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A Word From the Principal 

continued... 

Dear Deer Creek Families, 
As we turn the calendar to February, the energy in our hallways is palpable. This is a 
"hinge" month for our students—a time when we celebrate the incredible growth 
achieved during the winter months while simultaneously preparing for the final 
stretch of our academic year. 
 
Celebrating the Arts 
We invite you to join us for our upcoming performances, which represent months of 
hard work and artistic discipline: 
• Winter Band & Orchestra Concerts: Come hear the progress our musicians have 

made as they perform their winter repertoire.  February 18th 

• Choir & Theatre Showcases: Our vocalists and actors are ready to take the 
spotlight! These showcases are a wonderful opportunity to see the creative 
expression thriving at Deer Creek. - February 17th. 

 
Academic Growth and Parent-Student Conferences 
Our upcoming Parent-Student Team Conferences are a vital part of our partnership 
with you. Following our recent focus on student growth data (MGP), these meetings 
are the perfect time to discuss your student's individual progress.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our students and our school community. 
Whether it is through attending a concert, participating in a conference, or simply 
helping your student stay organized at home, your involvement is what makes Deer 
Creek a "high-growth" environment for every child. 
 
Panorama Family Survey  2025-26 School Year 
 
Family Survey Communication: 
Our school is committed to ensuring that your experience with our school is 
collaborative, successful and helps your child learn and grow. We want to know how 
we are doing. Panorama Education is a company who conducts student and family 
surveys in schools and districts across the country. 
 
Below is a link to complete a survey about family school partnerships. The survey is 
anonymous and will take around 15 – 20 minutes to complete. The results will be 

http://DeerCreekMountaineers.org/
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Deer-Creek-Middle-School-PTO/1387654894857803
https://www.facebook.com/Deer-Creek-Middle-School-733052516774916/photos/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Deer-Creek-Middle-School-PTO/1387654894857803
https://www.facebook.com/Deer-Creek-Middle-School-733052516774916
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A Word From the Principal, continued... 
compiled into school level climate reports. These reports will be used by district leadership and school staff to continue the 
positive work of our schools while identifying and addressing current needs.  
 
The family survey is open until Friday, February 20.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to give us feedback! 
 
If the link below does not work, highlight the link using your cursor.  Then copy and paste the link into your browser address 
window and hit the “Enter” or “Return” key on your keyboard.  
 

Survey Link: surveys.panoramaed.com/jeffco/family 
 
Survey QR Code:       

     

2nd Trimester ends on February 20th 
The second trimester will be winding up soon, the last day coming up on Friday, February 20th.   
 
Please take a moment to log in to the Campus Portal – or have your student do it themselves and show you – to review current 
grades and any missing assignments.  Students sometimes find that missing work has piled up over the trimester and try 
frantically to hand in assignments at the last minute in an effort to recover some grades before the term ends.   
 
Please keep the following school grading policies in mind: 
• Because trimester grades are final, work turned in after the end of the term will not impact a previous grade.  
• All work is accepted for full Content Knowledge credit prior to the final assessment of each unit, but not to extend beyond the 

end of the term. 
• The Work Habits grade will be impacted by work that is turned in after the due date. 
 
Because of due dates for posting grades, teachers cannot accept late/missing work after the end of the term.   
Missing work that is still within the current unit should be turned in as soon as possible to receive content knowledge credit.  As 
throughout the school year, students wishing to improve a grade should talk to their teacher about second chance opportunities 
that might be available. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Brandon Hall 
Principal 
Deer Creek Middle School 

https://surveys.panoramaed.com/jeffco/family
https://www.meltingpot.com/littleton-co
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(L-R  Molly Law, Assistant Principal, Madison Mac-

donald, Ransom Salaz, Declan Lobb, Rhys Effertz, 

Ryan Ayala, Victoria Hernandez, Brandon Hall, 

Principal) 

Mountaineers of the Month - January 2026 
Each of these students has demonstrated PEAK (Prepared, Engaged, Ac-
countable, and Kind and Respectful) behavior and in doing so, is being 
recognized as our top Mountaineers for January.  

6th Grade 
Madison Macdonald: Madison exemplifies all Peak values: She is a kind, 
hard-working student who is genuinely curious about learning, and 
about how people are feeling. 
 
Ryan Ayala: Ryan is always committed to his learning. He works hard to 
meet expectations and is accountable for his own improvement. He is 
always kind and respectful and helpful to others.Ryan holds himself to 
high standards and exemplifies PEAK expectations consistently. 
 

