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the NSASSP Nebraska’s Outstanding New

Principal for 2023 and reading teacher, Mrs.

Karma Ridpath, was selected as the 2024 NRCSA

Outstanding Elementary Teacher of the Year.

“It was an a great honor to receive this award and

came as a great surprise,” Ridpath said.
Competing academically also showed

how the Berr WesRafised Both the JH and HS

j Quiz Bowl teams placed third at the CRC meet,

i

n DA :

’mﬁhg'l'.he bleachers alreH I
b&trer,” senior Marcos Gotﬁliﬂ'
10888 he difference.” = — — W‘:H '!

I hevolleyball team Refiszdl s Bae

by breaking récords. The teamp a&d fou ¢ and the girls took first at the Women’s Quiz Bowl.

At CRC (the highest ever), broke the school “It was exciting to do so well,” senior Victoria

kill record for a season, and senior Hailey Leavitt said.

Schweitzer broke the most assists in a season. “It Whether it was on the court, on the field,

felt great to break so many records,” Schweitzer  or in the classroom, we proved to ourselves and

said. “It shows how hard we worked.” everyone else that we were ready to Raliss e Bar
Football also Rafised #heBar and broke and be better than we ever had been.
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\ ne way to LEIERUNBISEIT was to think of new
ways to do things and not just do things the
same old way.

The junior class did it well when it came

to Prom. They started raising money back
in November when they hosted the first ever
Dodgeball Tournament. “We knew it was going
to be a great way to raise money,” junior Andrea
Pavlish said. “I'm very proud of my class. We
contacted other schools to compete. We setup a
schedule, and then ran the event. It was a lot of
work, but it was very successful, raising $500.”

They continued Bew by finding
other ways to raise money. The class sold Texas
Roadhouse rolls and cinnamon butter and made
over $1000.

To el dhingsto dismemtllswl the juniors also
changed the location of Prom. For the last couple
of years, Prom had been in the back gym of the
school, but they decided it was time to switch
things up by moving it to Tabor Hall. “I liked that
we had Prom at a different place. It made my
senior Prom more special,” senior Quinn Kasl said.
“I was more excited for Prom than other years
because it was something different we hadn’t had
before.”

Everyone loved having it at a different place than
the school. “It was really a night to remember,”
sophomore Savannah June said. “I liked the disco
theme because the whole place was shining, and
they had lights surrounding the dance floor.”

The volleyball players also Refised @heBear with
fundraising by spending Friday evenings cleaning
cars to make money. “I thought cleaning cars was
really special. We raised money and worked as a
team,” junior Gabby Theis said. “I'm glad we did & Ph
the fundraiser because it gave us more money to
use forcamps and other activities.” »

Students also Refisedl @heBar when many school . ' .

- ¥ Wi canceleg her.':.ause of tge weather in a -

s January. Som@&student$ helped &lean roads and .o - B
shoveled sidewalks. “I'm happy we &ould help :o " ! * . > 4
others in the community,” senior Victor Lopez said. Jae e a . .

Cheering on

Having a little ¥ 1% In the Taking Care
her classmates, -

fun at Prom,

junior Atley senior Marcos
Zoubek jumps Gonzalez
up and down as bounces an
her classmates inflatable ball
win the Build- on his nose
a-Burger Relay and passes it
during Spirit to friends. “I
Week. like the Prom
decorations,”

Gonzalez said.

“They were fun

to play with,

too.”
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Raising their arms to makea Y,
juniors Mackenzie Luzum and
Ariana Tellez and freshman

e 4 Briana Tellez dance to YMCA at
p z Homecoming.
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to show

DRES

Spirit week was a time for the
students and teachers to dress up and
show off their school spirit. “Spirit week
is one of the best weeks and the most
fun,” seventh grader Paxton Behrens
said. “It really shows
how much school spirit
everyone has, and it’s fun to
compete against the other

classes.”

Monday started off 4
with Strictly Business .:'"
Day where classes put on
their best dressed attire H

and as well an act of who
could be the most strict.
“Strictly Business Day had
to have been my favorite
day,” freshman Jonathan
Hernandez said. “Everyone
looked really elegant,
professional, and proper.”
Tuesday was Match
Your Hallway Day where

students dressed up to resemble their
decorated hallways. This meant that
all of the costumes were drastically
different from each other. From a
western showdown to Toy Story,
Tuesday definitely was unique.
“Dressing up to match our hallway was

monbDay

Quinn Kasl, Jacob Hatfield, & Addison Lehr (12th)

super interesting and entertaining,”
freshman Senaida Tercero said. “I think
that it is a good way to be able to show
off our hallways and to dress up.”

On Wednesday, there were lots of

-y
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The Junior Class showed their true western
side on Dress Like Your Hallway Day. Some
students dressed like cowboys or cowgirls,
and others dressed like a sheriff. Many wore
cowboy hats, cowboy boots, or had stick
horses. BR: Joseph Peacock, Julian Tellez,
Owen Vyhnalek, Andrea Pavlish, Baylor
Behrens, Atley Zoubek & Gabby Theis. FR:
Ariana Tellez, Mackenzie Luzum, & AyLynn
Schwisow.

Sierra Sherwood, Faith Elkins, & Hadley Brandt (8th)

e @uring Epirit week

- » .1,_-

“parents” in the school as students were
soccer moms and BBQ dads. “Everyone
dressing up as BBQ dads and soccer
moms had to be the funniest day yet,”
senior Addison Lehr said. “Anyone who
dressed up as a BBQ dad
really looked like a dad and
played the part well.”
Students traveled to a

Barbie world on Thursday

with Barbie/Ken Day.

Students were able to dress

up as Barbie and Ken and

i wear pink from head to

o toe. “Owen Vyhnalek had
the best costume that day,”

= junior Joseph Peacock said.
“He made the most earth-

- shattering and courageous
decision to spend REAL LIFE
money to put himselfin a
box to make him look like a
Ken doll. How brave.”

Friday, Orange and Black

Day, gave everyone the chance to show

off their school spirit by wearing school

colors, “Orange and Black day was the
easiest day for me,” senior Elsy Loarca
said. “I went all out for that day because
it’s fun to show off our school spirit and
easy to wear school colors.”

T S
N

Savannah June, Micaela Loarca, & Caden Axline (10th)
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!,! y » 1 Match Your Hallway Day
st Because it's fun to see everyone's ideas.

~ AyLynn Schwisow (11th)

avlor Behrens, Owen Vyhnalek, & Arley Zoubek (th)  Addison Lehr, Marcos Gonzalez, & Kayli Carey (12th)

Because | love the color pink.

~ Stephanie Korinek (12th)
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Orange and Black Day

Briana Tellez, Lily Lehr, & Emilia Perez (gth) Brennaly Vazquez, Paxton Behrens, & Kaitlyn Bolton (7th)




Cheering loudly,
the senior class
screams chants
as loudly as they
can to show their
school spirit and
outyell the other
classes.

Making
a flower,

Thinking
ahead,

eighth freshman
graders Emilia Perez 8

Kendall focuses
Kasl, Faith on putting §

Elkins, Ella tissue paper

Vyhnalek, on the wall
and Hadley to create §
Brandt a Lorax
pair up for theme while |
the Team decorating |
Balloon Pass. her hallway @
for the
Spirit Week |
Hallway B8
Decorating ¢
Contest. |

Carefully Passing the [EESSES
running balloon, = = g~
seventh freshmen s -

grader Mason June
Kaitlyn and Frank
Bolton Matejka
rushes to pass the §
the baseline § balloon
and back to back and
her group to forth
try to win in keeping, the
the Build-a- balloon in
Burger relay. the air.




Jmph anccck
and Andrea
Pavlish tape
on horseshoes
to the top of
their float to
accentuate -
the theme,
“Round Up the
Mustangs.”

SpuuV%ekwasﬁ.d]of
activities. Students were

Starting off witha parade
on Wednesday, students
worked hard to prepare their floats. “I
liked that we thought outside of the
box to make our float the best it could
be,” junior AyLynn Schwisow said.
“I hung out with some of my friends
while we were decorating.”

“My favorite part of the parade
was riding the float,” sophomore
Micaela Loarca said. “Seeing my
classmates bond was nice.”

The Booster Club sponsored the
Hamburger Feed after the parade.
Students enjoyed a freshly grilled
burger, a variety of chips, and some

delicious desserts. “The hamburgers
were great,” senior Jacob Hatfield said.
“Ialso liked the cookie I had.”

For the senior skit, parents of the
seniors wrote descriptions of their
children and then seniors wore their
sashes that described a kind of Barbie
or Ken they were. “My parents gave
me the overachiever sash,” Amber
Kotas said. “It was really sweet of
them and pretty accurate.”

Soon afterwards, everyone gathered
. around the big “D.” The night ended
'+ withclasses chanting and watching
" the “D” burn. “Watching everyone
in one big circle and being with one
another was cool,” freshman Colton
Harrison said. “My classmates and I tried our
hardest when we had to yell our chants.”

Q: What’s your
favorite game?
A: I liked the

Barbie Relay My
class was

and ready to go.

a spirited week of activitie

busy planning for the parade, H E
decorating hallways, and |
anticipating games on Friday.

: What was

e best of
the hamburger
feed?

A: I really
liked the food,
especially the
cookies. Just
look how big
this cookie is!

gern, /

Gabby: Theis, 11

“Cameron Ya

U

Continuing .
the fun, on Fridayapeprallywas =
heldand thegames began withthe |
Build-a-Burger Relay where students
stacked up layers of a hamburger after
running to half court and back. “Itwas
hard trying to run and then go back and |
stack up the layers,” senior Makayla
Schlueter said. “We were all sprinting
back and forth.”

The Barbie Relay followed where one
person from each class had to balance
abook on their head from one end of
the court to the other. “I was trying not
to drop the book but be quick at the
same time; it was difficult,” junior Gabby
Theis said. ‘] was really happy my class
won.”

In Taking Care of Business, one person
held a trash can and another made a
paper airplane and tried to make it in.

Finally, in Team Balloon Pass several
kids from each grade lined up on
the baseline. In pairs they passed the
balloon back and forth and raced to the
end. “The hardest game was Taking
Care of Business because [ couldn't
make a good airplane,” sophomore
Bailey Theis said.

During the week, students were
filled with school spirit and bonding,
“Spending time with my friends made
Spirit Week memorable,” senior
Addison Lehr said.

N2 M 41d1dS
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Homecoming




One little hand
print, seventh
grader Kaitlyn

Bolton and
eighth grader Ella
Vyhnalek work
together to create
a piece of artwork
by painting on their
hands.

The seventh

grade pla)fs In the library,

football in senior Elsy
the back Loarca ®

gym. Landon makes a

Shaw

with the
directions
given by
Trevin Steuk
tries to go
around
Brennaly
Vazquez

for the
touchdown.

move after
spinning

the wheel to
make more
money and §
hopefully
win the game
of LIFE. §

Searching NGNS

for the Pr— . —= Competing

right piece, for the gold
juniors Baylor seventh
Behrens, grader
Andrea Cameron
Pavlish, Yager and
Gabby senior

Theis, and Ashton Jirsa
sophomore are playing
Micaela on the
Loarca Nintendo

work to put while eighth
together a grader
1000 piece Max Novak
puzzle in Mr. B cheers them
Kotas’s room. on.




Who's going Q: What was Q: What was

towin? your favorite your favorite
S bl activity? activity
| junior Atley A: I played
gopk | UNO which is
LikyiLshr:and my _mnte
" sophomore e —
Chase / =
Tachovsky ‘?‘ 3
play an intense s =
game of UNO in ) 0
the library. S =
) - |
E =
> 3
5
nZ

with laughter, snacks and games

Every room was full of students playing 8
games, eating a variety of snacks, doing ! -
art projects, and even watching movies. ey
What day was it? The day the students
have a before-break Student Council- .
I.
said. B

sponsored Christmas Party.
There were so many different options in the back,” seventh
grader Trevin Steuk

given to the students. In the English
room, students watched the movie, Ten “My team ended up

Things 1 Hate About You. “During the winning so it was a good time.” vk i)
Christmas party my favorite room The art room was another option
was Ms. Schutte’s,” senior Quinn where students could paint, do clay, SN
Kasl said. “We watched the movie or work on crafts. “I was in the art
and colored. It was calm, and nobody was ~ room,” freshman Senaida Tercero
bothering us.” said. “T had fun making slime while a
Mr. Jirsa’s room also had a movie, Jungle  movie played on the screen.”
Cruise. "1 enjoyed lounging on the floor, In the library, students played more
eating snacks, and enjoying the movie,” traditional games like Pitch, UNO,
eighth grader Sierra Sherwood said. or other board games. “1 stayed in g
The history room had a variety of the library and played cards because
activities, Students could play chess I really love playing card games,”
or work on a puzzle, There was also a senior Amber Kotas said.
multitude of various video games and If students became hungry, they
systems. Students were on Nintendo could thank the Student Council who
Switches playing Super Smash Bros. provided snacks to every classroom. “1 9
Ultimate, Nintendo 64 with Mario Kart, liked the BBQ chips, pretzels, Reese’s [Bg'w] 3
the PS5 with Fifa'23, and even a VR set. covered animal crackers, and sugar =] a
“Kotas’s room looked like a college lounge  cookies,” seventh grader Kaitlyn 1 —
because there was a couch and people Bolton said. “The snacks were great.” S}
were playing so many games,” junior Having parties at school was =)
Joseph Peacock said. “I wish I could have almost everyone’s favorite time of the o
tried virtual reality or at least steamrolled year. Students were done with school
> : people trying to play Smash Bros.” for a while with no homework,
b - : “I'was in Kotas’s room; we were no sports and no more tests. “The
In a whole e wor £ é A A committed to finishing the 1000 piece Christmas parties were my favorite,”
Juné playda ;ame_usinq,!bmal reality puzzle,” junior Baylor Behrens said. senior Madison Theis said. “It’s fun
in Mr. Kotas's room. “It was fun to try The gym was open for students to play to hang with friends and just enjoy
the VR set,” June said. whatever they wanted. “I played football doing things together.”
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Chilly winds didn’t stop Baylor

Behrens (11) and her brother

Paxton Behrens (7) from |
building a snow goat in

their backyard. \ \

other Nature being a
Britney Spears fanatic wasn’t
something one would hope

for, especially when her
favorite song was Qops, I Did It Again,
yet five snow and ice days and two late
starts within the span of three weeks
was also not something one would
entirely desire either. As the second
semester rolled in for the 2024 school
year, nearly half of the school days in
the first few weeks were either canceled
or shortened due to the hazardous
weather. One week was even cut down
to a day and a half because of the sub-
zero temperatures and blizzard-like
conditions.

With this, many complications
and calamities arose from the series of
Siberian cold spells and Arctic winds. “I
was late to an important appointment
because the snow plows hadn’t gone
through yet,” junior Ariana Tellez said.
“It already took long enough to get an
appointment at the specialist [ went to,
so I was scared we were going
to miss "n it when the snow

. slowed us

\ \ down.”

—w—
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the front of the school.

* 'mk. /) |

Braving the cold, (clockwise from front) Rosie Lopez
(9), Livia Schweitzer (9), Andrea Pavlish (11), Lily Lehr
(9), Jace Yager (9), Briana Tellez (9), Colton Harrison
(9), Megan Gordon (10), Mason June (9), and Michael
Maldonado (9) climb on top of the massive snow pile at

From sprinkling salt to scoopinJ
with shovels, many students found
different ways to shield against the
large drifts. “The worst part about the
snow days was shoveling snow,” sevenLIL
grader Faith Sherman said, “because it
always got into my boots.”

While scooping snow, most
students claimed that they were the
ones responsible for keeping their
ever-filling sidewalks and driveways
clear. “The snow reached the top of
my shins,” seventh grader Troy Dawes
said, “but the drifts were about up to my|
knees.”

These substantial drifts not
only proved a struggle to scoop, but
a struggle to maneuver around. “The
drifts were as tall as my dad’s truck,”
eighth grader Hadley Brandt said.
“Without the wind, we got around a foof|
of snow.”

Others took advantage of the
piling snow. “A few friends and I went
around to neighbors to offer to scoop
snow for whatever they were willing
to pay,” sophomore Chase Tachovsky
said. “It was a good opportunity to help
people and to make some extra money.”

Even after the roads had been
plowed, wind gusts made it impossible
for maintainers to keep up. “On one of
the days that we were finally supposed
to go back to school, I got stuck with my
Jeep because all the snow drifted back
over my road,” senior Hailey Schweitzer
said. “My dad and grandpa had to get
me out with their off-road driving skills
and a tractor.”

The dangerous weather
conditions also constrained indoor

-




ourtesy of Caden Axline

dvities. “My internet went out so I just
tared at the wall until it turned back
‘on,” eighth grader Lindsay DelToro

aid,

Others had similar issues. “Our
‘power and internet went out for a little
Bit,” seventh grader Malikhi Gooding
said. “I wasn't able to play games or
anything.”

Feelings of laziness seemed to

svercome students as they were stuck
indoors. “I don't really like being lazy
for too long,” seventh grader Brennaly
Vazquez said, “I didn’t really have
‘anything to do.”

Others in basketball and
wrestling also felt this tug, “It was
Boring at home, and we had less

sasketball practice,” junior Baylor
Behrens said. “Plus, one game was
zanceled and another was postponed.”

Despite these feelings, there

vere many great things about getting
o much time off within the first month
of school. “The best part of having
ool off for snow days was the rest
d having a break from it all,” senior
Jwen Real said. “We didn't have to go
o practice, worry about homework, or
nything like that. There was nowhere
0 go so | just enjoyed being at home.”
“My favorite part was getting
extra time off to do things outdoors like
unting,” seventh grader Landon Shaw

High gusts of wind formed drifts that
closed roads for days, keeping all
snow plows constantly running.

- —— -‘.,(‘ B

said. “Without the snow
days, I would have never
had the chance to do one
of my favorite activities.”
This seemingly
never-ending precipitation
may have hindered some
activities but encouraged
many others, whether that
was taking a break or connecting
with one’s family. It also made
people realize the value of human
connection and how it affected
them without it. “As much as I like
having a day off from school, not
being able to see my friends was

the worst part of snow days
because I rely on ihem,’/
junior Mackenzie

Luzum said. “They
make me laugh,
and they make me

happy.”

Courtesy of Caden Axline

Temperatures reached record-breaking lows |
in January during the days off. Visibility was
minimal at times due to the wind, as seen in
the view from Caden Axline’s (10) window.

you'd think
she'd be done
b
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ave you ever prepared
for something for over
a week, just for it to get
canceled? Well, that
happened to the athletes for two
weeks in a row due to all of the
snow that fell in January. Games
and meets just kept getting
canceled and rescheduled.
“I was frustrated because
of the time we put into
practicing for a specific
game,” Assistant Boys
Basketball Coach
Brandon Sullivan
said. “Then that led
us to be behind for
our next game.”
The
wrestling team was
the most unfortunate when
it came to snow affecting their
schedule. They had to cancel three
meets. On January 13th it was
boys wrestling at Cross County
and girls wrestling at Nebraska
City; on January 19th it was boys
and girls Wrestling at Thayer
Central. “I was annoyed because
they didn’t get postponed, just
canceled,” Head Wrestling Coach
Chris Nelson said. “We missed out
on a lot of potential matches.”
The junior high girls
basketball team did not get to play
in the Bee Tournament, which
was January 9th, 11th, and 13th,
because it ended up being totally
canceled. “I was upset because I
was excited to get to play at the

16

i |

Bee Tournament,” Junior High
Coach Brandon Bruha said. “I
felt like we had a good chance of
placing.”

Other junior high
basketball games were also
affected. They ended up having
to reschedule the January 8th
game versus McCool Junction to
January 11th. They also had to

Hampton to January 31. “We
were not prepared for our
games,” Sullivan said. “We

for that game.”
The high school

reschedule the January
11th game versus East Butler
to January 29th. They also ended
up canceling the January 12th
game vs Giltner because they
weren't in the conference, and it
wasn’t as important of a game.
“I felt we were fully prepared
and focused on the game
at hand. We handled the
weather and days off well,”
Assistant Girls Basketball
Coach Brent Zoubek
said. “It helped that we
had a veteran team.”
The
Shelby-Rising City
basketball games were
moved up because bad weather
was expected. The girls played
at 3:00 and the boys played at
4:40, the earliest that high school

reschedule January 15th versus

lost a day or two preparing

basketball teams had to

games were ever scheduled.
Unfortunately, moving the
game up ended up being a

bad move because as the games
started, squall warnings erupted
from everyone’s cell phones. “It
was a little scary trying to get to
the game,” one patron said. “I
thought we were trying to avoid
the bad weather, but then we were
right in the middle of it.”

Some of the coaches
enjoyed the earlier time. “I loved
the game getting moved up,”
Head Boy Basketball Coach Corey
Bird said. “I thought it brought
a different edge to the game.
There were different people at the
game that normally don’t make
it, whether it was the elementary
students or people just trying to

wait out the storm.”

Along with all

the cancellations and

A rescheduling, players also
mlssed four days of practice.

The coaches told their
athletes to do some type of
physical activity to stay in
shape as an alternative.
“I told my athletes ,
hat it is important |
to move as much
as possible,”
Sullivan said,
“running stairs in the
house, helping push snow, or

whatever they had access to do
physically.” |
One athlete stayed in



e —_ ..

shape by trying many different
activities. “To stay in shape I did
ab workouts and ran up and down
my stairs,” junior Atley Zoubek

Even though they
missed so many practices,
their practices didn’t change
drastically. “We didn’t really

-3 games, we planned
‘accordingly,” Bruha said. “If

said. “I also did lots of Just-Dance.”

in a way. When we came back,
we were out of sync; we almost
looked like we forgot some of the

plays and drills. It was frustrating.

On the other hand, I thought
it was important for us to stay
ealthy, and it gave us a break we
needed.”

~ The coaches hated the
change practice. It really o isnow, but the athletes
just depended on . hated it even more.
our game’s schedule. ""“—“". “I didn’t appreciate
When we looked at the o 11 the snow days at all. I
schedule and saw we had . ated getting prepared

or the game just for it
o be rescheduled and
—canceled,” senior

we had several days off —_—
before our next game,
then we tried to condition a little
‘more to get us back to where we
were before all the days off.”

The coaches didn't
‘appreciate all the snow days and
‘days wasted at home not in the
gym improving. “As a coach, I

was upset that we weren't able to
come into the gym and be able to
use the time to get better. I was
also upset at the fact that we were
unable to practice and play for

an extended period of time,” Bird
said. “It really made us sort of rust

Addison Lehr said.
“I hated that our game against
Giltner was canceled because that
was going to be another win on
our record.”

The one person that had
the hardest time with all of the
rescheduling was the Athletic
Director Brent Zoubek. “As an AD
you are always hoping Mother
Nature will cooperate and let
you play the games as they are
scheduled. However, it doesn’t
always work that way. You have
to think of the safety of students

when you consider canceling
or postponing games,”
Zoubek said. “It is always
difficult when you have to
reschedule games, meets,
or any other activities. This
year, especially, I was in over
my head; there were so many
things to reschedule. I had to
look at when they had games
and try to plan around them.
If there are other school
activities planned that can’t
be moved, you have to take
those into account as well.
You also are at the mercy of
your opponent because a
makeup date that works for
you, may not work for them.”
Although the snow
was an inconvenience for
sports, the athletes still made
the best of it and did what
they could to still stay in
shape. “For a workout I went
outside to scoop snow, and I
ended up having a snow fight
with my family,” sophomore
Bailey Theis said. “It was nice
to have some days off to relax.
I just wish that there weren’t
so many of them in a row.”
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Q: Did you enjoy
viewing the
eclipse?

A:g’:lsk because
I think it’s very
cool how the
moon gets in
Jront of the sun
and blocks the
Light.

Sierra Sherwood, 8

once-in-a-couple

ECL|PS

The sun slowly started |l to partially fade
away before their eyes. ™ The glasses were
put on, and the students looked up at the
sky to see something rarely seen. Was it the
end of their time? No, it was just a partial
solar eclipse.

On Monday, April 8, the moon was
moving to be directly between the sun and
Earth. In Dorchester, the moon was set to
cover 80% of the sun. Students were lucky
enough to get the chance to experience
something unforgettable that would create
SO many memories.

All of the students were given special
ISO-approved eclipse glasses provided by
former alum, Brett Boller, who is on the
Board of Directors at the Branched Oak
Observatory; to look at the sun so they
didn'’t go blind. “The glasses were not the
most fun to wear,” junior Baylor Behrens
said. “They really didn't fit my head so every
time I looked up I had to hold on to them so
they didn't fall off.”

“I really liked the eclipse glasses,” eighth
grader Ella Vyhnalek said. “We had a lot of
fun taking silly photos in them.”

A majority of the students started to
head out to the football field at 1:30 so then
they could catch the peak of the eclipse
at 1:50. “The coolest part of the eclipse
was watching the sun go from a whole to
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Q: Did you enjoy |~

Elsy Loarca, 12

a crescent-like moon,” sophomore
Megan Gordon said.

To make the day even more
memorable, some teachers
brought their students a sweet
treat like Cosmic Brownies or Moon
Pies. “Mrs. Severance brought
us treats,” eighth grader Sierra
Sherwood said. “They were to celebrate
her birthday and also to eat during the eclipse.”

“liked how the temperature changed,”
seventh grader Landon Shaw said. “It went
from being pretty hot to colder in such a short
amount of time.”

Many felt that it was not as great as the
eclipse in 2017 when Dorchester was in the
path of the total eclipse, but there were no
clouds so students could look longer at it. “[
liked the 2017 eclipse better,” senior Makayla
Schlueter said. “During that eclipse, it went
fully dark, and we were able to take off our
glasses. This time it barely got dark, we had to
keep on our glasses, but there were no clouds
atleast.”

“Iliked how we were able to look longer at
the sky and actually see the moon and sun
come together,” junior Julian Tellez said. “In
2017, the sky was cloudy until the very minute
the eclipse occurred. This way we could
actually watch as the moon moved across the
sun, and it got colder this time.”

Eclipses happen all around
the world. Not everyone can say
that they've gotten the chance
to experience an eclipse in their
hometown, and these students
won't be able to for over 20 years in the
contiguous United States.

cover it. |

s k. A




Protecting their
eyes, freshmen Livia
Schweitzer, Briana
Tellez, Jace Yager, Emilia
Perez, and Lily Lehr
watch the eclipse with
special glasses that were
given out.

to watch the
moon partially
pass in front

not something
you see every

Observing
the sky
senior Hailey
Schweitzer
and juniors
Baylor
Behrens

and Atley
Zoubek
watch the
MOoOnN Cross
paths with
the sun
while sitting
on the
football field.

Holding on
, to Cosmic

Holding on to Brownies
his glasses, seventh

_ freshman graders
Co[tc?n Cameron
Harrison looks Yager, Royce
up at the sky 4 Gutierrez,

of the sun. “| Dominick
was glad we Winter
got see the show off
eclipse. It's the snacks

day, and it’s Severance
better than to celebrate
being in

Faith
Sherman,
and

brought
by Mrs.

the eclipse.

Looking up
at the sky
freshmen
Jonathan
Hernandez
and
Michael
Maldonado
take in the
view that is
in front of
them.
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'I‘hen around Christmas, ﬂueimafmeusmlmmdthﬁan_ta
hats showed up as well, quickly followed by a few glow-in-
the-dark frogs. “I went into the staff bathroom and there was
a frog,” said paraprofessional Danielle Duba. “I thought he
looked like he’d glow in the dark so I shut off the lights and
tried it out.”

In January, more frogs appeared, first a light pink one and
then a white one. “I didn't care for the ducks as much, but the
frog’s eyeballs were really cute, and I made sure to keep them,”
said English teacher Audrey Schutte.

Also in January, a few cows started moving around. They
came with a note to keep the cow Mooving. “I kept the first
cow because I really
liked him and worried
[ wouldn't get another
one. When I got the
second cow, I then
helped him Mooove
on,” said English/social
studies teacher, Sandy
Severance.

However, some
teachers decided that
the cow must stay. “I
kept the cow because
all T was left with was
an ugly, white frog,”
said paraprofessional
Karen Hrdlicka. “It
took me a couple days
to decide. The frog told

Arriving in different styles and
colors, these frogs consisted of being 1116 he had been lonely
colored and being semi-transparent
glow in-the-dark. They sit atop a
jar in Ms, Rachel Weakland's room,
showcasing how miniscule, and more duck made an appearance

until the cow showed up.”
A more solid-colored

importantly how cute they were.
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in February. “I was

would’ve namedhlm S how aﬁbnr ’

Nefno. : English/social studies teacher Mrs. Sandy
I first noticed Severance has a whole collection she

a duck around keeps on top of the TV in her room.

