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Laurie Hembrey 

Ed Lescher 

Bob Yanik 

Lance Lavajo 
The Grant Community High School February Student of the Month 

is senior Lance Lavajo, son of Francis and Lorraine Lavajo of 

Ingleside. Lance is a standout senior at Grant Community High 

School, balancing rigorous academics with deep involvement in 

athletics and the arts. Maintaining a 4.338 GPA, Lance has 

challenged himself with a heavy course load that includes AP 

World History, AP Language and Composition, AP US History, 

and AP Government. Beyond his Advanced Placement studies, he 

is currently enrolled in dual credit coursework in Biotech and 

English. Lance has also qualified for Honor Roll each semester of 

his high school career.  
 

His academic excellence extends to his athletic life, where he has 

consistently been recognized as an All-Academic student and a 

Scholar-Athlete for volleyball for three consecutive years. In the athletic arena, Lance is a leader on 

the Grant Boys Volleyball team, where he serves as Captain. His performance on the court has been 

record-breaking; he holds the career records for the most digs, receives, and serves as of 2025, and 

previously set the single-season record for digs in 2024. These efforts earned him a spot on the NLCC 

All-Conference team in 2025. Beyond school sports, he competes at a high level with the Adversity 

and Sports Performance (SPVB) volleyball clubs. Lance is equally active in Grant’s music and club 

culture, participating in Jazz Band, Marching Band, and various choir ensembles, while also holding 

memberships in the MEDS, Guitar, Fiber, and ASL clubs. 
 

Lance was inducted into the National Honor Society during his sophomore year. His commitment to 

service is evidenced by volunteering in concessions, Feed My Starving Children, and Lake Villa Fall 

Festival, and participating in the Fox Lake Polar Plunge, among others. He also has professional 

experience as a caddie at Biltmore Country Club during the summer. With interests rooted in health, 

wellness, and life sciences, Lance plans to pursue a future career in either physical therapy or 

biomedical engineering. He is currently considering several options for post-secondary education 

where he can also continue to play volleyball, as well as pursue his other interests. 
 

Lance intends to inspire his peers to deepen their involvement in both the school and the 

surrounding community. He views the honor of being named a Grant Student of the Month as a way 

to build stronger connections with those who share his ethical values and to set a high standard for 

students who wish to "chase the stars." Drawing on his diverse experiences as an athlete, employee, 

and student, he is dedicated to contributing his skills and feedback to improve the Grant community 

in every way possible. 



 

 

ILMEA All-State Representatives, Ms. Koske,  
& Ms. McGovern 

For the first time in school history, four Grant students represented GCHS at 

the ILMEA All-State Music Festival in Peoria! Senior Myles Foreman and 

sophomore Joaquin Argueta performed in the Honors Chorus, junior Derrick 

Rios sang with the All-State Chorus, and junior Elaina Schiller participated in 

the Future Music Educators Seminar, one of only 55 students selected 

statewide. Over the course of four days, our performing Bulldogs honed their 

skills, learned from top music educators, and collaborated with some of the 

best high school musicians in Illinois. Their experience culminated in a finale 

concert, celebrating their hard work, dedication, and growth as musicians. 
 

Congratulations to Myles, Joaquin, Derrick, and Elaina on this historic achievement! 
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Closing out a strong IHSA season, the Grant Varsity Dance team competed at 

the IHSA Dance State Finals, placing 14th overall among the top teams in 

Illinois. The Bulldogs put together a solid performance on the state stage, 

highlighting the progress and growth made throughout the year. Finishing in 

14th Place at the IHSA State Finals is a notable accomplishment, and the 

dancers and coaches should be proud of what they achieved this season. 

Congratulations on a successful IHSA run! And they’re not done yet… Next 

stop: Nationals! Be sure to follow @grantdanceteam on Instagram for updates 

as they prepare for the national stage. 

Dance Closes Out a Strong IHSA Season 

Grant Dance Team at the IHSA Dance State Finals. 

The Grant Boys Bowling team put together a memorable postseason run this 

year, making history as the only team in program history to qualify for the 

IHSA State Finals. Competing against the top programs in Illinois, the 

Bowldogs capped off the season with a 21st-place finish, rolling a combined 

team pinfall of 5,771. Their state performance reflected a true team effort, with 

every frame, pin, and cheer contributing to their success. 
 

