English 9 vs. Honors English 9 : What’s the Difference?

Both English 9 and Honors English 9 are rigorous, meaningful courses that build strong
reading, writing, speaking, and critical-thinking skills. The difference lies in the pace, depth,
and level of independence expected of students.

English 9 (On-Level) (Literary Analysis & Composition 1; EN100A/B)

English 9 supports students as they solidify and advance foundational high school literacy
skills. Students who belong in on-level English often:

e Are mastering core literary elements and devices and explaining their effects
e Preferto complete most reading during class time

¢ Benefit from modeling, guided practice, and step-by-step scaffolding

¢ Need support breaking down longer academic writing assignments

¢ Are balancing academics with extracurriculars, jobs, or other commitments

This course focuses on building confidence, consistency, and strong analytical habits at a
supported pace. Most students find a significant increase in the analytical expectations
and pacing of on-level 9" grade English compared to their middle school language
classes.

Honors English 9 (Honors Literary Analysis & Composition 1; EN109A/B)

Honors English 9 is designed for students who are eager to move quickly and think deeply
about literature and writing. Students who thrive in honors typically:

¢ Enjoyreading and academic writing

¢ Arereading and writing above grade-level expectations in their middle school courses
¢ Complete reading and assignments independently, often outside of class

¢ Recognize literary elements and devices on their own and analyze their impact

e Participate willingly in small-group and whole-class discussions

 Take feedback positively and revise their work thoughtfully

e Are excited to dig deeper, add nuance, and develop complex ideas about texts

This course emphasizes advanced analysis, faster pacing, and greater independence.



