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Head’s Message

Rubbish in, rubbish out?

Several pupils have asked how my reading and book are going. The short answer: really well. It’s encouraging
and thought-provoking, blending data, history, philosophy, and contemporary society, while also challenging
me personally.

One discussion point is social media, its distractions, and us needing immediacy. With Australia banning it for
under-16s, speculation about whether the UK will follow, and comments like Matt Damon’s observation that
films now repeat plots because audiences are on their phones and distracted, the debate is everywhere. Over
the past decade, we’ve seen constant oscillation as society wrestles with how we communicate and whether
social media benefits young people or harms them. Many say they dislike it; others admit they use it heavily.
If we’re honest, it is not limited to the young!

The book, however, explores a subtler issue: time and mental space. The author describes himself ‘Long after
I’d closed the app, I’d be panting on the treadmill at the gym, or chopping carrots for dinner, only to find
myself mentally prosecuting a devastating argument against some idiotic holder of wrong opinions I’d had the
misfortune to encounter earlier online that day’. It’s an experience many of us recognise. This raises questions:
Is the solution regulation, given how hard self-control can be? Or is it more personal? And where do we find
good guidance?

Philippians 4:8 came to mind, urging us to dwell on what is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and praiseworthy,
a verse often cited for mental and spiritual wellbeing. Perhaps the question isn’t simply whether social media
is good or bad, but whether it helps us focus on these things. If it does, all well and good. If it doesn’t, then its
value, and our use of it, deserve questioning.

In order to flourish, what helps, and how can we focus more on that?

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer

30TH JANUARY 2026



Pre-Prep News

January Prize Assembly

On the last Friday of every month, we celebrate the achievements of our pupils and
staff, and January was no exception!

It was a pleasure to congratulate our Prep pupils, who excelled in one of their subjects, such as Spelling, Art, or
Music, as well as our Pre-Prep children, who demonstrated our values so beautifully or achieved excellence in
one of their subjects. It’s important to recognise not only the outstanding results that are clearly visible, but also
the effort that each pupil puts in. We celebrate every step of progress our pupils make and value their individual
growth.

A special congratulations goes to Wye House, who collected the most house points again this month — well
done!

We also celebrated our staff: congratulations to Mrs Barr for receiving our monthly award for teachers.

Finally - the much-anticipated AA badges will be awarded next month; we know some of our pupils (and we!)
can’t wait!



Pre-Prep News

Grandparents’ Afternoon

On Wednesday, we were delighted to
welcome almost 50 grandparents and
special family members to spend a
wonderful afternoon with our Pre-Prep
pupils.

The children began with songs
accompanied by Mr Rainer on piano,
including a beautiful rendition of “You
Are My Sunshine” with everyone joining
in. 

It was heart-warming to see the children
proudly showing their classrooms and
library, making arts and crafts, reading
together, or even teaching visitors to build
a cardboard castle. The joy on their faces
was matched only by the smiles of their
guests.

We are so grateful to everyone who joined
us to make it such a special afternoon.

Early Years Trip to Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm

At the end of last week, our Kindergarten and Reception classes enjoyed an exciting trip to Noah’s Ark Zoo
Farm. Our youngest pupils were full of excitement as they explored the zoo - there were so many amazing
animals to see! They were also very brave when getting up close to some of the animals during the talks. The
children listened carefully, asked thoughtful questions, and were a credit to the school throughout the day.
We are so proud of them!

It was a fantastic day and we hope it added a memorable experience to their time in Pre-Prep.



This week’s Club - Creative Club

The Creative Club runs every Wednesday after
school, from 4.45 pm to 5.30 pm, and is led by Mrs
Barr. It’s a very popular club with our Year 3 and 4
children, who love crafting, making origami, and
sharing their wonderful creative ideas.

The children always leave the club brimming with
inspiration and proud of their creations — it’s a
fantastic way for them to explore their creativity and
have fun with friends!

We are featuring a different club each week to share all the exciting things
happening at our after-school clubs!