While the team did not advance to Day Two, freshman Dylan Wastag 

represented the program as an individual, advancing after finishing 22nd on 

Day One. Dylan followed that up with an outstanding Day Two performance, 

finishing 8th in the state with a total pinfall of 2,653. His finish earned him First Team All-State honors and 

marked the highest individual placement in Grant Boys Bowling program history. 
 

Congratulations to the Bowldogs and their coaches on an outstanding season and a postseason run to be proud 

of. Their success this year is a testament to the strength of the program and the standard they continue to build. 

Boys Bowling Caps Off A Historic Year 

Grant Boys Bowling Team at IHSA State Finals. 

Four Bulldogs Represent Grant at ILMEA All-State 
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Principal’s Corner 

It was exciting to see our staff and students jump back into learning as we returned to school in 

January. With the new semester started, it is a good opportunity to review our commitments  

and goals we set at the beginning of the school year. We remain committed to preparing each 

student for success beyond high school by offering opportunities to develop individual skills to 

harness the power of communication, learn perseverance, demonstrate integrity, practice 

adaptability, problem solve, and develop an empowered learning mindset. In the pursuit of 

those commitments, we remind every student and family that no goal is too big at Grant 

Community High School. If you dedicate yourself to success through your daily commitment to 

excellence, our staff is dedicated to meeting your goals by providing opportunities to grow and 

excel inside and outside the classroom. I look forward to seeing the growth of our students over 

the Spring Semester and the product of our combined effort to make sure our students get the 

most out of this semester. 
 

This month, we will return to our focus on College and Career Readiness with our third College and Career Readiness 

Activity on February 24th. During the activity, students will continue to familiarize themselves with the SchooLinks 

platform and participate in specialized instruction consistent with their grade level. On this day, students will also 

participate in taking the 5Essentials Survey. This survey asks students questions about the five indicators that positively 

affect school success and how those indicators come to life for them as students at Grant Community High School. Their 

feedback, along with parent and staff responses to the 5Essentials survey help us better shape our work to make sure that 

we are working towards being the best school for our students and a source of pride for our community. Please look for 

communication regarding this survey and how you can participate within the next month. We look forward to receiving 

your feedback and continuing to work together to make Grant Community High School the best that it can be. 
 

In January, we saw the strength of our staff and student investment in athletics and activities as our teams started earning 

their way into State Series competitions. Notably, our Boys Bowling team qualified for the IHSA State Bowling Finals as a 

team for the first time in Grant history.  Our Dance Team qualified for the IHSA Dance State Finals as well after a 

Conference Championship performance at the NLCC Conference Competition and a strong finish at the IHSA Sectional. 

The Grant Wrestling and Girls Bowling teams earned the title of NLCC Conference Championships this season and are 

still competing. The Cheerleading team earned a second-place finish at the NLCC Conference championship. Our arts 

were highlighted by three of our choir members qualifying for the Illinois Music Education Association Honors Chorus 

and All-State Chorus performances.  Additionally, one of our band members was selected as one of 55 students from 

across the state for the Future Music Educators Seminar.  Finally, 23 of our FBLA members qualified for the FBLA State 

Competition in April. We are exceptionally proud of all of our coaches, sponsors, and students for demonstrating 

excellence in their sports and activities and representing our school and community with respect and pride across the state 

of Illinois. I look forward to updating these accomplishments as we build on our success throughout the month of 

February. 
 

Looking towards the future, this past month, we welcomed students and families from the Class of 2030 to campus for 8th 

Grade Enrollment Night. It was exciting to meet our next generation of students and their families. Our teachers helped 

educate our future students with information about their curriculum choices and helped our future students develop a 

better understanding of the many electives available to our students in their first year. We look forward to the Class of 

2030 joining our learning community and becoming Bulldogs in August! 
 

Go Bulldogs! 
 

Mr. Blair Schoell 

Principal 
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FBLA members recently competed in the Northern Area Regional Conference. After testing their 

knowledge and skills, 23 Business Bulldogs walked away with a top-ten finish and will be 

advancing to the FBLA State Competition in March! 
 