7th Grade 
Rhys Effertz - Rhys is a great student who is always prepared and en-
gaged in the work in front of him. He also has frequently gone out of the 
way to help make our classroom/school better than he found it - he 
cleans up messes left behind, keeps his group on task, and always leads 
rich discussions.  
 
Declan Lobb- Declan is new to DCMS this year. He has really blossomed 
this trimester- he completes work on time, is kind and respectful, and 
(most importantly) is an asset to his book club group during discussion 
and thinking routines.  
 

8th Grade 
Victoria Hernandez - Victoria always works well with others, in a polite 
and supportive way.  She is diligent in her schoolwork and takes oppor-
tunities to extend her learning whenever she can.  She is a great stu-
dent!  
 
Ransom Salaz- Ransom is always taking his learning seriously in class. He 
is thoughtful with his work and is a great example for his peers. 
 

http://www.longmontdairy.com/milk-caps-for-mooola
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CMAS Testing 

This spring, students will be taking the Colorado Measures of Academic Success (CMAS), a state mandated assessment that 
determines a student’s achievement and academic growth in relation to the Colorado Academic Standards, which are aimed at 
preparing students for college and career success.   
 
We asked students to help choose the dates through a Google survey.  When asked which dates would help students to take 
their time, do excellent work, and stay focused, the students chose a Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Therefore, students 
will take the assessments on the following dates: 
 
• All grades will take the Math and ELA CMAS sessions throughout the day on April 14th, 15th, and 16th. 

• Stay tuned for the daily testing schedule, which will be published in March. 
• Families will be receiving communication if your student is receiving extended time. 

• 8th graders will take the science sessions on April 8th (regular scheduled day). 
 
Deer Creek is committed to using a body of evidence to inform us about instruction and students’ learning and progress. The 
data generated from a variety of measures, including CMAS, helps us meet the needs of all of our students and allows us to 
make decisions to improve student learning and growth.  
 
Here are some additional important facts about the CMAS assessments: 

• Students who miss a testing session will make up that session as soon as possible within the state testing window. 
• Please ensure that your student is attending school on testing dates. Please avoid late arrivals and early dismissals, 

as they might interrupt your child’s testing session. 
• During the testing window, regularly scheduled school learning opportunities will continue.  

 
At Deer Creek, we are committed to preparing students for a promising future full of choices. We value utilizing data to make 
instructional decisions, while at the same time preserving instructional time in the classroom. We hope that this information is 
helpful to you and answers questions that you may have about the CMAS assessments.   
 
Please contact Molly Law at 303-982-3820 or molly.law@jeffco.k12.co.us with any questions you may have.   Our teachers 
dedicate themselves to providing your child with the highest quality education. Thank you for being a supportive member of 
our community of learning.  
 

http://www.castlerockautoplex.com/
mailto:molly.law@jeffco.k12.co.us
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From the Dean 
This month brings information about lunch and student IDs. Students are expected to have their school ID each day at lunch to 
scan, making the process smooth and quick. We have a large number of students who have lost their ID, which causes the last 
students in line to have little time to eat. New IDs can be purchased in the office for $5. You may receive an email this month if 
your student is not bringing or needs an ID. We want to get students through the line quickly, so they have time to eat without 
being rushed, can clean up the cafeteria afterward and provide sufficient time for our cafeteria staff to prepare for the next lunch. 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Kyle Kimberlin 
Dean of Students 
 

Mental Health Counselor 
As the days grow longer and the world begins to brighten, it’s the perfect time to refresh your routine and invite the vibrant 
energy of spring into your life. You can give your mood a serious lift just by heading outside for some sun and fueling up with 
fresh, colorful foods that keep your energy steady. Getting active is key, too—whether that’s a quick walk in the fresh air or a 
workout you actually enjoy, moving your body is a great way to keep that positive momentum going. 
 
Taking care of your head space is all about sticking to the simple habits that keep you feeling good. Make sure you’re getting 
enough sleep to recharge and take the time to hang out with friends so you don't feel stuck in a rut. Throw in some deep 
breathing to clear out any stress, and keep your calendar full of fun things to look forward to. This time of year is your chance to 
hit the reset button, stay energized, and get ready for the sunny days ahead! 