School Club of the Week - 
Creative Club

Whole School Open Morning -
School Parents are Welcome!

On Friday 13th February, we will be hosting our first Open
Morning of the Lent Term 2026.

The morning will begin with coffee with the Head, followed
by pupil-led tours of the school. From 10.30am, guests are
welcome to join a coffee morning to meet the Head and
staff and ask further questions.

Current parents are also very welcome to attend, either for a
tour or simply to join us for coffee and a chat.

To attend, please email:
 admissions@deanclosestjohns.org.uk 

Little Trees Nursery in Tutshill — part of the
Dean Close Foundation and located next door
to our Pre-Prep — would be very happy to
rehome toys and books for children aged 0–4.

If you have any baby or toddler toys or books you’d be
happy to donate, please take them directly to the
nursery entrance, located on the right at the top of the
Pre-Prep ramp.

Thank you very much for your support!

Message from Little Trees Nursery - 
Toy & Book Donations Welcome



Upcoming Boarding Weekends

This week’s match reports will be published next week. Thank you for your understanding.

If you have any questions regarding games, please feel free to contact the Heads of Sport or your form tutors.



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Lent Term 2026 on the school
website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Date Event

UPCOMING EVENTS – NEXT TWO WEEKS

School Calendar & Events

Saturday 31  Januaryst U12 & U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Collegiate 
(Venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

U10 – U13 Netball vs Cheltenham College 
(Venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

Monday 2  Februarynd

(Prep Week 2)
14:00

U8 & U9 Boys’ Football vs QEH & Collegiate 
@ QEH (A)

14:00 U9 A & B Netball vs Rougemont (A)

16:30
U11 Girls’ Football vs Tockington (H) 

- moved to 2  March 2026nd

Tuesday 3  Februaryrd 16:30 Kindergarten & Reception Parents’ Evening

15:00
U13 Girls’ Indoor Cricket Match – round 1 of

Gloucestershire Competition (H)
- (moved from 27/1/26)

Wednesday 4  Februaryth U10 – U13 Boys’ Hockey Severnside Festivals
(Venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

14:00 U11 Netball vs Llandaff (H)

14:00 U13 Netball vs The Downs, Wraxall (H)

16:45 Year 3 & 4 Parents’ Evening
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Thursday 5  Februaryth 16:30 Kindergarten & Reception Parents’ Evening

Saturday 7th February
Year 6 Big Boarding Weekend – Graffiti Workshop

Year 3 Big Boarding Weekend – Puxton Park

U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Solihull (Venues TBC)
(Foundation Fixtures)

U12 & U13 Netball vs King’s Gloucester
(Foundation Fixtures)

Sunday 8th February
Year 6 Big Boarding Weekend – Roller Disco

Year 3 Big Boarding Weekend - Laser Tag

Monday 9  Februaryth

(Prep Week 1)
14:00

U8 & U9 Boys’ Hockey Training Festival @ The
Downs, Wraxall (A)

14:00 U9 A & B Netball vs Howell’s (A)

16:30
U13 Girls’ Football vs Tockington (A) – moved to

9/3/26

Tuesday 10  Februaryth 13:00 Year 5 & 6 Girls’ Football Festival (H)

Wednesday 11  Februaryth

U10 – U11 Boys’ Hockey vs Clifton
College/Cricklade Manor (Venues TBC)

(Foundation Fixtures)

U13 Boys’ Hockey vs KLB (Foundation Fixtures)

14:00 U11 Netball vs Rougemont (H)

14:00 U13 Netball vs Cheltenham College (A)

16:45 Year 3, 4 & 5 Informal Music Concert

Thursday 12  Februaryth 16:45 Year 7 & 8 Parents’ Evening (moved from January)

Friday 13  Februaryth 9:00 Open Morning

10:30
Open Morning Parents’ Coffee Social - 

School Parents are welcome!



Have a great weekend!

14:00
Half-Term Church Service at St Luke’s Church,

Tutshill

15:15 Half-Term begins
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