 

GCHS Northern Area Competition Standings 

1st Place—Izabela Podgorski for Computer Game & Simulation Programming, Sophie Lelchuk for Cyber Security, 

Samantha Archuleta for Job Interview, & Jay Pole for Retail Management 
 

2nd Place—John Dollinger for Business Plan 
 

4th Place—Neelah Johnson for Agribusiness, Joseph Reiner for Economics, Carson Strid for Introduction to FBLA, 

Brooke Horn & Natalia Fafrowicz for Sales Presentation, & Addison Smith for HealthCare Administration 
 

5th Place—Gainele Muntu & Ryan Kadlec for Business Ethics & Vic Lin for Electronic Career Portfolio 
 

6th Place—Vani Patel for Business Communication 
 

7th Place—Jasmine Bo for Advertising & Nicole Kubiak for Introduction to Information Technology 
 

8th Place—Piotr Schab & Chase Muir for Data Analysis, Sukhmanpreet Sandhu, Jasmine Khaira, & Moksha Soni for 

Graphic Design, & Diya Patel for Introduction to Business 

Business Bulldogs Qualify for FBLA State 
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Summer School Information 
Brochures and registration forms for summer school will be available in the Front Office and on our website. All classes are on 

a first come, first served basis. There are no refunds after the first day of class. Summer school is open to all students who 

reside within the District 124 attendance boundaries, and who have completed their Freshman, Sophomore, or Junior year. 

For further information, please visit our website (www.grantbulldogs.org) and see the headline listed: Summer School 2026.  

 

National School Counseling Week 
Helping Students Thrive 

National School Counseling Week 2026 is scheduled for February 2-6. 

This week focuses public attention on the unique contribution of school 

counselors within U.S. school systems and how students are impacted as 

a result of what their school counselor can do for and with them. This 

week is sponsored by the American School Counselor Association 

(ASCA) and works to highlight the tremendous impact school counselors 

can have in helping students achieve school success and plan for careers. 
 

School Counselors at Grant are actively engaged in helping students 

examine their abilities, strengths, interests and talents; work in a 

partnership with parents as they encounter the challenges of raising 

children in today’s world; focus on positive ways to enhance students’ 

academic, postsecondary and social/emotional development; and work 

with teachers and other educators to provide an educational system 

where students can realize their potential and set healthy, realistic and 

optimistic aspirations for themselves. School Counselors are certified, 

experienced educators with a master’s degree in school counseling. The 

combination of their training and experience makes them an integral part 

of the total educational program. 
 

With all that our counselors do to help students succeed, we encourage everyone to take a minute or two out of their day 

and send a note of appreciation to one of our amazing counselors—Staff Appreciation Form. For more information about 

National School Counseling Week, visit ASCA’s website, www.schoolcounselor.org  

Grant Counseling Team & Assistant Principal Geist 

Save the Date for 2026 Parent University Events! 
Parent University is a series of workshops and events designed to support parents, guardians, and caregivers. 

Throughout second semester, we will be hosting several events for parents focused on supporting our students, 

Career & Technical Education, financial aid, and Social Emotional Learning (SEL). 

Pre-registration for each event is encouraged, but not required.  
 

• February 25—Career & Technical Education—6:30-8:30 PM 

• March 5—Parent/Guardian Support Group—6:30-8:00 PM 

• April 22—Financial Aid Night (Juniors) - 6:30-8:00 PM 
 

For all sessions, the doors open at 6:00 PM for registration. We recommend parking 

in the student lot and entering through Door 9. Sessions begin at 6:30 PM.  

https://www.grantbulldogs.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17FVjvNdsj5PVsynJoTNCWFKLQQe6Es9O97rgP80Ir-A/viewform?ts=5665ea01&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegah9oys8df3G0GEX3UZ4R_m23XQi63IDx4uYZEBejYhVn_w/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Each month, the Grant Art Department comes together to recognize a student whose creativity, effort, and passion  
deserves to be celebrated. This feature is our way of shining a light on the incredible talent within our  

halls and giving our community a chance to see the unique voices of our young artists. 

9 

Artist Statement—Kaylee Cruz 

Since I was born, I have been surrounded by art. I grew up in a family of artists, so creativity has always been a natural and 

important part of my life. Art was never something distant or unfamiliar to me; it was something I experienced every day. 

Because of this, I developed an appreciation for art at a young age and found inspiration in the people around me. One of my 

biggest inspirations has always been my brother. He helped me discover how to create art and encouraged me to explore my 

creativity. Through his guidance and support, I learned different techniques and also learned how meaningful art could be. 