 
Denise Bettcher 
Social Worker 
Deer Creek Middle School 
 

7th Grade Science Update 
The Healthy Decision Making unit will be taught this May in 7th grade science classes.  This unit is a follow up to the 5th grade 
Growing and Changing unit.   The focus of this unit is making well-informed decisions about individual health and well-being.  
Students will further develop their knowledge of sexual health, healthy relationships, and the dangers regarding tobacco, 
alcohol, and other drugs.  Students will learn the effectiveness of different birth control methods with a focus on abstinence, 
how to prevent the transmission of sexually transmitted diseases, and the importance of communication and consent. Students 
will be introduced to a decision making process to help them learn to evaluate risk factors and make healthy decisions for 
themselves, now and in the future.  A parent letter will be emailed home and posted on Mrs. Saueracker's and Mrs. Haggenjos’s 
Google Classroom as the start of the unit approaches. 

http://www.fourcorners-ps.com/
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Counselors Update 
8th Grade Parents 

As we prepare our 8th graders for high school, part of this process is registering for 9th grade classes. Registration information is 
posted on the 8th grade Base Camp Google Classrooms with many helpful links. Please take a look at these with your student. 
 

On Tuesday, February 10th, Chatfield Senior 
High Counseling Team will be here at Deer 
Creek to meet with students to begin the 
registration process during 5th period. Students 
will receive paperwork to bring home. Please 
look over this with your students and complete 
the course selection together. Chatfield 
Counselors will return on February 19th to 
collect the signed forms and input course 
choices. Students will not have the opportunity 
to change their selections after this date, so 
please have conversations about their 
selections at home.  
 

Students can access important information by 
joining the Chatfield Class of 2030 Google 
Classroom, code to join is u2ul2irt.  
 

Chatfield is hosting an 8th Grade Parent Night 
on Wednesday Feb 11th from 6 - 7:30 pm in 
the Chatfield Auditorium. 
Please see the flyer below for more information 
about Chatfield Course Selection and 
Registration   (add flyer) 
 

For students attending other area high schools, 
please seek out registration information on the 
high school's website.  

Sponsorship space in this 
newsletter  

is extremely affordable!  
Reach parents in your local community 

and a significant portion of your 

investment goes back to the school! 

Want to sponsor this school? Please 

contact Rob Mangelson at 

Rob@tscacolorado.com  

or (720) 878-4107. 

mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
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continued... 

Deer Creek Middle School PTO News - January 2026 
Greetings! The PTO is looking forward to a fun month ahead, including our 6th grade social, con-
ference meals, and a spirit night! Read on for more info, and please join us at our next PTO 
meeting on Monday, March 3rd in the DCMS library! 
 
Please email us at deercreekpto1@gmail.com anytime with questions or ideas – or visit us at our 
website.  
 

Dates to Remember! 
● February 2: PTO meeting (6-7pm) 
● February 11-12: Teacher conference meals 
● February 18: Raising Cane’s Spirit Night  
● February 19: 6th Grade Social  
● March 2: PTO meeting (6-7pm) 
● March 18: Mad Greens Spirit Night 

6th and 7th graders:  2026-27 School Year Course Registration 
Soon counselors will be meeting with current 6th and 7th grade students to discuss options for their classes next school year on 
February 2nd and 3rd. Students will be assigned English/Language Arts, Math, Social Studies and Science classes, and they will get to 
request their electives. Students will complete a course selection form with parent signature, due Feb. 6. Information about classes 
can be found on our website in the DCMS Course Guide.  
 

All current 6th graders will be choosing a pathway: STEM or Humanities. For more information, please click on the links below: 

 

STEM Pathway 

Humanities Pathway 

Calling all 6th Graders!  Don't miss the Frost & Flannel social on 
February 19th at 6:00-7:30pm - with a live DJ, light snacks, games, 
and more! Feel free to wear sparkles or your favorite flannel shirt!  
Please have your student bring their signed permission slip and $6 
entry fee to the school office BEFORE the social to receive their VIP 
bracelet and skip the line at the dance! Permission slips are required 
to attend and will be distributed to students at school.  
Permission slips will be handed out to students the week of February 
9th. 
 
Please consider joining or contributing to the frosty fun by signing up 
to chaperone, donate snacks, or assist with set-up or clean-up:  6th 
Grade Social Sign Up 

Teacher Conference Meals  
The PTO is providing dinners for our teachers and staff who are staying late for parent/teacher conferences on the evenings of 
February 11-12th. We’d love your help supporting a soup, salad, and sandwich bar on Wednesday, February 11, including food 
donations, set-up, and clean-up.  
 
