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SANTA DOESN’T ALWAYS DELIVER
BY MAKAYLA CRONIN

HOLIDAY HITS AND MISSES
BY NATALIE FERNANDEZ

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD
BY REGINA KOLMOGOROVA-WEISENBERG

With winter holidays on the horizon, I went around Shelter Island High School asking students and sta� to re�ect on their childhood holidays and I asked: What’s a gift 
you wanted as a kid but never received? Take a look to see who’s dream gift never made it under the tree.

The holiday season brings many surprises, 
some in the form of gifts…gifts that bring 
us joy and gifts we secretly wish came with a 
gift receipt. We all know it is the thought that 
counts, but isn’t it fun to hear about some gift 
fails? I think so. 

Starting o� strong junior Abie Roig, he shared 
his worst gift, which was coal from his grandma. 

That year Abie was on the naughty list, obviously. 
Junior Cayman Morehead shared his worst gift 
was a tether pole that still hasn’t made its way 
out of the box. Senior Elliot Shack was given an 
ultra moisturizing lip balm by their dad because 
“it looked like they needed it,” while the rest 
of the family was gifted fun �avored lip balms. 
Mrs. Callahan once received a tie dye sweatshirt 

from rock band Grateful Dead, which led to a 
breakup. Ouch. 

Now, on to the gifts that have made our 
holidays. Spanish teacher Ms. Kotula was 
once given a trip to Sillver Dollar City, a theme 
park in Missouri with an exciting glassblowing 
performance. Ms. Zumpol has gotten some 
excellent “experience gifts,” such as concerts 

and cooking classes. Mrs. Lang says the best gift 

“de�nitely has to be jewlery from my husband.”  

Senior Mae Brigham loves the pink iPad her dad 

got her so she can live out to her full “iPad kid 

potential” and watch “Real Housewives.” Gifts 

are always tricky, here’s to hoping we all get 

some wins this year.

Christmas is a global holiday and though 
many countries celebrate Christmas, the 
traditions vary greatly. Here in the United 
States, we are well aware of our traditions. 
Christmas trees, lights, and wreaths are 
typical decor. And, in the U.S., it is typical to 
wake up on Christmas morning to see Santa 
Clause has come and �lled your stockings and 
left you gifts under the tree. Yet, in other parts 
of the world Christmas looks di�erent. 

In Sweden, for example, the holiday season 

kicks o� on December 13th for St. Lucia’s 
Day. Girls wear candle crowns and everyone 
enjoys sweet buns. Also in Sweden, it is more 
traditional to open gifts on Christmas Eve. In 
Mexico, families celebrate Las Posadas. Las 
Posadas tells the story of Mary and Joseph 
seeking shelter on the night of Jesus’s birth. 
Children break bright, star-shaped piñatas 
�lled with candy, toys, and other fun goodies 
to mark the occasion. 

In Germany, Christmas markets are how 

most locals shop for gifts. The markets (now 
popular with foreign tourists) are a community 
event and feature pretty lights, yummy treats, 
and handmade gifts. German children get to 
celebrate a bit early when on December 6th, 
also known as St. Nicholas’s Day, they leave 
their boots out so that St. Nicholas can �ll 
them with candy. 

Christmas in Ethiopia is called Ganna and is 
celebrated on January 7. Preceded by fasting 
for 43 days, Ganna is an all out celebration. 

People wear traditional white clothing, go to 
church, and celebrate and eat with family and 
neighbors. A game called genna (similar to 
hockey) is also played. 

Around the world there are many di�erent 
ways to celebrate what we in the U.S. call 
Christmas. Each way to celebrate sounds fun, 
exciting, and very special. It would be fun 
to try celebrating another culture’s holiday 
tradition to brighten up winter this year.

MRS. DONNA CLARK: A PRESENT MRS. CLARK 
ALWAYS WANTED WAS A BICYCLE BECAUSE SHE 
GREW UP ON A FARM AND WOULD HAVE HAD A LOT 
OF ROOM TO RIDE IT.

MAE BRIGHAM: SAMANTHA THE AMERICAN GIRL 
DOLL WAS MAE'S DREAM GIFT BECAUSE SHE 
THOUGHT IT WAS THE PRETTIEST DOLL AND HER 
COUSIN VIVI HAD THE SAME ONE.

MR. BRENNAN: THE PRESENT MR. BRENNAN WISHED 
FOR THE MOST WAS A TRAMPOLINE SINCE A LOT OF 
HIS FRIENDS HAD ONE.

MRS. RANDO: MRS. RANDO ALWAYS WANTED A 
HORSE, AS SHE RODE FOR FUN AND COMPETITIVELY.

MR. BRIGHAM: MR. BRIGHAM WANTED AN ATARI 
2600 BECAUSE IT WAS THE MOST POPULAR GAMING 
SYSTEM IN THE COUNTRY.

RYAN SANWALD: THE GIFT RYAN WANTED MOST 
WAS A PET DEER SO THAT HE COULD WATCH IT 
GROW ITS HORNS, THEN MOUNT IT ON HIS WALL.

MS. REGAN: THE GIFT MS. REAGAN DREAMED OF 
GETTING FOR CHRISTMAS WAS A CAT SO SHE COULD 
FEEL THE JOY OF OPENING THE BOX ON CHRISTMAS 
MORNING AND HAVE A CAT COME OUT.

THOMAS BECKWITH: THOMAS ALWAYS WANTED A 
SHED SO HE COULD HAVE HIS OWN LITTLE SHOP TO 
FIX AND BUILD THINGS IN.

LEXI BARTILUCCI: LEXI'S DREAM GIFT WAS A ONE OF 
A KIND BARBIE DOLLHOUSE THAT COULD CONNECT 
TO WIFI AND WAS VOICE ACTIVATED.
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