Christmas time,” said

4th grade teacher Cassidy Bruha. “A duck with a Santa hat
appeared on my desk, and before that there had been a yellow
one on my bulletin board. I'd love to keep getting more.”

Students welcomed the new visitors. “I really enjoyed the
ducks because it gave the kids something to smile about.
They were so happy when they saw a duck, a frog, etc.,” said
paraprofessional Deanna Bird. “I saw the kids’ faces as they
grabbed the animals and quickly snatched them up to hide
later or to keep for themselves.”

Everyone tried to guess who was the placer of the animals.
“I'm pretty sure it’s someone in the elementary doing
it because they have a lot more of the animals than the
secondary do,” said art teacher Stacy Lutjemeyer. “I wonder
how many people are involved.”

The all-time collector and apparent zoo keeper was the
third grade teacher Brenda Nerud. “l actually have twenty-
five animals. Quite a few are the yellow ducks. I think I got
more because so many of my students kept finding them and
bringing them to me.”

Why did the animals start showing up? Who was leaving
animals all around the school? Was it a group of people
creating a diabolical plan for the animals to take over the
school? Or was it a single person? When will the next animal
arrive and what will it be? Everyone had their suspicions,
although that might have just been part of the fun. “We
enjoyed the presence of the ducks and the wild goose chase to

figure out who they were from,” said preschool teacher, Robin
Musil.




cCHanNCe OF
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*of nineteen teachers surveyed

If- TYPES OF DUCKS
q =

CHRISTMasS SOouID GLOWHMN- ORIGINau
DUCKS DUCKS THE-DaRK DUCKS
DUCKS

HOW many animalLs DID YOU cCoLLecT?

Mrs. Jessica Burry Mrs. Cassidy Bruha Mrs. Stacy Lutjemeyer Mrs. Brenda Nerud
EL Teacher 4th Grade Teacher Art Teacher 3rd Grade Teacher




Most people know what it is
like to grow up with siblings, but
only 1in 250 know what it’s like
to have a twin, and in our school
there were an outstanding total
of six pairs of twins ranging from
kindergarten to high school.
While you are walking down

the hallways, you might think
you are seeing double or see two
students who look a lot alike and
about the same age. “I thought 1
saw Angelina Cornejo walk past
me, and then I turned around
and a girl that looked just like
her was standing by my door.”
EL teacher Mrs. Burry said. “1
was so confused at first, and

then realized that Angelina and
Isabella were twins. They look so
much alike.”

Whether they prefer sharing
a birthday or not, twins have a
special bond with one another.
“Isabella is my best friend,”
junior Angelina Cornejo said.
“How could she not be when I've
literally been with her since day
one?”

Age seemed to play a big factor
on how twins viewed each other.
Younger elementary twins were
less likely to claim their twin as

afriend. "I do not think Ezra is
my friend because we fighta
lot,” first grader Audric Thalken
said. “He even makes me mad on
purpose sometimes.”

The older the twins were, the
deeper the bond between each
other seemed to be. They were
able to find the good in having
atwin, “I would say Myles is a
friend but also my best friend
because he is always there if 1
need him,” sixth grader Mason
Vyhnalek said.

Most sets of twins in the school
were fraternal but still shared
many similarities. “We like a lot
of the same activities," second
grader Kenzi Schweitzer said.
“We wear the same clothes and
have a lot of the same friends.”

Multiple twins enjoyed doing
similar activities in their free
time. The activities enjoyed
included anything from getting
into mischief to playing new
games outside. “Audric and
1 tried to trick my mom into
thinking we were each other
once,” first grader Ezra Thalken
said. “We made our hair exactly
the same, but she wasn't fooled.”

However, with all of these

UilE-ill

similarities came many
differences that made each rwin'’s
individuality stand out. “Loren
and I have a lot in common, but
his favorite colors are blue and
red,” first grader Elijah Pracheil
said. “My favorite colors are
green and yellow because those
are the colors of John Deere
tractors.”

Some twins disliked others
being confused about who was
who. Angelina and Isabella
Cornejo made it a point to
purposefully look different. “I
wear glasses and make sure I'm
dressed differently than Angelina
because it gets annoying when
people can't tell us apart,” junior
Isabella said. "Angelina wears
contacts and for a while she even
had highlights in her hair to
make it easier.”

Having a built-in best friend
can make life just a little bit
sweeter. ‘I like having a twin
because we can always help each
other out,” third grader Sullivan
Smith said. “ will always have
someone by my side.”

Having a twin means having
someone always by your side,
whether you want it or not.

Comparing their
favorite stories,
twin second
graders Chloe and
Kenzi Schweitzer
share their books
with classmate
Karson Palky.

Competing against each other,
first graders Ezra and Audric
Thalken each try to beat their twin
to the finish line during Field Day.

Shar'ing thé Memories

Memories of Growing Up with a Twin




ThiS VS That

Sullivan and Everly Smith's Favorites

Food: \ Food:
Taquitos &) —_ Macaroni
= & Cheese
Color: & < e SN Color:
Green - Blue
P
Animal: = Animal
Alligator Chicken
Activity: - Activity:
Welding Reading
Drink: \— Drink:
Pepsi Tl Water
Song:
s Song:
Do Kight — Mountain
Fear No Man—— Time
“My favorite memory is when my family Movie: S e Moiie:
was stopping at the bank quick on our T"(‘; e Iron Migration
way home and Sullivan yelled out ‘lem- e

onade’ like it was a McDonald’s drive
through. We all laughed.”
~ Everly Smith
@Grd)

Standing side

by side, twin
| Sliding down the sixth graders
slide, first grader Mason
Elijah Pracheil picks and Myles
a unique route Vyhnalek are
down the slide to very different
show off to his from each
classmates Angel other and
Gonzalez, his twin have their
Loren Pracheil, and own individual
Breckin Barlow. interests.

Showing their school spirit, twin
* } juniors Angelina and Isabella
Cornejo sit with their friends,
juniors Ariana Tellez and Andrea
Pavlish, during a pep rally.
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Q: What was

your favorite

song to dance
to? Why?

A: Probably
the ‘WOP(J.
Dash), 1 really ,

get into it.
Q: What was your

danee to? Wiy

A: My favorite song
was Dancing
(ABBA). It gave
me a chance to get
groovy.

Making a
letter Y,
Hunter Wake,
Carter Cermy,
seniors Jacob
Hatfield, Owen
Real, Marcos
Gonzalez,
Andy Drake, |
formerDHS
student
Garrett
Nohavec, and
Junior Owen
Wyhnalek
danceto
YMCA by The
Village People.
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Waving their hands
in the air, juniors

Andrea Pavlish,

AyLynn Schwisow,

and Mackenzie

Luzum do the Whip

and Nae Nae by
Silento.

Preparing
for battle
sophomores
Hunter
Wake. Chase
Tachovsky,
Carter Cerny,
and Caden
Axline show
their best
pose to the
song Kung Fu
Fighting by
Carl Douglas.
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Dancing the
night away
to Perfect by
Ed Sheeran,
seniors Jacob
Hatfield and

Stephanie ¥

Korinek sway @
to the beat J
of the music
during one

of the slow ™
dances. {

Raising up
their arms
senior Quinn
Kasl, juniors

il Atley Zoubek,

Gabby Theis, §
senjors
Stephanie
Korinek,
Amber
Kotas, and
junior Baylor
Behrens
Pump up
the Jam by
Technotronic,




=senier Ashton
Jirsa, freshman
Tessa Martin,
senior Victoria
Leavitt, and
sophomore
Megan Gordon
listen to the
instructions
during the

= Wobble by V.I.C.

The lights were lowered,
the twinkling lights were
turned on, and silver,
black, and well-dressed
students were seen
| showing off their fancy
clothes. Prom was here.
The junior class hosted Prom
on Saturday, April 22nd at Tabor
Hall for seniors and sophomores.
“I liked having Prom out at Tabor a
lot,” sophomore Caden Axline said.
“There is a lot more room out there
than having it in the gym.”
Decorating, planning the meal,
"ﬁ,, y gettinga DJ, renting a tux, buying a
dress, and fixing hair and applying
makeup could be exciting as well
as stressful. “I loved planning for
Prom,” junior Owen Vyhnalek said.
“However, it did get stressful at times
when we were trying to get it to all come
together.”
The theme was Glitz and Glam. The
- juniors decorated with lots of silver,

BN black, and anything that would give
off a shininess that covered the entire
& room. They also made a sectioned
S off dance floor that allowed for

PR more room. “We came up with
B multiple visions of how we
. wanted the area to look,” junior
Gabby Theis said. “Once we
were able to get out there and
decorate, it really came together well.”

To start the evening, students lined up
with their date or friend to walk down a
lighted path and were told to do something
fun like a handshake or a little dance. Some
students took it to the next level. “Mackenzie

dance to

favorite son
dance to? ? ? y?

take over the dance

GLITTER

Q: What was your

favorite song to

A: The

comes out to
dance so the
floor looks full.
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Chase Tachovsky, 10

Caden Axline, 10

and I were towards
the end  soourentrance we
would be memorable,”

junior Andrea Pavlish said. “We
ended up buying light up swords and
had a fake sword fight. We got lots of
laughs, and we had fun doing that.”

After the parents left, dinner was o
served. On the menu was pulled pork, =
buns, green beans, cheesy mashed
potatoes, cheesecake, and tea. There
was also a popcormn bar that was set
up so anyone could snack throughout
the night. “The whole meal was great,”
senior Madison Theis said. “My favorite |
part was the pulled pork. The ladies
who were serving were also very funny.”

For Post Prom, students loaded up
on the bus and went to Urban Air
Trampoline Park. Students had free
range to jump, run through an obstacle
course, and even zipline. There were
also lots of prizes that could be won.
“I thought Post Prom was a lot of fun,”
sophomore Chase Tachovsky said.
“My favorite part had to be the ziplines.
You could walk across a lot of different
platforms but there was one where it
took you across the whole place.”

Aftera fun-filled evening, everyone
made their way home. “We didn't get
home until four in the morning,” senior |
Stephanie Korinek said. “I was very
tired but had a great Prom.”



Q: What award | Q: What award
made you feel the made you feel
the proudest?

proudest?

A:The
Dedicated
Athlete Award
because it was
a lot of years of
work.

The Athletic Banquet, sponsored by the
D-Club. was a memorable night to honor
athletes and their achievements. The
athletes received their awards after they
ate a delicious meal of pulled pork, green
beans, and Tabor Hall cheesy potatoes
provided by Mrs. Rochelle Bruha followed
by cookies for dessert. “I liked the potatoes
and cookies,” senior Addison Lehr said.
“They were very savory.”

To start off the night, senior Marcos
Gonzalez and Hailey Schweitzer were
crowned Athletic King and Queen. To be
eligible, the athletes had to be in at least
two sports and show leadership and hard
work. Because the class was so large, only
the top four candidates were part of the
royalty. “It felt good that there were a lot
of people who believed in me and picked
me as the best candidate,” senior Marcos
Gonzalez said.

“I'wasn't sure if I would get it, but I
knew I had a good chance,” senior Hailey
Schweitzer said.

For girls sports, senior Hailey
Schweitzer received the Outstanding
Volleyball Player Award. Senior Amber
Kotas received the Outstanding Female
Track Award. Baylor Behrens received
Outstanding Girls Basketball Player, Girls
Defensive Basketball Player, Outstanding
Female Athlete Award, and the Dawn
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N G Ms. Hustle Award in
basketball. Sophomore

Baylor Behrens, Livia
Schweitzer, Lily Lehr,
Emilia Perez, & Quinn
Kasl. FR: Madison
Theis, Kayli Carey,
Hailey Schweitzer,
Addison Lehr, &
Micaela Loarca. Not
Pictured: Ariana
Tellez & Briana Tellez,

Stephanie Korinek, 12

Lisec Award.
Junior Gabby
Thetis received the

Bailey Theis received the
Outstanding Female Track Award.
Outstanding Girls Wrestler Award
went to Isabella Cornejo.

For the boys, Senior
Marcos Gonzalez received the
Outstanding Football Player
Award, Outstanding Boys Wrestler
Award, Outstanding Male
Athlete Award, and the Brian
Bruha Award. Senior Owen Real
received the Outstanding Boys
Basketball Award. Junior Owen
Vyhnalek received the James
Cochnar Award. Sophomore
Chase Tachovsky received the
Boys Defensive Basketball Player
Award and the Outstanding Male
Track Award. Freshman Mason
June received the Mr. Hustle
Award in basketball.

At the end of the night, athletes
went home feeling proud of their
accomplishments. “I was really
happy to get the Outstanding
Girls Track Award. It felt great
to be appreciated,” sophomore
Bailey Theis said.

“I was happy to get Co-MVP
for girls track,” said senior Amber *
Kotas, “mostly because I've
worked really hard in track.”

erself food, sophomore

—

LB6arca helps herself
_"_': r Hall cheesy




Candidates for
Athletic Banquet
Royalty. BR: Owen
Real, Jacob Hatfield, |
Andy Drake, Amber
Kotas, Addison
Lehr, & Kayli Carey.
FR: King Marcos
* Gonzalez & Queen
Hailey Schweitzer.

Outstanding
- Athletes in
\_qu -/ % Each Sport. BR:

\ , \ Owen Real (Boys
Outstanding == i Basketball),
Athletes AP 8 * 8 Baylor Behrens
Receiving the (Gir}!)s Basketball),
Outstandin Amber Kotas
Female : (Girls Track), &
Athlete Marcos Gonzalez
Award is (Boys Wrestling
Baylor and Football). FR:
Behrens and Isabella Cornejo
receiving the (Girls Wrestling),
Outstanding Hailey Schweitzer
Male Athlete (Volleyball), &
Award is Bailey Theis
Marcos (Girls Track). Not
Gonzalez. pictured: Chase
Tachovsky (Boys
Track).

Dedicated Athlete Baylor

Award. BR: Behrens Ea
Madison Theis, received the e
Amber Kotas, Dawn Lisec 0 —
& Quinn Kasl. Award. Owen = 9'_
FR: Kayli Carey, Vyhnalek ) =2
Hailey Schweitzer, received —+0
& Addison Lehr the James

received the Cochnar

Dedicated Athlete Award.

Award for being in Marcos

all three sports for Gonzalez

received the
Brian Bruha
Award.

all four years of
their high school
S= careers.

N
~



Q: Which
award were you
proudest of?

you proudest of?
A: Outstanding

Math Awards: BR: Carter
Cerny, Andrea Pavlish, &
Ariana Tellez. 2nd Row:
Chase Tachovsky, Lily
Lehr, Gabby Theis, & Hailey
Schweitzer. FR: Kayli Carey,

Baylor Behrens, Addison g,

Lehr, & Quinn Kasl.

English Awards: BR: Benji
Beckley, Bryer Shaw, Amber
Kotas, Owen Vyhnalek, &
Andrea Pavlish. 3rd Row:
Mackenzie Luzum, Emilia
Perez, Victoria Leavitt,
Colton Harrison, & Quinn
Kasl. 2nd Row: Makayla
Schlueter, Livia Schweitzer,
Lily Lehr, Gabby Theis, &
Hailey Schweitzer. FR: Kayli
Carey, Chase Tachovsky,
Atley Zoubek, Baylor
Behrens, Madison Theis, &
Addison Lehr. Not Pictured:
Isabella Cornejo, Joseph
Peacock, AyLynn Schwisow, #
Elsy Loarca, Veronica
Tercero, & Andy Drake.

Science Awards: —
BR: Livia
Schweitzer,
Andrea Pavlish,
Amber Kotas, &
Madison Theis.
2nd Row: Chase
Tachovsky, Lily
Lehr, Gabby
Theis, & Atley
Zoubek. FR:
Baylor Behrens,
Bailey Theis, &
Bryer Shaw.

Student
Leadership
Awards:
BR: Bailey
Theis, Livia
Schweitzer,
& Gabby
Theis. FR:
Marcos
Gonzalez.
The NHS
members
votedon
who they
thought
were leaders
from each

Social Studies
Awards with
medals: BR:
Victoria Leavitt,

Amber Kotas,
Owen Vyhnalek,
and Andrea

Pavlish. 2nd Row:

Livia Schweitzer,
Lily Lehr, Gabby

Theis, and Hailey

Schweitzer. FR;: _

Atley Zoubek,
Baylor Behrens,
and Madison
Theis.
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by current - , Senior Quinn
Kasjgjunior Gab the
front of the gym three cho

sen inductees ¢
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Q: Which
award were you
proudest of?

Q: Which
award were you
proudest of?

| A: The Perfect
Ky Attendence
Award meant a

lot to me.

Schweitzer, & Owen Real. FR:

Colton gm Harrison, Megan

. Gordon, [ Micaela Loarca,
Baylor Behrens, Quinn
Kasl, Addison Lehr, &
Savannah June.

0

students take home awd

High school
Honors Night
began with

the induction

of three new

members into the
National Honor Society:. It
started by one NHS member
reading what activities the
inductee had been
involved in while another
NHS member walked to the
student section tapping the new
member with a rose. “It felt good
being chosen to become an NHS

member,” junior Gabby Theis said.

The night continued with the teachers
giving out medals and certificates to their
top students. In music, the Outstanding

scalist was Ashton Jirsa and the Outstanding
astrumentalist was Amber Kotas. Ashton

Jirsa received the John Philip Sousa Award.

The top journalism students were

Andrea Pavlish and Hailey Schweitzer.

The Art Awards went to Micaela Loarca,

Gabby Theis, Madison Theis, and Hailey

Schweitzer. The top business students were

Benji Beckley, Kayli Carey, Colton Harrison,

Quinn Kasl, Victoria Leavitt, Lily Lehr,and
Livia Schweitzer. Owen Real received the
Industrial Tech Award. The top speech (class)
students were Chase Tachovsky, Bailey Theis,
and Carter Cerny.

The Leadership Award was given toa
student from each grade nominated by the
teachers, and then voted on by the NHS
members. The recipients included: Marcos
Gonzalez, Gabrielle Theis, Bailey Theis, and

Livia Schweitzer.
Forty-seven students who were on Honor

but it worked
out in the end.

Owen Vyhnalek, 11

Andrea Pavlish, 11

Roll at least once received the Honor Roll
Award. The Big Twelve Awards went to
Kayli Carey, Quinn Kasl, Amber Kotas,
Victoria Leavitt, Addison Lehr, Hailey
Schweitzer, and Bryer Shaw for being
on the Honor Roll the entire twelve
semesters (7-12).

Twenty-eight students received
the NSAA Multi Activity Award, and

to Peru State College.

Amber Kotas and Owen Vyhnalek AR
received the Perfect Attendance Award, |
and Kotas also received the Community
Service Award for the most community
service hours (over 100).

Victoria Leavitt, Addison Lehr, Hailey
Schwietzer, and Madison Theis received
the CRC Bronze Recognition for their
ACT score; students who received an
overall score of 30 or more received gold,
27-29 received silver, and 2.4-26 received
bronze.

Madison Theis and Victoria Leavitt
received awards for the amount of college
hours they'd taken.

Students who participated in FBLA,
Student Council, Quiz Bowl, Journalism,
Honor Bands, Honor Choirs, Speech,
Thespians, and Believers and Achievers
were also recognized.

Before and after the ceremony, the
NHS membersserved punch and
cookies. Before the ceremony, the NHS
members also sponsored an Honor
Roll Pizza Party for students who were
on the Honor Roll the entire year. “My
favorite part of the Honors Night were
the cookies,” senior Madison Theis said.
“They were delicious.”

| +Yb11N suouoH
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the end of th

Ready to get their

diplomas that they

had waited thirteen

years to receive, the

seniors were excited but still a little sad. I
was excited to finally be done with high
school,” senior Jacob Hatfield said, “but I
was also really sad having to say goodbye
to my classmates and friends that I have
become close with.”

During the ceremony, the choir sang I
will Always Remember You by Miley Cyrus.
“I picked that song because it is nostalgic
and has sentimental value,” senior Kayli
Carey said. “The song’s lyrics also were
perfect for Graduation.”

The Valedictorian, Hailey Schweitzer,
and Salutatorian, Addison Lehr, gave
speeches full of thank you's and memories
they shared over the past thirteen years. “I
was so excited to be named Salutatorian.
It made me feel like all my hard work paid
off,” senior Addison Lehr said. “While
writing my speech, I thought of all of our
most memorable times as a class and also
all the people who had helped us get to
where we are.”

The graduates handed white roses to

their loved ones to show their appreciation.

“It was sad seeing everyone crying with
their families,” senior Quinn Kasl said.
I'wanted to make sure that I hugged and
gave flowers to my family, but I also wanted

to be sure to hug some of my close friends.”

The seniors were recognized for
excelling academically. Those that

Class of 2024. Back
Row: Stephanie Korinek,
William Paiz, Victor
L’o’i:iez.Andy Drake,
‘Ashton Jirsa, Amber
Kotas, Jacob Hatfield,
and Marcos Gonzalez.
Middle Row: Makayla
Schlueter, Madison
Theis, Israel Cornejo,
Suyapa Armas, Owen
Real, Addison Lehr,
Victoria Leavitt, and
Bryer Shaw. Front Row:
Veronica Tercero, Quinn
Kasl, Dusty Banks,
Kayli Carey, Hailey
Schweitzer, Nancy ®
Alcaide, Elsy Loarca, i
and Mitzu Real.

r journey

Graduated with

INAI ON

Honors included:

Suyapa Armas, Dusty Banks,

Kayli Carey, Andy Drake, _

Jacob Hatfield, Ashton g
Jirsa, Quinn Kasl, Stephanie Korinek,

Amber Kotas, Victoria Leavitt, Addison
Lehr, Elsy Loarca, Mitzu Real,
Owen Real, Makayla Schlueter,
Hailey Schweitzer, Bryer
Shaw; Veronica Tercero, and
Madison Theis.

The seniors who received
CRCACT Bronze Honors
included: Victoria Leavitt,
Addison Lehr, Hailey
Schweitzer, and Madison
Theis. Those honored as
Thespians were Nancy Alcaide,
Kayli Carey, Ashton Jirsa, Amber
Kotas, Victoria Leavitt, Mitzu Real,
and Madison Theis. The National
Honor Society members also wore
stoles.

The seniors accumulated over
$500,000 in scholarship money.

“I think the seniors earning a

large amount in scholarship money
is awesome and opens up so many
opportunities for them,” Guidance
Counselor Jill Choyeski said.

As the class of 2024 exited the gym to All
Of The Lights by Kanye West, they left with
many emotions. “When I was exiting the

(_

gym, I was relieved that I made it through
the vear,” senior Hailey Schweitzer said,

“and | was also excited for what is to come.”

Walking into the ceremony, ElS
Loarca and Jacob Hatfield are
ready to finally h Dorchester

alumni.




Class Ushers for
the class of 2024
were juniors
Andrea Pavlish,
Owen Vyhnalek,
Baylor Behrens,
and Gabby
Theis. They
received this
honor by being
selected for Girls
and Boys State.

Class Colors:
Boys: Black and Gold

Thanking her dad
for everything,
Kayli Carey hugs
him extra long and
gives him a rose
during the parent
appreciation part
of the ceremony.

Valedictorian,
Hailey
Schweitzer, and
Salutatorian,
Addison Lehr,
receive academic
honors for being
top of their class.
They also both
gave speeches
thanking

their families,
teachers, and
friends.

After receiving ’ Giving the
their diplomas S opening
Stephanie speech,
Korinek, Quinn " senior class
Kasl, Ashton . \ \ President,
Jirsa, Jacob : Amber
Hatfield, Andy ) Kotas,
Drake, Israel welcomes
Cornejo, Kayli all of the
Carey, Marcos ! + families and
' Gonzalez, Dusty i ' \ friends to

Banks, Suyapa
Armas, Victor
Lopez, & Nancy
Alcaide are
presented to the
audience.

" start the
graduation
ceremony.
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Cheering on the Longhorns
during the football game, senior
Kayli Carey, freshman Lily

Lehr, and senior Addison Lehr
yell while holding up signs to
hopefully help gain a victory.

Sitting together
during the

Jfakmg a
Hy face
ke'ana ahen

pep raﬂy
fl

¥

Homecoming M

e consider ourselves one big family. Even
though we are a small school, students and
staff work to “Refiss e Bar® to meet higher

expectations.

As you walk down the hallway, you are normally
greeted with a friendly smile or a simple “hello.” “It s
simply amazing how a small gesture can really make
someone’s day,” junior Andrea Pavlish said.

One new way that this could be seen was from
the new superintendent, Dr. Curtis Cogswell, who
came out of retirement to head our school. He
brought with him many ideas of ways to “Refiss@he
Bar® He gave Friday 5% where he convened the 7-12
student body in the gym at the end of the week and
talked about things that he noticed in the school
or among the student body. He, as well, gave prizes
and encouraged students to goelbowe
to help improve the school as well themselves. “T'm
really glad that we have such a cool superintendent,
eighth grader Max Novak said. “He has really made
such an impact on the school in just a year.

Some staff have already been “Refisingine
Bar®After many years of hard work, Mrs
Karma Ridpath was awarded the Nebraska
Rural Community Schools Association (NRCSA)
Outstanding Elementary Teacher of the Year. “It
was quite an honor that I wasn’t expecting,” Ridpath
said.

Alongside of that, principal Mr. Jake Wiese was
awarded Outstanding New Principal of the Year. I
was surprised, humbled and grateful for the awar
Wiese said. .

Students also trled to RefisedheBar® at events like
games, dances, or Spirit Week. Students went all out
to make it the best. “It was fun to dress up as a group
and to cheer on the teams,” junior Atley Zoubek
said. “I think our cheering really pumped them up,
and it was fun to bond as a group by wearing fun
clothes according to the'theme of the night.”

No matter what the students or staff did, they
were intent on ‘RafifinedieBar® “Dorchester is
a good school to go to, butI think it’s great when
everyone puts in that extra effort to either come
up with new ideas or improve on what we already
have,” senior Amber Kotas said.

¥Standing on the
N sidelines, seniors

- Quinn __Kasl

"




Seniors. BR: Israel Cornejo, Jacob Hatfield, Owen Real, Andy Drake, Nancy Alcaide,
Ashton Jirsa, William Paiz, Marcos Gonzalez, and Victor Lopez. MR: Veronica
Tercero, Madison Theis, Amber Kotas, Suyapa Armas, Elsy Loarca, Bryer Shaw,
Dusty Banks, and Victoria Leavitt. FR: Quinn Kasl, Addison Lehr, Stephanie Korinek,
Kayli Carey, Makayla Schlueter, Hailey Schweitzer, and Mitzu Real.
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Senior girls. Victoria Leavitt,
Mitzu Real, Madison Theis, Hailey
Schweitzer, Bryer Shaw, Makayla
Schlueter, Dusty Banks, Quinn Kasl,
Addison Lehr, Stephanie Korinek,
Kayli Carey, Amber Kotas, Nancy
Alcaide, Suyapa Armas, Elsy Loarca,
and Veronica Tercero.

Seniors. BR: Mitzu Real, Ashton Jirsa,
and Dusty Banks. 3rd Row: Quinn Kasl,
Makayla Schlueter, and Elsy Loarca.

2nd Row: Madison Theis, Hailey
Schweitzer, Victoria Leavitt, Amber
Kotas, Addison Lehr, Stephanie Korinek,
Bryer Shaw, Kayli Carey, Veronica
Tercero, Suyapa Armas, and Nancy
Alcaide. FR: Israel Cornejo,

william Paiz, Marcos

Gonzalez, Andy Drake, Owen Real,
Jacob Hatfield, and Victor Lopez.

e T AR A AT 0T
Seniors. BR: Makayla Schlueter, Israel Cornejo, William Paiz, Stephanie
Lorinek, Marcos Gonzalez Jacob Hatfield and Victor Lopez. MR: Quinn
Kasl, Addison Lehr, Bryer Shaw, Dusty Banks, Owen Real, Andy Drake,
Amber Kotas, Kayli Carey, and Madison Theis. FR: Hailey Schweitzer,
suyapa Armas, Elsy Loarca, Veronica Tercero, Mitzu Real, Nancy Alcaide,

¥ictoria Leavitt, and Ashton Jirsa.
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| Q: What will

What will you

you miss most ‘miss most about |
about school? [school?

| :I
A: T uf!l! mlss the jA: me Chlncse

" social aspect and
‘the passion I hadf

for sports. fmeal.

Miarcos Gonzalez

-

The bell rings signaling the end of school.

