


Juniors: What Should Your Focus Be? 

Maximizing your GPA:
Finishing the year strong academically1.

3.

2.

4.

5.

Taking your initial entrance exams: 
ACT, SAT, or ASVAB

Taking advantage of
college visits

Researching post-secondary
options that fit your goals

Gather your personal achievements in one
place (e.g., SchooLinks) for your senior brag
sheet or resume.



Individualized Graduation Plan

English4

Math4

Social Studies

Health / Personal 
Fitness

4

CTE/Fine Arts/ World
Languages

3

1

3

Science

TOTAL CREDITS: (23) Required Credits

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19bQIcXV-y0xcr6CJQYqINW8yy_xyr9wg/view


Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA): 
Only weighted GPA is reported on
transcripts.
Weighted Overall SMHS GPA 3.9 

Percentile / Decile:
This student’s percentile is 60.80%. Their
decile rank is top 40% of the class.

Understanding Your Transcript

We don’t report exact rank
Rank reported is decile



 4 Year College: 
HOPE Scholarship Requirements:

Minimum 3.0 HOPE GPA (GAFutures) 
NOTE: This is not calculated by SMHS and is
not listed on your SMHS transcript

Earn 4 Rigor Credits (HOPE Rigor List)
Designated on HOPE transcript by
“R”

Students can access their HOPE transcripts
by logging into their GAFutures Account.

HOPE GPA  

Rigor Course 

Understanding Your HOPE 
Transcript  & GPA

http://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/apofcfmn/rigor-list-september-2025.pdf


Maximizing Your GPA
Grades this year are extremely important for your college admissions process
Currently SMHS reports weighted GPA’s on high school transcripts
Weighted: Includes additional quality points for Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual
Enrollment (DE) courses. 

AP courses receive 1 additional quality point
DE courses receive 0.5 additional quality point 



Apprenticeships
& Job Training

Military Specialty School
(Certificate/Diploma)

2-Year/ Technical
Colleges

4-Year Colleges
& Universities

Post-Secondary Options: 
What Are Your Future Goals? 

Paid, hands-on
career training

Service, structure,
& education
benefits

Focused career
skills

Ex: Aveda
Institute

Certificates,
diplomas,
associate
degrees

Ex: Southern
Crescent

Bachelor’s
degree
programs

Ex: KSU,
UGA, GA
Tech



Requirements

 • Determined by GA Department of
Education (GaDOE) & Fayette County
BOE
 • Tracked by the students/parents,
your teachers, and your school
counselor
 • You graduate if you earn the
minimum 23 required credits in specific
academic areas

 • Determined by the individual college
 • Tracked by you – it is the student’s
responsibility to find out what the
school needs/wants
 • Materials that are needed before
you can be accepted – you may not
be accepted with just the minimum
 • May include college entrance exams
(SAT, ACT, or Accuplacer)

High School Graduation VS. College Admissions



College/Military Entrance Exams

Virtual
2 sections (Math and
Reading)
No penalty for guessing
1600 maximum score
Free online practice: Khan
Academy
Click the SAT logo above to
get registered

Paper/Pencil or Virtual
4 sections (Math, ELA, Science, &
Reading)
No penalty for guessing
36 maximum score

Free online practice: ACT Prep
Click the ACT logo above to get
registered

Can be taken at school or at a
military recruiting station
Multiple subtests (Math, Verbal,
Science, & Technical areas)
Focuses on career aptitude and
strengths
No enlistment required
Click the ASVAB logo above to find
a recruitment station near you

https://www.act.org/content/act/en-georgia.html
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/dates-deadlines?ef_id=CjwKCAjwtrXFBhBiEiwAEKen153cOsr8zEPMP7XmI_TALbjhwH6U_NAdG4ad-3axGL8uva_fYYHuVRoCrzcQAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!3!686853399560!e!!g!!sat%20test%20dates%20and%20locations!20924334928!166035249508&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20924334928&gbraid=0AAAAAD-Skkw9eJ5RJ8AeGBcz8HJ46ECJ5&gclid=CjwKCAjwtrXFBhBiEiwAEKen153cOsr8zEPMP7XmI_TALbjhwH6U_NAdG4ad-3axGL8uva_fYYHuVRoCrzcQAvD_BwE
https://www.officialasvab.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/digital-sat
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/digital-sat
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/free-act-test-prep.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/free-act-test-prep.html


Brag Sheet

The purpose of a high school senior brag sheet or resume is to provide
a comprehensive overview of a student's academic and extracurricular
achievements, skills, and experiences. It serves as a valuable tool for
both the student and their recommenders.

