Dear Niji-Iro Families,
[CCWWBINEER REEDESA

We had another week of crazy weather. Hopefully, the bitter cold is behind us, and we can get
back to having more outdoor recess. Fortunately, we will still be able to have our Mochitsuki
celebration today!
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Mochitsuki gD

Thank you to our amazing PTA and all of our volunteers for another fun and successful
Mochitsuki celebration! This event, quite literally, could not be done without all of our
supportive families. We had over 60 volunteers making mochi, helping with the rice pounding,
and organizing the day. Check out our Twitter page to see photos and videos from the day:
(16) Niji-lro Elementary School (@NijilroSchool) / X
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Yearbook Cover Contest/{¥—J v RMIEDEEIZ DT

We are looking for submissions for our 2025-2026 yearbook cover. Submissions can be done
digitally or by hand. All submissions should be on 8.5"x11” paper and turned into the school
office by Friday, February 20. It should include the school name Niji-lro and the school year
2025-2026. The student whose artwork is chosen will receive a free copy of the yearbook.
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READ Shirts sE AT vY

Today is the last day to order READ shirts. As we prepare for March is Reading Month, we
are offering READ shirts to our students and families as a way to promote the love of reading.
We are pleased that our READ shirts will be written in both English and Japanese. Orders
need to be placed by January 30 and will be delivered to school in time for students to wear
them during the month of March. If you are interested in ordering, please click the following
link: https://nijiiro26read.itemorder.com/
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Kindergarten Competitive Edge Program I ART474 7 -ITy lFEIOYI I LA
Time is running out to sign up for the Competitive Edge Savings Program for your kindergarten
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student! This is a FREE program offered to families of LPS kindergarten students. The
Foundation will designate them as beneficiaries of the Foundation’s educational savings
account. The Foundation contributes seed money and those funds grow throughout the
student’s LPS educational career. Upon graduation from an LPS high school, the funds may be
used for any accredited post-secondary education or skills training program.

Online form is open for submissions. The 2025-26 LPS kindergarten students have until
February 1, 2026 to register — do not miss out on this wonderful program that is totally free to

you! https://bit.ly/CompEdgeSignUp
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February Lunch Menu 2A DS FA=a1—
Menu February 2026.pdf

Reminders:

Recess Help 5RAADEFENEEH

Please consider helping with supervision at recess. We also need additional help in the
lunchroom. If you sign up and can’t make it, please let us know so that we can plan
accordingly. Please reach out with any questions or sign up by clicking on the link:
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Niji-lro Elementary School: Recess Help (signupgenius.com)

Hinoki Japanese Opportunities D DEMNSNDHELE

* The 9th Annual Hinoki Cup at Washtenaw Community College in Ann Arbor on Sunday,
March 8th! No entry fee. Limited to 40 student contestants (grades 3-9).
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*Hinoki Juku JSL, online tutoring service by bilingual volunteers on Thursday evenings from
7:00-8:00pm, Jan. 22-Feb. 12, offered on a suggested donation basis. Japanese storytime is
available from 7:00-7:30pm for students in grades 2 and younger. Registration is open here:
https://forms.gle/sTWcVbJodmaBrYXj7
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* Hinoki Juku ESL, online tutoring service by bilingual volunteers on Sunday evenings from
7:00-8:00pm, Jan. 25-Feb. 15, offered on a suggested donation basis. English storytime is
available from 7:00-7:30pm for students in grades 2 and younger. Registration is open here:
https://forms.gle/M4SdKnA67FMsVIRV6
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Recess Help & SFELY

Please consider helping with supervision at recess. We also need additional help in the
lunchroom. If you sign up and can’t make it, please let us know so that we can plan
accordingly. Please reach out with any questions or sign up by clicking on the link:
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Niji-lro Elementary School: Recess Help (signupgenius.com

After School Activities IEREE DEEN- VT RIZTDLT:

Nuts about Science /I X
Nij-Iro NAS Winter Flier 2026.pdf

Young Rembrandts Winter Session H#zHhEI5X
2026 Winter-1 Session Flyer (Niji-lro).png

Cub Scouts hTRAAHk
Pack 1640 JSN 2025 Flyer.pdf

Chess FxX
MI - Niji-lro Japanese Immersion Winter 2026 Flyer.pdf

Karate ZEF
Niji Iro Karate (4).pdf

Japanese Cultural Events HAI{EA Rk
Events | U-M LSA Center for Japanese Studies (CJS)

Food and Clothing Assistance B#XiEHIUKEHR—KMZDULT
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LPS Food Pantry and Clothing Depot- LPS has a food pantry and clothing depot that are
housed at Franklin High School, and run by the Franklin Transition Program students and staff.
Please contact Mrs. McLean at mmclean12@livoniapublicschools.org for details on how to
gain access to the Clothing Depot or click on Garfield Garments
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ZDMDBEMZIRFR:

Elmwood Blessing Box

m211 Food Assistance
Forgotten Harvest
Gleaners

Little Free Pantry

Child Protection Registry 'REF#EZ%HIE
The following flyer provides information about signing up your child’s online profiles with the
State of Michigan to protect them from adult advertisements. ProtectMIChild Info .docx
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Cold Weather Reminders/ZDREH LU HHIRIZDOLNT

