





THE CLAW: UMS NEWS

7™ Grade Fun at Pumpkin Day
By: Carsten Poon and Lateef Farayola

On the fifteenth of October, you might have
seen pumpRins in the halls as it was
PumpRkin Day. It was a non-academic day
in Montgomery Upper Middle school. 7th
and 8th graders received a break from
academics to enjoy a day with friends and
fun. 7th graders exited the building in the
early hours of school to socialize while
carving pumpRins into unique shapes and
sizes. Students returned to class rooms and
students instructed to the auditorium and
the movie “Matilda” by Danny De Vito,
Rhea Perlman and Mara Wilson star. After
an hour, the movie was paused and
students ushered to the cafeteria for lunch.

After that students ate lunch in the cafeteria,
students remained in the cafeteria to receive
instructions. We afterwards went on our
nature walk. We observed plants and flora
while traversing the natural environments.
Students saw bamboo, crossed bridges and
saw other parts of the beautiful natural
environment. Soon after the talR, students
started walking again, and reached OHES.
They were sorted by their social studies class
periods. Students were tasked to kReep up the
inflatable beach ball using teamwork. After
the game had been completed, students
walked both to UMS and stayed on the
outside of the building. They were supplied
with snacks and food and allowed to socialize
freely until the end of the day. Some students
have critiques like Ryan Picone who says”
The carving utensils were flinchy and the
tarps were quite small.” He also believes that
we should have had more choice in activities.
Despite that feedback, we all agree that the
day was a lot of fun and we thank Ms. Haug
for all of her hard work planning this event.
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THE CLAW: BOOK REVIEWS

Book Review: Inheritance Games
Written by: Anvika Date and Ashmitha Raju

In this article, we star a New YorR Times Best-selling series, The Inheritance Games! Written by the
New York Times Best-selling author Jennifer Lynn Barnes. She has many bestselling series such as
The Naturals, The Debutantes, and The Fixer. We could go on and on about her work, but we will
mainly focus on the book which started it all: The Inheritance Games.

The Inheritance Games saga has a total of seven books, all filled with suspense, mystery, and riddles.
In this narrative, there are two series (The Inheritance Games and The Grandest Game), plus an
anthology (The Games Untold).

A seventeen year old girl named Avery Kylie Grambs discovers that a random Texan billionaire
called Tobias Hawthorne gave her his opulent wealth in his will after his death. With the help of
Tobias’ four grandsons, she must solve this riddle and uncover the secrets of Hawthorne House and
the Hawthorne family. With the love for riddles and games, this book will surely keep you on the edge
of your seat!

The author for this witty-humored, mystery series is Jennifer Lynn Barnes. She has written over 20
acclaimed books, which have fascinated thousands of teens and young-adult readers! After authoring
many books, The Inheritance Games gave her a breakthrough, and she’s now a fan-favorite! Her work
captivates the reader for its never-ending mysteries, with hues of romance, and some psychological
thrillers. Continued on the following page.
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Continued: Book Review: Inheritance Games

We also wanted to interview fellow peers for their opinions on this narrative. We held a conversation with
Devin Kapasi asking him about his favorite moments and favorite characters in the book. The scene he enjoyed
most, was when Avery first realized that Tobias Hawthorne had left behind trails for her, and that she is
officially part of the game along with the Brothers Hawthorne. Devin felt that “it was a major turning point in
this story.”

When asking the same story to multiple different people, we see that everyone has their own point of view.
That's why we asked another seventh grader Aakaash Velagala about what the book means to him. He
explained how it follows the “adventures and riddles” of Hawthorne House and Avery. As a poor, yet smart
high school girl], she was given the entire fortune of the billionaire Tobias Hawthorne. To inherit it, the only
thing she was ordered to do was to live in Hawthorne House for a year. He also mentioned that the book

“really Rept [him] on the edge of [his] seat, and [he] [so] badly wanted to know what was going to happen.”

