIN M. GUMNEY  
KAYDEN R. HAGENESS  
PARKER PHILLIPS  
BADEN R. RAMIREZ  
Graduation Year: 2027  
SHAWN D. CARPENTER  
DAVID CASTELLANOS  
DEAN S. FOSMIRE  
CHARLES R. HUTKOWSKI  
JEYSSON PEREZ HERRERA  
MILTON E. PEREZ-PACHECO  
ELIZABETH A. WIZA  
AUBREE O. WOJCIK  
Graduation Year: 2028  
MADAI BANDA  
MACY L. MCCRACKEN  
BROOKLYN A. SHULTIS  
Graduation Year: 2029  
DIANA J. GARCIA  
COLE J. HUTKOWSKI  
XAVIER G. KETT  
ALEXAH R. PEREZ  
CORBIN G. PRATT 
Graduation Year: 2030  
KATIE A. CALDWELL  
CLINTON L. HUTKOWSKI  
BRAIDEN J. KREKLING  
ABIGAIL L. PRATT  
Graduation Year: 2031  
JAYLAH S. GARCIA  
Graduation Year: 2032  
CLYDE ABUNDIZ  
KYLIE J. BRADLEY  
SHAWN C. GARRISON Jr  
ARIANNA HELBACH  
ARIANA HERNANDEZ-VELASCO  
NOLAN R. JOHNSON  

KENDALL C. MYKISEN  
LEXANNI A. PAINTER  
LILLY A. PARISH  
AUBRIELLA J. SIKORSKI 

    Almond-Bancroft Honor Roll - Quarter 2 
"A" HONOR ROLL 

Graduation Year: 2026  
ALYSSA M. BORSKI  
JONAH M. CALDWELL  
LANEY G. CARLTON  
RIYA R. CEBALLOS  
MYA L. DERNBACH  
ROSEMARY GASPAR HERNANDEZ  
DESTINY J. KIEFER  
AALIYAH R. NEWBY  
OAKLEY J. OMERNIK  
EMALEE D. PETRICK  
AUBREE A. PHILLIPS  
EMMITT M. STILES  
CAMRYN E. WADE  
Graduation Year: 2027  
ALEXA AGUILAR-AGUIRRE  
LUCILLE J. BEHNKE  
LACIE M. BRADLEY  
LEXI E. CARLTON  
KAYLEE L. DOLL  
KARSON GARNER  
KADEN C. MARTINEZ  
DELANEY L. OMERNICK  
TUCKER L. STILES  
CALLIE B. WARZYNSKI  
Graduation Year: 2028  
ANAHI AGUIRRE  
EDGAR BARAJAS Jr  
JACKSON B. BARDEN  
SOPHIA M. CHAPA  
ODIN S. COUSINEAU  
TIA M. DERNBACH  
KRYSTAL M. GARRISON  
BRYCE E. SOSIN  
Graduation Year: 2029  
LORETTA A. BEHNKE  
KAMERON D. FENSKE  
GABRIEL L. KETT  
ROSALYN I. KNUTSON  
SPENCER A. KRAMER  
NORA F. LEIN  

DWIGHT O. NIGH  
MAKAYLA J. PESKIE  
KOLTLYN J. PIESIK  
INDIGO R. SHEFFY  
AUDRINNA R. SIKORSKI  
KASSIDY J. WARZYNSKI  
LEVI J. WELLENS  
AUDREY M. WIZA 
Graduation Year: 2030  
CARSON S. BARDEN  
DELANEY S. BAUM  
MAZIE D. BRADLEY  
BENTLY C. CANTU  
LANDEN R. CARPENTER  
ABIGAIL L. CISEWSKI  
GENESIS L. CRUZ-MELGAR  
AIYANA C. FELTZ-WALKER  
HALAYNA V. GARLOW  
ANDREA I. RAMIREZ  
TALLIE L. STILES  
SAVANNAH R. SWINFORD  
Graduation Year: 2031  
DYLAN J. ANDERSON  
GENEVA J. BEHNKE  
CHANCE L. BIRKY  
MICHAEL CEBALLOS Jr  
ADYAH G. CISEWSKI  
SAMANTHA MAGANAS  
ERIC J. TROESTLER  
KAYDEN E. WARZYNSKI  
KAYDAIN D. WEBER-WILMOT  
BENNETT O. WIZA  
Graduation Year: 2032  
MYLENE BANDA  
ARABELLA S. CHAPA  
LEILANI ELIZONDO  
HADASSAH L. GARLOW  
TY M. JACOWSKI  
MAHONEY G. KNUTSON  
EMMA P. PRATT  
SHELBY M. WHEELOCK 

ELEMENTARY POSITIVE BEHAVIOR PEP RALLY 
 
Congratulations to our PBIS Pep Rally winners and Gold Ticket recipients! Your positive choices, respect, and responsibility do not go 
unnoticed. We are so proud of you!  
 