You pack your bags and quickly rush

out the door to where your car is parked,
eagerto get home and unwind from the day. Your
destination is in sight, only several steps more.
Out of the comer of your eye, you see your friend,
phone recording, hurtling toward you. Before you
can react to the action unraveling before you, you
get blasted by a spray of water. You have lost the
game.

The class of 2024 decided to add a little spin to the
end-of-the-year shenanigans. A new popular game
called Senior Assassin helped make the final stretch
before Graduation just a bit more exciting. Senior
Assassin was a game played with water guns. The
objective of the game was to be the last one “alive.”

At the start of each round, every player was
assigned a target, a classmate, that they had to
splash with a water gun to get them out of the
game. Once you got your target out, you were
assigned your next target and so on, until there was
only one player left standing.

The tricky part was, that you were not allowed
to get your target during school so the seniors had
to get creative and scheme their way to victory
through betrayal and deception. “The fear of
having to go places and not knowing if one of
my classmates would plot to eliminate me made
playing Senior Assassin just that much more fun,”
Makayla Schlueter said.

However, Senior Assassin was not the only
memorable time shared by the class. “My favorite

40

hchlcken served atlp
! inch because it |
was my favorite |

u"“':IF

\... Ii‘ | I N e
v -

Madison Theis

said, “because feel ke we had 3
agood time watching the sun come up on
the football field together.”

Being the oldest in the school, the
seniors learned what it meant to be
leaders and role models to the younger
students. “Having the younger kids look
up to me for guidance and leadership
has been one of my favorite things about
being a senior,” Amber Kotas said.

Many seniors had the opportunity to
be TAS, “Being a TA for Mrs, Nerud, the
third-grade teacher, has taught me to be
patient, understanding and a good listener,”
Jacob Hatfield said. “The responsibility I
had to take on to help with kids around the
classroom helped my leadership skills.”

The seniors also led with academic
excellence. “Being in a competitive class
pushes me to work harder and achieve
those high grades to be a top student,”
Addison Lehr said.

As May 10th crept up, Graduation was
on everyone’s mind. “I feel happy and sad i@
at the same time because we have to be
adults now;” Veronica Tercero said.

With the year coming to a bitter-sweet
end, many were thankful for the class that
they were able to grow up with. “I will miss
my classmates the most and the memories
we made,” Kayli Carey said. “I'm nervous to
be on my own but also excited to start a new
chapter.”

Dressed to Impres
Theis, Hailey Schwe
Kotas, Kayli Carey, Qui
Lehr, Bryer Shaw, Dust
Mitzu Real. FR: Israel C
Drake, Victor Lope
William Paiz are rez

one last time

class memory was our senior
sunrise that we did around
Homecoming,” Dusty Banks

adisor

bei
ddisor
er, anc
. Andy

ba, anc

Uance



¥ = Q: What was
= ) { vour favorite
’“’i _ part about
-.J’
7

]
5 senior year?
e A: I liked
= almost being
done with
school.

Q: What was
vour favorite
part about

. Senior year?
A: I'liked all
the activities
like the field

-

BR: Dusty Banks, Amber
" Kotas, Ashton Jirsa,
Andy Drake, and Jacob
Hatfield. FR: Kayli Carey,
Hailey Schweitzer, and
Quinn Kasl wear black
and orange for Spirit

~~——___ Rolling out

————_ thepaint,

‘-.:_:“‘:‘ Mitzu Real
and Bryer

g
~———__ Shawadd
St
- Simgg

Adding more —
balloons, .
Makayla —
Schlueter =
ensures that
the balloon
arch looks
perfect by
adding a few
more details
for the
Homecoming
dance

which was
sponsored
by the
seniors.

more orange
to the
bleachers to
make them
look shiny
and new.
The seniors
were enlisted
to improve
the football
bleachers.

brealdast, Andy Spending
Drake, Victoria time with
Leavitt, Suyapa friends,

Armas, Veronica
Tercero, Nancy

Suyapa
Armas and

Alcaide, Elsy Nancy
Loarca, Owen Alcaide high
Real, Marcos five with
Gonzalez, and their paint
Jacob Hatfield rollers on
enjoy the meal a job well
made by the i done of
teachersand . painting the
staff to honor bleachers.

the seniors.




Winding up and connecting wires, Joseph Peacock and
Julian Tellez learn how circuits can control and function
properly to make light bulbs work.

Rejoicing in their win, Atley Zoubek, Owen Vyhnalek, Ariana Tellez, and Baylor
Behrens let everyone know they won the Build-a-Burger Race and added 100
points to their total which helped them to win overall for Spirit Week.

Coming together, Atley Zoubek, AyLynn Schwisow, Ariana
Tellez, Gabby Theis, Mackenzie Luzum, Andrea Pavlish, Owen
Vyhnalek, and Joseph Peacock cheer around the bonfire.

R —— E »
- 3 -

Joseph Peacock AyLynn Schwisow

Ariana Tellez

Making the cut, Baylor Behrens and
Gabby Theis work together to make
decorations for Prom to cover the
walls, chairs, and tables. The juniors
were in charge of hosting the Prom for
the sophomores, juniors, and seniors.

All dressed up for Homecoming, BR:
Ariana Tellez, Mackenzie Luzum,
Baylor Behrens, Andrea Pavlish,
Atley Zoubek, AyLynn Schwisow, and
Gabby Theis. FR: Joseph Peacock
and Owen Vyhnalek get ready to
dance.




Juniors

FACING™

Being an upperclassman, planning for Prom, taking

the ACT, and looking at options for the future took

{ up the most time for the juniors’ year.

3 For some juniors, the year was harder than

B expected. “In my opinion, junior year was very

p difficult,” Isabella Cornejo said. “The classes were

much more difficult than previous years, and |

wasn't prepared for the challenging classes.”
Another challenge was staying on top of

homework and stepping up to the plate for what

™ was expected of them. “The biggest challenge

for me was just getting through the school day,”

Ariana Tellez said. “I was always hurt, which made

me more stressed out with making sure I got my

homework done so | just always wanted to leave.” L
One big task that they were put in charge of a0y

was organizing Prom. “We put in a lot of time and

made a lot of lists,” AyLynn Schwisow said. “We also 5=

looked through old decor and assigned tasks for P

Huddling together on the dass float, BR: Gabby ThEIS and Owen Vyhnalek pe()p.]e to get don? \‘\‘hi]e £lec0ral‘ing so we could use i
FR: Ariana Tellez, Baylor Behrens, Atley Zoubek, AyLynn Schwisow, Andrea our time more.efhmenrl,\-': _ ! |
Pavlish, Mackenzie Luzum, and Joseph Peacock are ready to go west. “My favorite part of junior year was decorating

for Prom,” Atley Zoubek said. “It took a lot of work
to make sure we had everything and working as a
team, but in the end it was fun.”
They also had to tackle the challenge of taking
the ACT. Before taking the ACT, they had took a
Pre-ACT to give them a feeling of what the actual
test would be like. “To be honest the actual ACT
was easier than the Pre-ACT,” Owen Vyhnalek said.
wm “The questions on the Pre-ACT were very difficult,
Mackenzie Luzum Karina Maldonado Alisson Nufiez ~ Andrea Pavlish and most didn't make sense.”
Allin all, the junior year was expected to be
%7 harder than previously. In reality, it was very busy, but also filled
- with creating memories. “Everyone said that junior year is the
: hardest year vet,” Angelina Cornejo said, “but really it goes by
quickly when you keep yourself busy. It was important to take time
and enjoy every moment.”

Focusing on tearing the paper

very diligently, Mackenzie Luzum
adds grass decorations to their
western-themed hallway during
Spirit Week.

ﬁmm AnanaTeIIez andAyLynn
Schwisow tape the class year to the back of the

" can work together
. as a team.



Bright, energetic, and friendly were a few words
that described the sophomore class. The class was
very small which made getting along easier. “We'v
always been a small class. In fourth grade we only had
five students so having nine students is actually a lot,’
Carter Cerny said. “Those original five are still here
but over the years new students have been added, and|
then other years students have left.”

“From the end of last year we lost two students. We
added Megan Gordon at the beginning of the year,
and then Hunter Wake came at semester,” Chase
Tachovsky said. “I'm glad we've added more students.”

“Ilike that we are so small as a class,” Megan Gordon
said. “It’s a lot different than being in a large school.”

The sophomores were also a very active class. They
were involved in every activity from sports to drama
to journalism or music. There were days where only
three kids were in class due to activities. “Basketball
season is my favorite season,” Hunter Wake said. “It’s
my favorite sport.”

The sophomores shared all of the same classes but
one, math, because some took more advanced math.
“Geometry was my least favorite class,” Micaela Loarca
said. “I just wasn't good at it so | didn't like it.”

“My favorite class was weights,” Adrian Alcaide . y— § :
said. I really like lifting weights and increasing my [ e - -
max.

The class shared lots of laughs. “My favorite
memory would be having lots of good laughs with my
classmates,” Savannah June said.

Because the class is so close they have my laughs
together. “My favorite memory was when I was in English class, and we
were reading and there was a box of chips in the corner of the room,”
Caden Axline said. “I was hungry and wanted a bag so I took one and
tried going to the bathroom, but the bag fell out of my pocket and Ms.
Schutte was mad. It was so funny. The class was cracking up.”

Trying to win, Carter Cerny and Chase Tachovsky hit the balloon over the
net and down the court while playing in the Spirit Week Games on Friday of
Spirit Week. “We had to really work together to make it work,” Cerny said.

a helping hand, Bailey
Theis helps Caden Axline with his !
math homework while Carter Cerny {
and Chase Tachovsky look on after
applying Band-Aids to Caden's body.

i

== Blowing up, Chase Tachovsky and Adrian Al=
caide help blow up balloons for their Home=

~ coming hallway. The theme for the sophomore
hallway was the Taylor Swift's Eras Tour,




Yelling at the top of their lungs, Carter Cerny, Chase Tachovsky, Caden Axline,
Adrian Alcaide, Savannah June, Megan Gordon, Bailey Theis, and Micaela
Loarca try to outyell the other classes at the Homecoming Bonfire.

- X X { o N i

Making music, Bailey Theis plays the trombone at a
home football game. | like playing at the games,” Theis
said. “It helps get the crowd pumped to cheer them on.”

Showing their school spirit, the sophomores are ready for the Homecoming
Parade to begin after decorating with balloons, streamers, and posters.

Lighting it up, the sophomores are ready to watch
—— : L = as X the “D™ burn and to yell longhorn cheers between the
Caden Axline Carter Cerny  Megan Gordon classes at the bonfire.
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Savannah June  Micaela Loarca Chase Tachovsky

Partying on, BR:

Caden Axline,
Micaela Loarca,
Bailey Theis,
Savannah June,
and Megan

ordon. FR: Carter Working together, Micaela
Cerny, Chase Loarca and Savannah June make
Tachovsky and a poster for the float that they

Adrian Alcaide are
ready to boogie at
the Homecoming
Dance.

will ride in the Homecoming
Parade. “| like decorating,” Loarca
said, “especially when we work
together.”



L h £ %
At the hamburger feed, Michael Maldonado and Jace Yager
line up to enjoy a hamburger and chips after the parade.

Helping a classmate, Colton Harrison, Briana Tellez and Emilia Perez help
Brandon Luna put on his apron for the Build-a-Burger relay, a game during
Spirit Week where they had to assemble a burger and race across the gym.

Full of spirit, Livia Schweitzer and Lily Lehr cheer on the - -
football team to victory against St. Edward. Benji Beckley  Colton Harrison Jonathan Hernandez ~ Mason June

Livia Schweitzer  Briana Tellez

Tessa Martin Frank Matejka Emilia Perez

I"I"hl

Hoamenin

Senaida Tercero Jace Yager
Working on decorations to be used
during Spirit Week, Senaida Tercero
makes a poster for the Homecoming
parade. The theme of the float was to
Beat the Mustangs.

Dressed up for a night of dancing,
BR: Briana Tellez, Emilia Perez,
Jace Yager, Lily Lehr, and Livia
Schweitzer. FR: Colton Harrison,
Frank Matejka, and Mason June are
ready for their first Homecoming
dance.



Fun, chaotic, and stressful were just a few ways to
describe the freshman year. “I found classes 10 be
harder,” Senaida Tercero said. “There was a lot more
homework this year.”

There were also many new experiences. “The most
memorable experience was when I got a black eye in
PE." Jace Yager said. “I crashed into Mason June during
speed away.”

: “Tearing my ACLwas themostmemorable experience,”
(" Livia Schweiter said. “It wasn't fun to have to sit out most
* ofthe season.”

Many discovered which classes they liked and didn't
like. “P.E. was my favorite because I like messing around
with my classmates,” Frank Matejka said,

“My least favorite class would have to be world
¥ geography because it is very hard to learn,” Benji Beckley
said. .

“My least favorite class was English because it made £ ,|
me tired,” Jonathan Hernandez said. &

Some stepped up to the new responsibilities. “Having
study hall eighth period helped me finish all my
assignments,” Lily Lehr said. ‘I always had my work
done for the next day.” '

For others it was harder to meet deadlines. “Turning
in my assignments on time became a problem for me,”
Briana Tellez said. “I was in more activities than last year
s0 it was hard to manage my time.”

For some, it was just harder work. “The most difficult |
. class for me was algebra,” Emilia Perez said. “Math was
Rosie Lopez Brandon Luna Michael Maldonado m%en;hd:ﬁn“c;d tmgﬁ‘gﬁdl dasshocase Maiadhh
was hard,” Colton Harrison said.

High school also brought more freedom and activities to enjoy.
“Getting the chance to join journalism was my favorite part about beinga
freshman,” Michael Maldonado said.

“Being able to play high school sports was my favorite part about beinga
freshman,” Mason June said. “l enjoyed playing with the upperclassmen.”

Blowing out the flame of his
marshmallow, Mason June enjoys
his s'more in physical science
class.

At the Homecoming Parade, Emilia Perez, Frank Matejka, Mason June, Colton
Harrison, Lily Lehr, Jace Yager, Michael Maldonado, Briana Tellez, and Livia
| Schweitzer wait for the parade to start.

AT
{]

Tessa Martin, Colton Harrison, and Mason June
yell their class cheers.



Laura Barlow: Reading
Interventionist, Reading Classic
Corey Bird: Special Education, HS
Boys Basketball, HS Track, D-Club
Deanna Bird: FParaprofessional,
Bus Driver, Concessions Manager
Adam Briggs: Custodian
Brandon Bruha: Industrial
Technology, JH & HS Girls Basketball,
HS Track, D-Club

Jessica Burry: ELL, Spanish

Jay Carlson: Bus Driver

Amanda Cerny: Head Cook

Jill Choyeski: Guidance Counselor
Curtis Cogswell: Superintendent

Danielle Duba: Paraprofessional
Jaci Dunaway: Library, Study SkKills,
JH Health

Jennifer Feeken: Bookkeeper
Karen Hrdlicka: Paraprofessional,
Speech, HS Musical, One Act

Steve Jirsa: Music, HS Musical,
One Act

Leanne Josoff: Psychologist
Randy Klooz: Math, Science,
JH Sponsor, Science Olympiad

JeNae Kort: Math, Sophomore

Sponsor

Spencer Kotas: Social Studies, JH
Football, Asst. HS Football, JH Track,
Senior Sponsor

Betty Luong: Cook

In 1st grade art, student teacher Hallie
Jensen helps first grader Bernyce
Vazquez trace an art project. Jensen
student taught for Mrs. Lutjemeyer.

;

o) ) Ul

: The District honored years of service to DPS. With theit
= s plaques are Mrs. Amanda Cerny (10), Mrs. Sandy Severance
~ = _  (35), Mrs, Jessica Tuttle (5), Mrs. Karma Ridpath (30), and
Mrs. Bailey Schindler (5). Not Pictured: Mrs. Cassidy Bruha

(5), Mr. Brandon Bruha (10), and Mr. Corey Bird( 5).




Judy Persson: Paraprofessionall
Michelle Rathbun: Custodian
Karma Ridpath: Special
Education, Title 1, JH Play,
Reading Classic, Thespians
Audrey Schutte: English,

Junior Sponsor

Nicole Schweitzer: Paraprofessional

Sandy Severance: English, Social
Studies, Journalism, NHS, Reading =
Classic, JH & HS Quiz Bowl, JH Sponsm—..
Brandon Sullivan: P.E., JH Football,
JH Boys Basketball, Asst. HS Boys
Basketball, JH Track Rt
Claire Tachovsky: Business, FBLA
JH & HS Volleyball
Angelica Tellez: ELL
Paraprofessional

Jessica Tuttle: Secretary

Bailey Velder: Paraprofessional
Sarah Vyhnalek: Paraprofessio
JH Play i
Rachel Weakland: Speech
Pathologist

Jake Wiese: Principal

During elemetary lunch, Mr, Jirsa
directs the choir as they sing Eljjah
Rock. After 6 years at DPS, Jirsa is
moving on to teach at Wilber-Clatonia.

13045 9 A4jnony|

7777711111t 5 o AN

oard Members: Matt Hansen, Carol Schnell, Mike Hatfield,
teve Vyhnalek, Kelli Schweitzer, and Shelly Lehr.
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Being in junior high brought flla lot of challenges.
Students had more homework il and responsibilities,
but they also had more opportunities to
participate in activities. “The best part about being in
seventh grade was being able to pld\ junior high sports,”

seventh grader Landon Shaw said. "Its fun to play with the
eighth graders.” '

"My favorite activity is playing in sports,” eighth grader ~ Faith Elkins Laura Garcia Kendall Kasl ~ Antonio Loarca
Hadley Brant said.

Junior high was a time of having a variety of classes. “My
favorite subject was art,” seventh grader Annaleah Tellez
said. “I liked drawing in art and making things out of clay.”

“My favorite class was social studies,” seventh grader
Brennaly Vazquez said. “I learned a lot of new things.”

They also enjoyed doing projects in a variety of classes. '
In shop the seventh graders painted wooden ducks and [P Sraen o4 ¥
the eighth graders made CO2 cars which they later raced. ¥ gt gai” & : 2
“Shop was my favorite class,” eighth grader Lindsay = Max Novak Jorge Reyes  Sierra Sherwood  Ella Vyhnalek
DelToro said. “I like how I can be creative and make cool
things.”

“l enjoyed making rockets because they were fun,”
eighth grader Antonio Loarca said. “ liked seeing how high
my rocket went in the sky.”

In social studies, the seventh graders made Across
Nebraska Projects. “I liked doing the Trip Across Nebraska
project in social studies,” seventh grader Cameron Yager
said. “It was easy planning out the trip but hard coming up
with ideas of where to go, eat, etc.”

In eighth grade, the students made their own political
parties and then ran against each other. “1 really liked
debating against my classmates,” eighth grader Blake Cemny said. “T liked
challenging others on their beliefs on different topics.”

“Iliked doing the Canyons project in English,” seventh grader Faith Sherman
said. “T liked creating the posters and coloring them.”

Jr. high also brought memorable
times. “1 liked working on our hallway
for Spirit Week. We made a lot of
memories working on it,” seventh

grader Malikhi Gooding said.

Troy Dawes Maribel Garcia Malikhi Go‘(;'ding Joshua Gordon

eighth graders show off their float. They worke d
hard to make their float look good and used a
Hawaiian theme.

In shop, seventh graders Maribel
Garcia and Kaitlyn Bolton add
the plastic opening to their piggy
bank by clamping it down.




Lindsay DelTor

. Hadley Brandt

The 7th grade class is ready to enjoy their first Spirit
Week Parade. The class worked together to decorate
the float and to bond as a class.

song and dance routine they learned in music class for ;ﬁ;

Royce Gutierrez Kadyn Kemerling the Christmas Concert.
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Annaleah Tellez Brennaly Vazquez Dominick Winter
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Decorating the hallway for Spirit
Week, eighth grader Ella Vyhnalek
creates a tornado to go with the
Wizard of Oz theme.

At the Jr. High Dance, 8th graders
Thor Nerud, Emely Morales, Lyberty
Bartlett, Sierra Sherwood, Hadley
Brandt, Faith Elkins, Ella Vyhnalek,
Kendall Kasl, & Max Novak dress up.
to dance the night away.
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JH Football. BR: Coach Brandon Sullivan, Kadyn Kemerling, Royce

Gutierrez, Antonio Loarca, Max Novak, & Coach Spencer Kotas.
MR: Laura Garcia, Erik Paiz, Landon Shaw, Jorge Reyes, Malikhi
Gooding, & Trevin Steuk. FR: Thor Nerud, Troy Dawes, Blake
Cerny, Paxton Behrens, & Bryan Martin.

Whether it was scoring a touchdown or hitting the ball over the
net, the players tried their best to improve and succeed on the
court and on the field.

The team had 15 boys and 1 girl. “I really liked playing
football. Scoring a touchdown was my favorite memory this
season,” eighth grader Laura Garcia said. “It's what my goal was
all along so to actually run the ball in was fantastic.”

Even though the junior high football team went 1-4, they
were happy for their win. “The Sterling game was my favome
game because it was the first game we won this season,”
seventh grader Troy Dawes said. “That was one of our goals, to
at least get one win, and we did.”

The coaches were happy with the effort put in by the team.
“The team was very coachable and hard working. I really
wanted the team to rely on their teammates for clean-up
tackles, and they reached their goal,” Coach Brandon Sullivan
said.

The junior high volleyball team was focused on practicing
and improving on their positions on the court, communicating
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Jump:ng high to geta better strike
angle, eighth grader Lindsay Del Toro
leaps to hit the ball over the net for a kill.

Pulling away from his Sterling opponent,
seventh grader Paxton Behrens rushes as

eighth grader Thor Nerud separates him and
NI “-1 — his offender.
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JH Volleyball. BR: Coach Claire Tachovsky, Hadley Brandt, Kendall
Kasl, Sierra Sherwood, Ella Vyhnalek, & Lindsay DelToro. FR: Faith
Elkins, Annaleah Tellez, Kaitlyn Bolton, & Brennaly Vazquez.

asa team, and hitting the ball. "I like to be active and I like playing
sports,” seventh grader Kaitlyn Bolton said. " also feel like |
improved on my serving.”

One thing that caused some frustration was not having the same
coach all of the time. Even though Claire Tachovsky was their
coach, there were games that she couldn't attend because she was
also the varsity coach so Lisa Lautzenhiser stepped up and filled in.

“It was hard to go back and forth between coaches,” eighth
grader Faith Elkins said. “You get to know how to work under one
coach, and then it changed with the next coach.”

There were some favorite games. “My favorite game was
Hampton,” eighth grader Sierra Sherwood said. “It was 18-24, and |
came in and served. I kept serving until we won the game.”

“My favorite game was Meridian,” seventh grader Brennaly
Vazquez said. “Even though we lost, I feel we really learned a lot in
that game.”

“The girls always did their best.  wanted them to learn the
rules of the game and to play well. I think they did that,” Coach
Tachovsky said. The girls ended their season with a record of 4-6.

Stretching her arm as farasshemn
seventh grader Kaitlyn Bolton jumps and
reaches to hit the ball back to keep the
ball in play with the help of eighth graders
Faith Elkins and Lindsay DelToro.



Jumping past his Hampton opponent,
eighth grader Jorge Reyes leaps high to
get in range for a clean layup.
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Improving their game and having fun was what the
junior high basketball teams were doing their best to
accomplish, whether it was shooting around at practice or
scoring in games, they made the most of their year.

Before the boys were on the court, they set goals for
themselves to complete over the season. “I like to think that 1
improved because we did better as the year went on, but that
was a team effort,” seventh grader Landon Shaw said.

The boys also showed their skills through winning
games. The favorite game of many was at the Bee
tournament where the boys went against a Lincoln team and
played them to get third place. “Going against the Lincoln
Clippers was my favorite game because it was an intense
game. In the last quarter we won by 3. It was so exciting to
pull off the win and to place in the tournament,” eighth
grader Thor Nerud said. The boys ended their season with a
record of 5-7.

The main
goal for the girls
was to always
improve. “I started
playing better
and helping my team out. | even became a better
teammate as the season went on,” eighth grader

JH Basketball. BR: Faith Elkins, Kendall Kasl, Ella Vyhnalek,
Hadley Brandt, Kaitlyn Bolton, & Coach Brandon Bruha. FR:
Maribel Garcia, Annaleah Tellez, Brennaly Vazquez, & Laura
Garcia.

Carefully deciding which play to make next,
eighth grader Faith Elkins holds onto the ball
as she tries to pass to an open teammate.
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confidence.”
“From the start to the finish, the girls
improved a lot. They started handling the ball
better and made smarter decisions out on the
floor,” Coach Brandon

to the
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Driving past his High Plains opponent, -|'°_' LIS
eighth grader Max Novak seizes the (e
opportunity to run through an opening -,;--'*':'_' '
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Kendall Kasl said.
The girls made many memories and even had before

game rituals. “One of my favorite memories was when we
were playing McCool Junction, and we almost beat them.
Mr. Kotas was coaching us,” seventh grader Kaitlyn Bolton
said. “At halftime, we were up by 5; then we started to lose
energy. Unfortunately, we lost by four points.”

“My favorite game was the Meridian game. Itwasa =
fun and exciting game,” seventh grader Maribel Garcia said.
“At the beginning of the season, I didn’t know if | wanted |
to play or not so I just decided to try something new, and |
ended up liking it.”

The girls were excited for their wins against
Hampton. “The team was so excited to win against
Hampton,” eighth grader Hadley Brandt said. “It was cool

that we did it twice, and from those wins, we gained more

and go in for a layup. IJIF-"{'J"
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Bruha said. The girls
finished off their season
at 2-8.

JH Boys Basketball. BR:
Coach Brandon Sullivan,
Landon Shaw, Thor Nerud,
Trevin Steuk, Jorge Reyes,
Max Novak, Paxton Behrens,
& Bryan Martin. FR: Dominick
Winter, Josh Gordon, Antonio
Loarca, Kadyn Kemerling, &
Royce Gutierrez.
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Getting ready to throw the shot put,
seventh grader Malikhi Gooding lowers

himself to launch it far. .

S L

Hard working, competitive, and dedicated were a few words to
describe the junior high track athletes. The athletes did their best
to improve throughout the season.

Giving it their all and working to beat PR’s helped them
improve. “We have a very dedicated team that has PR’d all year
long,” Coach Brandon Sullivan said.

“I would describe our team as very competitive. We didn't give
up. We worked hard. It was awesome,” Coach Spencer Kotas said.

For the girls, seventh grader Kaitlyn Bolton placed first in
discus at Crossroads Conference with a throw of 83's. “I was really
nervous at first, but after seeing how the other girls were throwing,
I felt pretty confident.”

Also placing first at the Crossroads Conference was eighth
grader Faith Elkins who won with the time of 17.82 in the 100 meter
hurdles. “I started out pretty well, but towards the end it got worse.
[ went into my race confident, and once I won it felt pretty good,”

Elkins said.

favorite meets.
“My favorite meet
was in McCool
Junction

because I like

the track,”

At the McCool Junction Relay Meet,
seventh grader Maribel Garcia runs
with the baton to pass it to her
teammate eighth grader Kendall Kasl
inthe 4 x 2 race.

Pictured: Javier Cornejo.

JH Track Team. BR: Malikhi Gooding, Erik Paiz, Cameron Yager,
Troy Dawes, Blake Cerny, Jorge Reyes, & Paxton Behrens. 3rd Row:
Bryan Martin, Javier Cornejo, Trevin Steuk, Antonio Loarca, Max
Novak, Kadyn Kemerling, & Landon Shaw. 2nd Row: Coach Spencer
Kotas, Sierra Sherwood, Kendall Kasl, Hadley Brandt, Ella Vyhnalek,
Faith Elkins, Kaitlyn Bolton, & Coach Brandon Sullivan. FR: Royce
Gutierrez, Brennaly Vazquez, Maribel Garcia, Annaleah Tellez, Laura
Garcia, & Josh Gordon. Not pictured: Thor Nerud.
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JH Wrestling Team: BR: Malikhi Gooding, Cameron
Yager, Erik Paiz, Bryan Martin, and Coach Chris Nelson.
FR: Brennaly Vazquez and Lindsay DelToro. Not

grader Bryan Martin pushes himself to
8 the finish line.

seventh grader Annaleah Tellez said, “and I made new friends.”

“Making new friends at the meet was good. At the Fairbury
meet we got to eat snow cones, and they tasted so good,” eighth
grader Lindsay DelToro said.

A lot of students liked the last meet at McCool Junction. “At
our last meet, my friends and I messed around, splashing water
at each other after our relays were over,” eighth grader Antonio
Loarca said.