If given the chance to ask the author one question, what would it be? Based on Devin’s answer, we see that he
was really impressed with the story. He said that he would ask Barnes how she came up with such an
“enthralling” booR. “This series was unlike any other fantasy story I have read, and even though it was clearly
fantasy, I found it to be more realistic (and tied to real-world issues) than other stories, adding to its likeability.
With its various conflicts and complex characters, this novel was a really enjoyable one to read.”

In the end, you can really see how the novel The Inheritance Games has brought joy to fellow peers, and many
more readers around the world. Everyone who read it described it as a book to die for, and after asking those
questions and reading those interviews, I realized that no one was exaggerating any part of the book! This
chart-topping novel is something many people around the world enjoy, and we suggest you go read the book
yourself!

A Student Author
By: Kiana Lodha and Arfa Shaik

Words can hold a lot of power and Arfa, a girl from our very own school has an extraordinary way to put her free time to use. She
started writing the book in sixth grade and it just released on January 8th, 2026, which surprisingly is her birthday too.

The name of the book is The Virus Within, a thrilling sci-fi, mystery book where the main character is on a journey to find
something that's been long lost. Arfa's book is inspired by many people in her life. Including the famous Ed Sheeran, her brother,
and her best friend, an eighth grader at our school, Hana Uppal. Hana was by Arfa's side through her whole story, making sure she
wouldn't give up. Ed Sheeran’s writing journey also really motivated her writing, since they both weren't very fond of writing at first,
but she hopes to become an amazing writer one day. “Tknow that obsessing over a person isn't that good, but it's not obsessing, it's
admiration, of his work, his struggles that motivated me to do something.” Continued on the following page.

/ - ARFA SHAIK.
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Continued: Book Review: A Student Author

This book took her 5 months of tireless effort to write. Although she never liked writing, since when she tried, it didn't come out the
way she hoped. She failed many times and she even thought about quitting as she said, “At one point, I thought it was hopeless,
that writing is just not meant for me. But one thing that I realized is that things aren't meant for specific people, it's people who have
to work hard to be meant for specific things.”

Her characters are based on various people in her life, for example Liv, the protagonist, is mostly based on Arfa, while Ed-name
aside- is based on various people including Jameson Hawthorn from the Inheritance games. She herself said that “ These
characters are mere imitations of how I want people to be in real life. Like Liv, I could be more confident, but I'm not, and that$ the
difference between reality and fiction.”

Anyone who loves reading could love this book with a mix of many genres including mystery, sci-fi, romance, and dystopian with a
mix of thrill. Arfa herself said, "An edge-of-the seat, mystery sci-fi, with an end of the world disaster. It's going to twist your brain
in ways you can imagine"

You can buy Arfa’s book on Amazon right now! If you have any questions regarding her book or anything else you can ask Arfa
herself as she’s probably roaming in the hallways during to school hours.

So, if any of you have a passion for writing, or dream of doing something big, just keep trying. Arfa went from writing complete
trash to publishing an amazing book! So dream big and fhy high! Arfa would probably be a bit less jolly when she talks

- VIRUS

- WITHIN.

- Dower, Bood. .E,Beﬁrzgmf
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New Teachers At our School
Written by: Kiana Lodha and Arfa Shaik
Montgomery Upper middle school continues to get bigger and bigger every year. Not in size but in the amount of
people within it. Sure enough there are lots of students joining the school every year but teachers? That's a whole
different idea. There are many new teachers at our school this year , including Ms. Osbourne and Mrs. England.

Mrs. England has quite a lot to say about her previous years of teaching and her current interests. She
has taught for about 9 years before moving here which is a long period of time. In the span of 9 years,
she has also taught science for a while and homeschooled her daughters for about @ years. This shows
years of work she put into her career which guarantees a profound interest in teaching. The main
reason that she wanted to teach in UMS is because she basically used to go to this same school. As Mrs.
England said “ [ went here.”

Motivating students is a tough job, especially when it's about learning math. As obvious as it is, math is
not a subject that's specifically liked by a lot of young students. The complexity of the subject often
drives students to stress about it. One way that Mrs. England motivates students is, as she said herself,
“Jolly Ranchers.” Yes. You read that right, Jolly ranchers. It's clear that when there’s candy there’s
always work done. A lot of other teachers have adapted to this method of using candy- especially Jolly
ranchers to get the students' brains cranking.