Begin brag sheet if you have not started
Narrow down teachers and recommenders
for letters of recommendation 
Note: college applications/Common App do
not open until August of Senior year

Junior Year: 



Finding SchooLinks

SchooLinks is located

in your ClassLink



SchooLinks Student Profile

Student Profile: serves as the starting point for

your brag sheet

Letters of Recommendation: track and plan

which teachers to ask

Resume Builder: organize your achievements,

skills, and experiences



SchooLinks School Search

Shows different school profiles for students to

explore

Provides application details and virtual campus

tours

Allows students to add favorites and create lists

Types of schools included:

Four-year colleges

Two-year colleges

Technical schools



SchooLinks Career Center

Helps students explore different career

options

Shows steps to pursue each career

Provides “day in the life” information for

each career

Includes informational videos



SchooLinks College Application
Access

Juniors will gain access to the

College Application tab at the

start of senior year

Used to manage college

applications, track deadlines, and

submit required materials



The Common App for the 2026-2027 application cycle officially opens on:

                                                      August 1, 2026
Students can add up to 20 colleges to apply
FERPA must be waived in order for colleges to access transcripts and
recommendations
Counselors submit official transcripts, school profile, and required reports through
SchooLinks
Students may self-report ACT/SAT scores
Deadlines and requirements vary by college. Make sure to research each one
Mid-year reports may take time - colleges understand delays
Progress is saved, so students can come back and complete applications later

Common App

https://www.commonapp.org/


College Visits & Research

Explore your options and discover which colleges feel right for you! 

Juniors and Seniors can use up to two school days each year for
campus visits. 

Be sure to submit your signed visit form to the counseling office at least
3 school days before your trip.

All visits must be completed before Spring Break.



Evaluating Chances at Different Colleges

What’s Realistic? 

Major & Course Offerings

Finances & Scholarships

Distance / Location

Housing

Campus Life

G C S U  
I N C O M I N G
 F R E S H M E N

 P R O F I L E



Important Upcoming Dates
Panther Vision Night:  Tuesday, January 27, 2026 (6:00 - 8:00 PM)

Topics Incude:
Work based learning
AP class offerings
Electives
Clubs & Sports
Special Sessions

Dual Enrollment Information Meetings at the COI (6:30 PM)
Tuesday, January 20
Thursday, February 12
Virtual option available 



College Admissions (David Graves UGA

Admissions Blog)

Collegeboard.org & ACT.org

GAfutures.org

University System of Georgia

MOS (Military Occupational Specialty) and join

the branch of choice. 

View Georgia’s list of HOT CAREERS

11th Grade Checklist for College
Planning

Resources

https://www.admissions.uga.edu/blog/
https://www.admissions.uga.edu/blog/
http://collegeboard.org/
http://act.org/
http://gafutures.org/
https://www.usg.edu/
https://www.mepcom.army.mil/
https://explorer.gdol.ga.gov/vosnet/mis/current/hot_careers_current.pdf
https://goingmerry.com/counselor-resource-junior-college-planning-checklist/
https://goingmerry.com/counselor-resource-junior-college-planning-checklist/


Ms. Jordan Finch

serving students 9th-12th
A-Ek

finch.jordan@fcboe.org

Mrs. Pam Lewis

serving students 9th-12th
El-Kh

lewis.pam@fcboe.org

Ms. Mary Douglass Hallman

serving students 9th-12th
Ki-Po

hallman.md@fcboe.org

Mr. Charles Walker

serving students 9th-12th
Pr-Z

walker.charles@fcboe.org

Who Are Your Counselors? 
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Starr’s Mill 
High SchoolCounseling

SMHS Counseling WebsiteStarrsMill_Counseling

Stay Updated

https://www.facebook.com/share/1SWcBLu1GN/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/1SWcBLu1GN/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/1SWcBLu1GN/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://smhs.fcboe.org/counseling/smhs-counseling-website
https://www.instagram.com/starrsmill_counseling?igsh=MTl6NXpiaWx3cXV0bw==