From having only one athlete for the past two years to
having seven wrestlers, the wrestling team increased in size
and skill, which helped at practices and at meets, “There were
many new wrestlers, Because of that, there was a lot of learning
and improvements made throughout the season,” Coach Chris
Nelson said.

There were many reasons to join the wrestling program. “I
joined wrestling because I've been doing club wrestling since
third grade,” seventh grader Brennaly Vazquez
said, “and I like wrestling,”

“I liked that I got to meet new
people at the meets,” seventh grader
Erik Paiz said. “My favorite meet
was when [ placed third."

“I thought I'd try it out.
At first I didn’'t know what to expect,
but overall I liked it,” seventh grader
Cameron Yager said.

At the Dorchester Invite, seventh
grader Brennaly Vazquez uses all her
strength to pin her opponent at the
Dorchester Meet.
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junior high

Science Awards: BR: Sierra Sherwood, Ella Vyhnalek, and Troy Dawes.
MR: Joshua Gordon, Max Novak, Trevin Steuk, and Landon Shaw. FR:

Pictured: Lyberty Bartlett.

Staying up late to finish assignments or projects, finally
paid off at Honors Night. Students that improved and advanced
in academics and extracurriculars were given awards by their
teachers. 1 put a lot of work and effort into this school year and it
paid off,” seventh grader Landon Shaw said.
Teachers awarded the top students in math, science,
English, social studies, art, computer, guidance and music. The
top guidance awards went to Landon Shaw, Ella Vyhnalek, Max
. Novak, and Sierra Sherwood. Paxton Behrens, Troy Dawes, and
Kaitlyn Bolton were awarded 7th grade outstanding keyboarding
students. In Intro to Business Technology those students who
received above a 97% were Hadley Brandt, Lindsay Del Toro, Faith
Elkins, Ella Vyhnalek, Antonio Loarca, Sierra Sherwood, Max
Novak, and Kendall Kasl.

Top art students were seventh grader Kaitlyn Bolton and
eighth grader Lindsey DelToro. Top students for music included:
Troy Dawes, Maribel Garcia, Max Novak, and Ella Vyhnalek. Top
readers were Max Novak and Trevin Steuk.

Social Studies Awards: BR: Kaitlyn
Solton, Sierra Sherwood, Ella Vyhnalek,
Landon Shaw, & Troy Dawes. MR: Josh
‘Gordon, Max Novak, Trevin Steuk, &
ntonio Loarca. FR: Brennaly Vazquez,
endall Kasl, Paxton Behrens, & Thor
Nerud. Not Pictured: Annaleah Tellez,

Brennal{r Vazquez, Kendall Kasl, Paxton Behrens, and Thor Nerud. Not

Math Awards: BR: Sierra Sherwood, Ella
Vyhnalek, Landon Shaw, & Troy Dawes. MR:
Josh Gordon, Max Novak, Trevin Steuk,

& Antonio Loarca. FR: Brennaly Vazquez,

Kendall Kasl, Paxton Behrens, & Thor Nerud. '_- ; : L
Not Pictured: Lyberty Bartlett & Lindsay / -
DelToro.

English Awards: BR: Max Novak, Ella Vyhnalek, Landon
Shaw, and Trevin Steuk. FR: Brennaly Vazquez, Kendall Kasl,
Paxton Behrens, and Thor Nerud. Not Pictured: Maribel
Garcia.
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Seventh grade students who had a high NWEA Growth® ==
Progress in math included: Maribel Garcia, Landon Shaw,
Annaleah Tellez, and Faith Sherman. The top Academic
Growth medal for NWEA was given to Troy Dawes.

Eighth grade students who had high NWEA Growth |
Progress in math were Lyberty Bartlett and Blake Cerny. The |
top Academic Growth medal for NWEA was given to Laura |
Garcia.

Certificates were also awarded to those who
participated in Reading Classic, Drama, Quiz Bowl, Student
Council, Spelling Contest, and Honor Roll. “It felt good
getting rewarded for my work because I really care about all
of my grades,” eighth grader Ella Vyhnalek said.

After the awards, punch and cookies were served,
everyone went home feeling proud of all their well deserved
accomplishments. “Not only was getting my math medal
my favorite part, but also the cookies were great,” said eighth
grader Sierra Sherwood.
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Guidance/Art/Computer/Music Awards:

BR: Sierra Sherwood, Ella Vyhnalek, & Troy

Dawes. MR: Antonio Loarca, Max Novak, &

Landon Shaw. FR: Kaitlyn Bolton, Kendall

M Kasl, & Paxton Behrens. Not Pictured: Lindsay
DelToro, Maribel Garcia, Hadley Brandt, &

Faith Elkins.
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CRC Quiz Bowl Team. BR: (Competing) Ella Vyhnalek, Blake Cerny, Trevii
Steuk, Troy Dawes, Thor Nerud, & Joshua Gordon. FR: (Alternates)
Lyberty Bartlett & Kendall Kasl, Max Novak (Captain), & (Alternates)
Faith Elkins & Trevin Steuk. Not Pictured: Coach Sandy Severance.

Science Olympiad Team. BR: Thor Nerud, Hadley Brandt, Ella
Vyhnalek, Kendall Kasl, Sierra Sherwood, Troy Dawes, Blake
Cerny, & Paxton Behrens. FR: Faith Elkins, Antonio Loarca, Max
Nerud, Trevin Steuk, Landon Shaw, Malikhi Gooding, Javier
Cornejo, & Joshua Gordon. Not pictured: Coach Randy Klooz.

Competing academically gave students a chance to show off
what they had learned in the classroom and against other schools.

For the Quiz Bowl Team, students competed at the AMI Quiz
Bowl, CRC Quiz Bowl, GFWC Middle School Qz Bowl, and the
ESU#6 Middle School Qz. Bowl. ‘1 learned to give an answer
even if it's wrong,” seventh grader Troy Dawes said.

The CRC Quiz Bowl team placed third at Meridian. “It was
quite challenging but at least we won third place which was really
exciting,” eighth grader Ella Vyhnalek said.

The A team at the ESU#6 Middle School Qz. Bowl also
placed third. “Being the captain of the quiz bowl team was my
favorite part of being in quiz bowl. It was also amazing to place
third,” Captain Max Novak said.

Students also competed in the County Spelling Contest.
Kendall Kasl placed fourth and Troy Dawes placed third. “The
best part of being in the spelling bee was that I got fourth place,”
eighth grader Kendall Kasl said.

“It wasn't that hard spelling the words so I'm proud of how |

placed,” seventh grader Troy Dawes said.

Some students didn't think that they would make it to the
spelling bee. “1 was very surprised how | even got into the spelling
bee,” eighth grader Lindsay DelToro said. “I was very proud of
myself for making it in.”

Students in the Science Olympiad engaged in many events
such as Bridge Building, Catapult, Eggdrop, and Write It Do It.

“I enjoyed meeting new people while competing,” eighth grader
Sierra Sherwood said. “It made it more fun.”

“The Write It Do It was one of my favorite events to compete
in,” seventh grader Trevin Steuk said. “I wanted to give ita try so |
decided to enter, and it was fun.”

Dorchester brought back and hosted the Reading Classic.
Students read 20 books between them and competed against
Shickley. Dorchester placed 2nd. “I was glad we were able to read
and compete again,” eighth grader Max Novak said. “Even if we
only competed against one team, two teams dropped out right
before so really it was beating two teams.”

JH Quiz Bowl Team. BR: Thor Nerud, Troy Dawes,
Blake Cerny, & Ella Vyhnalek. 2nd Row: Faith
Elkins, Hadley Brandt, & Kendall Kasl. FR: Joshua
Gordon, Trevin Steuk, Max Novak, & Coach Sandy
Severance. Not Pictured: Lyberty Bartlett.
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;H Comn‘ySpeﬁng Contest. BR: Troy
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Dawes, Erik Paiz, & Trevin Steuk. FR:
Lindsay DelToro, Brennaly Vazquez,
& Kendall Kasl. Not pictured:
Sponsor Sandy Severance.

Reading Classic Team: Coach Sandy
Severance, Trevin Steuk, Maribel Garcia,
Paxton Behrens and Max Novak. The
team placed second.



in 1865 near Omaha.

In the gym, eighth grader Antonio

Loarca starts the CO2 car race and
hopes to win. The car blasts away,

leaving smoke behind.

Junior high was a time where students learned and also
had fun both inside and outside of the classroom.

In seventh grade, in shop, students learned how to use
machines and designed and created wooden ducks and their
names. ‘I learned how to use the tools in shop while I was
making my wooden duck,” seventh grader Annaleah Tellez
said.

“I enjoyed learning how to build my wooden duck and to
paint it, too,” seventh grader Brennaly Vazquez said.

In Intro to Business, they created stop motion videos. “It
looked cool when the video was put together. We decided
on what we wanted to make,” said seventh grader Maribel
Garcia. “I already knew the skills of how to do claymation,
but I still enjoyed it,” said seventh graderjoshua Gordon.

The eighth graders made COz2 cars and raced them in
the gym. “It was fun racing our CO2 cars to see who would
get first,” eighth grader Antonio Loarca said. “It was also cool
to see who could have the best
design.”

In May, the junior
high students went to the
DeSoto National Wildlife
Refuge in Missouri Valley,
lowa for a field trip.

and
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Oumdedle DeSoto National mm in Missouri Valley,
lowa, the junior high enjoy nature. The students were able to see
wildlife on the water and see relics from the Bertrand.

Exploring the DeSoto National Wildlife
Refuge , eighth graders Sierra Sherwood,
Faith Elkins, and Hadley Brandt explore the
items found on the Bertrand that went down

PROJELTS
uFIELD TRIPS

Learning more about history, the junior high explore and answer
questions about striking it rich in the gold fields and the materials
needed on a scavenger hunt at the DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge.

T

Waddling to the end, seventh graders Troy
Dawes, Javier Cornejo, Erik Paiz, Royce

Gutierrez, Faith Sherman, and Kadyn L
Kemerling race the ducks they made in shop. i=

The refuge has a part of it set up as a museum. The
steamboat, the Bertrand, went down in 1865 near Omaha on |
its way to the gold field in Montana. In 1969, they excavated |
the cargo from the vessel, and it now resides at the refuge.

“I liked seeing the ammunition they used in the Civil War,”
eighth grader Blake Cerny said.

“I liked seeing the rubber raincoat,” eighth grader
Sierra Sherwood said. “I imagine that it would be heavy.”

When they headed inside the museum, they learned
more about history by doing a scavenger hunt with
partners. “Getting to learn more about the history of settlers
while searching for answers was something that I enjoyed,”
eighth grader Laura Garcia said.

They also looked out at the wildlife in the viewing area.
“Watching the animals was interesting,” eighth grader
Lyberty Bartlett said. “I liked watching the turtles on the
logs and the goose which was sitting on her eggs.
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After the Schwan's driver comes to, Mrs. Barge
(Ella Vyhnalek ) begins to determine that the
Schwan's driver (Hadley Brandt) was really a

After playing chess, the maid (Mya
Mahlin) cleans up the mess that Randy
(Max Novak) made because he didn't like
that Carl (Troy Dawes) won.

At the Wolvesmede manor, mysteries were everywhere. For
example, why was a Schawn’s ice cream driver making rounds on
such a miserable night... and what happened to the maid?

The play was full of quick-witted humor, suspense, mystery,
and surprise. The curse of Wolvesmede was always in the back
of every character’s mind. Was all of the bad luck because of the
curse or was it just a bad gene pool? Randy (Max Novak) thought
it was the bad gene pool, while Carl (Troy Dawes) was sure it was
the curse. “It was fun to banter back and forth over who was right,”
eighth grader Max Novak said. “I still say it was the bad gene
pool.”

The cast really put their all into it, with every character
shining strong, adding a new level of intrigue. Accident-prone
Cornelia (Kendall Kasl) often caused a stir in the Von Ominous
household. Consistently spilling her hot coffee and “stealthily”
adjusting her gaudy wig, she never failed to tell others about her
father, Horatio Von Ominous, the inventor and writer of warning
labels.

on the challenge. “I

felt lucky to receive 01'
the part that I did,” said
seventh grader Troy fhe
Dawes. “It was my first

While some students -
had already been a part : A A
of the play, some of the e =
newer members took S o0t : 5o

JH Play. BR: Director Mrs. Sarah Vyhnalek, Hadley Brandt, Kendall
Kasl, Ella Vyhnalek, Troy Dawes, Myles Vyhnalek, and Amber Kotas
(HS Mentor). FR: Owen Vyhnalek (HS Mentor), Max Novak, Johnathan
Ward, Joshua Gordon, Mya Mahlin, Andrea Pavlish (HS Mentor), and
Director Mrs. Karma Ridpath.

detective and not a Schwan's driver at all.

Catching everyone off guard, the maid
(Mya Mabhlin) ties up the cast (Myles
Vyhnalek, Johnathan Ward, Troy Dawes,
and Max Novak) and reveals that you can't
trust the maid, and that it was a bad gene
pool.

5
year, but Mrs. Ridpath trusted me.”

Each scene was unique, exciting, and the cast enjoyed
performing them. “My favorite scene was hiding the Schwan’s
driver,” sixth grader Myles Vyhnalek said. “When the
audience finally finds out the reason, it turns out to have been
because she had a hammer hit her in the head.”

Though it was fun, and had lots of delightful moments,
there were a few bumps in the road such as the lack of crew
members. “My least favorite part of being in the play was bein;
the only one in the crew,” seventh grader Joshua Gordon said.
“I had to do a lot of stuff because it was just me until the high
school students stepped in at the end and help me a lot.”

“Before school practices were one of my least favorite parts,
eighth grader Kendall Kasl said. “It’s hard to get up that early.”

Despite this and other bumps throughout the makings
of the play, the junior high managed to pull through with a
magnificent performance.

“I continue to think this is an excellent
opportunity for students
to try out drama, and they
did an excellent job,”
Director
Karma
Ridpath said.

e

Preparing coffee and cookies, Cornelia (Kendall Kasl) and Mrs.
Barge (Ella Vyhnalek) set the table for Clark (Myles Vyhnalek) and
Russell (Johnathan Ward) as they discuss the strange happenings
at Wolvesmede.



6th Grade
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there was one word to

e 13 A describe the sixth grade [lclass, it would
Jennifer Acosta Juan Armas be fun. “My teachers try their best
to still let us have fun,” Jennifer

Acosta said. “Even if we're learning, they add
interesting activities to make it engaging.”

Each child had a subject that they enjoyed. “My
favorite subject was math,” Brenden Bergmeyer
said, “because it comes easier to me.”

“My favorite subject was reading,” Araceli
Garcia said. “It was easy, and we did fun activities.”

There were also subjects that students disliked.
“My least favorite subject was math.” Braxton June
said. “I'm just not good at it.”

“P.E. was my least favorite subject,” said
Grayson Leavitt. “I'm not an active person.”

In class, activities or projects were common.
Reading added more novel studies. Between
reading and WIN, the students read eight novels,
| ) and some even read nine with an optional book.

P “I really liked reading all of the novels,” Ingrid

. Gozales said. “Mrs. Ridpath, our reading teacher,
hsrace) e 3 : L really challenged us to increase our reading skills.”
Owen Hamilton  Braxton June Grayson Leavitt  Jemerson Lopez Students also worked on learning vocabulary.
“We reviewed vocabulary as a
class,” Mya Mahlin said. “Then
everyone knew what was going
on.”

Social studies had many fun
projects. “The Social Studies
Olympics was really fun,”
Hunter Sherwood said. “I like
that it had sports as well as
social studies.”

They concluded the year
with a field trip with the 4th
and sth graders to Pioneer’s
Park in Lincoln, as well as the
Saline County Museum in
Dorchester. “It was fun to see
Pioneers Park and to to be able
to run around the park, t00,”
Payton Zoubek said.

Brenden Bergmeyer Justin Blanco ~ Araceli Garcia  Ingrid Gonzales

Marlea Vernon
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Myles Vyhnalek }ohnathan Ward Broden Wh:tney Paytcm Zoubek  Mr. Brian Rut

Tossing rings at the Working on a watercolor

Elementary Carnival, project, Grayson Leavitt

Braxton June tries to admires Jenny Acosta's
painting.

win a prize.
-
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Dacoda Bartlett

Between field trips and
classroom activities, the students
learned many new things.

Both classes were busy with projects,

especially in social studies and science [l classes. “I love

doing the projects. It's more fun to do hands-on

activities than to just read a book,” said |l fifth grader

Harrison Vyhnalek. - CEICRT HETPT
Loud, enthusiastic, and energetic e T Mahayla Hetrick  David Loarca Miguel Loarca  Darian Ramos

words to that described the fourth grade class, but they
kept busy learning. For the 100th day of school, they
built towers made of 100 popcorn kernels and toothpicks.
“Eating the popcorn at the end was my favorite part of the
day,” fourth grader Ila Von Busch said.

“The fifth graders are energetic, loud, and were a
unique class,” fifth grade teacher Mr. Brent Zoubek said.

The fifth grade were also busy. This was the first year
that students could compete in the County Spelling
Contest. “My favorite part was the spelling part of the
contest,” David Loarca said. “Some of the words were
hard, but I did my best.”

Students also had made many accomplishments. “The
best thing that | accomplished was reading books and
going to school,” fifth grader Alexa Reyes said.

“1 got the chance to make my handwriting better as a
fifth grader,” Edgar Tercero said.

t“'r ;,i _' '*‘_ H

class, I looked for other books that were similar.”

The classes also took many field trips. The fourth grade
took a trip to Beatrice for Pioneer Day to learn what life was like during
homesteading. They learned the hardships that the Oregon trail pioneers
went through. There, they learned how to wash cloths, make corn husk dolls
and candles, sew, shuck corn, and cut wood. “We went on a wagon train ride,
and we also picked corn,” lan Turquiz said.

The 4th and 5th (and 6th) grades also
took a field trip in May to the Saline
County Museum and Pioneers Park. “It
was fun to see things that we've been
learning about all year,” fifth grader
Aleah Wendelin said.

One popular activity was reading the book Holes by - e |
Louis Sachar in fifth grade. “1 like to read books similar to L ' R ‘f | s . A ¢
the book Holes,” Miguel Loarca said. “After we read it in Miguel Gonzalez Adesyn Kemerling Jaxson Nerud Danica Ogundipe

=,

Dawes, & Darian Ramos are amazed by Mr.
Zoubek making the mini volcano erupt by
using just a few chemica

Making projects in social
studies, 5th graders Conner
Shaw and Alexa Reyes show
their American Revolution
dioramas to the class.




Embry Brandt Shane Dawes Estela Garcia
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Alexa Reyes Conner Shaw Boone Smith Xavier Smith

In fifth grade social studies, Boone Smith, Bethany
Vazquez, David Loarca, & Shane Dawes play board
games that they made about the silk road and trading
empires in Asia & Europe.

4th
Grade

s
P J {

Mr. Brent Znul}lck
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Learning about famous people was fun for the fourth
graders. They made bottle biographies to represent

famous Nebraskans like Bob Devaney, Solomon Butcher, =
and Crazy Horse.
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Ila Von Busch A]ah Wnde]in

In science, the
fourth graders
learn about
elevation and
motion to see how
far the toy cars go
according to the
ramp’s height.

—

Celebrating 100 days of school, 4th Grader Isaac
Steuk builds a popcorn tower using 100 pieces
of popcorn and sets a new 4th grade record.
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3rd
Grade

Rhett Elkins

Amelia Pracheil

Hunter Havlat  Ryan Killinger Lennon Kohout

Sullivan Smith Brayden Vazquez Quinn Vrtiska

Madelyn Lopez ~ Sawyer Nerud

2nd
Grade

g

During the embryology unit for both
3rd and 2nd graders, second graders
Lennon Kohout, Raelyn Neeman, and
Steven Garcia take turns holding the
newborn baby chick. *I love holding
the baby chicks,” Neeman said. *“You =T
have to hold them very carefully.” 5

ing 100 days of school,
the third grade class needed to
use 100 items with a variety
« Of materials such as cotton
balls, Fruit Loops and other
household items to create their
masterpieces.
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Helpful, kind, and social were a few words to describe
the second and third graders. “They have wonderful
hearts and have grown as readers,” second grade
teacher Mrs. Lisa Lautzenhiser said. “Their growth by
the end of the year is amazing.”

“I love that my students are always eager to learn,”
third grade teacher Mrs. Brenda Nerud said. “They
;¥ can work independently but still need my help.”

. ! The srudsims were excited to learn. “I like to learn
Raqgm Hosilae Svlas Sladek Everlv Smith abm:il r]u.-n:,‘ lhlrglgmfifr Hunter Havlar said, “so 1
’ / can do harder problems.

“I really want to get good at reading because I want
to become a better reader,” second grader Grayden
Easley said.

Besides learning, they enjoyed spending time at
recess. “My favorite thing about recess is 4-square | =
because you can be king,” second grader Raelyn | =
Neeman said. ;

There also had many classroom holiday parties.
“My favorite holiday classroom party was Christmas,” £
third grader Lennon Kohout said, “because we got a
book, a blanket, and we ate delicious snacks.”

“Halloween was my favorite classroom
because we wore costumes,” second grader Hank
Willison said. -

They also enjoyed Field Day where they ran,
jumped, and played games. “My favorite part of the
Field Day was the tug-of-war,” second grader Steven

l Garcia said. “We like to play boys versus girls.” |
—— e “Hurdles was my favorite Field Day activity;” third
Dalzy Magana Raelyn Neeman  Karson Palky  Chloe Schweitzer grader Annsley Albracht said, “because you try to go
as fast as you can.”
- ” For their field trip, the classes went to Morrill Hall and the Audubon.
“My favorite partofthe field trip was Morrill Hall,” third grader Aubrianna
Brown said. “It was cool to see lots of extinct animals and bones.”

“I really liked visiting the Audubon because we went fishing,” second
grader Kaleb Fuller said.

¥ Daniel Garcia J\’idﬂh]'l‘\(‘!l,l\ldj\('ln

Bubrey PI':ICI-'IL‘”.

alie Agler Eletta Anderqen Ina Mae Andersen Elias Baut-'ista

On Grandparents' Day, third
s grader Brayden Vazquez and
r his grandmother are taking
pictures while spending this
heartwarming time together.

Dr.Suess's Birthday Party, the second grade
lass gather around the hat-shaped cupcakes that
present Suess's The Cat in the Hat.
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Gianna Albracht

Energetic, social, llw | @ mannered and
sweet were just a lfew words to describe the
kindergartenland  first ade classes. The
kindergartners @focused on |l learning number
sense, letters Mand  their B sounds. They also

had a fun time learning how to add and
subtract. “Adding and subtracting was fun. I like counting
numbers,” first grader Elijah Pracheil said.

First grade focused on learning short and long vowels,
telling time, and graphing data. “My favorite subject is
science because we do fun projects,” first grader Devanie
Warning said.

“I really had fun doing the cloud project. I thought it
was very cool,” first grader Soren Ogundipe said.

The students hag-rman}r opportunities to learn. “My
favorite thing at school was art. Playing with the clay
was really fun; I liked the feeling,” kindergartner lan
i i TR in PE. “I liked p g

oth grades like aying games in P.E. "I like
bowling i%l PE. It was ftll)n t)o k%ogck the pins down,” first ' R Sg(—)a
grader Audric Thalken said. Some other favorite games ~ Madisyn Steuk Isaac Tercero
were sharks and minnows and dead-in-line tag.

At the beginning of the year, the kindergarten class
gent to the Roca Berry Fa!:rn for}? ﬁ];sld tFip. "] lot of kids

on't get to experience this with their families so its a -~

fun ef riencg‘for them,” kindergarten teacher Bailey Klndel”gﬂl Ieﬂ
Schindler said.

In May, the kindergartners went to the local splash
pad for their end-of-the-year field tri}). “1liked the splash

ad because we could get wet, cool off, and play with
E’iends,“ kindergartner Ester Loarca said.

The first grade class also went to the Hastings Museum. They learned
about the invention of Kool-Aid and looked at the museum’ exhibits.
“Making Kool-Aid was really fun,” first grader Natalia Vazquez said. -

“It was cool to see how Kool Aid changed from a long time agountil ' S8 s L
now,” first grader Bernyce Vazquez said. i 2 e &

The students also participated in field day in May. “I ran super fast *"*25%a5=
to win my races. | liked going against my classmates and winning,”
kindergartner Carlos Avila sai

t § e {
Jesse DelToro  Angel Gonzalez  Isaiah Havlat  Soren Ogundipe

Audric Thalken  Ezra Thalkenlll

Getting into the Christmas spirit,
first grade teacher Mrs. Amanda
Clouse helps first grader Easton

Palky make a gingerbread house.

Celebrating Dr. Suess's Birthday, th
kindergarten show off their Cat in the Hat hz

and enjoy red and white cupcakes that
shaped like
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Elijah Pracheil ~ Loren Pracheil  Alex Rodriguez

Enjoying their field trip, the first
grade class gather around the Kool-
Aid Man Statue at the entrance to
the Hastings Museum. The students
enjoyed the day by learning about
how Kooll-Aid was started by a man ] ST
from Hastings, Nebraska, Edwin o
Perkins. _
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Bernyce Vazquez  Natalia Vazquez Devanie Warning Mrs. Amanda Clouse

| Allison Turquiz

David Tercero
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Lainey Warning Mrs. Bailey Schindler | WS  Celebrating 100 days of school, first

grader Kyra Barley counts the cereal
Learning to to make it to 100.
kindergartners, lan B
Andersen, Hayden =
Havlat, and Lainey
Warning build
with blocks during
play time.




Stacking Play-Doh, Mrs. Amanda Easley and afternoon Afternoon Preschool Graduation. BR: Joseph Gutierrez, Wyatt Brown, Gavin
preschooler Joseph Gutierrez work together to stack them Hansen, Wilder Thalken, Jayzen Winter, and Cooper Busboom. FR: Zayd
high. Mrs. Easley helped in the afternoon class. Hitchins, Olivia Loarca, Hollis Kohout, Aubree Palky, and Kyler Neeman.

LY -

\
Waylon Olson  Colsen Pracheil L\ dia Prachul Jade Railsback Exander Ruiz

Marilyn Ryker Noonan
Magana-Hanson !

Cn-uper Busboom Joseph Gutierrez Gavin Hansen  Zayd Hitchins Holhs Kohout

Enjoying the slide, morning
preschoolers BR: Exander Ruiz,
Waylon Olson, & James Havlat;

3rd Row Marilyn Magana-Hanson

& Emerson Scott; 2nd Row: Jade
Railsback, Lydia Pracheil, & Brooks
Barlow. FR: Colsen Pracheil, Landry
Easley, & Ryker Noonan play outside

with blocks, morning
for recess.

preschooler Landry Easley builds a
tower and tries not to knock it over as
he continues to add more blocks.
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N v Sitting comfortably, afternoon
° preschooler Wyatt Brown finds a
v great spotto read his book.



Morning
Preschool

Energetic, kind, and hard workmg were -all
ways to describe the preschool classes.

The preschool classes were split into ®t w o
classes, moming and afternoon. The moming class
(three-year-olds) learned about days of the week, hatching
buttertlies, and colors. “The morning group is fun,
energetic, creative, and wants to learn,” preschool para
Dawn Persing said. “They are always full of questions |
about everything,”

The afternoon preschoolers (four-year-olds) learned .
about space, music, and doing crafts each week. “My |
favorite part of preschool is doing crafts,” afternoon £
preschooler Hollis Kohout said. “I can give them to my P
mom.” i}

The preschool class had a dramatic play area where =
they could play house or dress up, They also had many =
different themes. “The best part of preschool is playing
with dollies,” moming preschooler Marliyn Magana-
Hanson said. “1 get todress them up.” .

Some loved going outside of the classroom. “T liked
* going outside,” morning preschooler Brooks Barlow said.
“My mom got me Spiderman mittens so I can show them
oft”

“Ilike going to the gym when it’s cold outside,” afternoon
preschooler Cooper Busboom said. “We played tag in the
gym, which is fun.”

The preschoolers were mme and VE'.I’Y mqwstt:rw:
about new things. The moming
playingin the blockeenten [hkean and mormng
: preschooler Emerson Scott said. “I can be creative.”

P) s osonaeee  Theafternoon class loved playing with each otherand
Aubree Palky ~ Wilder Thalken learning new things. I like playing with my friends,”

Sl o aﬁmoonpxes&oolerZaydl—htchmsmd."Ihhepla)nng
'I‘ B new gameswith them.”

Landry Easley Bennett Gallagher James Havlat

Afternoon
Preschool

Emerson Scott

; Kyler- Neeman

“Ilike playing Legos with myﬁ1ends. the afternoon preschooler Gavin
Hansen said. “Its fun to build
“They are fun to teach,” | teacher Robin Musil said. “T love it

when they get excited when they learn something new.”

