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January 30, 2026

Dear Academy Families,

The decorations, the delicious breakfasts, wonderful theme lunches, and the
many cards of appreciation brought rave reviews from the entire staff! We
are very thankful for everything! Well done!

Date: Event:
Academy's Alyeska Ski Day Registrations Coming Soon! 2/9 K-5 Valentine’s Parties
Miss Melissa is preparing the Alyeska Ski Day Registration forms, and they
will be sent home soon! Thank you for your quick response in completing the 2/10 Early Release
12:40pm

forms and returning them! This is an arduous amount of work for Miss
Melissa, and we want to make it as easy as possible! Thank you for your time Professional Learning
and consideration! 2/11-13 1 No School for Students

Intensives Were Dynamic, Enhanced Learning Opportunities!

. ) . g o g 2 SN
A HUGE thank you to our wonderful staff for their planning, preparations, and
time that went into these dynamic learning opportunities! Every day the % m@ %
students shared how much they had learned! | hope that you, the parents, ; ,
= P S 2

heard the many accounts of their week! Thank you for assisting in driving and

chaperoning! It has been fantastic!

P g 3/4 Early Release

12:40pm

Questions? Concerns?
Please do not hesitate to stop in, call, email, or text! We are here for you! We 3/5-6 Teacher Work Days
care! No School for Students
With Warm Regards, 3/9-13 Spring Break
Barbara Gerard, Principal 3/16 Back to Schooll
907-841-5704

Barbara.Gerard@matsuk12.us
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2" Semester Friday lunch

sign-up sheets are up in the I
I front office! If you are I
available between 11:45 and
I 12:25pm on Fridays, please

sign up! I
L .
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Hip, hip, hooray! We celebrated our 100th day. This week we
reached the milestone students have been counting to since the

first day of school. On our special day we made crowns, books
and did varying activities to look back on our 100 days of 'FIPC‘ T GEQDQ

learning. This week we also have 2 new phonograms: OA of boat

and GU. Students added ten more words to their spelling

notebooks. After we write words in our books, we go back and *  Adverbs and compound
read words we have already entered. These words are the most frequently used words in sentences.
our language, and our class is getting quite good at reading them. * Reading with expressions

using Gerald and Piggie

During our math block we worked on writing all the way to 100 and reviewed the coins. books.
Students were individually assessed on the coin names and values. A note went home e  Double-digit subtraction.
showing how your student did on the assessment. If there are coins they missed, please
help them practice. THANK YOU FOR ALL THE LOVE AND

SUPPORT THIS TEACHER

THANK YOU for all the special treats, notes and gifts. We were truly impressed with your APPRECIATION WEEK!

appreciation.

Valentine's day will be here soon. Students are encouraged to bring cards for their Mrs. Mayer & Ms. Drummond
classmates. Please sign who the cards are from, but do not address them to individual Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us
students. We line the holders up and students pass cards without matching names. 28 for Jessica.Drummond@matsuk12.us
the entire class or 14 for their room group.

Mrs. Berg Verona.Berg@matsuk12.us

Feel free to reach out anytime:-) <>

|—

We've continued to stay busy with lots of great learning this week! In math, students are still strengthening
their skills with three-digit subtraction and have begun counting coins, learning how to identify and add the
value of different coins.

In language arts, we worked on identifying contractions and explored nonfiction text features such as headings,
captions, and diagrams. Students are becoming more confident navigating informational texts and
understanding how these features help readers learn.

===
Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Kramer & ~
Erin.Saunders@matsukl2.us Kimberly.Kramer@matsuk12.us o B:

Grimes Gambit

Language Arts — This week in Language Arts, students researched an inventor and wrote a 5-7 sentence
paragraph explaining why their inventor should be featured in a news article as Inventor of the Year.
Students could choose to write about Benjamin Franklin (lightning rod), the Wright Brothers (airplane),

, Thomas Edison (light bulb), or Alexander Graham Bell (telephone). The students did a fantastic job, and
their work can be seen displayed in the hallway. We also added another 30 words to our Spalding
notebooks.

@ Math — This week in Math, students learned about perimeter and area. They practiced finding missing lengths to solve

equations, calculated the distance around shapes (perimeter), and measured the space inside shapes (area) using simple
figures. As they worked through problems, they strengthened their skills in determining unknown lengths and completing
equations. With practice and patience, their understanding of these concepts continues to grow.

Also, thank you for the wonderful meals, treats, and gifts this week. We were truly spoiled and greatly appreciate your
kindness!