Because of him, I now enjoy creating art more than ever.  
 

Art has helped me connect with others and express myself. When I create art, I feel comfortable sharing ideas and having fun 

with people around. Art allows me to let my creativity loose and be confident in my work. In the past three years at Grant, art 

classes have played a major role in shaping my high school experience. I have taken Intro to Art, Drawing I, and I am currently 

in AP Art. Each class helped me grow as an artist and taught me skills that I continue to use today. Some of my favorite 

memories come from creating projects while learning new techniques. I enjoy experimenting with different materials, styles, and 

ideas and seeing how my artwork improves over time.  
 

One especially memorable experience was going on the art museum field trip. Seeing artwork from many different artists in 

person was inspiring and exciting. I enjoyed observing new styles and techniques and understanding how artists express 

themselves. Taking pictures of the artwork while spending time with friends made the experience meaningful and fun. In AP 

Art, I enjoy being able to discuss my artwork with others while still enjoying the creative process. Sharing ideas, receiving 

feedback, and learning from my classmates have helped me think deeply about my art. These conversations push me to see my 

work from new perspectives and motivate me to improve. Art class has become a place where I feel supported, challenged, and 

encouraged to grow creatively.  
 

Taking art classes at Grant has greatly improved my overall high school experience. I learned new techniques and developed 

new ways of thinking when creating art. I have also learned about different artists and how their work influences my own. 

Attending art-related field trips expanded my understanding of art beyond the classroom and showed me how art exists in the 

real world. As a third-year student, I would recommend that students at Grant take art classes. Art has been one of my favorite 

classes throughout high school. You learn new skills while meeting people who share the same passion. Even if someone isn't 

confident, art classes provide a supportive environment where students can grow in college. I plan to continue studying art and 

expanding my creativity, and become a great artist in animation. 
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Bulldog Happenings 
Makary Sekulich Shines in Wheelchair Basketball Season  

Makary’s senior wheelchair basketball season is off to an impressive start! 

He began the season competing in St. Louis and later played in a Chicago 

tournament with a D3 men’s team, where he scored a personal best of 31 

points in a single game and was named Tournament MVP. In December, he 

competed in Madison, WI, going 6-0 with his team and earning the Pipe’s 

Memorial Award, which recognizes an athlete who demonstrates 

determination, strength, and fosters team cohesion. 
 

This season, Makary will be rostered with the NWBA on both his WASA 

varsity team and the D3 men’s team, having been hand-selected for the 

latter, a notable achievement for any athlete. At this time, his team is ranked 

#6 in the country, with hopes of moving into the top 3 after their upcoming tournament in Whitewater. 
 

Congratulations to Makary on a standout start to his senior season, reflecting his talent, leadership, and dedication 

on and off the court! 

Makary Sekulich competes in wheelchair basketball. 

Bulldogs Create Pork Dishes in Food Preparation & Nutrition 

Grant’s Family & Consumer Science program recently received a $250 IL Pork Council 

Food Service Grant, creating new opportunities for students to explore cooking techniques 

and recipe possibilities involving pork. The grant, available to high school culinary, food 

service, and consumer education programs across Illinois, is designed to increase 

awareness and understanding of pork in the kitchen. With this support, the FCS 

department has been able to expand learning within the Foods II meat unit, introducing 

students to a wider range of preparation methods and dish ideas, such as pork stir fry, 

ground pork quesadillas, and pan-fried pork medallions. These experiences help students 

think critically about ingredients, techniques, and flavor while building confidence in the 

kitchen. 

Students in Food Preparation & Nutrition 
create pork-based dishes. 

Nevada Holm Selected for Kay Yow Servant Leader Award 

Grant graduate Nevada Holm, Class of 2024, is making waves at the next level! Now 

playing basketball at College of Lake County, Nevada has been recognized with the 

prestigious Kay Yow Servant Leader Award, which honors collegiate women basketball 

players nationwide for their leadership, character, and commitment both on and off the 

court. 
 

Nevada’s achievement is especially remarkable as she was the only junior college player 

in the entire country to receive this honor. The award highlights her dedication not just 

to basketball, but to serving her team, community, and the sport with integrity and 

passion. 
 