Holding up a camera, morning
preschooler Lydia Pracheil
pretends to be a photographer.

9pDJY pug/pig

‘;,* Q: Whatdo you
-%. want to be when
v Yougrow up?

in ﬁumm area, morning pmschoalers

Marilyn Magana-Hanson, Landry Easley, Lydia.
Pracheil, and Jade Railsback dress up in fun ways.

Q: What do vou
want to be when
you grow up?
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really liked se mlms, junior Angelina Cornejo
said. “It was teallyprelty

Some students went on career-s c field trips.

% Seniors Israel Cornejo and Jacob Hatfield went to
Horizontal Boring in Exeter to partlcnpate in welding,
tunneling, and other job-related activities. “I really liked
what they do there,” Cornejo said.

Others went to Careers in Healthcare Day at SCC. “1
never thought about doing healthcare until I went,” senior
Ashton Jirsas said.

ee seniors (Victoria Leavitt, Amber Kotas, and Hailey

Schweltzer) Tefteadl@dhoBa® and were awarded the NSAA

Currency Believers and Achievers Award. Schweitzer o =

’ also was a finalist, one of 48. “I was surprised to make . '

. Dad Aml'rway
Jator made
[ i]"lt()them”

el
b

itto finals,” said Schweitzer, “but I was happy that my
mvolvem entand my academic success were rewarded.”
icy Alcaide and junior Gabby Theis “Rafiseil
ineBaw artistically by placing first and third in the Hope
ontest. “I was glad that my art could be used for
agreat cause,” Alcaide said.
Studentsin many ways chose to “Rafiss@ieBar®and put
themselvesat the top of the class academically and with

continued successes.
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For Spanish J Working to Wearing drunk
ciass\fﬁmiof ; start an art goggles, senior
Andrea project, senior . Quinn Kasl
Pavlish uses Suyapa Arm : ~completes
the science sk} uses a bl several activities,
e classroom Hl‘-“' dryer to hurry § including a
to make up the drying paper maze
chocolate chip process on of a brain. “It
pancakes for the canvas so " was really hard
her class to - she can start do with the
enjoy. - painting on it. ®x goggles,™
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With sparks flying 'Senior
Israel Cornejo feeds copper
wire through the gun to weld in
shop class. Hands-on learning
was a favorite for many

/ students.
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A new law brought new students. The
law, LB 705, allowed homeschooled
students to participate in activities if
they took five credit hours a semester of
coursework, which equaled one class a
semester.

Two students took advantage of this
law change, freshman Tessa Martin
and her brother eighth grader Bryan
Martin. “My favorite part of being
allowed to participate is meeting new
people and making friends,” Tessa said.

Tessa participated in choir, took the
freshmen computer class, Information
Technology, and was in the musical. “I
really like to sing so it was important
that I get to be in choir,” Tessa said. “It’s
a lot better to be able to sing with a full
choir so I'm glad I have the opportunity
to do that.”

Her brother, Bryan, enjoyed sports
and was in all junior high sports
including football, basketball, wrestling,
and track. “It was great to play in all of
the sports,” Bryan said. “I especially
liked it when I made a touchdown in
football.”

Bryan also took the computer class
for junior high students and was in
junior high music and junior high shop

b SCRO0
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classes. “It was really fun to make CO2
cars and then race them,” Bryan said.
“There were some really cool cars, and
it was exciting to see whose car would
win.”

Not only did the homeschooled
students benefit from the change, but
also the activities they participated in.
“I think both have been a great addition
to the vocal program,” music teacher,
Steve Jirsa said. It's always great to add
more voices.”

“Bryan was also a great addition to
the athletic programs,” the junior high
football, boys basketball, and track
coach, Mr. Sullivan said. “He really was
an asset to the teams.”

The new law offered more
opportunities to students and gave
students a chance to make friends along
the way. “I'm really glad we've chosen to
come to Dorchester,” Bryan said. “The
kids have been great, and I've loved
being involved in what I love to do.”

This new law presented much more
than extra classes, or the opportunity
for free extracurricular activities, it gave
students the chance to make friends,
learn new things, and be a part of
something that they couldn’t before.

Using an iPad to control the motions,
freshman Tessa Martin maneuvers her robot
down the track.

Measuring out the glue carefully, freshman
Lily Lehr gathers the ingredients needed to
make slime in biclogy.




Blowing on a flaming

marshmallow, oo
freshmen Jonathan : Et
Hernandez and Livia ey

about the differences
between physical and
chemical changes.

@
Schweitzer learn €
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Filling in the outlines, :
junior Atley Zoubek
colors in bubbled
letters for her
historical figure
poster in English 11.

pooy

Working
carefully,
junior Ariana
Tellez and Cutting the
Angelina T cardboard,
. Cornejo spin juniors Gabby
the rotor Theis, Owen

S21W2

to create Vyhnalek,

electricity and senior

in gener; Owen Real

science plan out their
cardboard

trenches to
simulate Wwi
trenches in
American
History.

Watching;
— his|Rube
Gi?ldbéu'-'g?-

machine



Drawing in
abstract
ways,
sophomore
Micaela
Loarca tries
to recreate
an old
drawing of
symbols that
represented
animals from
the pastin
the cave
dwelling art
unit.

Carefully putting
in the nails for

the foundation,
senior Victor Lopez
assists in building a
shed while in shop
class.

Choosing which
colors to blend,
senior Dusty Banks
paints a pig on

a canvas for art
class.

Taping the
cardboard to make
a trench, juniors
Andrea Pavlish, !
Mackenzie Luzum,
and Baylor Behrens
create cover for
ir WwWi trench s
&ar& simulation
Al ,i;g;@merican
~ history.

“ainting (over;
Sketched|lines

junior Angelina
Cornejo paintsacar
on the wall of the
art roof.



Showing her examples of what to write,
junior Baylor Behrens helps second grader
¥enzi Schweitzer fill out her Veterans Day
card.

=

Holidays are important to celebrate, and
Veterans Day was no different. Veterans
Day was a day to recognize all of the
accomplishments and hardships that
veterans had to go through and honor
them for their service to our country. “I
think Veterans Day is good because it
allows us to make them feel appreciated
for what they have done,” sophomore
Adrian Alcaide said.

However, many people such as the
younger generations aren’t as informed
when it comes to understanding why
Veterans Day is celebrated in the first
place so it was important to understand
the reasons for Veterans Day and to
appreciate veterans.

Before the Veterans Day program,
Veterans also had the chance to mingle
ith high school students who enjoyed
asking them questions and hearing
stories of the time each served.

el really enjoyed talking to the
veterans, sophomore Bailey Theis said.

'In some ways | can’t even imagine what
they experienced. It’s great to hear their

DEAR VETERANS,

e || FUBINIK VU

stories. It made my heart fill with joy as |
listened to them. Just knowing that they
have someone to share their stories with
made them proud and happy that a new
generation cares,”

“I think it’s important to honor our
veterans because if we didn't show our
appreciation, some people wouldn't
understand how big of a sacrifice that all
veterans went through and leave them
oblivious as to why we celebrate Veterans
Day,” senior Amber Kotas said.

Another way to appreciate veterans
was by taking care of their needs. The
FBLA provided veterans with food and
drinks before the ceremony. ‘I helped by
handing out coffee and cinnamon rolls to
them,” junior Atley Zoubek said. “They
were very appreciative.”

A way to honor veterans was as
simple as writing a card, which all of
the students did during Longhorn
Lineup in November. Longhorn Lineup
was a monthly gathering of students
from various ages who met in groups
of approximately eight students and a
teacher to learn how to be better people
and citizens and to do activities to help
others.

The meaningful thoughts and gratitude

‘shared could mean a lot to veterans. “1

£ A
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service,” junior AyLynn Schwisow said.

“I also thanked those in my family
who were serving or had already
served our country,”

“We made cards with the younger
kids and sent them out to local
veterans,” sophomore Caden Axline
said. “I think it will really mean a lot
to them because of how many people
and children are participating.”

Other ways that gratitude was
shown to our veterans was the
bestowing of the Quilt of Valor, which
is a symbol of thanks, solace, and
remembrance given to veterans for
putting themselves in harm’s way to
protect our lives and freedoms. “It’s
really cool when they do the Quilt of
Valor ceremony during our Veterans
Day program,” freshman Jace Yager
said. “You can tell how much it means
to them and their families.”

Overall, Veterans Day was a time
to admire and honor the veterans
for all that they have done for us. It
was also a time for grieving as we
can remember all of those in the
military that sacrificed their lives for
us. “I really like that we honor our
veterans,” freshman Briana Tellez.
“Their sacrifice is important to never
forget.”
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Speech Team: BR: Andrea Pavlish, Ashton
Jirsa, and Coach Karen Hrdlicka. FR: Megan
Gordon, Victoria Leavitt, Baylor Behrens, and
Kayli Carey.
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Competing academically may seem like
an oxymoron, ; however, students in
Speech, Quiz Bowl, and One Act showed
that they could do it well.

The Quiz Bowl team participated
in many competitions, including the
Women's Quiz Bowl, CRC Quiz Bowl, ESU
#6 Quiz Bowl, Central City Quiz Bowl,
and the Underclassmen Quiz Bowl. “My
favorite quiz bowl was the Women's Quiz
Bowl,” senior Victoria Leavitt said. “Mostly
because we got first, and it felt good to win
rounds consecutively.”

At the Women's Quiz Bowl, Team A
(Andrea Pavlish, Victoria Leavitt, Gabby
Theis, and Amber Kotas) placed first
after a tie-breaking final question. “It was
nerve-wracking buzzing in for that last
question,” Captain Andrea Pavlish said. “I
knew if I got the question wrong, I would
feel guilty for the rest of the afternoon.”

At CRC, Team A (Andrea Pavlish,
Victoria Leavitt, Ashton Jirsa, Gabby
Theis, Bailey Theis, Baylor Behrens, and
Owen Vyhnalek) placed third. “I was
happy to learn that we made it to to at
least third,” senior Ashton Jirsa said. “It
was really close so we weren't far from
bringing home second.”

For the first time, the team attended the
Central City Quiz Bowl and played against
schools of all sizes. “Our last round, we

; GLASS OO

played against Seward A,” junior Gabby
Theis said. “Their captain probably
could’ve beat all of us by himself.”

The One Act performed The A1 Play by
Don Zolidis, a story of a graduating senior
(Amber Kotas) who used A.L to write her
forgotten paper for class. To her shock,
her teacher finds her essay exceptional
and sends her off to a fancy school where
it turns out all of the students have also
used A.L After finding out they are all in
a giant plot by A.L to study humans and
take over the world, the group attempts to
escape by using their limited social skills.
“My favorite scene is where | jumped over
the wall like a spy,” sophomore Bailey
Theis said. “1 tripped and fell muiuple
times during practice and couldn't stop
laughing.”

At Districts in Pawnee City, One Act
placed eighth. “T was upset we didn’t
place any higher,” senior Amber Kotas
said, “especially considering how hard
we worked.” Ashton Jirsa, Amber Kotas,
Kayli Carey, Owen Vyhnalek, and Andrea
Pavlish received Outstanding Performance
Awards.

At CRC, the One Act team placed
third against half of the conference.
Ashton Jirsa, Amber Kotas, and Owen
Vyhnalek received Best Acting Awards.
“Even though we were up early to be able

Plotting their
escape, Bobbi Jo
(BalleyTh is), Ryder
Owen Vyhnalek),

to compete first, I still feel like we were
as energetic and motivated as always,”
freshman Emilia Perez said.

Early in the second semester, the speech
team made its debut. The team grew
to its largest size since 2016, competing
at Shelby-Rising City, Meridian, David
City, McCool Junction, and Districts in
Humboldt-Table Rock-Steinauer. “I joined
speech because I wanted to improve my
speaking skills,” junior Baylor Behrens
said.

Even though no one made it to State,
nearly all of the speech team finaled in
at least one event. “At my very first meet |
finaled in Novice Persuasive,” sophomore
Megan Gordon said. “I was so shocked
to see my name when they revealed the
paper of finalists.”

In each activity, not only was there
expansion by numbers, but also
expansion by skills. “I was worried the
first few weeks when we were slow to get
off the books in One Act,” junior Ariana
Tellez said, “but then we pulled it together
and all was good.”




_ Quiz Bowl: BR: Bailey

Theis, Amber Kotas,
Owen Vyhnalek,
Ashton Jirsa, &
Andrea Pavlish. MR:
Hailey Schweitzer,
Victoria Leavitt, Lily
Lehr, Addison Lehr,
Colton Harrison, &
Baylor Behrens. FR:
Quinn Kasl, Megan
Gordon, Coach Sandy
Severance, Madison
Theis, & Gabby Theis.

Excited that their daughter Eleanor (Amber Kotas)
One Act : BR: Bailey got into the special genius school, Mom (Emilia
Theis, Andrea Perez) and Dad (Ashton Jirsa) praise their previously
Pavlish, Amber disappointing daughter for her good work.
Kotas, Owen
Vyhnalek, Ashton Being a
Jirsa, Victoria good friend,
Leavitt, & Director Tay (Kayli
Karen Hrdlicka. FR: Carey)
Director Steve Jirsa, reassures
Megan Gordon, her best
Michael Maldonado, ' friend
Emilia Perez, Kayli Eleanor
Carey, Briana Tellez, (Amber
Mitzu Real, & Ariana Kotas) that
Tellez. she can get
her essay
done by
midnight
for English
class.
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Making sure
the students
don't
escape from
the school,
the guards
(Briana
Tellez and
Mitzu Real)
tell the
students to

/Administrator,
MissgTerriAVictorial
eavitt R
Sleanor (Amber
Kotas) through
the special geni




Bracticingialsongiforithel
SEm Ry senior Quinn Kasl
and sophomore Bailey Theis
march in unison as they play
their trombones in front of the
school.
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All dressed in green, BR: Caden Axline, Andrea
Pavlish, Amber Kotas, Chase Tachovsky, Owen
Vyhnalek, Baylor Behrens, Mackenzie Luzum, &
Hailey Schweitzer. FR: Addison Lehr, Kayli Carey,
Atley Zoubek, Quinn Kasl, & Gabby Theis for
Going Green Day to gain points for SLC.
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H elping others and enhancing the

community was a focus for the
FBLA.

Members helped host the annual
trunk-or-treat by dressing up and
passing out candy, but instead of using
vehicles, they used tables in the back
gym due to the weather. “My favorite
activity was trunk or treat,” senior
Hailey Schweitzer said. “Seeing the
kids in their costumes was fun.”

In October, they hosted the Red
Cross blood drive. “I helped by
scanning ID’s into the system to
confirm their appointment,” junior
AyLynn Schwisow said. “I also donated
blood.”

At the Veteran's Day program, they
handed out breakfast to the veterans.
In addition, they also helped promote
being environmentally friendly
by wearing green to school during
Going Green Day. “It was cool to see
everyone wearing the colors to support
the environment,” freshman Livia
Schweitzer said.

Before winter break, the chapter

volunteered at Morning with Santa
where members helped kids create
seasonal crafts, handed out goody-
bags, and put on temporary tattoos.
“I helped at Morning with Santaby
helping the kids make crafts,” junior
Atley Zoubek said.

Once spring hit, they prepared to

compete at State Leadership Conference,
SLC, in Kearney. There were tests that
were needed to be studied for, projects
that needed to get done, and speeches
that had to be practiced. “I was entered
in Personal Finance, Agribusiness, and
Organizational Leadership,” senior
Amber Kotas said. “I was also a delegate
for Dorchester, which I thought was
pretty cool.”

At the end of the year, they went
on their first field trip to the Farmer's
Cooperative to learn about how each
department in the business worked
together to make things run smoothly.
“I thought that taking a field trip to
the Farmer's Cooperative was very
interesting,” junior Mackenzie Luzum
said. “It’s pretry cool how such a big
business can run so well in such a small
town.”

Waiting for customers,
seniors Jacob Hatfield,
Makayla Schlueter and
Stephanie Korinek hand out
candy at their Starbucks-
themed table for Trunk-or-
Treat.

State FBLA. BR: Kayli
Carey, Addison Lehr, Caden
Axline, Owen Vyhnalek,
Amber Kotas, Lily Lehr,
Chase Tachovsky, & Andrea
Pavlish. FR: Quinn Kasl,

At their shark-themed table, sophomore

Chase Tachovsky, freshmen Lily Lehr, Livia
Schweitzer, & Jace Yager wear silly glasses
and hand out ocean-themed candy.

Livia Schweitzer, Gabby
Theis, Atley Zoubek, Baylor
Behrens, Hailey Schweitzer,
& Mackenzie Luzum show
off their awards.

Ca2a88Y THEIS, STLEY ZOULIBE
& BayYLOR BEHRENS
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After giving blood at the blood drive, junior AyLynn
" Schwisow picks out a free T-shirt. Schwisow also helped
Pouring apple ciderjintola work at the blood drive.
cup, Zoubek .
Efifinks and
Jeterans
eterans Day

Gathered around the Clauses,
BR: Kayli Carey, Lily Lehr,
Chase Tachovsky, Livia
Schweitzer, Baylor Behrens,
Hailey Schweitzer, Caden
Axline, & Owen Vyhnalek,

FR: Amber Kotas & Addison
Lehr spend a morning
volunteering at Morning with
Santa.
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FBLA. BR: Lily Lehr, Andrea Pavlish, Jacob Hatfield, Owen
Vyhnalek, Amber Kotas, Chase Tachovsky, & Bailey Theis. MR:
Kayli Carey, Atley Zoubek, Stephanie Korinek, Jace Yager, Addison
Lehr, Baylor Behrens, Makayla Schlueter, & Caden Axline. FR:
Sponsor Cassidy Bruha, Mackenzie Luzum, Gabby Theis, Livia
Schweitzer, Hailey Schweitzer, Quinn Kasl, & Mitzu Real. Not
Pictured: Sponsor Claire Tachovsky, & AyLynn Schwisow.




Severely unimpressed,
the evil stepmother,
(Megan Gordon), and
stepsisters, (Jennifer
Acosta and Grayson
Leavitt), scoff at
Cinderella (Amber
Kotas) who is unfit for
the festival.

Clinging to each other in
fear, the baker, (Ashton
Jirsa) and the baker's
wife (Kayli Carey) scoot
away from the witch
(Andrea Pavlish).

Musical Cast & Crew. BR: Director Steve Jirsa, Ella Vyhnalek, Kayli
Carey, Ashton Jirsa, Owen Vyhnalek, Amber Kotas, Troy Dawes,
Victoria Leavitt, Mitzu Real, and Director Karen Hrdlicka. MR:
Andrea Pavlish, Tessa Martin, Mackenzie Luzum, Bailey Theis,
Madison Theis, Grayson Leavitt, Megan Gordon, Jenny Acosta,
Ariana Tellez, Emilia Perez, and Mason June. FR: Max Novak,
Micaela Loarca, Briana Tellez, and Myles Vyhnalek.

Yearningjfortheirrespective]
[FifliEassag, Rapunzel's
prince (Max Novak) and
Cinderella's prince (Owen
Vyhnalek) sing about the
agony they are in.




After
discovering
her secret
romance,
the witch
(Andrea
Pavlish)
scolds
Rapunzel
(Mitzu
Real) for
leaving the
tower.

After an impromptu rescue from the
wolf's belly (Mason June), Little Red
Riding Hood (Emilia Perez) and her

grandmother (Ariana Tellez) are grateful
to be saved by the baker (Ashton Jirsa).

Thespians: BR: Victoria Leavitt, Andrea
Pavlish, Amber Kotas, Owen Vyhnalek,
Ashton Jirsa, Bailey Theis, & Sponsor
Karma Ridpath. MR: Megan Gordon,
Madison Theis, Baylor Behrens, Kayli
Carey, Nancy Alcaide, & Michael
Maldonado. FR: Briana Tellez, Ariana
Tellez, Emilia Perez, Mackenzie
Luzum, & Mitzu Real.

Serenading the
audience, narrator
(Victoria Leavitt) and
the baker (Ashton Jirsa)
close the story.
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hat do two cows, a childless
\J\p‘ couple, a witch, and a

beanstalk all have in
common? They were all part of the
musical, Into the Woods, Jr. with the
story by James Lapine and songs
by Stephen Sondheim.

In the musical, a spiteful witch
(Andrea Pavlish) places a curse on
the baker’s family (Ashton Jirsa
and Kayli Carey) that prohibits
them from having children. To lift
the curse, they must bring back
three special ingredients in three
days to the witch: a cow as white as
milk, a cape as red as bloodW and
hair as yellow as corn.

From bringing dead cows back
to life to literally escaping from
the belly of the beast, characters

Worried about
her lost son,
Jack's mother
(Ella Vyhnalek)
pleads with
Cinderella's
prince (Owen
Vyhnalek) to
send help. While
the servant
(Myles Vyhnalek)
baker (Ashton
Jirsa), his wife
(Kayli Carey),
and new cow
(Mackenzie
Luzum) look on.

played out the story. “My favorite

part was the cows,” junior Mackenzie
Luzum said. “It was sweet watching
the real bond between Jack and Milky
White because the actresses playing
them were sisters so when the cow
(Madison Theis) puts her head on
Jack’s (Bailey Theis) shoulder, it felt
more believable.”

“I thought it was hysterical on the
second night when Milky White
(Madison Theis) started jump roping
and hit the mikes hanging above,”
senior Mitzu Real said. “It really just
added to the play.”

Rehearsals had to be worked around
snowstorms, after track practice, and
other events. “Andrea Pavlish brought
spaghetti to one practice for everyone,”
sophomore Bailey Theis said. “I was so
happy because I love Italian food, and
was starving after track practice.”

When opening night came, the cast
took pride in the production. “I was
really nervous for how it was going
to turn out when we were just a week
away,” senior Ashton Jirsa said, “but
then everything came together, the
curtain opened, and it was fantastic.”

Angered by a lack of compliance, Jack's
mother (Ella Vyhnalek) scolds Milky
White (Madison Theis) and Jack (Bailey
Theis).
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As part of

pep band,

. sophomore

| Micaela Loarca
plays Everybody
Talks at a
football game.

| liked playing
this song

~ because it’s the
first song I've
been able to
memorize.™
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hether students preferred singing Districts. Ashton Jirsa performed La donna
songs or playing instruments at e mobile and received a Superior rating, Also
games, being in band or choiroffered  receiving Superior Ratings were senior
many musical opportunities. “My favorite ~ Amber Kotas who performed I Dreamed
memory from choir was going to Doane a Dream and junior Andrea Pavlish who
Honor Clinic,” junior Andrea Pavlishsaid.  performed Reflection.

“Just Ashton Jirsa and I went, and it was Receiving a 2 rating were seniors Victoria
really a great learning experience.” Leavitt who performed Live Out Loud,

Band and Choir had many Bryer Shaw who performed Castleora
performances including the Christmas Cloud, Veronica Tercero who performed
Concert, the Spring Concert, the District Bring Him Home, and sophomore Bailey
Music Contest, elementary lunch, and Theis who performed There are Giants in
Graduation. The band also played at the the Sky. Seniors Victoria Leavitt and Ashton
State Fair, Yorkfest (where they placed Jirsa performed a duet, I Think I Got You
second), Veterans Day Assembly, and Beat, which received a 3 rating.

Memorial Day service and played during The band received all 15 at Districts. “My
home games. The choir also performedat  favorite memory was making it to All State =
the Dorchester Methodist Church. “Iliked  Choir for my 4th year in a row because At the State Fair in Grand Island, the band

== e e o s

playing at the State Fair because I really it was my last year and my proudest performs Anchors Aweigh to the State Fair
enjoyed the rides,” freshman Briana Tellez ~ accomplishment,” senior Ashton Jirsasaid. 2udience.
said. Choir: BR: Bailey

Theis, Troy Dawes,
Ashton Jirsa,

Owen Vyhnalek,
Amber Kotas,
Andrea Pavlish,

Ella Vyhnalek, &
Director Steve Jirsa.
MR: Megan Gordon,
Lindsay DelToro,
Bryer Shaw, Mason
June, Victoria
Leavitt, Kayli Carey,
Emilia Perez, & Max
Novak. FR: Laura
Garcia, Veronica
Tercero, Ariana
Tellez, Briana Tellez,
Tessa Martin,
Maribel Garcia, &
Mitzu Real.

At Districts, the choireamed a1
rating and the band received all 1S on
their performance, which eamed them
a plaque. The band performed Kitty
Hawk March and Night Vision. The choir
performed The Seal Lullaby and Elijah Rock.
“Elijah Rock was my favorite because we
sounded very good together as a choir,”
sophomore Bailey Theis said.

There were also many soloists at
At the Christmas Concert, junior Andrea
Pavlish and senior Amber Kotas perform
a duet to Mary, Did You Know?
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At the Spr.-'rlug Concert,
senior AS}'I_tS‘h Jirsa'sings La
donna é mobile? Jirsa made
All State Choir,all 4 years,
one of Gnly two students in
the whole'state!

T —

Performing at a football game, sophomore Adrian
Alcaide plays Ex's and Oh's with the pep band.

Showcasing their musical
talent, the choir sings Follow
the Drinking Gourd at The
Spring Concert.
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Band: BR: Andrea Pavlish, Bailey Theis, Adrian Alcaide, Amber
Kotas, Owen Vyhnalek, Ashton Jirsa, Troy Dawes, Thor Nerud, &
Director Steve Jirsa. 3rd Row: Kendall Kasl, Colton Harrison, Victoria
Leavitt, Paxton Behrens, Ella Vyhnalek, Mason June, Landon
Shaw, & Caden Axline. 2nd Row: Annaleah Tellez, Quinn Kasl,
Trevin Steuk, Emilia Perez, Hadley Brandt, Livia Schweitzer, Brennaly
Vazquez, Max Novak, & Mackenzie Luzum. FR: Mitzu Real, Laura
Garcia, Joshua Gordon, Briana Tellez, Micaela Loarca, Ariana Tellez,
Savannah June, Antonio Loarca, & Maribel Garcia. Not Pictured:
Kadyn Kemerling, Cameron Yager, & Dominick Winter.
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Taping the tied-up balloons together, junior Baylor
Behrens prepares the decoration for the Jr. High
and High School Honors Night.

—— .

The new members
inducted into National
Honor Society were
Gabrielle Theis, Chase
Tachovsky, and Bailey
Theis during the 44th
ceremony for Dorchester
NHS.

b Apdeki |

Senior Kayli Carey escortsk
the new inductee Bailey

PR Cocioty Ndbbes B findres Pultiah dimb Theis to the front of the
ational Honor Society Members. BR: Andrea Pavlish, Amber i

Kotas, Owen Vyhnalek, & Ashton Jirsa. MR: Madison Theis, Baylor Srage_after being tapped
Behrens, Addison Lehr, Victoria Leavitt, & Atley Zoubek. FR: Hailey ANEWEITAT0SE,

Schweitzer, Advisor Sandy Severance, Kayli Carey, & Quinn Kasl.
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SERVIC

NHS
President,
senior
Amber
Kotas,
addresses
the
audience
to welcome
them to the
Sr. High |
Honors .
Night.

J U pano
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I n March, Mrs. Severance
appeared with NHS applications

To even fill out an application,
students had to have a GPA of at least
92%. In the application, students
listed all of their awards, leadership
positions, and other activities. The
papers were then used by the NHS
faculty to judge the applicant’s
character, service, leadership, and
scholarship (the four qualities one
must have to become a member).

On Honors Night, the new
members were then inducted. “As
soon as | realized they were saying
my name [ felt proud of myself,”
sophomore Chase Tachovsky said. “It
felt good to be inducted.”

NHS members kept busy. In the
early spring, NHS was in charge of
the American Red Cross Blood Drive.
“I was in charge of checking people
into their appointments,” senior

Not only does senior Ashton
Jirsa give blood at the NHS-
sponsored blood drive, but he
also helped during the drive.

Looking for the perfect spot to put the balloons,
senior Addison Lehr helps decorate the backboard
above the stage for when students receive their
awards at Honors Night.

RUNMING THE BLOOD DRVE i S5HTON JRsa =

%Wy

INDUCTING NEW MmemseRs

DECORSTING THE GYM FOR HOMORS NIGHT

AV

in hand to give to eligible students.

ol

shows in all that . V. /7 ‘students endeavor

Ashton Jirsa said. “Helping with the
blood drive was my favorite part of
being in NHS because I knew I was
helping save lives.”

They also hosted Jr. High and High
School Honors Nights. Right before
Honors Night, NHS sponsored and
hosted the Honor Roll Pizza Party for
qualifying students. “Since I live in
Crete, I was in charge of picking up the
pizza,” senior Victoria Leavitt said.