December 
Our focus for the month of December was doing good deeds for others!  
 
Throughout the month, whenever a student was caught 
doing a good deed, they received a slip of paper to write 
their name on. With these paper slips we built a paper chain 
to proudly display all of the amazing acts of kindness that 
happened in our school! 
 
Congrats to our PBIS Gift Ticket winners and to our solo 
GOLDEN gift ticket winner. Keep up the great work! 
 
We finished 2025 with a bang by spreading positivity, 
helping others, and celebrating every good deed—big or 
small! 
 
January  
As we head into February, 
our PBIS focus will be 
KINDNESS.  
 
Kindness can be shown in 
big ways or small 
moments—toward others 
and ourselves.  
 
Let’s make every day an 
opportunity to spread 
kindness! 
  



Look at the great learning taking place in 
Middle School Social Studies!  

6th Grade is learning about Ancient Egypt and 
practiced using hieroglyphics to spell 
their name on a traditional cartouche. 7th grade 
is diving into the Renaissance period, 
discussing how this time altered history 
greatly! Focusing on Renaissance art, students 
followed detailed directions to create their own 
self portrait using techniques that these period 
artists used. It is always exciting to see 
students' creativity come out through hands-on 
projects, making learning come to life! 

Our 4K students are 
doing an amazing job 

recognizing and 
drawing their shapes! 

We’re so proud of 
how much they’ve 
learned and grown!  

Our 4K 
students are 

having a blast 
building and 

exploring with 
a new STEM 

kit—using 
their problem-
solving skills 
and creativity 
every step of 

the way!  

The Elementary 

Reindeer Games 

were a blast and 

fun for everyone! 

Students rotated 

through exciting 

stations like 

Hungry Hungry 

Reindeer, a puzzle 

race, scavenger 

hunts, GoNoodle 

breaks, reindeer toss, bingo, and more. Smiles, laughter, and 

holiday cheer filled the day! 

Second graders sure were busy during Thanksgiving week! They explored 

cranberries with a sink-and-float experiment, read Cranberry Thanksgiving, 

partnered with Mrs. Omernik’s class to bake 

cranberry bread, and even celebrated their Family 

Traditions Feast. It was a week full of fun, 

learning, and 

special memories! 

4K brought the snow indoors for some 
hands-on science fun on the January 
extra cold days!  



Middle School Students represented 

Almond-Bancroft well as Ms. 

Zdziarski, Ms. Sherman, and 15 

students traveled to Adams-

Friendship for their annual 

Geography Bee! Bennett Wiza placed 

1st place in the 7th grade individual 

test competition out of about 80 

students! Great job to all!  

The School Spelling Bee was held on Jan 
13th and included students from 4-8th 
grade. The audience was thrilled when the 
last three contestants, Nico Elizando, 
Andrea Ramirez, and Jonathan Evertsen, 
went round for round without missing a 
letter. In an epic finish, Jonathan became 
the spelling champion by correctly spelling 
"equestrian". Jonathan will continue on to 
the Regional Spelling Bee on February 
10th. Good Luck!  

The NHS students sponsored 2 families in our district with the Portage 

County Holiday Basket. For their second quarter service project, the students 

shopped and wrapped gifts for the families. The baskets were delivered 

before Christmas and include a gift card for a Holiday meal and gifts for the 

family members. 

In December we were honored to showcase performances by our middle 

school and high school band and choir students. Thank you to everyone 

who supported the arts and our talented student musicians! 

Mrs. Omernik's 
Chef on the Run 
classes competed in 
the annual 
Gingerbread House 
competition. There 
were 8 very creative 
and well done 
entries this year!! 