Congratulations to Nevada on this outstanding national recognition, a true reflection of 

her leadership, work ethic, and the Bulldog spirit she carries with her beyond GCHS. 
Nevada Holm, Current CLC Lancer, GCHS Grad 
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February is CTE (Career and Technical Education) Month, and we are using this 

time to celebrate the opportunities our students have through the CTE department. 

Over the past several years, our staff has worked hard to expand access and 

opportunities for our students to explore their career interests and expand their 

capacity through rigorous new curricula. In that time, our CTE department has 

launched courses in entrepreneurship, mobile application design, technology 

support, engineering, and education. The expansion in our curriculum has included 

dual credit courses, internships, and opportunities for students to earn industry 

credentials.  These changes to our curriculum and our attention to developing career 

pathways for our students have led to exciting opportunities for our students. 
 

In our entrepreneurship pathway, students 

have been engaged in the IncubatorEDU 

curriculum over the past four years. 

Students in this course have the 

opportunity to take an idea for a product 

and build their business plan through the “lean start-up model.” As they do 

this, our students have the opportunity to engage with nearly twenty 

industry professionals and leaders to learn firsthand about how to start and 

run a business. Our students present their plans at minimum viable product 

pitches and then again at a final pitch to our Board of Advisors, who select 

the best business plan within the group.   
 

Our future engineers have immersed themselves in our engineering 

pathway as they have worked through our Project Lead the Way course 

sequence. Through these courses, students learn critical thinking skills and 

the technical skills to prepare for undergraduate study in Engineering. 

Students engage with industry professionals in this course as they learn 

about the Engineering career and receive professional feedback about their 

work. Within these classes, students work to understand and use CAD 

programs, 3D printing, programming of robotic arms and belt systems, 

and the milling of material.   
 

Grant’s future educators have jumped into their future careers by taking 

our new dual credit Introduction to Education course. As part of this class, our students are interning for nearly 60 

hours at our feeder schools, helping teachers in their classrooms.   
 

Students in our Tech Support Internship (TSI) have earned over 82 

industry credentials. These credentials include, but are not limited to, 

Microsoft Office Specialist Certification and the CompTIA ITF+ 

certification. Students also certify to fix our Chromebooks and offer all first

-tier technical support for Chromebook issues across the school. These 

students have proved to be valuable assets to our teachers and students 

across the building. 
 

Across all of our classes in the CTE department, we work to open doors to 

opportunities so our students can be college and career-ready.  

Woodworking 

Project Lead the Way 

Continues on Page 24... 
TSI 



 

 

Whether you want to go into carpentry or manufacturing and are exploring our 

woods classes, fixing small engines in our Technology Exploration classes, 

learning culinary skills in our Food Preparation and Nutrition courses, or 

creating the next generation of iPhone apps in our Mobile App Design course, 

we have a pathway for every student. 
 

We encourage every student to go full steam ahead and take advantage of the 

opportunities available through the CTE department to prepare themselves for 

the workplace of tomorrow!   
 

To learn more about CTE at Grant Community High School, please attend the 

February 25 Parent University highlighting CTE programs at Grant Community 

High School. 
 

If you would like information about course registration, please contact your 

student’s school counselor or the Divisional Administrator for CTE, Ms. Ellen 

Skolar, at eskolar@grantbulldogs.org. 

Food Preparation—Golden Spoon Winners 

Intro to Teaching—Gallery Walk 

Continued from Page 23... 
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SPRING SPORTS REGISTRATION 

• Track & Field (Boys & Girls) 
• Baseball 
• Badminton (Girls) 
• Lacrosse (Boys) 
• Softball 
• Soccer (Girls) 

• Tennis (Boys) 
• Volleyball (Boys) 
 

Spring Sports Registration is open!  
All spring athletes must complete the 
online registration process 
and must have a current physical on 

file. For more information, 
reach out to the Athletic Office 
or your sport’s head coach. 
 

Most sports begin at the end of 
February/beginning of March, so 
register ASAP! 