They also created the programs,
decorated the gym, welcomed the
guests, and distributed cookies and
punch for Honors Night. “I announced
the Student Leadership Awards,”
senior Addison Lehr said. “It felt
nice to give those deserving students
recognition.”

The NHS members were able show
their service and leadership in many
ways. ‘I was glad we were able to help
the school and community in so many
ways,” senior Hailey Schweitzer said.

Greeting the blood donors, junior Atley
Zoubek and senior Madison Theis give
donors Red Cross beach towels or long
sleeved t-shirts.

3
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Iways ready to lend a hand and

to help better the community,

the Student Council and D-club
worked hard to volunteer their time,
helping the community, and raising
money for charities.

The first thing on the Student Council’s
agenda was planning Spirit Week dress up
days. “My favorite thing to do for Student
Council is picking dress up days for Spirit
Week,” freshmen Lily Lehr said. “Out of
all the days, Barbie Day was my favorite
by far.”

The next thing on the agenda was
preparing stuffed animals and candy
that helped spread love and kindness
on Valentines Day. “I like delivering
Valentines because it makes them so
happy,” sophomore Savannah June said. “1
also like receiving them because it makes
me feel good.”

The last thing on their agenda was the
Make-A-Wish Auction. Student Council
members brought two items to be raffled
off. Then papers were kept next to the
items for people to try to outbid others
and win their item. “The action is a great
way to raise money for the Make-A-Wish
cause,” senior Amber Kotas said. “We
always do a good job and raise lots of
money. We raised $1000 this year.”

D-Club did their part by running the

At the Student Council Make-A-Wish
Auction, kindergartner Hayden Havlat,
Samantha Havlat, & 2nd grader Hunter
Havlat check the bids.
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Valentines
to 2nd
grader Kenzi
Schweitzer,
freshman Livia
Schweitzer
delivers stuffed
animals and
candy that
were sold by
the Student
Council.
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scoreboard, concessions, and running
stats during the JH Volleyball Tournament
and the Alumni Basketball Tournament.
“I enjoy helping out with the Alumni
Basketball Tournament because it is fun
to see former students play basketball and
be competitive,” junior Owen Vyhnalek
said. “l also helped out at the JH Volleyball
Tournament by doing lines.”

The D-Club also helped set up and
decorate for the Athletic Banquet. “I
helped do streamers, and I kept messing
up,” sophomore Bailey Theis said. “
eventually gave up and just let Gabby
Theis finish it.”

Student Council and D-Club did a great
job of helping within their community and
giving back. “l am so happy thatl am able
to make a difference in my community;”
senior Addison Lehr said. ‘I also have fun
doing these activities with my friends.”

Keeping the road clean, 7th graders Brennaly
Vazquez, Kaitlyn Bolton, 8th grader Kendall Kasl,
and 5th grader Bethany Vazquez pick up trash that
was left on the road. Student Council sponsored
the trash pickup and anyone could help.

Student Council.
BR: Bailey Theis,
Paxton Behrens,
Amber Kotas, Ella
Vyhnalek, Andrea
Pavlish, Lily Lehr,
& Sponsor Stacy
Lutjemeyer. MR:
Livia Schweitzer,
Sierra Sherwood,
Baylor Behrens,
Thor Nerud,
Addison Lehr,
Stephanie Korine
& Emilia Perez. F
Quinn Kasl, Gab
Theis, Michael
Maldonado, Atley
Zoubek, Hailey
Schweitzer, Ariana
Tellez, & Savannah
June.
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Setting up for the Athletic Banquet, sophomore Carter
Cerny carries tables. The D-Club helped run the Athletic
Banguet by setting up and tearing down the event.

New D-Club Members, BR:
Frank Matejka, Hunter Wake,
& Mason June. FR: Savannah
June, Lily Lehr, & Emilia
Perez. Not Pictured: Jace
Yager, Megan Gordon, Colton
‘_,_ Harrison, & Briana Tellez.

D-Club. BR: Carter Cerny, Jacob Hatfield, Amber Kotas, Owen i
Vyhnalek, Ashton Jirsa, Andy Drake, & Victor Lopez. 3rd Row:
Sponsor Brandon Bruha, Addison Lehr, Bailey Theis, William .
Paiz, Adrian Alcaide, Marcos Gonzalez, Chase Tachovsky, Owen |
Real, Stephanie Korinek, & Sponsor Corey Bird. 2nd Row: Hailey |
Schweitzer, Kayli Carey, Madison Theis, Caden Axline, Baylor
Behrens, Atley Zoubek, Makayla Schlueter, Nancy Alcaide, &
Gabby Theis. FR: Elsy Loarca, Micaela Loarca, Isabella Cornejo,
AyLynn Schwisow, Quinn Kasl, Ariana Tellez, & Mitzu Real.
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JEA COMPETITION

NEBRASKA PRESS WOMEN'S
HS COMPETITION

NSAA STATE COMPETITION

Hailey Schweitzer es first place. She
made many trips to e many medals
placed around her né@l, but this was her
first at #1. “It was ex g to finally place
first,” Schweitzer sai




Winning B
awards for
the JEA
Competition
were BR:
Bailey
Theis,
Andrea
Pavlish,
Hailey
Schweitzer,
& Joseph
Peacock.
FR:
Mackenzie
Luzum,
Gabby |
Theis, &
Mitzu Real.

Waiting for the perfect shat
junior Ariana Tellez finds the
best angle and gets the photo.

Journalism. BR: Bailey Theis,

Andrea Pavlish, & Joseph Peacock.
MR: Gabby Theis, Rosie Lopez,
Michael Maldonado, Jace Yager,
Megan Gordon, & Emilia Perez. FR:
Mackenzie Luzum, Hailey Schweitzer,
Advisor Sandy Severance, Ariana
Tellez, & Briana Tellez.

Winning Awards from Nebraska Press Women's
Competition were Ariana Tellez, Mackenzie Luzum,
Joseph Peacock, Andrea Pavlish, Hailey Schweitzer,
& Gabby Theis. Not Pictured: Bailey Theis.
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eing in journalism was more
B than just taking pictures and

writing. It was a chance to be
creative and record special moments.
“It makes me feel appreciated tobe a
part of something I can contribute to,”
freshman Emilia Perez said.

To improve their skills, students
attended workshops: Walsworth's
at Mahoney State Park, the NHSPA
Convention at UNL, and a new one by
Josten’s at the Amazing Pizza Machine in
Omaha for upperclassmen. “I liked the
NHSPA workshop because it taught me
how to take pictures better,” freshman
Michael Maldonado said.

“The new workshop was fun because
it had bumper cars, and gave good ideas
for designs,” sophomore Bailey Theis
said.

Good news came in the spring

State Journalism.
Gabby Theis,
Michael
Maldonado, Hailey
Schweitzer, Rosie
Lopez, Megan
Gordon, Jace
Yager, Advisor |
Sandy Severance,
Bailey Theis, |
Briana Tellez,
Andrea Pavlish, =
Ariana Tellez,
Joseph Peacock, ;
and Mackenzie
Luzum.

when the DPS Yearbook made it into
Walsworth’s Possibilities book for the first
time ever. ‘I was surprised because we're
such a small book, and we've never had
that honor,” Adviser Sandy Severance
said.

One highlight of the year was attending
State Journalism in Norfolk. Twelve out
of thirteen students qualified for State
(a new school record). “Iliked trying to
make it to State,” sophomore Megan
Gordon said. “Tt was stressful, but I
enjoyed the challenge.”

Two students had to drop categories
because they could only have two onsite
events, Joseph Peacock dropped YB
Feature Layout, and Andrea Pavlish
dropped Editorial Cartooning and YB
Theme Copy. “Luckily, when we dropped
the events, it opened up two more DHS
students to add events since they were
alternates,” junior Andrea Pavlish said.

A total of 30 medals were brought
home, with four state champions, one for
Hailey Schweitzer and three for Andrea
Pavlish. “It was exciting to finally place
first,” senior Hailey Schweitzer said.

However, no one could be more proud
than their advisor who also received the
Outstanding Service Award from the
NSAA, only the third advisor to ever
receive it. “I never expected to win this
award because most of the time they don't
notice small schools, but my hard work
paid off,” Severance said. “I'm astounded
by how well we performed during State
as well; Its really been a rewanimg year.”
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™ heathletes kept ‘Rafifing@heBae® They broke

many records as a team and as individuals and
competed at levels not seen in years.

The volleyball team placed fourth in the CRC
Tournament, which hadn’t been doneina long while.
Senior Hailey Schweitzer broke the school record for
assists in a season, and she also ended her volleyball
career with more than one thousand assists. “Our
season was the best Dorchester volleyball has had in a
long time,” junior Baylor Behrens said. “The hard work

th 1 I irls has is outstanding."

growing larger than in many years. The girls and boys
_ teams each had five wrestlers. “It was great to have so
- many out for wrestling,” senior Jacob Hatfield said. “It

really made a difference inmeetsand practices”
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: sophomore Chase Tachovsky
pushes away the opponent

. from Saint Edward so he can
| get to the end zone and score a
i touchdown.
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SCORES

US-THEM
59-26
14-66

OPPONENT
St.Edward
Red Cloud

Harvard 32-34
28-34
Sterling 6-44
Lewiston 6-59
Parkview Christian 17-54
Pawnee City 25-52

Meridian

Special Recognition

1st Team All District
Chase Tachovsky (Punter)

& Owen Real and
sophomore Chase

Tachovsky come
S to aid sophomore
2nd Team All District Canter Gyt
Chase Tachovsky (Offensive End) Bl
¥ Edward opponent.

Marcos Gonzalez (Defensive Back
& Kicker)

Honorable Mention All District
Owen Real (Defensive Back)

Andy Drake (Offensive End)

Six Man Coaches Association
All State Honorable Mention
Chase Tachovsky (Defense)

“My favorite
game was
against Parkview
Christian
because that's
the game where

| scored two
touchdowns, and
it made me feel
good.”

(e7) 2y2aQ) Hiwyy

Finishing off the job,
seniors Victor Lopez

“*My favorite

game was against
Meridian because
| played well, but it
also made me sad
because we lost.”

Football. BR: Head Coach Brent Zoubek, & Assistant Coach
Spencer Kotas. 3rd Row: Student Managers Landon Shaw,
Mason Vyhnalek, Payton Zoubek, Paxton Behrens, Thor Nerud,
& Trevin Steuk. 2nd Row: Caden Axline, Carter Cerny, Chase
Tachovsky, Owen Vyhnalek, Ariana Tellez, Frank Matejka, &
Mason June. FR: William Paiz, Victor Lopez, Marcos Gonzalez,
Andy Drake, Owen Real, & Ashton Jirsa.

WHAT WAS YOUR

FaVORITE Game?

“My favorite
game was against
St.Edward. | liked
it because it was
our first game of
the season and
we won by 33
points.”
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he football season was full of

commitment, responsibility, and

perseverance. “No matter what the
score was, we were always giving our all,”
senior Owen Real said.

The season started off well witha win
against St. Edward. “T was excited at the start
of the night,” sophomore Chase Tachovsky
said. “It made me feel good knowing we won
our first game.”

Unfortunately, that was the only win of the
season. Many games were close, but didn't
end with a notch in the win column. “It was
frustrating that we didn't win more games,”
senior Andy Drake said. “I know there were
a few that we could have and should have

won so it was frustrating to be so close and

not win,”

One of the toughest and closest games was the
Homecoming game against Meridian. It was a
night of high hopes and extreme excitement. ‘I was
confident we'd win,” freshman Mason June said.
“We had more motivation than usual because it
was Homecoming,”

The end of the game rang the death blow with
a28-34 loss. “It was a heartbreaking game,” junior
Owen Vyhnalek said. “It was important to win since
it was Homecoming so we felt the sting of the loss
even more.

Another close game was the Harvard game.

“We did so well, but just didn't pull off the win,”
sophomore Carter Cerny said.

There were many records broken though. Senior
Marcos Gonzalez broke the field goal record with

43 yards; he broke the all time leading scorer with
378 points; he broke the most tackles in a season
with 80; and he broke the most tackles in a career
with 193 1/2. “I was surprised to break so many
records,” Gonzalez said. “T just always tried to do
my best on the field.”

The season was a teaching, learning and
intense experience. “l learned that not everything
goes your way, but you still have to fight rather
than complain,” freshman Frank Matejka said. ‘1
learned a lot from watching the upperclassmen
and listening to them.”

The team learned to persevere through it all.
“The team’s unity sometimes after close games
might fall apart, but ours never did. They always
went to work, played together and continued to
strive,” Head Coach Brent Zoubek said.

Using teamwork,
sophomore Carter
Cerny, & seniors
Owen Real & Marcos
Gonzalez work
together to bring
down their Red Cloud

opponent.

Taking down his
Harvard opponent,
junior Owen
Vyhnalek wraps him
up & stops the play.
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vercoming, exciting, and
challenging  were  three
words used to describe the

volleyball season. They faced
many challenges and excelled to a
recordbreaking season.

The new Assistant Coach Amanda
Clouse really had to step up in a big
way fast because Head Coach Claire
Tachovsky missed the first games of the
season. ‘I felt nervous going into the first
games with Coach T. absent. I wanted
to make sure I carried our team as she
would,” Clouse said.

However, the team really pushed to
do their best. Senior Hailev Schweitzer,
the Longhorns’ setter, took control

3 -
=

of the court and helped her team achieve a
winning season. Schweitzer also accomplished
L,00O career assists during the game against
Harvard, which was very impressive because
her first year on the team she was a libero. ‘I
was confused at first because everyone started
cheering really loudly,” Schweitzer said. “Then
I realized it was for me. Afier the game I was
still shocked but nevertheless excited.”

Schweitzer also broke the school record
for the most assists in a season, 667 assists
surpassing the old record of 492 assists in 2018,
The team also broke the school kill record fora
season having 799 kills beating the old record of
668 kills in 2015. “It was so awesome breaking so
many records,” junior Baylor Behrens said. “It
was even greater breaking it as a team.”
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Setting up the offense’

The Longhorns also placed fouth in
the CRC volleyball tournament, the best
they have ever done in Dorchester history.
“Getting fourth wasnt what we wanted,
and I know we all could have played better,
especially me,” junior Gabby Theis said, “but
it is still better than what we have ever done.”

The season ended shorter than what the
team had hoped with their loss to Diller-
Odell at Subdistricts. The girls were tied
with two sets each, but lost the last set. “I
would have liked to have made it to at least
Districts,” senior Amber Kotas said. “Even
though it was close, we still hoped for so
much more, but I wouldn't have wanted to
end my senior season any other way, fighting
until the end.”

Gerting up over the
net to block the ball,
seniors Amber Kotas and
Addison Lehr block their
opponents hit back over
the net in the College

View Academy game.

AL

LW

Pounding the ball to the
ground, junior Baylor
Behrens hits around the
blocker to help her team
win against Sterling.
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Celebrating a kill to take
the set against Cross

Girls Volleyball, Back Row: Head Coach Claire Tachovsky, Atley Zoubek,
Baylor Behrens, Bailey Theis, Gabby Theis, and Assistant Coach Amanda
Clouse. Middle Row: Briana Tellez, Savannah June, Livia Schweitzer,
Micaela Loarca, Jace Yager, Lily Lehr, and Emilia Perez. Front Row: Quinn
Kasl, Madison Theis, Addison Lehr, Amber Kotas, Stephanie Korinek,

Hailey Schweitzer, and Kayli Carey.

WHAT_WAS YOUR

FaVORITE Game?

-
Bailey Theis, “High ‘a &

Plains at CRC was
my favorite game
because my coach
. cheered for me,
and it made me

really happy.”

County, juniors Baylor
Behrens, Gabby Theis,
senior Hailey Schweitzer
and junior Atley Zoubek,
come together to
celebrate sophomore
Bailey Theis's kill and
winning the set.

Gabby Theis, “*My
favorite game

was when we
played Diller-Odell
in Subdistricts
because | feel like
that | played the
best | did all year.”

SCORES
OPPONENT US-THEM

East Butler 3-1
St. Edward 3-0
Weeping Water 1-2
Palmyra 0-2
College View Academy 3-0
Giltner 2-0

Hampton 2-0
Red Cloud 3-1
Cedar Bluffs 2-0
Nebraska Lutheran 2-0;0-2
Harvard 3-0
Osceola

Shelby/Rising City

<
S
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High Plains

OCA

Sterling

Diller-Odell

Meridian

Cross County -3
Parkview Christian

BDS 0-2;0-3
McCool Junction 2-0

CRC 1st Team All Conference
Hailey Schweitzer & Bailey Thei

CRC All Conf. Hon. Mention
Baylor Behrens

Omaha World Herald &
Lincoln Journal Star Hon.Ment.
Hailey Schweitzer & Bailey Theis

Atley Zoubek,
“My Favorite
game was
when we
played Diller-
Odell for the
second time
because

we played
amazing.”
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SEEREDS

US-THEM
15-42
22-45
27-59
18-56
29-31; 28-47
17-55
31-57

OPPONENT
Deshler
Meridian
High Plains
BDS
Harvard

Osceola
Cedar Bluffs

Heartland Lutheran 33-46

Lewiston 29-57
16-48

31-52;29-43

Sterling

College View
Academy

Cross County

Shelby-
Rising City

9-67
51-59; 22-59

35-50; 29-51
35-61

Hampton

East Butler
Nebraska Lutheran 32-68
McCool Junction 25-72

CRC
All Conference
Honorable Mention
Owen Real

*] was concerned
about how we
‘would be able to
pull off strategies
when everyone is
so exhausted.”

(6) 2un[ waroyy

Trying his best to keep
the ball away from his
opponents, sophomore
Hunter Wake gets

low to keep the ball in
motion as senior Owen
Real stays in position
to assist.

(27) y72y womQ

| started to
wonder if we
would even be
able to make

it through the
entire season.”

Boys Basketball. BR: Assistant Coach Brandon Sullivan, Chase
Tachovsky, Owen Vyhnalek, Frank Matejka, Mason June, and
Coach Corey Bird. FR: Student Managers Max Novak and Thor
Nerud, Owen Real, Andy Drake, and Student Managers Paxton
Behrens and Trevin Steuk.

WHAT WAS YOUR

BIGGEST CONcCenRn?

“| was worried by
how much more
we would be
expected to play.”

(6) v¥/ampy yuvld



he boys basketball team was so small, ~with only one person to sub in. “Not being able great getting to know each other more. Being so
I they could have takenaminivanto  to getabreak is the hardest part of being partofa  small helped us to know what the other would
the games instead of the bus. Having ~ small team,” senior Owen Real said. “No matter doin the game, 100, freshman Mason June said.
justsix players for mostof the season  how in shape weare, it is hard to play for thirty-two ~ Then a miracle happened after Holiday Break
created a challenge that most teams couldnt  minutes. You really start to get tired by the fourth ~ when the team gained a player. Sophomore

meant that they rarely had time forabreak ~  that it could really bond them together. “It was them.”

possibly fathom. quarter when you don't have alot of breaks.” Hunter Wake moved from Pawnee City bringing
When the boys showed up for the first They also had to watch out for the risk of getting  renewed energy and a new dynamic to the group.
basketball meeting, they weren't sure how hurt, which happened for a few games when There were now more options for rotations,
many would be on the team. “Iwasworried ~ Chase Tachovsky was injured. If the boysraninto ~ strategies, and teamwork. “I felt very relieved (v o)
that we wouldn't have enough playerstoeven  foul trouble, they had to be very smart because adding another player,” senior Andy Drake said. ]
play,” sophomore Chase Tachovsky said. if one wasto foul out therewould benooneelse ~ “Now there was going to be more help.” ~
“When the season began, there were only to subin for them. “] always had to be concerned This team gave it theirall. They might not have “n
the six.” about fouling too much,” junior Owen Vyhnalek  won any games, but they never gave up. wo
The boys had to have incrediblestamina  said. “There was one game where I had four fouls, “The record doesn't show how much heart a
and versatility to play multiple positions. and I know I held back. I think it affected that game  these boys had,” Head Coach Corey Bird said.
They also needed to be in shape because because we lost by just two points.” “They played their hardest under some difficult g
there was no depth on the bench which One positive of having such a small team was circumstances, and I'm extremely proud of -
o
S

Seizing the opportunity,
sophomore Chase
Tachovsky tries to
dash past his Deshler
opponent to score for
his team.

v :'Q&.'

m SRC{opponent! Eager to shoot and
senior A

Drake goes in for a score, junior Owen '
layup to seestwo points against Vyhnalek tramples
Shelby-Rising City. 50 through while senior
. n-.-"‘ Owen Real waits to get

the rebound.
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reaking school records, an all-
B time high winning record, and

making heads turn, the girl's
basketball team dominated the court.
“We were playing at the highest level
we have ever done,” senior Madison
Theis said.

Early in the season, the Longhorns
were up against BDS. With the thirst
for victory, they managed to take them
down, breaking the twelve-year losing
streak. “Playing BDS was one of my
favorite games because never in my
career have we ever beaten them, until
now,” junior Atley Zoubek said. “The
look on the other team’s faces was
pure defeat, and the celebration in the

Behifens makes an importa

move to the hoop while shielding
the ball from her East Butler
opponents.

lGoinglup fonallayupy S {ylor

locker room made this game even better."
The CRC Tournament made everyone
take notice. In the first round, they crushed
Hampton. In the second round, they faced
Osceola, whom they previously lost to earlier.
“I was a bit nervous because I knew we could
beat them,” senior Hailey Schweitzer said.
The Longhorns gave it all they had to win
third place, beating High Plains. “Winning
the 3rd place CRC plaque and medal was
amazing,” senior Amber Kotas said. “T knew

our team had the potential to do great things.”

Even though their time on the court was
cut off sooner than they wanted, the Lady
Longhorns made every second count. “Our
record was one of the best in our school’s his-
tory even if we didn't make our goal of District

~

finals,” senior Addison Lehr said.

Many achievements and big milestones
were accomplished. The team broke the
school record for season assists with 248.
Gabby Theis broke the school record for
most 3-pointers scored in a game with eight.
“I couldn’t believe it at first,” junior Gabby
Theis said.

Coach Brandon Bruha hit his 100th ca-
reer win at Lewiston. “I was surprised to see
all of the signs in the stands,” Bruha said.

The record doesn't show how great
the season was. “The team worked hard
preparing for every game. I believe we were
one of the top 16 teams in class D-1, but we
got stuck in a tough sub-district and weren't
able to really prove it,” Bruha said.

Driving to the hoop,
junior Gabby Theis
manuevers past the
Deshler opponents
to get a layup on the
right side.

Aiming to take the
shot, senior Hailey
Schweitzer gets an
open look in the lane
with the Hampton
Hawks out of

" position.




Celebrating a long-
awaited victory,
seniors Madison
Theis, Hailey
Schweitzer, junior
Baylor Behrens,
senior Addison Lehr,
and junior Gabby
Theis run back to
their bench after the
final buzzer sounds
securing their win
over BDS.

Girls Basketball Team. BR: Savannah June, Livia Schweitzer, &
Micaela Loarca. 3rd Row: Assistant Coach Brent Zoubek, Atley
Zoubek, Jace Yager, Bailey Theis, Lily Lehr, Gabby Theis, Baylor
Behrens, & Head Coach Brandon Bruha. 2nd Row: Student
Managers Brennaly Vazquez & Hadley Brandt, Quinn Kasl, Kayli
Carey, Hailey Schweitzer, & Student Managers Kendall Kasl

& Kaitlyn Bolton. FR: Addison Lehr, Amber Kotas, & Madison

Theis.

WHAT WAS YOUR

FaVORITE Gane?

“My favorite game

was the second round
of the Crossroads
Conference
Tournament. We were
up against the number
four seed, Osceola. We
blended so well as a
team and dominated
the court overall.
Osceola had previously
beaten us so getting
revenge felt super
amazing.”

(21) 477 worppy

“My favorite game > g |

was the BDS game
because | never
felt more excited
to play them since "%
we had a really .
strong team this
year. Watching
my teammates

go crazy when we
beat them was
awesome.”

SCORES

US-THEM

OPPONENT

Deshler 26-41
Meridian 34-49
High Plains 35-29; 35-20
BDS 33-26
Harvard 57-13
37-42; 49-25
Cedar Bluffs 57-17
Heartland Lutheran  67-22
Lewiston 48-n1
Sterling 25-17
College View 42-23; 44-22
Cross County 25-50
Shelby-Rising City 39-29
67-28; 65-39

Osceola

Hampton
McCool Junction 31-51; 34-49
East Butler 40-32
Nebraska Lutheran  40-37
Diller-Odell 45-48

CRC 1st Team All Conference
Baylor Behrens

Omaha World Herald &
Lincoln Journal Star Hon.Ment.
Baylor Behrens & Gabby Theis

“My favorite game
was the BDS game.
This was the first
time we beat BDS
after losing to
them for years. |
will never forget
the screaming
and cheering in
the locker room
after we won. We
were all spraying
each other with
water bottles. |
will cherish that
memory forever.”
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RECORDS

ATHLETE WIN-LOSE

Marcos Gonzalez
Jacob Hatfield
William Paiz
Victor Lopez

Mitzu Real

AyLynn Schwisow

Ariana Tellez
Isabella Cornejo
Adrian Alcaide
Briana Tellez

Emilia Perez

23-10
18-16
5-20
2-7
4-15
5-15

“My favorite
meet was

actually the
dual against

{Friend and
‘Meridian. All

I had to do
s weigh
ifand walk

onto the Mat.

| won bes
cause there
was no one
in my weight
class.”

Emilia Perez (9)

Trying to escape,
senior Jacob Hatfield
tries to bridge and
get up quickly before
his opponent can get
up at the CRC Invite
at East Butler.

Wrestling. BR: Coach Chris Nelson, Jacob Hatfield, Marcos
Gonzalez, Adrian Alcaide, and William Paiz. MR: AyLynn
Schwisow, Isabella Cornejo, Stephanie Korinek, and Emilia
Perez. FR: Mitzu Real, Briana Tellez, and Ariana Tellez.

WHAT WAS YOUR

FaVORITe MmeeT?
“| liked the Malcolm Meet the
most. | tried my hardest in all
my matches and won a match |
really wanted to win.”

“My favorite
meet was the
West Point
Invitational.
My matches
went well
overall, and |
" learned a lot
of different
moves that
day.”

I AL
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etermination, strength, and
D endurance were all factors that

went into wrestling. This season,

the wrestling teams had a higher
number of athletes. “When I first started
wrestling we only had two girls on the
team; now we have six,” junior AyLynn
Schwisow said. The girls team increased
from three to six over last year.

Having a girls-sanctioned team for
asecond year seemed to have brought
out more wrestlers overall, also affecting
how many boys went out. “I thought we
were going to have less people overall,
and I expected only two boys to go out for
wrestling,” senior Marcos Gonzalez said.
“It was great that five were on the boys

team.”

The season started with a dual at Friend
against Friend and Meridian. The girls’
wrestling team won against both. “T was
nervous at first because it was my first time
wrestling someone else from a different school,”
freshman Briana Tellez said. “After my matches,
I realized it wasn't too bad.”

Having more people on the team came with
more opportunities. “I liked the amount of
wrestlers we had,” junior Isabella Cornejo said.
“It made me happy to see the team grow.”

“Iwas glad to see the sport grow and become
more popular,” senior Jacob Hatfield said. “It
wasn't fun when I was the only wrestler my
freshman year”

Large numbers of wrestlers brought better

practices and more chances to place as a team.
“This season was so exciting because we had
so many go out,” Coach Chris Nelson said.
“Having a larger team of wrestlers to work with
made more opportunities open up. There were
more wrestlers to wrestle with. I still remember
when we only had one wrestler, and I had to
wrestle him in practice or he’'d have no one to
wrestle with.”

In the past years, there might have been
less wrestlers, but the sport continues to grow.
“Even though we had a larger team, we were
still there for each other, We cheered each
other on at meets and really got to know each
other. 1 liked how everyone was close with one
another,” said freshman Emilia Perez. “It wasn't
just a team, it was more like family.”

bui|4s24M

| Concentrating on getting
a takedown, freshman
Briana Tellez gets in
position to take down her
. opponent at Raymond
Central.

P ¥,

Going in for a double,
senior Marcos Gonzalez
gets low and shoots to
get a takedown at the
Friend Dual.




unning, jumping, and throwing
Rwere skills that were needed to excel
in track. The athletes did their best
to improve throughout the season

and place in events,

The girls placed at many meets
including first at the Turkey Creek relays
and third at many others. “T was really
proud of our team placing first,” junior
Gabby Theis said. “We haven't done that
inalong time.”

