
PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
CLIMATE CRISIS RESPONSE COMMITTEE 

 
​ 01/21/2026​  

 
​     

Meeting Minutes 
 
Pursuant to notice made by posting on the Board’s public notices webpage and emailed 
to persons on the mailing list, a meeting of the Climate Crisis Response Committee was 
held virtually and streamed live at: https://www.youtube.com/@pps_climatejustice  
 
The materials for this meeting were posted on the Committee’s Webpage. 
 
Attendance                     
 
Committee Members 
Present:  
Alyssa Koomas (Committee Chair) 
Barbi Alexander 
Jane Comeault 
Murtaza Balta 
Shannon Adams 
Leah Almeida 
Alma Valls 
 
Absent:  
America Tirado 
 
Other Attendees  
Kat Davis - Climate Justice Advisor, PPS 
Carrie Jones Bohara - Climate Justice Student Projects Coordinator, PPS 
Bird Babcock - Climate Justice AmeriCorps Fellow 
 
 
Called to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Alyssa Koomas. 
 
 
Topic 1: Welcome & Introduction (Alyssa Koomas) 
 

●​ The committee moved to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. Motion by Jane 
Comeault, Second by Shannon Adams, all in favor.  

●​ No members of the public were present for public comment.  
●​ Alyssa revisited the committee’s three primary duties to align the group for the quarterly meeting: 

○​ Reporting: Receiving data from district staff on policy implementation. 
○​ Alignment: Ensuring implementation matches policy goals. 
○​ Recommendations: Providing an annual report to the Board (scheduled for April). 

 
Topic 2: Student Report (Alma Valls, Leah Almeida) 
 

●​ Student Survey:  Planned for April (Earth Month) to capitalize on outreach events. 
○​ Focus on comparing data to last year while potentially reducing open-ended questions to 

increase response volume. 
○​ Alyssa, Shannon, Murtaza, and Bird volunteer to meet in May to analyze help results. 

●​ Student Projects Update: A student-led climate summit/showcase is planned for late April 
(Lincoln and Wells collaboration). It aims to be district-wide and student-focused. 

○​ Progress on reusable utensils and composting continues despite logistical barriers. 
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○​ Environmental Justice Night: Features "sustainable habits" stations (e.g., darning socks, 
making soap). 

 
Topic 3: Staff Report (Kat Davis, Carrie Jones Bohara, Bird Babcock) 
 

●​ Decarbonization Roadmap: 
○​ PPS has a comprehensive roadmap tool developed with PAE and the Newling Institute. 
○​ Key Finding: If the three remaining high schools are modernized as fully electric and the 

grid decarbonizes as planned, PPS is projected to meet the 2030 goal of 50% emissions 
reduction. The report is in meeting materials. 

○​ Question from Leah Almeida: are PGE and Pacific Power on track to meet their goals? 
Since this is required for PPS to meet our decarbonization goals, what do we do if they 
don’t meet their goals?  

●​ Staffing: The Energy & Sustainability Manager position is currently vacant and posted. 
●​ Climate Literacy: The Oregon Dept. of Education (ODE) released K-12 climate literacy 

standards. Report included in meeting materials.  
○​ PPS is mapping existing science curricula against these standards and will proactively 

use them for the upcoming social science curriculum adoption. 
●​ Student Project Updates: The Digital Showcase has been updated to feature student projects. 

○​ 100% of eligible schools have submitted projects and those projects have been approved 
by PPS and by PCEF. 

●​ A new Climate Justice & Sustainability Newsletter has launched with both community-facing and 
student-facing versions. 

 
Topic 4: Committee Discussion 
 

●​ The committee discussed interest in learning more about the draft PPS AI guidelines for staff and 
students. The February 11th “Special Topics” meeting will be dedicated to reviewing this work and 
reflecting on the impacts on climate policy.  

 
 
Adjourn                                           ​ ​ ​                                                                         ​                          
 
Alyssa Koomas adjourned the meeting at 7:03 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by:                                                                                                          ​                     ​  
  
Kat Davis, Advisor for Climate Justice 
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