5Essentials Survey 
The Illinois 5Essentials Survey window is scheduled from February 3-March 13, 2026. Parents, students and teachers across 

Illinois have an opportunity to participate in the statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey. This opportunity allows stakeholders to 

share their thoughts on the important elements of school effectiveness in a survey about Grant Community High School. As a 

parent, we hope you will take this opportunity to share your thoughts on the important elements of school effectiveness at Grant 

Community High School. Your identity and survey responses will be kept completely confidential and will never be connected 

to you or your child. As per state requirement, students and teachers will also be completing the Illinois 5Essentials Survey. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 5Essentials Client Services at 1-866-440-1874 or 5essentials@uchicago.edu. 

mailto:eskolar@grantbulldogs.org
https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/grant-community-high-school
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/5Essentials-Survey.aspx
mailto:5essentials@uchicago.edu
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https://www.grantbulldogs.org/families/health-services


 

 

College &  

Career  

Center News 

With so much 

happening  

in the world of 

higher education 

and in our 

workforce, make 

sure to check out 

the College & Career 

Center Newsletter 

webpage every 

month for 

assistance with 

navigating the 

opportunities 

available to you. If 

you are looking for 

guidance regarding 

your post-high 

school plans, 

contact Mrs. Masura  

and set up an  

appointment today.  
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https://app.smore.com/n/4bmd5
https://app.smore.com/n/4bmd5
https://app.smore.com/n/4bmd5
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AP Exams 
The 2026 AP Exams will be administered in schools during the first two full weeks in May: 

May 4-8 & May 11-15.  All remaining fee balances must be paid by Friday, March 6.  

 

Students with a new second semester AP course (US Government or Macroeconomics) need to communicate 

with their instructors if they DO NOT wish to take the spring AP Exams by Friday, March 6. Once a student 

indicates that he or she is taking the test, parents should go to our RevTrak system to pay for the exam(s). 

 

If your student receives free or reduced lunch, you may choose the AP Exams (Reduced Price) button within 

RevTrak. We will certainly work with individual students and families to make sure every qualified student is 

able to take Advanced Placement exams.  

 

Important Deadlines for second semester AP Exam Registrations:  

• Friday, March 6: Students in a second semester only AP course need to notify the Curriculum Office if they 

DO NOT plan to take the AP exam. 

• Monday, March 13: All exams must have the remaining balance paid or the exam will be canceled and the 

$40 pre-registration fee will be forfeited. 

 

Please feel free to contact your student’s teacher or the Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment Office at  

(847) 973-3800 if you have any questions regarding the Advanced Placement program. On behalf of our  

faculty and administration, we would like to wish all of our students good luck as they continue to prepare  

for these important exams.  

AP Exam Schedule—May 2026 

Week 1 Morning 8:00 a.m. Afternoon 12:00 p.m. 

Monday, May 4 Biology Microeconomics 

Tuesday, May 5 Chemistry United States Government & Politics 

Wednesday, May 6 English Literature & Composition Physics 1: Algebra-Based 

Thursday, May 7 World History: Moden Statistics 

Friday, May 8 United States History 
Macroeconomics 

2-D Art & Design (Project deadline 7:00 PM) 

Week 2 Morning 8:00 a.m. Afternoon 12:00 p.m. 

Monday, May 11 
Calculus AB 
Calculus BC 

Music Theory 

Tuesday, May 12 French Language & Composition Psychology 

Wednesday, May 13 English Language & Composition Physics C: Mechanics 

Thursday, May 14 Spanish Language & Culture 
Computer Science Principles 

Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism 

Friday, May 15 Environmental Science  

https://grant.revtrak.net/
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Are You Ready, Bulldogs? 
Ahhh…bonjour, salut, and welcome to this quiet corner 

of the ocean floor, teeming with all the many kinds of 

undersea life.  Here we will see Stephen Hillenburg’s 

beloved cartoon burst onto the stage in a neon-

drenched, high-stakes masterpiece! This isn't just a trip 

to the Pacific floor—it’s a high-voltage reimagining of 

Bikini Bottom packed with kinetic energy and wild 

imagination. When the town discovers that the mighty 

Mount Humongous is about to blow, the community 

goes into a hilarious tailspin. Facing total "vol-ca-no" 

doom, SpongeBob (Junior, Kaitlyn Carpenter) and his 

seafaring squad must band together to save their 

undersea world from both falling rocks and rising 

panic. With the clock ticking and the stakes higher than a tidal wave, our favorite "simple sponge" rises to the 

occasion, proving that a giant splash of optimism and radical kindness really can save the world! 

