Samuel D. Francés Vazquez serves as the STET Director and a
former Founding Board IMember of Pensar Academy, an A/B-
rated, nationally recognized school known for innovation,
academic rigor, and an equity-centered mission. As a
foundational architect of the school’s success, Samuel has led
the development of a robust STEIM culture that integrates
creativity, analytical precision, and data-driven instruction.
Under his leadership, Pensar’s STEI program has become a
model of innovation, including the creation of an advanced
high school mathematics pathway for middle school students,
the launch of a competitive robotics program, and the
acquisition of significant external funding such as the NASA
STEI Challenge Grant. Over 10 years, Samuel has also played a
central role in refining Pensar’s Project-Based Learning model
into a sustainable, scalable framework that ensures critical
thinking, innovation, and measurable outcomes remain core
to the school’s instructional vision.
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