Talking about motivation, the main reason Mrs. England began teaching is because of her kind heart. She loves helping people
understand material that's complicated for them and she gains satisfaction from it. The act of helping people fuels her to teach
because teaching is a way of helping people- in this case , young students understand the basic essentials of life. She was a substitute
at LMS last year, and the students fell in love with her teaching instantly, giving her a title she earned of The Best Sub'

Besides teaching, the opinion of teachers on how this school can be better matters a lot and Mrs. England gladly expressed her
opinion. She herself said having “Rinder students”can make this school a safe and better place for everyone. One thing she would
absolutely say to students is to “Never give up.” Those three words can actually have a huge impact when they're taken by heart.

Coming back to the fact that she's new to this school, It's pretty clear that a lot of people would have one question in mind, “How has she been
fitting in?” And the answer is, absolutely perfectly. The students love her and we can't blame them, she's an extraordinary person after all
This is also a really direct example of how a person’s good nature can impact people around them.

Ms. Osbourne is the new dance teacher at UMS and MHS, bringing in a new dance
elective for students as well Growing up dancing at a local studio in Bridgewater,
and joining the Somerset County Vocational and Technical High School in their
dance department, her passion for dance grew along with her talent. This is a great
example of how going after what you love can impact your whole life.

Ms. Osbourne is the new dance teacher at UMS and MHS, bringing in a new dance
elective for students as well. Growing up dancing at a local studio in Bridgewater, and
joining the Somerset County Vocational and Technical High School in their dance
department, her passion for dance grew along with her talent. This is a great
example of how going after what you love can impact your whole life.
Continued on the following page.
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New Teachers Continued

After graduating, she pursued a BFA (bachelor in fine arts) and an EdM (Electronic Dance Music) in the dance program at Rutgers
University. During this time, she began understanding dance in public schools, and realized she also had a passion for teaching.
Sometimes, things only appear when you really get involved in stuff you really love. During her undergrad, Ms. Osbourne assisted
with community arts dance classes at Rutgers, and participated in the Integrated Dance Collaboratory, helping classes for teens
and adults with different abilities.

After various types of dance programs, Ms. Osbourne started substitute teaching adaptive classes, and teaching Saturday community
outreach classes through a local school district. She was also the assistant director of the Rutgers Summer Dance Conservatory. When
joining the Montgomery School District, because of its openness to creating a dance program, Ms. Orbournes hoped to help create new
opportunities for every student to engage in dance. With her journey with dancing alongside people with different abilities, she said, and
I quote, 'Tm especially passionate about continuing to teach students with disabilities, and I knew Montgomery would support that
vision." Showing just how open minded she is. Montgomery Upper Middle school continues to prove itself by ensuring amazing teachers
and well behaved students. Mrs. England and Ms. Osbourne are great examples of passionate and experienced teachers who strive to
make this world a better place by spreading their talent and knowledge to students for quaranteeing a better future.

Py

Seventh Grade Spotlight

Written by: Carsten Poon and Leteef Farayola

M. DeSisto is a 7th grade social studies teacher at Montgomery Upper Middle School. In this interview, we learned about the beloved teacher
and how he became a teacher, along with some other details.

We began by asking where he was from and his involvement in school. He told us that he was from Burlington, down south in New Jersey. We
also learned that he is on the red team currently and is a cross country coach and a coach for intramural flag football

His journey at Montgomery began 4 years ago, he told us that he picked Montgomery because they were a good fit to his choice of teaching,
being experience based learning. He also told us that the reason he chose social studies was because he believes that it makes a good well
rounded individual and that the past is still with us and that it is best taught as something that's alive as opposed to just memorizing facts.