 

The race against time is complicated by the devious Sheldon J. Plankton (Sophomore, Joaquin Argueta) and his 

sophisticated computer wife, Karen (Junior, Evelyn Vasey), who plot a "Super-Fast-and-Easy" scheme to hypnotize 

the town into finally liking chum. While they scheme, Mr. Krabs (Sophomore, Embry Tucibat) remains 

characteristically obsessed with capitalizing on the disaster, much to the frustration of his daughter, Pearl (Senior, 

Sofia Esparza), whose soaring rock-ballad vocals reveal a teenager yearning to be truly seen. Meanwhile, the grumpy 

Squidward Q. Tentacles (Junior, Audrey Simcoe) dreams of a life beyond the cashier booth, finally seizing his 

moment in the spotlight with a show-stopping, four-legged tap dance extravaganza.  

 

Central to the mission of salvation is the brilliant Sandy Cheeks (Junior Sophie Dollinger), whose scientific bravery 

and martial arts prowess provide the brains and brawn needed to stop the eruption. As an "outsider" from Texas, 

Sandy faces the town’s misplaced panic with grit, proving that intellect is just as heroic as any superpower. At her 

side, the lovable Patrick Star (Sophomore, Caleb Chrzanwski)  finds himself on a hilarious journey of his own; lured 

by the adoration of a cult of sardines, he briefly rises to "Superstar" status, testing his loyalty to his best friend against 

the glitz of sudden fame. 

 

This "deep-sea pearl" of a production features a book by Kyle Jarrow and was brilliantly conceived by Tina Landau. 

The Tony Award-winning score is a genre-defying masterpiece, featuring original songs by Yolanda Adams, Sara 

Bareilles, Jonathan Coulton, Alexander Ebert, The Flaming Lips, Lady A, Plain White T’s, They Might Be Giants, and 

T.I. These hits sit seamlessly alongside legendary contributions from Steven Tyler and Joe Perry of Aerosmith, John 

Legend, Cyndi Lauper, and Panic! At The Disco, with additional music by David Bowie, Tom Kenny, Andy Paley, 

and Tom Kitt. From hip-hop swagger to gospel-infused anthems, this show is set to make a splash with audiences 

young and old. Tickets will go on sale on April 1st. Show dates are Friday, April 24th, 7 pm, Saturday, April 25th, 7 

pm, and close on Sunday, April 26th, at 2 pm. Ticket prices are $7.00 adults and $5.00 Students.  Visit the Grant 

website for online sales. 

 

Be sure to follow the Grant Theatre Instagram page:  @grant_theatre 

And the Grant Theatre YouTube page: @GrantTheatre1936 
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February 

 Feb. 3  Start of National School Counseling Week (2/2-2/6) 

 Feb. 4  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

   Progress Reports 

 Feb. 5  Math NSML Event 

 Feb. 6  Speech Showcase 

 Feb. 7  Speech Regionals 

 Feb. 9-10 NLCC Honors Band Festival (Grayslake Central) 

 Feb. 11  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

 Feb. 12  Winter Pep Assembly 

 Feb. 13  Staff Institute Day, no student attendance 

 Feb. 16  President’s Day observed, no school 

 Feb. 18  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

   Blood Drive Sign-Up 

 Feb. 19  Board of Education Meeting 

 Feb. 20  Blood Drive 

 Feb. 25  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

   Parent University: Career & Technical Education 

 Feb. 27  Registration Deadline for Pickleball Tournament 
 

March 

 Mar. 4  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

   Music In Our Schools Concert 

 Mar. 5  Parent University—Parent/Guardian Support Group 

 Mar. 8  Pickleball Tournament 

 Mar. 11  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

 Mar. 12  Progress Reports 

 Mar. 13  Grant’s Got Talent 

 Mar. 18  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start   

   Career Fair 

 Mar. 19  Board of Education Meeting 

 Mar. 23-27 Spring Break 
 

April 

 Apr. 1  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

 Apr. 3  No School 

 Apr. 7  Spring ACT Testing 

 Apr. 8  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

   NHS Induction 

 Apr. 10  NLCC Art Show 

 Apr. 15  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

 Apr. 16  Board of Education Meeting 

 Apr. 22  Progress Reports 

   Freshman Honors Breakfast 

   School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 

   Wellness Fair 

   Parent University: Financial Aid Night (Juniors) 

 Apr. 24  Spring Pep Assembly 

 Apr. 24-26 Spring Musical—The SpongeBob Musical 

 Apr. 29  School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start 
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