—

mim
ﬁ-_umlll
Have a wonderful weekend,

Mrs. Grimes Austin.Grimes!@matsuk12.us
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The Glarwifle Weeky
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T%]n Thank you SO much for all the delicious food and gifts for Teacher Appreciation Week! I am

ym’ overwhelmed by your generosity and truly thankful to each and every one of you for allowing me to be a
part of your child’s 3rd-grade school year.

Language Arts: We finished Unit 5 this week with students researching an inventor and their most famous invention. They
then drafted a newspaper article and completed their final drafts. Ask your student which inventor they picked and what
their most famous invention was!

We also reviewed and practiced phonograms, and many students have leveled up on Lexia—great job!

Next week, we will begin Unit 7 on our solar system.
Students also took their monthly spelling assessment. A new list is coming home today for next week’s 30-word spelling
test on Friday, the 6th.

Math: We have begun our unit on area and perimeter. Students spent extra time practicing how to count square units to
find area and perimeter, so they have a solid understanding of the process. We will continue next week and end the unit
with a fun activity!

Students are also working hard to master their multiplication and division facts by taking daily 5-minute tests. They love
the challenge of beating their high score and then finishing within 5 minutes to move onto the next!
They also continued working on filling their pie slices on ALEKS.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out!
Mrs. Glanville Megan.Glanville@matsuk12.us

Benbow’s Buzz

Please read!!
Progress reports went home this week for both Language Arts and Math classes. Students were instructed to
take them home, get a parent signature and return the paper for a grade. If you haven't seen or returned that
form, please check in with your kiddo!

We are still running low on glue sticks and fine point dry erase markers! Please grab a pack on your next
shopping trip and send them in with your kiddo. Thank you so much to the families who have sent some in!

Language Arts - We are getting so excited about the American Revolution! This week we learned about the First
Continental Congress, the Intolerable Acts and several famous patriots, such as George Washington, Patrick Henry,
Paul Revere, and Samuel Adams. While reading Johnny Tremain, we are discussing character traits and making
predictions about how certain characters may evolve throughout the story! Because these chapters are longer and
include higher level vocabulary, we will be taking two nights per chapter as we read and prepare for discussions.
Students are expected to complete the assigned reading and be prepared for discussions the next day. This should
help with the minimum daily requirement of reading for at least 30 minutes every day for all fourth graders! We will
continue to practice sentence writing every morning, which consists of identifying and correcting fragments and run-
on sentences, as well as unscrambling sentences and writing all four sentence types. Additionally, we added Daily

3 Language Review, which focuses on grammar and parts of speech.

Math - We continued our fractions unit this week! We reviewed comparing and simplifying fractions before moving on
to comparing and then learning to add and subtract fractions. Automatic recall is vital to success in fourth grade
math, even as we work through fractions! Although we will continue to practice multiplication facts every day in
class, | do ask you to make sure that your child finds time at home to practice as well. Just a few minutes a day can
make such a difference.

Please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns! cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
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soldier’s diary excerpt.

Nielsen’'s News:

Mrs. Nielsen laurie.nielsen@matsuk12.us

e  American Revolution: discussed the winter of 1777-1778 and the life a Continental soldier and women in the
war. We have loved creating things for our pocketbook: women of the war mobiles, powder horns, and a

e  Writing: created graphic organizers and wrote paragraphs of cause and effects of the winter of 1777-1778
¢ In Spalding we continued with List R and focused on Rule 16, the sound of is /zh/
e Grammar: Students tackled the challenge of relative pronouns: who/whom; whose/who’s

Math- This week in fractions, students completed Ch. 8 test and learned adding and subtracting of like fractions. They
did SO well, that we had a bit of time to review long division (an area needing more practice). They are making great
growth on their ALEKS pies and quick tables. Check out all the green on those tables!!

Sturgls Super
Students!

Language Arts--The scores on this week's spelling test
were a bit lower than they have been, but the good
news is the class had some great growth on their 50-
word tests! Our class average is now 6.4 (six grade,
fourth month.) Thanks for supporting your child's
growth.

We had a good week working through our Renaissance
Unit. Students are working using information from the
text to make inferences. This has been challenging, but
the class continues to press on.

Math--1 am so excited to see several students master
subtracting mixed numbers with regrouping. This is a
strong indicator of fractions understanding and the
class is doing great. Most students took the Chapter 9
test this week. Those that didn't, or those that need to
do a retake will do that next week. Our next chapter
will involve multiplying and dividing fractions. While
the steps to solve these problems are usually easier
than adding and subtracting, we will explore the "why"
behind these steps.

Mrs. Sturgis
Sabra.Sturgis@matsuk12.us

The Manley Minute:

Wow! What an amazing week! Thank you for all of the sweet
notes, baked goodies, handmade cards, flowers, e-mail messages
and all of the amazing food in the lounge! We all felt the love and
appreciation from our families! It is a joy and honor to teach your
children. Thank you for choosing Academy!