We also dove into more personal details, such as his favorite animal, being elephants because of how they think in a communal sense and never
forget things as they care for each other. We also learned about his hobbies, such as playing video games as many students know, listening to
music, and trying new foods. Other students also know about his two cats -Rosy & Violet- which are black cats who have been with Mr.
DeSisto for a loving two years. As we ended our interview, we knew that we chose right, picking Mr. DeSisto for our interview and even
recently winning teacher of the year! Being a great teacher, he strives to help students better understand history and positively impacts our
UMS community. Continued on the following page.
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Seventh Grade Spotlight Continued

M. Pandit, a language arts teacher at UMS, teaches the grade 7 for the red team. We learned about this teacher through questions
and dove into why he chose language arts to teach as well as why he chose UMS in the first place.
We began by asking where he was from and his involvement in school. he is from Lawrence here in New Jersey.

His journey in language arts started when he was young. He would read Isaac Asimov voraciously and it seemed to start a spark in
him. In middle school, Mr. Pandit loved to play with words. he would write creatively and contribute poetry to his high school literary
folio. Studying British literature and the art of creative writing helped him realize the power of words on people. Some of his favorite

writers include the names of Shakespeare, Swift, Milton, Blake, Poe, and Dickinson. Teaching language arts combines his love for all of
these as well as helping students learn the beauty of language.
Into more about his background, Mr. Pandit has been teaching for 15 years but started in UMS in Septernber of 2019 with a lot of
teaching experience already as people can tell. But he has still learned a lot from his colleagues here at UMS. He stated, “I can
unequivocally say that the students and staff here at UMS have been the best to work with.” He says he feels appreciated and
respected as welll Mr. Pandit is extremely grateful for being here and knows how lucky he is.

Into more personal things, Mr. Pandit's favorite animal is a capybara because of how it's friendly with everything! He finds its apathy
towards conflict inspiring. He wisely says, “when life gets stressful, ask yourself, what would a capybara do?” Mr. Pandit also added that
he is very fond of trees as they are beautiful and have become resilient by swaying with the wind; being too rigid would also cause one
to fall over.

Some of his hobbies include playing the guitar, drums, and singing in a band. He also loves photography. He just started enjoying anime,

he says that Attack on Titan was epic and is currently watching Frieren.
As we end this article, we now know much more about our beloved teacher, Mr. Pandit, from his background starting language arts to
his more personal aspect of things today. Being a great teacher, it was great to have him star in the teacher spotlight.
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Tiramisu
By: Morgan Go

Image from New York Times CooRing

Tiramisu is a traditional Italian dessert that is well known for its rich flavor and delicate texture. Traditionally
served cold, tiramisu is a no-bake dessert that’s simple to prepare yet elegant enough to be served at formal
settings or special occasions.

This dessert is built from layers of coffee-soaked ladyfingers and a fluffy mascarpone cream made with eggs
and sugar, then finished with a dusting of cocoa powder. While tiramisu may look fancy, it's surprisingly easy to
make at home with just a few ingredients and no oven required. With some patience while it chills and sets, you’ll
have a dessert that tastes like it came straight from an Italian café.

Below is a classic tiramisu recipe from Broma Bakery that’s easy to follow and perfect for both beginner and
experienced bakers!

INGREDIENTS:
® 1 package lady fingers
4 eqgs, separated
1 cup sugar, divided
16 oz. mascarpone, cold from the fridge (use cream cheese as a substitute)
1 cup strong coffee
1 tsp. vanilla extract
Cocoa powder, for dusting (2-3 tbsp.)

Directions can be found on the following page
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Peppermint Mocha Cookies
By: Vanya Jamoriya and Evelyn Wang

Source: Sally's Baking -- Peppermint Mocha Cookies

Peppermint mocha cookies are made with only a few simple ingredients and the recipe combines
festive favorites including candy canes, white chocolate, and more! This festive treat is often made
and eaten around the holiday season, especially during the winter time. Consider maRing these

across winter break-it will be a good use of your time!