The boys track team was very small
with only six boys so it was harder for
them to place as a team, but the boys
still did very well individually. The team
didn't have one meet where they didn't
get a medal. “I was excited to place first

At the Doane Invite, junior Owen
Vyhnalek uses a—_l_l_gf‘ his strength
to launch the'shot put high in to

theair and throws 33’ at the first
invite of the season.

in the 100 meters and the 400 meters at Thayer
Central,” sophomore Chase Tachovsky said.

The weather for track was very unpredictable.
There were really hot days and rainy days and
also cold days where there was snow on the
ground. “My least favorite meet was Friend. It
was freezing and it rained,” junior Atley Zoubek
said.

“My favorite meet was Districts because it was
warm,” senior Quinn Kasl said.

At the Paul Underwood Meet, shirts were
given for first place. ‘T love the Paul Underwood
Meet because I took home a gold medal in the 4
X 4, the 4 x 1, and I got a silver in the 300 hurdles
and a bronze for triple jump,” senior Addison
Lehrsaid. “I even got a shirt.”

The CRC meet was a very big meet with 12

teams competing, “I always enjoy the CRC
meet,” Coach Corey Bird said. “That is the
athletes' first taste of the major meet prior to
Districts.”

At Districts, three girls qualified for State.
Two of the three threw the shotput, Bailey
Theis and Amber Kotas. Two stood on the
podium at State, Amber Kotas who placed
fourth and Bailey Theis who placed fifth.
Baylor Behrens also qualified for the three
hundred hurdles bur didn't place. “I couldn’t
think of a better way to end my senior year
than by beating my personal record and
getting fourth at state,” senior Amber Kotas
said. “T was happy I met all my goals, and it
helped having the support of my teammates
and coaches behind me.”

Running the 100m,
freshman Colton
= Harrison finishes up his
last stretch as he races to
the finish line. He finished
with a time of 13.02.

Finishing her last hurdle,
senior Madison Theis
works to get her best
time at the Doane Invite.
Her time was 12.08.




In the high jump,
senior Stephanie
Korinek flies through
the air to get over
the bar at McCool
Junction. She placed
6th by jumping 46".

Track. BR: Coach Brandon Bruha, Chase Tachovsky, Hunter Wake, Owen
vyhnalek, Jacob Hatfield, Mason June, Colton Harrison, and Coach
Corey Bird. 3rd Row: Atley Zoubek, Addison Lehr, Lily Lehr, Bailey Theis,
Amber Kotas, Jace Yager, Stephanie Korinek, Baylor Behrens, and Coach
Brian Rut. 2nd Row: Quinn Kasl, Gabby Theis, Hailey Schweitzer, Kayli
Carey, Madison Theis, Emilia Perez, and Livia Schweitzer. FR: Ariana
Tellez, Briana Tellez, Micaela Loarca, Megan Gordon, and Mitzu Real.

WHAT_WAS YOUR

FAVORITEe. Meels?

[Heel S

MEETS DATES

Doane Invite @ Crete 3/14

@ Thayer Central 3/19

Invite

Turkey Creek Relays 3/26
@ Friend
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Mustang Invite 4/03

@ Friend
Del Wicks Invite @ 4/
Deshler

@Friend Invite 4/16

@McCool Junction  4/22 :

CRC Meet
@ Osceola

4/27

@ McCool Junction 5/2

District Meet 5/8
@ Pawnee City

State Meet @ Omaha 5/17-18

State Qualifiers:
mber Kotas in Shot Put (4th
Bailey Theis in Shot Put (5th)
Baylor Behrens in 300m Hurdles =

v

My favorite meet
was the Tom
White Meet at
McCool Junction
because my 4x1
team got first
place, and | got

a t-shirt. Kayli
Carey's best event
was the 100m.
She gave her best
time of 13.65 at
Districts.

(22) #orng phnyy

My favorite
meet was CRC. .
| definitely felt Ay
like it was my
fastest meet
because | had
hard competition.
Chase
Tachovsky's best
event was the 100
meters. His best
time was 11.64 at
McCool Junction.

Chate Tachoviy (10)

My favorite meet
was at State. |
ended my senior
year with a State
medal. Amber
Kotas's best
event was the
shot put. Her
best throw was
39'5,75" at State
which made her
place 4th.
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they did. They broke many records, goingiz
their athletics, academics, clubs, and any;
they put their efforts into. '
Girls basketball “Refissd ihe Bar® anc
brought home a third place finish at the GRG
tournament, broke the team record for n-n_ )
assists, and junior Gabby Theis broke theTecorc
of 3-pointers scored in a game. Sltavasso exiting:
to do so well,” Theis said. 44
]oumahsm stopped at notfﬁ ng to “RaEies
e Bar” higher at State Journalism. Theg}
brought home 4 state champions and had¥2
of 13 journalists make it to State with 30E¥VEN
They were also only 12 points away frOHIEEH L_,.g
runner-up. ‘I was excited that we didEOSCIN
but I was sad that we were so close {0 KNG,
second ]oumahsm advisor. San yISeverance
said.:
Mrs. Séverance was also recoSmZedgor
her hard work and excellencéByaecen ,ﬂ 115
the NSAA Outstandmg Servicer

real yproo oW elllperfonned"Ce
aid. |

With graduation, the seniors continued
to JRafise @ Bae’ The seniors accumulated
oVer $500,000 in scholarships. “The scholarship
oney helps students pursue their career goals,
ghidance counselor Jill Choyeski said.
' JF Ending the year off with a bang, three state
acksters qualified for State Track. Baylor
Behrens in 300 meter hurdles and Bailey Theis
and Amber Kotas in shot put. Theis and Kotas
“Rafissd @heBer® by taking home 5th and 4th
respectively. “I was so excited to throw the best
I ever did and then place 4th at my last track
meet,” Kotas said.
In every way and every day, students and
faculty were “Raiising @heBax” to make the year
e SImplyAhmﬁnM

”

 surpriSed to receive the honoron e sitek

At the Domphan State rrlu SHOOLMNTEE,
Dorchester students (¢ightHiets BradenBIake
Cerny, and seventh’ grade MBCHTeT
and Landon Shaw) “Réissal{ /y, bringing
home the second place 4-H (CAMETOPAYFCerny
also medaled as the 13th overall ]_l__l_c_I]_eJl and
Behrens as the 20th out of 899 junior;

104
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State Journalism: 1. Gabby Theis, Andrea Pavlish, & Hailey
Schweitzer 3rd in YB Theme Dev. 2. Michael Maldonado 7th in Adv. 3. Bailey
Theis 7th in YB Sp. Feature Writ. 4. Ariana Tellez 6th in Sp. News Writ. 5. Joseph
Peacock 3rd in Ed. Writ., 6th in News Feature Writ., 7th in Action Photo. 6. Rosie
Lopez 3rd in Adv. 7. Hailey Schweitzer 1st in News Layout, 4th in YB Theme
Copy Writ., 5th in YB Layout, 6th in YB Feature Writ., & 6th in Photo/Artistic Ill.

Placing 2nd with
their team at the
State Trap Shoot
are Landon Shaw,
Blake Cerny, &
Paxton Behrens.
Individually,
Cerny placed
13th & Behrens
= placed 20th.

Karma Ridpath, |
along with her

current & former
superintendents
and principal
including Dr.
Cogswell (far left)
and Mr. Wiese
(farright).

At the Turkey
Creek Relays,
the girls track
team took
home the 1st
place trophy.

TS i

Behevers and p At State
Achievers Journalism,
Honorees. Mrs. Sandy

Victoria Severance is
Leavitt, awarded the
Amber Kotas, 2024 NSAA
& Hailey Outstanding
Schweitzer Servicein

were selected Journalism

locally, & Award, only
Schweitzer the 3rd adviser
was chosen to receive the Sl
one of 48 honor.

finalists.

100

State Journalism: 1. Andrea Pavlish 1st in Ed. Writ., 1st in Action Photo.,
1stin YB Layout, & 2nd in YB Feature Writ. 2. Gabby Theis 3rd in Ed.
Cartooning, 3rd in News Layout, 5th in Sp. News Writ., 8th in Feature Photo.
3. Mackenzie Luzum 5th in News Layout, 6th in YB Theme Copy Writ., 7th
in News Sp. Feature Writ. 4. Megan Gordon 6th in Ed. Writing. 5. Briana &
Ariana Tellez 7th in Broadcast PSA. 6. Jace Yager 8th in Adv.

At the Nebraska Attorney
General Youth Conference,
junior Owen Vyhnalek
visits the capitol as one of
only 54 students chosen Mr. Jake Wiese
statewide to attend. The was recognized
group also listened to%1 uest py the NSASSP
speakers and had lunc Nabrael
the Governor's Mansion. as:iNeras _a >
Outstanding

New Principal
for 2023. Here
he is with the

award and his
family.

At the State
Principal's
Conference ,

In the 23-24 VFW Young
American Creative Patriotic
Art Contest, senior Hailey
Schweitzer's entry, This is Us,
won 1st place for Nebraska
and will compete nationally.

. National
recognition
for the

i yearbook.
The 2023
yearbook was
featured in
Walsworth's
4! possibilities
book as one
of the best.

In the Hope Crisis
Center's Youth
Expression Art
Contest, Nancy

The local Patriot's

Pen winner is Araceli
Garcia for her essay,
“How Are You Inspired

by America?" She was Alcaide (left)
awarded a certificate ' placed 1st a_nd
and cash prize from |  Gabby Theis
the VFW. | (right) placed 3rd.

State Track
« Qualifiers,
Baylor
= Behrens

in 300m
hurdles,
Amber Kotas
and Bailey
Theis in shot
put. Kotas
placed 4th
and Bailey
placed 5th.
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Gooding Malkhi 12 15, 50, 5], 52 54, 56, 57 113, 126

Gordon Jshuo 7,19, 50, 51, 53 54, 55 56, 57,82 63 113

Gordon Megan 7.14,18, 25 29, 44 45, 74,75, 80,8,
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Gutierrez, Joseph 66
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H

Harmilton, Owen 59
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87.102
Hatfield, Jacob 6,8 9,10, 11 24,27, 22, 30, 31 34, 36,
39, 40 41 68 7178 79. 87 0. 100. 101 103
Heitfield, Mr, Mike 49
Havlat, Honnoh 62 63
Hoviat, Hoyden 64, 65, 86
Haviat, Hunter 62, 63, 86
Havlat, lsaich 64, 65
Hoviat, James 66,67
Hermondez. Jonathan & 19, 46, 47
Hetridk. Mahavla &0
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Homecoming 10, 11
Honors Night 28, 29

Hrdlicka. Mrs Karen 20 48 74 75 80

J

Jirsa, Ashton 2,12, 25, 29,30, 31. 34, 36, 39, 40, 41,68,
74,75 77.80.8) 82 83 84 85 87 92 124

Jirsa. Me. Steve 13,48, 49, 70,75, 80, 82 83

Josoft, Mrs learne 48

Journalism 88, 89, 106

Jure, Braxton 59

Jure, Masen 8,13 14,26 46,47 70,80 82 83 87, 92
@3 96 97103
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K

Kosl Kendoll 8, 13. 50, 51. 52 53 54. 55, 56. 57. 58,82
83 8699 113

Kasl Quinn 4. 6,10, 11,13, 24 2627 28 29, 30, 31 33,
34 37,39 40, 4] 68.75,76.78, 79,82 83,
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Kemerling, Adesyn 60, 61

Kemerling. Kadyn 51 52 53, 54, 57 83, 113

Kemerling. Keith 42

Killnger, Ryon &2

Kloaz. Mr. Randy 9. 48 56,115, 116

Kohout, Holls 66, &7

Kohout, lennon 62 63

Kerinek. Stephanie 7,824 26,30,3133 34 37.39.40.73
78.79.86,87.90.95 100,103, 105, 106, 126

Kort, Mrs JeNoe 48

Ketas Amber 18 Q. 11,13, 24, 26,27, 28, 29.30.31. 33
34, 37.39.40. 41,58, 68,73, 74,75 77.78.
79.80. 81,82 83.84,85. 86,87, 90.94, 95,
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Kotas, Mr, Spencer 13. 48, 52 54, 92
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leavitt, Victaria 3,8, 25, 28 29,30, 34. 34, 39, 40 41 68
70.73.74.75 80,81 82 B3 B4 85,106, 124

lehr, Addison 3.6.7. @11 17 26 77,28 29.30.31 33
34, 36,39 40,75 78 79 84, 85 86 87 90,
94,95 98 99 102 103 105. 106, 124, 125, 126
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9th Street Grill Sack Lumber Company § Siedhoff Collision Sharon’s Salon

915 Main Ave. #1 125 E. 11th St. Center Sharon Axline

Crete. NE 826-4040 §Crete, NE 826-2104 | Crete, NE 826-2525 §Dorchester, NE 946-2751
O'Reilly Auto Parts | Sapp Brothers Solheim Law Firm | WEBER FEEDYARDS T
1851 Cardinal Lane § 1305 Linden Ave. 1100 Main Ave Dorchester, NE

Crete, NE 826-1080 j Crete, NE 826-2244 381-3765 §946-4551

junior Alisson Nurez and Emely Morales | ..

run a carnival game.

ABLOOM Floral & Gifts
1334 Hawthorne
Crete, NE 826-2294

Allen Insurance Agency
Lynette Allen

Crete, NE  826-4321

Barren Acres Editing
Khrdlicka.barrenacres
@gmail.com ,
(Crete, NE 8260105

Crete Veterinary
Clinic

Crete, NE 826-2497

Crystal’s Bakery
1144 Main Ave.
Crete, NE 381-0098

Daniel Nails & Spa
925 E Hwy 33 Suite #1
Crete, NE  418-7158

Basic Body Works
Susan E. Swanson
Crete, NE 826-3282

Epicentro 3
123 E. 13th St.
Crete, NE  381-0011

Bauer Insurance
1241 Main Ave
Crete, NE 826-5141

Fenix Auto Sales
1345 Main Ave.
Crete, NE 826-6394

Beatrice Concrete
1320 W. 11th St.
.Crete. NE 826-2779

First Interstate Bank
1301 Main Ave
Crete, NE 826-4349

Burger King
428 E 13th St
Crete, NE 418-7169

Glam Revival

A Salon and Spa

125 W. 13th St.
Crete, NE  826-3008

The Comer Liquor Store
585 West Hwy 33
Crete, NE  826-3435

Hanson, Hroch & Kuntz
1331 Main
Crete, NE 826-4354

Crete Auto Supply
(NAPA)
Crete, NE 826-2777

HOTWORX
1236 Main Ave.
Crete, NE 418-7260

Crete Dental Center
James E. Jirovec, DDS
Crete, NE 826-2645

L&N Nail Creation
1339 Main Ave.
Crete, NE 826-3696

Crete Inn
1515 Blue Acres Dr.
Crete, NE 826--434|

Moser Accounting
Taxes*Payroll * Bookwork
Crete, NE 826-2155

Crete Machine. Inc.
1830 W. 12th Su.
Crete, NE 826-2174

New Beginnings
1302 Main Ave
Crete. NE 826-2332
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Pracheil, Lydia 66, 67

Prom 24, 25

Q
Quiz Bowl 74,75

o

10 A0 B7 92 100




Blue Blossom Floral
135 Maple, Friend, NE
947-6321 or 641-4119

First Bank of Utica
104 Cherry Street
Friend, NE 947-5551

Friend Freightways
616 US Hwy 6
Friend, NE 947-3456

Johnson Pharmacy
151 Maple
Friend, NE 947-234]

Brandt Carpet & Tile
101 Maple
Friend, NE 947-6711

Friend Country Club
910 Cherry
Friend. NE 947-6501

Richard D. Kubicek
DDS P.C.
Friend, NE 947-5111

Hardwood Artisan
1530 1st St
Friend, NE 416-7287

J
;

Shamch 475,

Stedk. Trevin 2 1213

83 07

=7,

Student Coundll 86 B?; “

Thaken H
Thaken Wilder ¢

Thes Balley 7

102
Thespians 80, 81
Track and Field 102, 103, 106
Trap Shooting 106

5

'

r A
urquiz, Allison

Turquiz. lan ¢ | 126

Tuttle, Mrs. Jess

/. 82.83

Vazguez Brayden &
Veazquez, Brennaly

57

Vodicka Orlle 62. 63
Volleyball 94, 95

Warning. Devarie
Warning, Lainey 64, 65

Weakland Ms. Fochel 20 49

n Mok ¢

Winter. Dominick
Winter. Jayzen OC
Winter, Taylynn 60

Wrestling 100, 101

Loubek, Mr. Brent

Loupek. Payton 59, 92

While out taking pictures at the Christmas
party, junior Joseph Peacock runs into a
Christmas dinosaur guarding the hallways in

=
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®
X
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front of the cafeteria.

SPONSORS

Salowvs

Anﬁdﬁbséudhumﬁhume
Reetauranmt

Bmwvw-DhQ}Bnc
Frank'e Smokelhouse
Hair Dvmensione
hwﬁteVﬁHm%ef

T'\qomrialse Golf Couree

Weet

Miller Agri Sales
103 Sycamore Street
Friend, NE 947-988]

Helmink Printing &
Graphic Design * Sewardj
156 S 5th St. = 643-6070

Sharon’s Clip & Curl
512 2nd Street
Friend. NE 947-7781

La Cocina Mexican
Restaurant * Seward
444 Seward St» 646-9219

Blue River
Transmissions, Inc.
Milford, NE 761-3899

Nebraska Equipment
1275 280th
Seward, NE 643-6641

Milford. NE 761-2351

Milford Dental Clinic
112 South B Street

Studio 10 Salon
139 N 3rd St #10
Seward, NE 643-9695

Oswald Electric Inc.
2636 W Milford Rd.
Milford, NE 761-2593

Food Mesto
319 W 3rd St
Wilber, NE 821-2211

Roth Aerial Spraying
2617 Pioneers Rd.
Milford, NE 761-2322

K & G Bodyshop
1011 N. Main St.
Wilber, NE 821-2644

Sunrise Country Manor
610 224th
Milford, NE 761-3230

Kalkwarf & Smith
Law Offices LLC
Wilber, NE 821-2001

Fast Mart
215 N 6th St
Seward, NE 643-3229

Wilber Care Center
611 N Main St.
Wilber, NE 821-2331

ne




TRACTOR

SUPPLY (2

Rooted Movement Chiropractic
Dr. Grant Vlasin
220 East 13th St.

Crete. NE 826-5151

Runza Drive-Inn
1715 Hawthorne

Crete, NE 826-4213
2105 Cardinal Lane @W MEDICAL SPECIALTIES
Crete, NE 830 EastIst  Crefe NE  826-3222
, o Smile More Family Dental, LLC
(402) 826-3551 Dr. Bruce O. Kennedy, D.D.S.
1117 Main Ave.
WS Crete, NE 826-2488
Bessler Family Eye Care Diaz Bros Barbershop Veterans and Friends
(IO ManAve 1329 Main Ave. Crete NE VFW Club #4959
; 3 Julian Diaz David Diaz 130 West 13th St.
Crete, NE 826-2246 | 402-381-8444 402-418-4032| Crete, NE 826-2950

Blue River Meats
1245 W. Hwy. 33

Jay’s Oil & Propane
237 W. 13th  Crete, NE
1-888-Jays-0il/826-2980

Erin Vyhnalek

State Farm Insurance

1260 Quince Ave.

Crete, NE 826-5000

CRETE AREA
Bryan S e

Crete, NE 826-2021
College Heights Country Club
1225 E. 4th

Crete, NE 826-4653

Lothrop Animal Clinic
607 County Rd. 2400
Crete, NE 826-5149

Ben’s Iron Salvage
517 County Rd. 1400
Dorchester, NE =~ 946-6471

Nebraskaland Tire & Service
1610 W. 12th

Bright Beginnings Childcare
Steph Brandt

PR RSINER = PRitND Crete, NE 826-4343 Dorchester, NE  843-6388
Crete Foodmart/Subway Paraiso LLC Dorchester Alumni
025 Main Ave. 1246 Main Ave. Association
Crete, NE 826-5099/5119] Crete, NE 402-381-0088] 946-2781
Crete Lumber and Farm Pinnacle Bank R & K Styles

Supply 145 East 13th St. 801 Sumner Ave.

Crete, NE 826-2197 | Crete, NE 826-2121 Dorchester, NE ~ 326-3859
Crete Smiles Pizza Hut of Crete Bartels Body Shop

307 East 12th 845 East Hwy 33 1304 1st Street

Crete, NE 826-1015 Crete, NE 826-4361 Friend, NE 947-2222

110

Pribyl Plumbing and Heating
1475 Blue Acres

Crete, NE 826-3045

Brothers Equipment
1002 1st Street

Friend, NE 047-2831




Citizens State Bank
150 Maple St.
Friend, NE 947-2211

Drake Refrigeration, Heating/
Cooling & Appliances

122 S. Main,

Friend. NE_ 947-5591

Edward Jones - Preston Meints
511 2nd St., Suite D

Friend, NE 947-2104
Farmers Union Coop
Friend, NE

047-4291

INSURE _ i

NEBRASKA

517 1# St, Milford, NE

Joe Schluckebier

joe@InsureNe.com

517 1st Street
P.O. Box 69
Milford, NE 68405

(402) 761-229] office
(402) 440-5471 mobile
(402) 761-2307 fax

Premier Real Estate

www.PREnebraska.com 4

The Freckled Door
141 Maple Street, Friend, NE

Crop Insurance Solutions
601 1st Street

Troyer Insurance, Inc.
Insurance you can count on;
Agents you can trust.

www.thefreckleddoor.com | Milford, NE 761-2125 | Milford. NE 761-3696

Friend Fertilizcr Heyen Tax & Accounting, Inc. gggﬁ‘;’%g{?ggrm

102 N Chestnut 516 Ist Street 503 15t Strest

Friend, NE 947-2681 | Milford, NE 761-2726 | Milford. NE 761-9986

Friend Insurance Center, Inc. léauber 'Funéeral and Et-Cetera Gift & Thrift Shop
, remation Services "

50.1 Ist St. Milford ™% | Eriend 504 Seward Street _

Friend, NE 947-3421 | 402-761-2424 & 402-947-2141 | Seward, NE 643-4767

Home & Country LLC
Christ & Anita K. Meyer/
Cole Meyer/William E. Rut

Main Street Market
102 N. Walnut St.

Merle’s Flower Shop
626 Seward Street

Friend. NE 047-2301 Milford, NE 761-4773 Seward, NE 643-6618

Nickel Automotive Midwest Auto Parts R & J Service

100 Walnut Street 522 1st Street 408 Main Street

Friend, NE 047-3211 Milford, NE 761-2145 | Seward, NE 643-3361

Precision Seed & Milford Pharmac Suhr & Lichty Insurance Agency

: y

ggﬁlgalﬁ- U~6C 610 1st Street 145 N 5th Street

Prond NE > 947.0080 |Milford, NE ~ 761-2222 |Seward, NE  643-2911

QWIK 6 Phillips 66 Speedee Mart Western United <

1535 1st St 923 238th Road Mutual Insurance ASSOClEl[lOI'lﬂ
o e AR e www.westernunited.net

Friend, NE 947-2133 Milford, NE 761-2183 Wilber, NE 821-2370

TDL Gutter Systems Pizza Kitchen

Friend, NE 411 1st Street

402-366-3794

Milford, NE 761-2110




CHAMPION
SEED

Jared Moser (402) 580-1071

mCARNICERIAm
SAN FERNANDO \J Rico's &
Carnes de Calidad Cortadas a su Gusto
* Tacos * Bumtos Quesadillas l rmw
{ ENViOs " Tarjetas y o
. DEDINERO necargas Telefonicas
La Familia Pérez, Propietarios B mw

AGRADECEN SU PREFERENCIA

228 E.13th St.
@ Crete, NE ﬁ

123 Magke Steeet
Friend, NE
Monday through Saturday
11:00AM-8:30PM

(402) 947-2667

(402) 826-1567




Milford A/C

-

B 2 ' .:‘ 1 I
& Appliance Inc| 39
A place where old-fashioned service :
isr't a thing of the past.

0

309 1st Street
Milford, NE 68405

(402) 761-2433

Lennox | Daikin
HVAC Sales & Service

AT

Milligan Insurance Agency, Inc.

PLUMBING & HEATING

2370 County Rd C
Crete, NE

(402) 826-2029

Dave Hochstetler, Jr
Dave Hochstetler, Sr

www.hawksplumbingandheating.com

502 Main Street
MILLIGAN, NE

Home * Auto * Farm
Umbrella Liability
Commercial * Crop * Life

(402) 629-4531

www.milliganinsuranceagency-com

G SCHLUETER

Repair & Specialties LLC
MILFORD, NE

402-761-2848

ij - L schlueterrepaircom

Top: (Left )Max Novak (Captain), Ella Vyhnalek, Blake Cerny, & Joshua Gordon take 3rd at Above: The 7th Grade and the 8th Grade show off their Beach and Wizard of Oz hallways. They
ESU#6 Quiz Bowl. (Right) Elementary County Spelling Contest. Edgar Tercero, Shane Dawes, also show off their Hallway Day outfits during Spirit Week.

Boone Smith, Legend Smith, & Araceli Garcia. Front: lennifer Acosta (placed 2nd).



Let us be partners in your future!
Jones Bank is proud to support students.

‘ We offer many products and services for students.
From Simply FREE Checking Accounts to Savings
Accounts to Car Loans and everything in between,
we will provide you with exceptional banking
experiences.

TYSER REPAIR
& AUTO SALES
702 Washington Street

Dorchester, NE _ ==\
68343 e |

SEE US TODAY FOR ALL
YOUR BANKING NEEDS!

888-562-3602 | jonesbank.com | —
JonesBank

\\E\CP PROCHASKA
T

Tax LLL.C

Business: (402) 946-4321
Cell: (402) 641-7498
gtyser@hotmail.com

Greg Tyser
owner

1335 Main
Crete, Nebraska 68333

(402) 826-2948

Sue Placek, Owner

The Junior Class & Ms. Schutte The Sophomore Class




Gr’.ll ) Chll MEMORIALS, FUNERAL &

CREMATION SERVICES
1739 Hawthorne St. y ey
Crete, NE 68333 'Because Someone Lived

402) 826-3853
L e Russell A. Johnson

Funeral Director/Funeral Home Manager

1600 West “O” Street
Lincoln, NE 68528

402-476-1501 402-641-6943 (cell)
Fax 402-476-1681

‘T(‘l'(}‘s Tax Ser"i"e LL(‘ rjohnson1564 @gmail.com

CITYBank

Veroniea Ortiz

1005 East 33 Suite #2 & Trust Co.
Crete, NE -
402) 826-3630 RO NG
Slia i Nebraska!
: i 1135 Main, Crete, NE
C R L 402-826-2144

3 Lincoln Locations

Q40P. St. e 4225 Lucile Dr.
. 2929 Pine Lake Rd.
J B FDIC www.citybankandtrust.com

The 8th Grade Class, Mrs. Severance, & Mr. Klooz The Freshmen Class & Mr. Nelson



C!ISTINA ‘'S

Family Restaurant

e . 2GR

" — W 1250 REDWOOD AVENUE
NELSON 402-626-4533
kl/CUNTRACTING
EXPERIENCE. QUALITY. SERVICE. ’us|“55“ouks

SUNDAY & MONDAY: CLOSED

Roofing, Gutters, Siding

TUESDAY TO SATURDAY: 10:00 AM TO 8:00 PM

514 1st Street
Milford, NE

* Screen-printing
* Promotional products

* Embroidery

® Sports apparel & equipment

402-641-5277

www.nelsoncontractingllc.com

HEATH

SPORTS & TEES

Store: 402-826-5187
Cell: 402-440-4989
Fax: 402-826-6283

Call us or stop in
for a quote!

2l ¥ N 9

heathsport@ gmail.com
heathtees.com

Since 1998 ==Master Elite

4 The Well

wellness, purpose, abundance

Julie Holly

Licensed Massage Therapist

Certified Aroma Therapist

1002 Lincoln Street Dorchester, NE
402-418-1838

thewell2@ hotmail.com

Facebook: Julie Well

Facebook: The Well

nEg

The Seventh Grade Class, Mr. Klooz & Mrs. Severance The Sixth Grade Class & Mr. Rut




o

JOHN DEERE

A

AKRS
Smithfield

Good {ood. Respousibly”

AMERICAN FAMILY
_ INSURANCE |

®

Angie Murray-Pate & Associates, LLC

1290 Quince Avenue
Crete, NE

(402) 826-4244

Angie-Murray-Pate-Associates-Mail@amfam.com

CRETE
)
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7

2223 INDUSTRIAL ROAD, CRETE, NE

\

T HERAPY

Casey Moeller, D.P.T.