1st place.... The Ski Lodge: created by Aaliyah Newby, 
Mya Dernbach, Oakley Omernik, Emalee Petrick, and 
Lacie Bradley 
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Eagles Athletic Events 

2/2-MS girls basketball home vs. Rosholt, 5:00 pm 
2/3-MS girls basketball at Port Edwards, 4:30 pm 

-HS boys basketball home vs. Port Edwards, JV  
5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/5-MS girls basketball at Pittsville, 5:00 pm 
-JV girls basketball home vs. Wild Rose, 5:45 pm 
-Varsity girls home vs. Pacelli, 7:00 pm 

2/6-HS boys basketball at Pacelli, JV 5:45 pm, varsity 
7:00 pm 

2/7-Varsity wrestling tournament at Wittenberg- 
Birnamwood, 9:30 am 
-HS girls basketball home vs. Fall River, JV 2:00  
pm, varsity 3:30 pm 

2/9-MS girls basketball at Tri-County, 4:30 pm 
-JV boys girls basketball home vs. Montello,  
5:30 pm 
-JV girls basketball home vs. DeSoto, 5:30 pm 
-Varsity boys basketball home vs. Montello, 7:00 pm 

2/10-MS girls basketball at Rosholt, 5:00 pm 
2/12-MS girls basketball home vs. Pacelli, 5:00 pm 

-HS boys basketball home vs. Wild Rose, JV 5:45  
pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/13-MS girls basketball at Wild Rose, 4:30 pm 
-HS girls basketball at Wild Rose, JV 5:45 pm,  
varsity 7:00 pm 
-HS boys basketball at Faith Christian, 7:00 pm 

2/14-Varsity wrestling sectional at Omro, 9:30 am 
2/16-Varsity girls at Pacelli, 6:15 pm 
2/17-MS girls basketball home vs. Wautoma, 5:00 pm 

-HS boys basketball at Necedah, JV 5:45 pm,  
varsity 7:00 pm 

2/19-HS girls basketball home vs. Rosholt, varsity 7:00  
pm 

2/20-HS boys basketball at Rosholt, JV 5:45 pm,  
varsity 7:00 pm 

2/23-MS girls basketball home vs. Port Edwards, 5:00 
pm 
-HS boys basketball at Nekoosa, JV 5:30 pm,  
varsity 7:00 pm 

 
The athletic schedule is subject to change.  
For up-to-date information go to the Almond-Bancroft 
School web-site. 

Congratulations 

to Aaliyah Newby 

on scoring her 

1,000th career 

point against 

Amherst on 

Saturday, 

December 27. 

Way to go, 

Aaliyah! 

 

History Made! Mya 

Dernbach broke the school 

career scoring record, 

surpassing the long-standing 

record of 1,224 points set by 

Kristi Patterson in 1988. 

Congratulations, Mya! 



High School Girls Basketball Varsity 
Back (L-R): Coach Newby, Lexi Carlton, Tia 
Dernbach, Lacie Bradley, Sophia Chapa, 
Coach Bradley 
Front (L-R): Oakley Omernik, Laney Carlton, 
Aubree Phillips, Mya Dernbach, Emalee 
Petrick, Riya Ceballos, Aaliyah Newby 

High School Girls Basketball JV 
Back (L-R): Coach Bradley, Lacie Bradley, 
Kassidy Warzynski, Audrinna Sikorski, 
Alexah Perez,  Diana Garcia, Coach Newby 
Front (L-R): Rosalyn Knutson, Indigo Sheffy, 
Nora Lein, Sophia Chapa, Alexa Sanchez, 
Lexi Carlton, Tia Dernbach 

High School Varsity Wrestling 
Back (L-R): David Castellanos, Coach 
Martin, Jeysson Perez Herrera 
Front (L-R): Audrey Wiza, Jared Pena, 
Kaden Martinez, Malachi Ramirez, Azumi 
Yang 

Middle School Boys Basketball 
Back (L-R): Coach Jastrab, Coach Highfield, 
Coach Willhite 
Middle (L-R): Kaydain Weber-Wilmont, 
Finnley Phillips, Sheon Kolby Revilla, 
Mason French, Michael Ceballos Jr., Clinton 
Hutkowski, Braiden Krekling 
Front (L-R): Chance Birky, Nolan Johnson, 
Clayton Ruzicka, Darron Potts, Landen 
Carpenter, Ty Jacowski, Carson Barden, 
Bently Cantu 

High School Boys Basketball JV 
Back (L-R): Coach Hutkowski, Blake 
Williams, Cole Hutkowski, Gabriel Kett, 
Coach Gross 
Front (L-R): Easton Falk, Charlie Yang, 
Hazen Garlow, Ayden Ebbert, John Barkley, 
Dwight Nigh 