INGREDIENTS:

1/2 cup (8 Tbsp; 113g) unsalted butter, softened to room temperature
1/2 cup (100q) granulated sugar

1/2 cup (100q) packed light or dark brown sugar

1 large egg, at room temperature

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

1 teaspoon peppermint extract

1 cup (125q) all-purpose flour (spooned & leveled)

1/2 cup + 2 Tablespoons (51g) unsweetened natural cocoa powder

1 teaspoon baking soda

2 teaspoons espresso powder or 1 Tablespoon instant coffee granules
1/8 teaspoon salt

1 cup (180g) mini or regular size semi-sweet chocolate chips

8 ounces white chocolate, coarsely chopped

3 large candy canes, crushe

Directions can be found on the following page
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Peppermint Mocha Cookies
Recipe Steps:

1.In a large bowl, beat the butter, granulated sugar, and brown sugar together on medium high speed until
fluffy and light in color, about 2-3 minutes.

2.Add the eqg, vanilla extract, and peppermint extract, and then beat on high speed until combined. Scrape
down the sides and bottom of the bowl as needed.

3.In a separate bowl, whisk the flour, cocoa powder, baking soda, espresso powder, and salt together until
combined. With the mixer running on low speed, slowly pour into the wet ingredients. Beat on low until
combined and then beat in the chocolate chips. The cookie dough will be thick and very sticky.

4.Cover dough tightly and chill in the refrigerator for at least 3 hours and up to 3 days. Chilling is mandatory
for this sticky cooRie dough.

5.Remove cooRie dough from the refrigerator and allow it to sit at room temperature for 10 minutes. If the
cooRie dough chilled longer than 3 hours, let it sit at room temperature for about 20 minutes. This makes the
chilled cookie dough easier to scoop and roll.

6.Preheat oven to 350°F (177°C). Line large baking sheets with parchment paper or silicone baking mats. Set
aside. Scoop and roll dough, 1.5 Tablespoons of dough each, into balls. Arrange 2-3 inches apart on the
baRing sheets. Bake the cookies for 11-12 minutes or until the edges appear set and the centers still look soft.

7.Cool cookies for 5 minutes on the baking sheet, and then transfer to a cooling rack to cool completely. The
cooRies will slightly deflate as they cool.

8.Melt the chopped white chocolate in a double boiler or use the microwave. For the microwave, place the white
chocolate in a medium heat-proof bowl. Melt in 15 second increments, stirring after each increment until
completely melted and smooth.

9.Dip each completely cooled cookie halfway into the white chocolate and place onto a parchment or silicone
baking mat-lined baking sheet. Sprinkle crushed candy canes on top of the chocolate. Repeat with the rest of

the cooled cooRies. Place the baking sheet into the refrigerator to help the chocolate set for about one hour.

10.Now you can enjoy your delicious peppermint mocha cooRies! :)

)~~~

The Claw: Issue 1 Winter 2026



THE CLAW: PUZZLES

Riddleg

Q- The weatherman said it was going to snow, but everyone was disappointed because later, it started
raining instead. On this same day, a little earlier, an old man went for a walk, and it then started raining. He
forgot his umbrella and did not own a hat. His head was not covered at all. When he returned home, his
clothes were soaking wet, but not a hair on his head was wet at alll How was this possible?

Q- A woman is sitting in her hotel room, all alone on Christmas Eve, when she hears a knock on the door. She
opens it to see a man whom she has never seen before. He says, “I'm sorry, I thought this was my room.” He
leaves the doorway and goes down the corridor and into the elevator. The woman goes straight back into
her room and then calls security. What made the woman so suspicious of the man?

Q- I'run faster than any beast and can leap across mountains, yet I am invisible and held in a jar. I am the
reason you shiver, even by the fire. What am I?

Answers on the following page

Winter Themed Crossword Puzzle

S
Sa?

Across
4. A popular shelter to build with snow
5. A song: 'Winter ' Originally by Richard B.
Smith

6. A landform that caused the downfall of the Titanic
7. Wet, partially melted snow. Terrible for playing in

Down
1. What Santa landsdown from to deliver presents
2. A winter sport using slopes
3. Articles of clothing worn on lower legs
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ANSWER: Crossword Puzzle
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Riddleg

A- The old man was bald. jf
fr [
A- If the man had actually thought K o .
that it was his hotel room, he would Qk-

have tried to open the door, he
would not have knocked.

| |
—_— —

A- The winter wind.
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