&

830 East 1st St. * Crete, NE 68333
cretept.com

(402) 826-4381

smithfieldfoods.com/crete

Phone (402) 826-2255

Fax (402) 826-2228

The Fourth Grade Class & Mrs. Bruha The Fifth Grade Class & Mr. Zoubek




Dorchester August-Vanek

American Legion
Post 264

American Legion Auxiliary, American Legion Jr. Auxiliary,

Sons of the American Legion

In the Century of 2000
Investing in Our Community
Sponsoring the
Veterans Day Program

Dorehester
Insurance Agency

Dorehester, NE
.
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www.nefb.org

ﬁ The Third Grade Class, Mrs. Nerud & Mrs. Vazquez (para) The Second Grace Class, Mrs. Lautzenhiser & Ms. Duba (para)




Kuncl Funeral Home

Jeffrey R. Kuncl

DIRECTOR

131 W. 12th Street
Crete, NE

402-826-5178 * 402-821-3275

Landscaping
Trees and Native
Treasures Nursery

kunclfh.com

We're here to
help you grow.

First '
e a8

Visit us at 1fsb.bank

Come see us at: : :
www.navakauctwnsemce.com

Col. Darryl Novak

NM Auctioneer

% Home: (402) 826-5302
Auctioneer |\ [obile: (402) 641-7213

Col. Troy Novak
Auctioneer

) Home: (402) 946-2115
Mobile: (402) 641-1526

1575 Countyy Read D, Deroeser, NE 65343

The Kindergarten Class, Mrs. Schindler & Mrs. Persson (para) The First Grade Class, Mrs. Vyhnalek (para) & Mrs.Clouse
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DORCHESTER | 611 Washington
402.946.2351




Complete Rural

Medicine

Healing Hands. Caring Hearts.

Ana R. Taylor MSN, APRN, FNP-C

Chantel Collier MSN, APRN, FNP-C

Now Offering Aesthetics Including
Weight Loss, Hormone Replacement Therapy,
& Hormone Optimization Male & Female

215 2nd Street
Friend, NE

308-646-2471

www.completeruralmedicine.com

Farming
630 US Hwy 6
Friend, NE

SPRING CREEK REPAIR

910 County Road 1500
Dorchester, NE

402-641-1241

Owned by DHS Alumni

402.946.2007 e o w A

Keno - Pool Tables - Full Bar & Kitchen
Covered Patio & Beer Garden

www.springcreekrepair.com

ﬁ Morning Preschool, Mrs. Persing (Para), & Mrs. Musil Afternoon Preschool, Mrs. Musil, Mrs. Easley (Para), & Mrs. Persing (Para)
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BARLEY'S SPECIALTIES |

=)

L.J. Barley 402-560-6144
Owner 402-946-4001
803 Was t.

Mark & Sharon Bright
(402) 761-2266

2342 Shepard Rd. HOURS: M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Milford, NE 68405 Sat. 8 am.-12 p.m.

Alimo 5toragc & Rentals

Chief EZ Liner

EXICAN RESTAURANT

3531 PROGRESSIVE ROAD

Mark & Sharen Bright - (402) 761-225¢
664 Alimo Koad - Milford, Nebraska ‘EW‘RD" NE

“Remember the Ali_mo' (40 2)643-9544




;Pharmacy

y i(;( 1302 Linden Ave. j %
X Crete, NE 68333 13(
G i) O LT R

402-826-3784 Fax: 402-826-5836

stopnshop

stopnshopne.com

snacks-energy drinks
cold pop-ice -gasoline

1845 Grove Ave.

Cret e NE PHILLIPS
wrszesr90 OB 3

410 S. HWY 6

n Milford, NE

- 402-761-2872
2

nEg




company

EST 1947

Bill White - Warren Eicher - Trenton Volkmer - Jill Vegas
510 First Street | Milford, NE 68405

402-761-3361

austinfarmmgt(@ windstream.net

Farm Management « Crop Insurance « Appraisals @ Farm Sales

Visit Sid Dillon for the ultimate car-buying experience.

Crete | Lincoln | Fremont | Blair | Wahoo
R — 2 N\
= —J b \J — . — "-;— SEA @
w O OMc. S o) e
e BUICK" Caaittac & e HYUNDAI
— I LINCOLN CHRYSLER
@ MERCURY ® "‘"*E\f@.E‘" "’l m @ A

SidDillon.com
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Tuttle Inc.

110 Page Street
Friend, NE

& Si A 402-947-9391

www. TuttleInc.com

1201 Main St. * Mechanical Design *Fabrication
Crete NE * [nstallation *Project Management

We’re only a tap away with
(402) 826-1107 Online Banking and Mobile Deposit!

Mon-Sat 10am-8pm Cattle

—BANK & TRUST—

W’ Hosanna wzuu

Home Care Services, LC

www.cattlebank.com
1327 Main Ave- 104 South 5th Street 405 North 5th Street 6550 Merchant Drive

Crete, NE

(402) 643-3636 (402) 643-4545 (402) 420-7400 (402) 434-7400

Compassion - Dignity - Respect
(402) 826-7148

The DHS football team on the scrimmage line with the The High School Quiz Bowl placed 3rd at CRC Quiz Bowl. Coach Sandy
newly built Crows Nest behind. Severance, Gabby Theis, Bailey Theis, Addison Lehr (Alt.), Owen Vyhnalek,

2 4 Andrea Pavlish (Captain), Ashton Jirsa, Amber Kotas (Alt.), Victoria Leavitt,
Madison Theis (Alt.) & Baylor Behrens.




Beer « Wine » Spirits

1750 Hawthorne Ave.

Crete,NE t:m‘sr Aum

,—mwc—/

(402) 826-9206
1455 Blue Acres St.

Crete, NE

(402) 826-5191
Cale & Jen Olson

www.cristautobody.com

518 1st St Milford, NE
Gabriel, Burger & Else, CPA

(402) 761-4547
418 Seward St.

Seward, NE

402-643-4557

gbecpa.com

The Girls Basketball Team with 3rd place plague at CRC Tourney. BR: Asst. Coach Brent Top Senior Kayli Carey signs with Midland University
Zoubek, Savannah June, Bailey Theis, Jace Yager, Baylor Behrens, Atley Zoubek, Lily Lehr, for track. Top Right: Raising the bar, Junior Owen 5
Micaela Loarca, Gabby Theis, Livia Schweitzer Livia Schweitzer, Quinn Kasl, & Coach Brandon Vyhnalek & sophomore Carter Cerny assist the Harvard 2
Bruha. FR: Madison Theis, Kayli Carey, Amber Kotas, Hailey Schweitzer, & Addison Lehr. player up after the play which surprised the other team. I




THAI ASIAN MARKET

995 East Highway 33
Crete, NE

402-826-6181

1041 Main Ave.
Crete, NE

531-571-1724

guanajuatorestaurantcrete.com

BY WYNDHAM

1880 West 12th St.

Precision Crete, NE
pomsbiion (402) 826-3600
Dr. NiCk Dierks Free WiFi Free Breakfast

100% Smoke-Free Hotel

130 East 13th Street
Crete, NE

402-826-4302 RN

www.Precisiondentalcrete.com

email: www.frontdesk@cretedental.com - — A J

E P 1i% \
Top Left: The 7th grade at the JH dance (the 1st in a long time). Troy Dawes, Left: The Volleyball Team celebrates senior Hailey Schweitzer making
Landon Shaw, Paxton Behrens, Trevin Steuk, Kaitlyn Bolton, Brennaly 1000 assists in her VB career. Right: Fourth graders Harvey Thalken,
2 Vazquez, Cameron Yager, Malikhi Gooding, Javier Cornejo, & Erik Paiz. Top Miguel Gonzalez, Jaxon Nerud, & lan Turquiz enjoy popcom as part of
Right: Mrs, Lutjemeyer & Mrs. Severance dress up for Spirit Week. the first ever popcorn days at school.




&

WASTE CONNECTIONS OF NEBRASKA
Connect with the Future® *

2101 Judson
Lincoln. NE 68521
402 438 4777

G &P Development Landfill

427 238th Road
Milford, NE 68405
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HE b(;yOIld
VIEW, wildest
- dreams

Taylor Swift performs her 44-song setlist to a sold-out crowd
during her record-breaking Eras Tour, which became the first
concert tour in history to gross over $1 billion. The engoing tour
generated over $6.4 billion in economic impact in the U.S. and
Canada, turning Swift into a billionaire herself and paving the way
for her to break the record for most No. 1 albums by a woman
in history. Along with releasing three new albumns, premiering a
coneert film and becoming the first person to ever win
four Album of the Year Grammys, Swift
shared the wealth by donating to
local food banks at each tour
stop and providing bonuses
totaling over $55 million to
her Eras Tour workers
Photo credit: Newscom

entertainment f =8

SHE'S A MASTERMIND

Taylor Swift announces the Taylor Swift:
The Eras Tour concert film, with tickets
s(ling for $19.89 in honor of her 7989

r's Version) album.
notably cut out major distrib
Swift secretly we /

i This me
% of the mov
ise would have gon
spurring other performers,




)‘"‘"ﬂ IT"S A BARBIE WORLD

Actor Margot Robbie stars as Stereotypical Barbie in the Greta
Gerwig-directed hit movie Barbie, Moviegoers everywhere painted
theaters pink as they flocked to see the film, which raked in over
$1.4 billion worldwide and marked a historic milestone as the
highest-grossing female-directed film of all time. The movie's
soundtrack also broke records, with hits like Dua Lipa's "Dance
The Night" and Billie Eilish's "What Was | Made For?” gaining viral
popularity through streaming and social media platforms.
Photo credit: Newscom

BARBENHEIMER BONANZA

The simultaneous release of Greta Gerwig's Barbie and Christopher
Nolan's Oppenheimer on July 21, dubbed "Barbenheimer” by fans,
quickly becomes the cultural phenomenon of the summer. The
contrasting worlds of the glittery-pink, feel-good musical comedy
and the dark, historical biopic took social media by storm and
sparked an unexpected alliance between the two films. Deemed
as the "great pop culture unifier of the year; the frenzy offered a
box office revival as the fourth-strongest opening weekend ever

in cinemas. Photo credit: Newscom

100 YEARS OF MAGIC

Disney celebrates its 100th anniversary on
Oct. 16. The company, founded in 1923 by
Walt Disney, became known for creating
classic animated films like Snow White and
Cinderella, as well as contemporary fan
favorites, including the Frozen franchise.
Disney celebrated this anniversary with
special events at their theme parks,
exclusive merchandise and the release of
Once Upon a Studio, an original short film
that followed Mickey Mouse as he gathered
some of Disney's most legendary characters
fora group DhOl’O. Phota credit: Newscom

POPULAR ARTISTS
OF THE YEAR

ARIANA GRANDE  OLIVIA RODRIGO
BADBUNNY  PESO PLUMA
ED SHEERAN  POST MALONE
FEID SZA
HARRY STYLES  TAYLOR SWIFT
UNGKOOK THE WEEKND
AROL 6 ZACH BRYAN
LANA DEL REY
MILEY CYRUS

THAT'S MY QUARTERBACK

American football players Marcus Mariota,

A NEW RENAISSANCE

Thirty-two-time Grammy winner Beyoncé
performs to one of five sold-out crowds
at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London,
England, during her 56-show Renaissance
World Tour. The global tour stopped at

a number of cities scattered across the
U.S. and Europe, grossing a whopping
$579 million and boosting the American
economy by $4.5 billion. Her first solo
headline tour in seven years, Beyoncé's
Renaissance spanned almost three hours
in length and saw fans of all ages dressed
head to toe in dazzling sci-fi disco-
themed outfit flt for a queen.

Phot

Patrick Mahomes and Kirk Cousins attend
the Hollywood premiere of Netflix's new

television documentary series "Quarterback.”

The show became a hit as it took viewers
behind the scenes of what life was like in the

NFL for the three pro quarterbacks, with plans
for a second season soon announced. Netflix's
another sports documentary series

"Beckham,

that followed soccer icon David Beckhar's
metecric rise and career, hit #1 on Netflix
charts while garnering 30 million views and
145 million hours of viewing time in just
three weeks. Photo credit: Newscom

Phota credns Newscom
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T0P 10 MOST-FOLLOWED
INSTAGRAM ACCOUNTS

1 GHISTIAND RI]NHLD(]

61 9M followers
2. LOKEL MESS
498M followers
3. SELEV 6OWEZ
429M followervs

4. KYLIE JENNER

iejenner

399M followers

6. ARIANA GRANDE
380M followers

1 I(IM KARDASHIAN
364M followers

8. BEY{INEE KNDWLES

31 9M foIIowers

¥ KHLDE I(HH[]HSHIHN

31 ™ foHowers

3. DWAYNE “THE ROCK" JOHNSON  10. KENDALL JENNER

3 61-\-.1 ollowers

alljenner
4M followers

THE SUMMER'S SPINOFF

Actors Lola Tung, Christopher
Briney and Gavin Casalegno
star in the hit series "The
Summer | Turned Pretty.”
Season 2, based on Jenny Han's
bestselling books, continued
Belly Conklin's journey as she
navigated her relationships with
Conrad and Jeremiah Fisher.
Renewed for a third season
on Prime Video in August, the
show sparked viral TikTok
hashtags, with #TeamConrad
and #TeamJeremiah amassing
over 5.2 billion views as fans
sides in the love triangle.

American singer-songwriter
Olivia Rodrigo performs on the "Today”
show at Rockefeller Center in New York
City on Sept. 8 after the release of her
second studio album, GUTS. The album’s
lead single, “Vampire,” became Rodrigo's
third song to debut atop Billboard's Top
100 chart. Amid her rising success, the
three-time Grammy-winning 21-year-
old announced her GUTS World Tour,
featuring 77 stops (and counting) across
North America and Europe over a six-
month span. Photo credit: Newscom
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NETELIX SUITS UP

After its series finale in 2019, "Suits"”
makes a comeback on Netflix. A Netflix
record-breaker, the nine-season legal

drama accrued 3.14 billion viewing \
minutes, surpassing "Manifest” and

ranking eighth among top TV shows.

Notable for hosting stars like Meghan
Markle, the show witnessed a 27% surge

| in demand within its first month on the
streaming platform. Photo credit: Newscom

TOP REALITY TV SHOWS OF THE YEAR

SOUID GAME: THE CHALLENGE = THE MASKED SINGER
THE GOLDEN BACHELOR « THE CHALLENGE
DANCING WITH THESTARS ~ ~ THE GREAT BRITISH
SURVIVOR BAKE OFF

THE HUNGER GAMES RETURN

Lionsgate releases the newest installment of The Hunger
Games franchise, titled The Hunger Games: The Ballad of
Songbirds and Snakes, in theaters on Nov. 17. The haunting
origin tale was set 64 years before the events of the first
film and followed Snow’s rise to power, long before he
became the president of the Capitol. The prequel, starring
Rachel Zegler as Lucy Gray Baird and Tom Blyth as young
Snow, garnered an estimated $44 million at the box office
inits Opening weekend. Photo credit: Newscom




NEws & trends

STRIKING IN SOLIDARITY

Actors Adam Sandler and Ben Stiller walk the picket line of

the SAG-AFTRA strike in New York City. The Writers Guild

of America (WGA) and the Screen Actors Guild-American
Federation of Television and Radio Artists (SAG-AFT: RA) both
went on strike in the summer over wages, streaming residuals
and job security related to Al. Both groups reached agreements
with the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers
(AMPTP) in the fall and called off the strike. Photo credit: Newscom

President Joe Biden becomes the first

sitting president to join a picket line as he speaks to union
workers from three major car companies leading a historic strike
under Union Auto Workers President Shawn Fain on Sept. 15. The
strike began when dissatisfaction with stagnant wages and rising
profits led the workforce to unite and cease operations. Striking
came to an end on Oct. 30, as Ford, Stellantis and General Motors
tentatively agreed to deals in line with UAW demands.

Fhoto credit: Adam Schultz/The White House




MCCARTHY OUSTED, JOHNSON SWORN IN — LET'S TALK TIKTOK —

Congress successfully elects Rep. Mike Johnson as -

Speaker of the House following the failed attempts of GET READY WITH ME
three other Republican nominees. On Oct. 3, former House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy was voted out of his position as
a result of a motion filed by Rep. Matt Gaetz, leaving the
House unable to conduct business for three weeks. This
was the first time in American history a House speaker
was removed from office before the end of their term.
Photo credit: Newscom

e

#grwm - 183.9 billion views

ROMAN EMPIRE

#romanempire - 4.1 billion views

GIRL DINNER

#girldinner - 3.1 billion views

BEIGE FLAG
ENTEH THE SPHEHE #beigeflag - 1.9 billion views

The Sphere in Las Vegas, Nevada, opens on Sept. 29, [:I!INUN EUENT
boasting an 18,600-seat auditorium with cutting-edge 4 2

audio and video technologies. The Sphere was designed #canonevent - 1.1 billion views
for award shows, concerts and various entertainment
events, including ring sports and esports tournaments.
The Sphere's innovative design and state-of-the-art
features made it a versatile venue that creates an
unparalleled immersive experience for a wide range

! of audiences. photo credit Harold Litwiler/Flickr

Photo credit: Newscom

UNDER PRESSURE

A recent study reveals that New York

City, home to 421 skyscrapers, is sinking
under the weight of its own buildings
Researchers from the U.S. Geological Survey
and the University of Rhode Island studying
sea-level rise in coastal cities found that
the collective weight of the city’s 1,084,954
buildings — amounting to a staggering

1.68 trillion pounds — was causing NYC

to gradually sink by up to 2 millimeters per
year. This, compounded with melting ice
sheets linked to rising sea levels, posed a
heightened flood risk to the Big Apple.

Photo credit: Adam Schuftz/The White House

WOMEN OF LEGACY

The nation pays its final respects to former First Lady
salynn Carter, retired U.S. Supreme Court Associate
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor and sitting U.S. Senator
Dianne Feinstein, all of whom died in 2023. Carter was
known for her advocacy of mental health during a time
when it was not widely discussed, while O'Connor was the
first woman appointed to the U.S. Suprerne Court. At the age
of 90, Feinstein was the oldest sitting senator and longest-
serving female senator in U.S. history, but had recently faced
calls to step down amid health concerns. Photo credits: Newscom

LLS. Supreme Court
First Lady Associate Justice U.S. Senator

Rosalynn Carter Sandra Day O'Connor Dianne Feinstein




Hll it’s a love sto

Fans hold giant cutouts of Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce during

a game between the Philadelphia Eagles and Kansas City

Chiefs on Nov. 20. The pair started dating after Kelce T
admitted to trying to give Swift his phone number f&a
via friendship bracelet at her Eras Tour stop in <, \
Kansas City, and the singer attended several “!\ .

Chiefs games throughout the season.
Kelces jersey sales skyrocketed by
400%, and Chiefs viewership
soared amid their romance.

Photo credit: Newscom
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GOOD-BYE TO AN OLD FRIEND



-3 In October, guests stay the night in
“* * Shrek's Swamp. The themed Airbnb
2 . in the Scottish Highlands opened to

% the public for just three nights over

# 4 Halloween weekend. The experience
& ._was completely free of charge for

* ““those chosen, and guests were

*5 " treated to parfaits, waffles in the

morning and full access to Shrek's

signature outhouse. Photo credit: Newscom

SUPREME ADMISSIONS
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On : me

s, s fi e-thru in Bolingbrook,
lllinois, on D ahead of the tentative 2024
debut. The limited chain, themed around the '80s
and '90s alien character CosMc, aimed to capitalize

gia. McDonald's planned to unveil

approximately 10 pilot CosMc's locations by the
end of 2024, initially targeting the Dallas-Fort Worth
and San Antonio metro areas. Photo credit:

WORDS OF THE YEAR
AUTHENTIC

Merriam Webster
AUTHENTIC (adjective):
n irmi on, tru

Oxford
RIZZ (noun):

GENEROSITY INBILLIONS

Billionaire philanthropist MacKenzie Scott
donates more than 52 billion to over 300
organizations, following her pledge to donate
the majority of her wealth. Since her 2019
divorce from Amazon founder Jeff Bezos,
Scott had given more than $16.5 billion to
1,900 nonprofit organizations. While her
philanthropy faced both praise and criticism,

i slightly over half of
surveyed nonprofits found her grants eased
fundraising, with 88% considering it their
largest unrestricted ¢ it:




SHO-TIME!




A NEW LEGEND

Nineteen-year-old Coco

Gauff kisses her trophy after
winning the U.S. Open on
Sept. 9. The win made Gauff
the first American teenager

to secure the Grand Slam title
since Serena Williams in 1999.
After beating Aryna Sabalenka
in the final round, Gauff held
career-high rankings of world
No. 3 in singles and world No.
1 in doubles by the Women's
Tennis Association.

Photo credit: Newscom

1 MAGICAL MATCH-UP

. Inter Miami CF owners Jorge Mas,
* Jose Mas and David Beckham

introduce Argentine soccer star

" Lionel Messi as the club's newest

signing to a sold-out crowd at
DRV PNK Stadium. The eight-time
Ballon d'Or winner and FIFA World

. Cup champion signed a multiyear

contract in July that will earn him
upwards of $60 million per year from

| his salary, signing bonus and team
. equity. The acquisition became the

biggest signing in MLS history since
Beckham's arrival at LA Galaxy back

4n 2007. Photo credit: Newscom




LEAVING T ALL ON THE FIELD

U.S. Women's National Soccer Team
superstars Megan Rapinoe, 38, and Julie Ertz,
31, announce their retirement from women's
soccer. Three-time Olympian Rapinoe ranked
among the top 10 in USWNT history for goals
and assists, with over 63 goals and 73 assists
Two-time Olympian Ertz expressed a desire to

spend more time with her family, especially her
one-year-old son, Madden, Photo credits: Newscom

brotherly love

NFL stars and famous brothers Jason Kelce and
Travis Kelce experience newfound success off the
football field. Amid Travis's high-profile romance
with pop star Taylor Swift, the loveable duo also
gained attention with their widely listened-to
New Heights podcast. The show, where
the brothers entertained listeners with
humarous takes on their football
experiences weekly, emerged as
one of the year's most followed
new podcasts and was crowned
Spotify's No. 1 sports podcast
globally. Photo credits: Newscom




ALL FORE THE CUP

Team Europe celebrates as they pose for a photo after winning the
Ryder Cup on Oct. 1. The biennial event was hosted in Italy for the

RUN IT BACK

Miami Dolphins quarterback
Tua Tagovailoa celebrates
with head coach Mike
McDaniel near the end

of Miami's blowout win

over Denver on Sept. 24.
Miami racked up more than
700 yards in the historic
70-20 win, marking a rare
“scorigami” final score
never witnessed in NFL
history. This was only the
third time in NFL history that
a team scored 70 points or
more in a single game.

Photo credit:
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RAISE THE ROOF

Kansas City Mayar Quinton Lucas
signs the final beam for the first
stadium in the world dedicated to
women’s professional sports. The
5125 million National Women's
Soccer League stadium, scheduled
to open in March 2024, would be
the home of the Kansas City Current
and had the capacity for 11,500.
Kansas City Chiefs quarterback
Patrick Mahomes and his wife,
Brittany, became co-owners of

the club in early 2023.

Photo credits: Newscom

VERSTAPPEN UNSTOPPABLE

Max Verstappen celebrates
winning the F1 Grand Prix of Abu
Dahbi on Nov. 26. Verstappen

and the Red Bull team enjoyed a
dominant season on the Formula
One tour, winning 21 of 22 races. It
was the third consecutive season
championship for Verstappen's Red
Bull team. Photo credit: Newscom

KIND OF A BI6 DILL

Pickleball is the fastest-growing
sport in the United States for the
fifth year in a row. Nearly one in five
American adults reported having
played at least one game within the
last year, and there were no signs of
slowing down. A mash-up of tennis,
pingpong and badmintan, Pickleball
attracted enthusiasts of all ages
with its accessible gameplay,
affordability and social appeal

Photo credit: Aleksander Saks/Unsplash

first time in history at the Marco Simone Golf and Country Club and
lured thousands of golf fans across the world to spectate the battle
between the European and American pro golfers. Europe secured a
16%-11% victory over the United States, reclaiming the Ryder Cup
and extending their undefeated streak on home soil to 30 years
Photo credit: Newscom




PAINT THE

Swirling colo

future of
medicine

Scientists and doctors around the world research ribonucleic acid
(RNA) therapies to treat a variety of viruses, diseases and other
health issues. RNA medicines gained huge momentum in 2021 with
the successful development of the COVID-19 vaccine, a messenger
RNA (mRNA) treatment. Researchers continued to find new uses for
this highly-targeted form of treatment and predicted its potential for

immunotherapy, anti-viral treatments and tissue regeneration.
Photo credit: Newscom



SUPER HEAVY TEST

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket launches from the pad at Cape
Canaveral, Florida, on Nov. 12. SpaceX continued to push
boundaries with its vehicle testing. The SpaceX super heavy
Starship, the largest vehicle ever to have flown into space,
made it into orbit on an unmanned test flight but was unable to
make it through a planned 90-minute test. Photo credit: Newscom

CLASH OF THE GIANTS

Threads makes its debut in early July shortly before
its direct competitor Twitter officially rebrands to X
Launched by Meta, which ¢ owns Instagram and
Facebook, the brand-ney al media platform
was designed for sharing short text updates

and joining public conversations. Meanwhile, X
introduced a subscription model, which included
features like removing ads, longer posts and the
coveted blue checkmark. Photo credit: Newst

BREAKING FREE

After being anchored to the ocean fioor for three
decades, ‘gest iceberg in the-world breaks
free of Anta es its way toward
eported the iceberg,
and weighing
traveling northward
at appi miles per day, propelled by
strong wind an an currents. The mass was
roughly three times the size of New York City and
ranked among the world's oldest icebergs.

Photo credit: Newscom
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS

TikTok launches its e-commerce platform, TikTok
Shop, in the U.S,, seeking to turn its cultural influence
into sales. Available to 40% of the app's users,

the Shop tab reached all 150 million U.S. users

by October, and over 200,000 sellers and 100,000
content creators applied for the program. TikTok
Shop's launch came amidst U.S. government
negotiations and criticisms, with the platform
assuring users of a secure checkout process and
Oracle-managed U.S. user data storage.

Photo credit: Newscom
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INTHE EYE OF THE STORM

= Residents of St. Petersburg, Florida, assess the .'
= devastating impact of Hurricane Idalia, which
makes landfall as a Category 3 storm in late S

August. Winds exceeding 125 miles per hour and
16-foot storm surges caused widespread power

outages, intense flooding and structural damage

to homes and businesses. Evacuation orders were
sent to 23 counties for the worst storm to hit Florida
inmore than a century. Photo credit: City of St. Petersburg

devastation ji =
in maui

ne-'m rrum past seasons. Photo credit: J‘Jn-wsr:cr.r_rl
President Joe Biden examines a burnt-out car as he and First Lady Jill Biden tour the
damage from Maui's deadly wildfires with Hawaii Governor Josh Green and his wife, Jaime
Kanani Green, on Aug. 21 in Lahaina, Maui. In early August, a series of wildfires broke
out across Hawaii, initially sparked by downed power lines and later reignited by windy
conditions. The wind-whipped fire, which became the deadliest in the U.S. in more than a
century, prompted emergency evacuations and caused widespread damage, claiming 115
lives in the town of Lahaina on Maui's northwest coast. Photo credit: Adam Schultz/The White House HEAI.TH'EH TUMUHHUW
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"Raising
the Bar” is
Volume 32 of
DHS's yearbook
collection. The
2023-2024
Longhorn was
written and
composed by
the high school
journalism class.
The cover
was designed
by journalism
student, Hailey
Schweitzer.
The body font

used was Athelas;

the folio font
was Comic Sans

ABOUT THE BOOK

and. Special Thanky

MS: the caption
font was Altivo;
the heading
font was Bebas
Neue; and the
subheading font
was AWPCChelsea
and Uniwars.

We would
like to extend
our gratitude
to Kris Hemry,
the greatest
Walsworth
Representative
ever. Thanks
also to Anderson
Studios for group
photos and Mimi
Axline for sports’

team photos.
The staff
has one last big
thank you to the
amazing Mrs.
Sandy Severance
for all of her
effort, time,
and dedication
she puts forth to
make the yearbook
a success. We
wouldn't be able
to do it without
her.

Sincerely,
DHS Yearbook
Staff
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