Winter is officially here and students need to be dressed appropriately for the weather and
have a coat or a jacket plus snowpants and boots for recess. This is also a good time to
remind everyone that we go outside as long as the RealFeel temperature (including windchill)
is 15 degrees Fahrenheit or above. Students may not stay inside for recess without a note
from a doctor. Students need to wear warm winter gear as we are outside for 25 minutes.
Please be sure your child has a warm coat, gloves, hat, and boots. We do not have extra
clothing to lend students. If students want to play in the snow, they must have boots. If they
want to lie down in the snow, they need to have snow pants. Also, there is no throwing snow at
school. Please remind your child of these expectations and make sure they are dressed
appropriately every day.
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PBIS Donations / PBIS7O4 S LIZDL\T
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We are always looking for donations for our Crane Store if you would like to contribute.
Donation suggestions: play dough, pencils, erasers, bubbles, crayons, coloring books, books,
happy meal toys, key chains, slime, fidgets, etc.
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School Safety R NDEEIZDUNT

CLICK HERE TO REVIEW THE 2025-2026 LPS SAFETY & SECURITY UPDATE
Lethal Means Prevention flyer

Firearms Storage Penalties flyer

Project ChildSafe brochure

Project ChildSafe video

Reporting Absences REDEHIZDUVT

You can now report absences using Parent Connect. Please click on the following link for
instructions:
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Report an Absence - Niji-Iro Japanese Immersion Elementary School

If you are on the playground area after school, please make sure you are supervising your
children closely. Students should not be on the playground area after school without adult
supervision. Also, please ensure that your children are not touching any of the plants or trees
in our neighbors’ property by the fence. Please remind students to stay away from the fenced
area by the houses.
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Drop Off and Pick Up 3£i1[ZDLVT:

e If you are walking with your children, you must cross at the crosswalk.
Please do not walk in between cars as this can be potentially dangerous and it slows
down the process.

e Pull into the parking lot on the west side next to the gym and drive around the
parked cars. Your student may exit the car when you are along the side of the Student
Drop Off Area next to the gym. Do not drop off your student unless you are one of the
cars lined up along the sidewalk area Arrival Dismissal Map.pdf

e Students should only exit onto the sidewalk (right side), and NEVER in the way of
moving cars. Safety is our first priority.

e Pull your car all the way to the crosswalk so that more students can get in and
out of their cars. Do not stop outside of the exterior doors or park in the arrival line.
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https://niji-iro.livoniapublicschools.org/parents/report-an-absence
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ljxmOY2i6flvVHStnAZvtw~~/AAAAARA~/vvdIl6CdDSaLndIsMDRygrKka8l7Sz8YejZNZg12VlfCNPil3swj1q-YbrR-U0VIDDxlda70fVy6JSZ6hqJoGH5ANNA5XKtWUPBUf6jbCK4LahKB9IlzAoJb9WQQ7DizkyvhNgrwHFSAVOq7JFwPTraKluZasEmCsQ90FlIil09Q_6y2k2fEmds1IyeYe1WjhZjDadC05IupKy-L_dhJYeeK-y2434GfzIVf2xzowWDVtSDbksSI7f3yNNgHu1TRCS3GMW4RhSSiEuOuH8lPfA~~

e Have your child ready to go and exit the vehicle on the school side. The quicker
students exit the vehicle, the quicker the line will move.

e If your children need assistance getting out of the car, park and walk them in

e If you want to park, follow the flow of traffic and never drive toward oncoming
traffic.

e Drive no faster than 10 mph in the parking lot and no faster than 25 mph on
Curtis Road.

e Students can begin entering the building at 8:15. Class starts at 8:25.

e In the afternoon, please follow the same directions as stated above. Please keep
the line leaving the Student Drop Off Area moving smoothly and don’t stop in the way of
other cars. Please stay in the lineup of cars and wait for your turn. The line does go
fast.

e When waiting in the pick up line after school, please do not block the
neighborhood driveways.

e Be sure your student’s number is hanging from your rearview mirror so the
teachers/volunteers can easily see the number.

e If you choose to meet your child on the sidewalk, park in the lot and line up along
the west parking lot doors.

e Dismissal will begin at 3:30.
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ICHAT Chaperone and Volunteer Background Check
RIUTATDEDRE NV DT IR FIVY)
It is mandatory that all volunteers and chaperones fill out the ICHAT form every year. If you
plan to volunteer at school, make sure you fill out the following link at least two weeks before
volunteering. You can go ahead and click this link now and fill out the form (it only takes a
minute) to ensure you are set for the year. ICHAT Form
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Care Solace Mental Health Support LD R—b

As the new school year begins, supporting our youth's mental health is more important than
ever. The new school year can bring feelings of both anxiety and excitement as students
transition into a new grade, perhaps a new school, and are all in turn learning and growing into
who they are.

We have provided a Back to School resource packet for parents and teachers who are
navigating through this time. Click here to access the flyer.

By working together, we can create an environment where our children thrive. Remember,
Care Solace offers valuable mental health care coordination services to connect you with
community-based providers for counseling, therapy, and more.

To access Care Solace:
e (all 888-515-0595: Their multilingual helpline is staffed 24/7/365.
e Visit www.caresolace.com/livonia: Explore mental health providers independently or
click "Book Appointment" for personalized assistance

By joining hands as a community, we can provide a nurturing environment that supports the
mental health and well-being of our youth. Let's prioritize their emotional growth and create a
brighter future together. Thank you for being dedicated parents in the Livonia Public Schools
community. Your commitment to our youth is truly commendable.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiZ5jC61p4o_pH7qppc6lCWcMy0nuEatcwDO_RO1SCVoaAeg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiZ5jC61p4o_pH7qppc6lCWcMy0nuEatcwDO_RO1SCVoaAeg/viewform
https://8153637.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/8153637/Back%20to%20School%20Kit%20updated%2072624.pdf
http://www.caresolace.com/livonia
https://8153637.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/8153637/Back%20to%20School%20Kit%20updated%2072624.pdf
https://8153637.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/8153637/Back%20to%20School%20Kit%20updated%2072624.pdf
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All my best,
e

Lawrence Deluca
Niji-Iro Principal
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