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PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS 
Programs lead to historic numbers and graduation rate 

AAs Jazmyn Solis sits 
in her dorm room at 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, she 

reflects on her senior year at 
her now alma mater -- Pike 
High School. 

Throughout her high 
school career, she credits her 
teachers, administrators and 
the many programs available 
to students for her success. 

The Class of 2025 experi-
enced one of the most 
difficult educational disrup-
tions as their seventh and 
eighth grade years were 
impacted by COVID-19. 

Despite that challenge, 
Pike’s commitment to student 
recovery and support helped 
its students thrive, earning 
the school a graduation rate 
of 97 percent, one of the 
highest in Indianapolis and 
the highest in Pike High 
School’s history for a class its 
size. Even more impressively, 
the school reached this 
milestone without using any 
waivers. 

“Pike High School contin-
ues to focus on giving 
students the support and 
opportunities they need to 
succeed,”  Principal Jeremy 
Wolley said. “From our 
dedicated staff to our wide 
range of academic and 
extracurricular programs, we 
want every student to leave 
Pike overqualified to pursue 
whatever they choose to 
pursue after high school.” 

With a variety of advanced 

and elective classes, more 
than 70 clubs, tutoring 
opportunities and multiple 
graduation pathways, Pike 
ensures every student can 
find a program that fits their 
goals. That includes Advanced 
Placement (AP), Dual Credit 
(DC), and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) courses 
designed to prepare students 
for college and beyond. 

Last year, 549 students 
took 918 AP exams, and this 
year, nearly 600 students are 
already registered to take 
close to 1,000 exams — a 
number that continues to 
grow as students explore the 
benefits of early college 
credit, according to IB 
Coordinator Danielle Vohland. 

Pike currently offers 28 AP 
classes, with two more being 
added next school year, along 

with a Pre-AP Chemistry class 
that has boosted interest in 
AP Chemistry. 

In addition to AP, Pike 
offers 45 dual credit courses 
across academic and ca-
reer-technical fields, allowing 
students to earn college 
credits while still in high 
school. The International 
Baccalaureate program 
continues to expand as well, 
with 41 students currently 
enrolled in the full IB Diploma 
Programme and 17 IB courses 
available. Eleven students 
from last year’s senior class 
graduated with full IB Diplo-
mas, earning an average of 
20–50 college credits before 
even stepping onto campus, 
some with as many as 76 
transferable credits after 
duplicates were removed. 

“These programs give 

students a leg up in the 
college admissions process,” 
Vohland said. “They not only 
prepare students academical-
ly, but they also save families 
thousands of dollars in tuition 
and help students build the 
time management and study 
skills they’ll need in college.” 

For Solis, that support went 
beyond academics. 

“Mr. Pilarski (animal science 
teacher) was my biggest 
supporter,”  she said. “When I 
was having a bad mental day, 
he was always there. Mr. 
Csikos also helped me create 
the step team and the 
multicultural board. He was 
there every step of the way.” 

“The Class of 2025 showed 
an incredible amount of 
resilience and determination 
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As part of her final exam grade, senior Dawnyelle Quinn makes a veloute 
sauce during her culinary arts class. Culinary Arts is one of 28 career path-
ways. K CHANDLER/photo 
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throughout their four years at Pike High 
School. They never gave up, continually 
impressing me with their drive and the 
success of the entire class,”  Csikos said. 
“Many students left a lasting legacy by 
creating new clubs, finding ways to get 
more of their peers involved and pushing 
each other to the finish line. Their impact 
will be felt at Pike for years to come.” 

Solis said that it was more than just the 
people, though, that helped her to become 
successful. It was also the opportunities she 
had. 

Now a freshman at IU, Solis is already 
halfway through her sophomore year in 
credits thanks to Pike’s dual credit and AP 
classes. 

“The classes I took at Pike helped me a 
bunch with college and life now,”  she said. 
“Every student can meet their goals if they 
use the resources Pike offers appropriately.” 

Solis encourages current students to 
explore their options early. 

“Find your passion and see if Pike offers 
classes along those lines,”  she said. “This is a 
time to explore because you’re not yet 
paying for it.” 

While academics are a strong focus, 
many students participate in Pike’s wide 
range of extracurricular activities (more 
than 70 in total) which offer opportunities 
for involvement beyond the classroom. 
Programs such as National Honor Society, 
Young Men of Purpose, Robotics Club, 
Guitar Club, Key Club, Black History Club 
and art club, while new clubs like SOUL and 
the Multicultural Board provide additional 
avenues for students to explore their 
interests. Pike’s performing arts programs, 

including band, dance, choir, orchestra, 
theatre and color guard, also engage large 
numbers of students each year. These activi-
ties give students multiple ways to get 
involved and build connections throughout 
their high school experience. 

One of these activities truly inspired one 
alum to do his best at school. 

“Pike Baseball provided me with major sup-
port,”  graduate Anthony Rangel-Lopez said. 
“Coach made sure we were on top of our 
grades. You couldn’t go to practice until your 
grades were up.” 

Rangel-Lopez also found inspiration in 
Pike’s graduation pathways. 

Pike High School is one of only a few 
schools statewide with a full onsite career 
center, offering 28 career pathways ranging 
from construction and automotive to cyberse-
curity, health sciences and underground 
utilities. These programs allow students to 
earn industry-recognized state certifications, 

gain hands-on experience and 
explore future careers before 
graduation. 

“At first I joked with my counsel-
or that I wanted to join the 
Underground Utilities program, 
and I ended up being one of the 
best students,”  he said. “By the 
second day, I was already working 
with virtual reality. They encour-
aged me to jump right in.” 

Courses like Preparing for 
College and Career and teachers 
such as Mrs. Hill in Nutrition and 
Wellness also made a difference. 

“She would always listen,” 
Rangel-Lopez said. “She taught us 
how to cook and made sure 
everyone felt included. Honestly, 
she taught me life skills.” 

Rangel-Lopez was not the only 
one who believed Pike made a 
difference in his education. 

“I learned almost everything I 
needed to know from Pike,”  Solis 
said. “Remember what you’re 
doing it for. Everyone has a reason 
they’re pushing. Remember who 
you’re fighting for; it should be 
yourself always, but sometimes 
that’s not enough. That’s when you 
lean on the people here who care.” 

Solis and Rangel-Lopez are just 
two stories of many. 

“Our students are our greatest 
success stories,”Wolley said. “When 
they leave Pike High School 
confident and prepared for life, we 
know we’ve done our job.” 

This poster hangs on Principal Jere-
my Wolley’s door to reflect the high 
graduation rate of 97 percent 

“Find your passion and see if Pike 
offers classes along those lines,” 
she said. “This is a time to explore 
because you’re not yet paying for 
it.” --Jazmyn Solis (2025 Alum) 

Sophomores Kennedy Sopher, Xaniyah Washington and 
Jordyn Jones-Withers work on a lab for Ms. Kylie Smith’s 
Pre-AP Chemistry class. The two-day lab consisted of six 
stations where students changed gas into various forms. 
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