If interested in helping, please sign up here: Conference Meal Sign Up. 

Frost & Flannel 6th Grade Social! 

mailto:deercreekpto1@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/deercreekmspto
https://deercreek.jeffcopublicschools.org/counseling/course-registration
https://deercreek.jeffcopublicschools.org/learning/special-programs/stem-pathway
https://deercreek.jeffcopublicschools.org/learning/special-programs/humanities-pathway
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4FADAD2CA6FA7-61806636-6thgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4FADAD2CA6FA7-61806636-6thgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4FADAD2CA6FA7-61750463-spring#/
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continued... 

Deer Creek Middle School PTO News, continued... 

Stock the Snack Shack!     
7th grade families are supporting the Snack Shack for Trimester 2! Please consider making a donation 
here to help us fuel the wonderful DCMS staff: 7th Grade Snack Shack Signup 
 

 
Winter Spirit Nights!  
Looking for an easy weeknight dinner solution? Stop by our participating partners during our 
scheduled spirit nights to grab a tasty meal while also supporting DCMS! 

 Wednesday, February 18: 4-8pm 
 Raising Cane’s 
 5060 S Wadsworth, Lakewood 80123 

Wednesday, March 18: 10:30am - 8:30pm 
 Mad Greens 
 8501 W. Bowles, Suite 1095, Littleton 80123 
(Southwest Plaza) 

Thank you for supporting DCMS staff during the holidays!  

Thank you again to all of the DCMS families who made contributions toward holiday gift 
cards for the DCMS teachers and staff. Through your generosity, we were able to provide 
every staff member with two gift cards!  We’d also like to extend our sincere gratitude to 
all of the local businesses (see below) who donated gifts for the raffle as well! The staff 
truly appreciated this special holiday occasion. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4FADAD2CA6FA7-59962995-dcms
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4FADAD2CA6FA7-59962995-dcms
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continued... 
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Milk Caps for Mooola 
Milk Caps for Mooola is a program sponsored by Longmont Dairy that helps students earn money for their 
schools. Longmont Dairy milk caps are worth 5¢ each and are redeemable for cash! 
  
How does the program work? 
1. Drink Longmont Dairy products   
2. (Eligible cap products include: Milk, Chocolate Milk, Strawberry Milk, Half & Half, Whipping Cream, Orange Juice, 

Lemonade, Raspberry Lemonade, and Classic and Cinnamon Eggnog.) 
3. Save the bottle caps. Save as many as you can—from your bottles, or collect them from your family and neighbors. 
4. Bring your milk caps to school and put them into the collection box in the school office. 

American Furniture Warehouse—up to 4% of your purchase anytime supports Der Creek Middle School. 
During check-out, mention our school or ID: DCMS60 

American Furniture Warehouse 

Deer Creek Middle School PTO News, continued... 

Yearbook Update 
Yearbook Waitlist Information 
 
Our initial yearbook pre-orders have now closed. If you missed the deadline but would still like to purchase a copy, 
we are officially opening a Yearbook Waitlist. 
To secure a spot on the waitlist, please follow the instructions below: 
 
How to Join the Waitlist 
Please send $45 cash to the front office in a sealed envelope. To ensure the payment is processed correctly, the 
envelope must clearly include: 
• The student’s full name 
• The student’s grade 
 
Timeline and Distribution 
• Confirmation: We will not know the final availability of extra yearbooks until May. 
• Refund Policy: If we are unable to provide your student with a yearbook, your $45 cash will be returned to you in 

full. 
 
Copies will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis based on the waitlist order. We appreciate your patience 
as we work through our final inventory. 

 
8th Grade Dedication Ads - Last Call!! 
Buy a dedication ad for your 8th grader. The FINAL deadline is Friday, February 6. 
Go to yearbookordercenter.com 
 
Enter the School Code: 6131  Choose: Buy a Yearbook Ad 
 
You will pay for your ad with a debit/credit card on the website which will complete your order. 

http://yearbookordercenter.com/
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6th Grade Outdoor Lab Gear Available 

DCMS Theater and Choir Update 

Feb. 13: All State Middle School Choir Performance: Come support our top vocalists at the All State Choir concert! The 
performance begins at 6:30 PM at the Bellco Theatre. Purchase tickets here: https://www.axs.com/events/1174914/
colorado-middle-all-state-choir-concert-2026-tickets 
 
Feb. 17: Choir Concert & Theatre Showcase: Join us in the Deer Creek Cafeteria at 6:30 PM for an evening of music and 
drama. In addition to the choir performance, our Theatre students will present a special student-written musical based 
on the Disney movie Descendants. 
 