Since it is Intensive Week, Mr. Farring and Ms. Lisa have been
helping out with my 5th grade class. In language arts, students are
still captivated by The Secret Garden. This week, Colin stood up!
What an amazing accomplishment. In math, students were
practicing converting improper fractions to mixed numbers (and
vice versa), creating equivalent fractions and adding fractions with
uncommon denominators.

Mrs. Manley Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us

My math students worked on fraction skills or percents
assessments and gathered survey responses this week. Students
studied their quiz errors to mastery as a prerequisite for their test
opportunity. Our survey data will be used to apply fraction, percent
and statistical concepts in a future project. If your child is unable to
conduct a survey, we will share data with them.

Mr. Schumacher Jared.Schumacher@matsuk12.us
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K-35 Lab Classes

Third, fourth, and fifth graders

wrapped up their ceramics projects
and cardboard relief sculptures this
week, and the results are fantastic!

Students showed so much focus,
patience, and creativity as they
finished their clay pieces and added
the final touches to their sculptures.
Every project is full of personality,
and it’s amazing to see how proud the
students are of their work. They truly
rose to the challenge and did an
incredible job.

The art room is looking like a gallery of
masterpieces!

Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Glanville
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3rd grade - Exploration of North
America: de Soto, Coronado and
Cabot along with El Dorado and
Spanish America.
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4th grade - AK Map and Studies:
rivers, cities, mountains,
ecosystems, and Russian history.

5th grade - Civil War: timeline review
and study of key people in the war.

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Drummond

It has been great to watch Kindergarten
through second grade expand their
writing skills this week. Kindergarten
and 1°* grade worked on expanding
their knowledge of adjectives, and
sequence writing. Second grade worked
using adverbs, and on learning how to
show, and not just tell in their writing.
They had some good laughs as they
watched their teacher act out various
emotions while they wrote down what
they saw. -- Mrs. Sturgis

This week in writing lab
kindergartners worked on learning
their fairytales and drawing pictures
of their favorite parts. First and
second grade practiced sequencing
pictures from the first next and last.-
-Ms. Kile

iy TECHNO[OGH’

Kindergarten finished their alphabet
books! Look for the links to come in
your email soon.

First grade is working in code.org,
learning about events and how you
can have multiple events that then
cause other actions, basically
building foundations of creating apps
and games.

Second grade is working in code.org,
learned about angles in drawing lab
and then challenged themselves with
their own projects.
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Happy wintery greetings, Academy
families!

Third graders this week worked as
engineers in biomimicry crafting a
neck for a Robograzer and testing
what kind and placement of teeth
would be most effective in
demolishing invasive plants.

In fourth grade science this week we
continued considering how blackouts
happen (when there's no windstorm
to explain them!) and built circuits in
exploration.

Fifth grade followed two lines of
work: we solidified their science fair
questions, and we investigated the
water system. Science fair boards
went home today along with
approved investigation questions, so
students may begin working any
time!

Remember that the science fair is on
May 17, and both boards and
presentations are due on that day.

Have a great weekend!

Ms. Heppner & Mr. Farring
Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us
Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us
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Middle School Intensive Week!
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2D art theatre intensive: This week, students were immersed in the ancient art of Chinese shadow puppetry. They warmed up with
theatre games each day before launching into their play preparation in teams. This included creating their shadow figures and sets,
recording their performance track while using their acting skills, practicing where and when to introduce characters and manage
scene transitions. It was a LOT! Students then performed three plays, "The Fisherman and the Magic Fish", "Pandora's Box" and
"The Monkey and the Crocodile" for a primary class on Friday.

ACADEMY'S TOP CHEF

Our Middle School Cooking Intensive was a delicious success! Throughout the week, students learned essential life
skills, including how to shop for meals on a budget, read and follow recipes, create shopping lists, cook meals from
scratch, set a formal table, and properly serve meals. Students prepared an impressive variety of dishes, including
salads, soups, steaks, salmon, risotto, and desserts.

To wrap up the week, students participated in a fun and competitive “Top Chef”-style cook-off, where they plated
and presented their dishes for Academy judges. Each student left the Intensive with a personal cookbook filled with
recipes they can recreate for friends and family at home.

As part of the experience, students also toured the Captain Cook, gaining behind-the-scenes insight into how
professional chefs prepare meals for hundreds of customers. The team at the Captain Cook even treated our
students to a special lunch!

A huge thank you to Chef Dan Holland for sharing his time, expertise, and passion for cooking, and another big thank
you to the parents who volunteered to drive on our field trips. This Intensive truly blended real-world skills, teamwork,
and creativity—well done, chefs!