High School Boys Basketball Varsity 
Back (L-R): Coach Gross, Easton Falk, 
Blake Williams, Cole Hutkowski, Gabriel 
Kett, Karson Garner, Coach Hutkowski 
Front (L-R): Kayden Hageness, Tucker 
Stiles, Charlie Yang, John Barkley, Emmitt 
Stiles, Hazen Garlow, Davis Dernbach 



The Almond Fire and EMS Department Needs You 
 

The Almond Fire and EMS Department needs your help. It has become increasing difficult to recruit new members. When I started with 
the fire department 35 years ago, we had a full roster of 35 members. We currently have 21 members, 9 Firefighters, 7 EMS, 5 Fire & 
EMS, and we have had calls where we had only 5 personnel answer the call for help. Our current roster is getting older. This year we had 
3 members retire, and 2 more that are planning on retiring this year. We cannot safely respond to fire calls without relying on our 
neighboring departments for help. Over the years we have made changes on how we operate on calls and have purchased equipment to 
help us be more efficient on the emergency scene. 

 

Your community needs your help. I know that it is not an easy job. There is required state training that you will need to take to become a 
Firefighter or an Emergency Medical Responder unless you are a nurse. This takes time away from other parts of your life. But the job 
has a lot of rewards. You will learn skills that may help your own family, plus you will become part of the larger Emergency Responder 
family, and have pride in helping your neighbors. 

 

I am looking into making some changes in the Fire Department. I would like to have you consider joining us as a member. If someone has 
experience or would be willing to help as a grant writer. 

 

If you feel you don’t have the time to be a firefighter or EMR responder, I would like to get new members for the fire auxiliary to help us 
with these roles. A few examples of the roles you would be filling, could be driving a water tender to shuttle water to our fires, or 
bringing food and drinking water out to help the firefighters, or it could be pulling an equipment trailer out to us. This will free up some 
of my current firefighters to do other jobs on the scene.  

 

Please consider helping your neighbors in their time of need. Stop in and check us out, we are at the fire station for training and 
maintenance on the 1st and 2nd Monday nights of each month or contact me at (715) 366-7181 or email me at chief@almondfd.com and 
we can find a role that will help your community. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Dennis Schultz, Chief Almond Fire & EMS 

Music Department Notes… 
 
Several music students represented Almond Bancroft at All Stars band and choir this past Saturday.  The 

students joined others from schools around our conference to rehearse and perform music.  They met all day to work with guest collegiate 
directors and then performed a concert.  Congratulations on your nomination to All Stars and your fantastic musicianship! 

 

All Stars Choir Nominees: Rosemary 
Gaspar Hernandez, Camryn Wade, 
Lucy Behnke, Macy McCracken, 
Loretta Behnke 
 

All Stars Band Nominees: Blake 

Williams, Indigo Sheffy, Rosalind 

Knutson, MaKayla Peskie 

Hunter Safety Education Class 
 

The Almond Rod and Gun Club will sponsor a hunters safety education class for area youth and adults. 
 
Classes will be held in the Almond-Bancroft High School auditorium, 1336 Elm Street, Almond, WI. 
 
Registration will begin at 7:00 PM SHARP on Tuesday March 3rd.  
Students under 18 years of age MUST HAVE a parent or legal guardian with them to register. The cost is $10 per student.  
After registration, course materials will be distributed for the class. Students will be dismissed from class at about 9:00 PM. Further info 
on class dates and what will be taught, will be available at registration. On weekdays, the class will run from 6:30-9:00 PM and the 
Saturday classes will run from 8:00 AM until 12:00 noon, some classes may run longer. 
 
Students will be required to have a DNR customer ID number before graduation from the course. It is best if each student has their 
customer ID number before class registration. Students can obtain a DNR ID# by calling 1-888-936-7463 from 7:00 AM-10:00 PM, or 
go online at “Go Wild WI”, or visit a DNR Service Center during regular scheduled hours. 
 
For pre-registration or any questions, please call Dan Folan at 715-347-7181, or George Caldwell at 715-258-6142. 
 



 

Thank you DJ Corner Bar & Party Barn and TBR Plasma and Fab 
 

In December, Todd Richtmyre and Doug Beggs presented Dr. Jodi Becker with a 
donation to offset student lunch debt.  

The A-B Food Service Program greatly appreciates your support! 
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