Feb. 20: Jeffco Improv Festival: Most of our Theatre students have signed up to attend this exciting festival held at the 
Newman Center. It will be a great day of creativity and collaboration! 
 
Thank you for all you do!! 
 

Maggie Freking 
Director of Vocal Music 
Theater Teacher 

https://www.axs.com/events/1174914/colorado-middle-all-state-choir-concert-2026-tickets
https://www.axs.com/events/1174914/colorado-middle-all-state-choir-concert-2026-tickets
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Middle School Sports - Basketball 

See links below for the Basketball Games schedules 
Deer Creek Boys (Black) Basketball Schedule 2026 
Deer Creek Boys (Blue) Basketball Schedule 2026 
Deer Creek Girls Basketball Schedule 2026  

Caddie Program at Columbine Country Club 
My name is Matt, and I oversee the Caddie Program at Columbine Country Club. I am reaching out to you today to pass 
along information regarding our Caddie Program for any students interested in a great first job opportunity, as well as more 
information on the Evans Scholarship, which we offer through our Caddie Program.  
 
Within our Caddie Program we offer a Caddie Academy. We have partnered with the Colorado Golf Association (CGA) to 
make this possible. The goal of creating our Caddie Academy is to help develop leaders within the local youth community 
and to help provide potential future educational opportunities and support through the Western Golf Association Evans 
Scholarship (Full Ride Scholarship). The CGA has expertise in caddie development with the shared goals of creating youth 
leadership, character building, and post-secondary preparation. Furthermore, our partnership will allow Caddie Academy 
Caddies access to the CGA’s established curriculum, including financial literacy and leadership development. 
 
See the end of this newsletter for the caddie application and information on the Evans Scholarship. 
 
We are specifically looking for 8th & 9th graders with financial need who meet the requirements of the Evans Scholarship 
but anyone else who would like to apply is more than welcome. 
 
The requirements are at least a 3.2 GPA and under 100K household income. We highly encourage anyone who is close to 
the financial portion to apply to the program. 
 
If you are interested, I would like to come by and speak with you or your students in person about our program. I am 
flexible between the hours of 8am-5pm Tuesday-Sunday, so if there’s 15 minutes in your schedule where we could meet 
that would be great. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out and thank you for your help! 
  

Sincerely, 

Matt Edwards 
 Caddie Services 
 Columbine Country Club 
 Golf Shop: 303.794.6333 
  Home of the 1967 PGA 
Championship 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XAs7afXLan_EW-kWrC6m3DknCTtvVceM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112726815484040977447&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XnEEyBuwNq8ys3ELy-CWz9BGU213VcdL/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112726815484040977447&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Eb5QT1NNeaL3zdUIfKHECAq9p8Yp1QNi/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112726815484040977447&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Upcoming Events 

2 PTO Meeting 6:00 pm/SAC Meeting 7:10 pm - Library 

6 Chatfield Counselors meet with 8th grade @ 5th period -Course 
Selection  

11 Winter Parent Student Teacher Conferences 4:30 - 8:00 pm 

11 8th Grade Parent Night at Chatfield  6:00 - 7:30 pm - Chatfield 
Auditorium  

12 Winter Parent Student Teacher Conferences 4:30 - 8:00 pm  

12 SSN Adapted Sports Day - Hockey 

13 No School For Students - School Closed 

16 President’s Day - School Closed    

17 Winter Choir/Theater Showcase Concert 6:30 pm 

18 Winter Instrumental Music Concert 6:30 pm 

18 PTO Spirit Night - Raising Cane’s 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

19 6th Grade Social - Flannel and Frost  6:00-7:30 PM 

19 8th Grade Chatfield Course Selection Due  

20 End of 2nd Trimester 

23 Start of 3rd Trimester 

February 

March 
2 PTO Meeting 6:00 pm - Library 

18 Inclusion Day - wear inclusion T-shirts! 

18 PTO Spirit Night - Mad Greens (Southwest Plaza) 4 -8 pm 

23-27 Spring Break - School Closed 

30 Staff Development Day - No School for Students   

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

February 2026 

Su Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

March 2026 