Behind the Mask

Our immersive, week-long Behind the Mask intensive was filled with imagination, focus, and creative growth. Students
explored mask design, structure, texture, and finishing techniques while transforming their ideas into bold, expressive
works of art. From early sketches to final details, each participant crafted a one-of-a-kind mask that reflected their
personal style and storytelling voice. The week highlighted the power of process, persistence, and shared creative

energy—and the results were truly something to celebrate.

Intro to Coding

In our Coding Intensive this week we learned block coding using the program Scratch (developed by MIT) to learn the
basic principles of coding. On Monday and Tuesday students developed a simple art project and made a couple of
games that they could play solving real coding problems like how to apply movement, gravity, sounds, drawings, and
apply variables. On Wednesday the class went to UAA and visited the Computer Science and Engineering
Departments, where they learned about new coding problems and talked about how to solve them. Then, using block
coding, they practiced programming their own robotic cars. We’ll wrap up the week learning to write actual code in
JavaScript where they will practice with a couple new projects they can take home and continue to work on if they wish.




HEAVY METAL

Senorita Caterina's group had a heavy focus on metal this week starting with extraction from the earth. They learned
about mining Alaska’s metal resources, current and historical mining projects in Alaska and the properties of the
different minerals abundant in our state. Students visited with the Ironworkers 751 and explored possible careers in
metal and building our nation's infrastructure.

Our future metal workers explored the properties of metal in shop and studio. They were introduced to the
fundamentals of metal cutting, welding and powder coating. Students used welding simulators, TIG and MIG welders,
butane, propane and acetylene torches, rolling mills, sandblasters and so many hammers! The class was able to watch
some formidable machines in action including press brakes, CNC routers, laser and water jet cutters, baling presses
and curing ovens. Their favorite machine to watch in action was probably the baling press crushing very large
automobiles!

The metals they were taught to work with were steel, aluminum, copper, silver, gold and bronze. They visited a bronze
casting studio and worked with a goldsmith and silversmith to learn the fundamentals of each craft. Students emulated
Celebrimbor crafting their own rings of power and taking part in every step of the process from melting freshly mined
nuggets onward. They became quite familiar with copper and learned how to enamel and chase this malleable
substance.

Students had an enjoyable week working with their hands and exploring some of the limitless possibilities for their
future selves!

Self-Care Studio

“Self-care is giving the world the best of you, instead of what’s left of you.” — Katie Reed

As we all know, life can be challenging, especially during long, dark winter days. This week, middle schoolers
participated in my Self-Care Studio - a hands-on workshop designed to help build inner peace and resilience. Students
learned practical ways to take care of themselves through creative activities, movement, reflection, journaling, and
making things. They made chicken noodle soup and chocolate chip cookies; sewed microwavable neck wraps;
practiced art; and engaged in yoga, dance, and a snowshoe nature walk. They also explored various tools that can
contribute to feeling more balanced, confident, and in control during tough times. My intention for the week was for
students to build a stronger understanding of how to care for themselves during difficult or stressful times, as well as to
provide the opportunity to pause and reset.




TANNED AND TOOILED

It has been a productive week learning all about leather working! A huge thank you to Mr. Steve Phillimore from
Eagle River who has joined us each day to share his passion for leather working. We took a field trip to Diamond D
Leather in Wasilla to check out their production shop, and the rest of the time was in the classroom pounding
away. Students were able to create many projects from start to finish using veg tan leather. They traced patterns,
cut out their pieces, stamped, stained and sewed their projects to completion! Each student was extremely proud
of their finished work that will last a lifetime.

Winter Adventure Skills

We enjoyed the snow this week! Students snowshoed and sledded to study the snowpack and avalanches in
Hatcher Pass, built emergency shelters in the forest, attempted to light fires, learned how to find a buried person
with a transceiver and probe, practiced digging out an avalanche victim, and improved downhill skiing balance. We
spent hours shoveling this week so these kids will be ready to help at home after the next snowstorm!




All of the 8th graders had a wonderful experience this week, participating in a variety of
intensives that fostered hands-on learning. On Friday afternoon, all students took time to
reflect on their experience by writing their intensive response letters, capturing what they
learned and enjoyed throughout the week.

Next week, we return to our normal class schedule. Please remember that Monday is
Outdoor Fitness, and all students are expected to arrive prepared for time spent outside.

Have a fantastic weekend,
Mrs. Molina

Colony High School would like to invite 8th-grade students who are considering attending
Colony High School next year to their Becoming a Knight Evening on February 5th at
6:30 p.m.

BECOMING A
KNIGHT

8TH GRADE
PARENT/STUDENT NIGHT

FEBRUARY 5™, 2026

AGENDA




