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February 2, 2026 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
February 9, 2026 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm – 7:15pm 
 
February 16, 2026 
No School – Presidents Day 
 
February 18, 2026 
Parent Forum – 8th Grade Como Park 
Pathway @ Como Park HS 
 
February 19, 2026 
7th Grade Vision Screening 
 
March 2, 2026 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
March 12, 2026 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm – 7:15pm 
 
March 13-15, 2026 
School Musical 
 
March 19, 2026 
Family/Teacher Conferences 
4:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
March 20, 2026 
No School for Students – 
Professional Day 
 
March 28, 2026 
Regional History Day 
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We are tied together in the single garment of destiny…whatever affects one directly 
affects all indirectly.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
I want to take a moment to give a huge shout out to our Murray Parent Teacher 
Organization, the Murray staff and all of the supporting entities that have been organizing 
and taking action to bring resources and accessibility to our families in need.  A recent 
initiative activated by our dedicated community members is the “Murray Market”.  We 
have assigned space in our building to collect and organize food resources, household 
goods, varied supplies, games, etc. The space was established on Monday, January 26 
and we are happy to share that the generosity of our community is shining bright!  The 
PTO continues to accept donations through the QR code that is shared in this 
newsletter.  I want to give a special thanks to Nia Anderson, Kerrin Flanagan, Lynnae 
Erwin and Mandi Rupp all from our PTO as well as the Murray staff members for helping 
to bring this idea to life.  You are all amazing and our families are feeling the efforts being 
put forth. 
 

 
 

Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Phillips would like to celebrate Lou Grotzke. Lou is an 
interesting, creative, and funny student who has been a great addition to the Murray 
community this year. I have enjoyed hearing Lou’s perspective on different topics and 
seeing a variety of Lou’s creative expressions! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Noah would like to celebrate Anna Reimringer. Over the 
past few years, I have seen Anna grow and become more outgoing and confident in 
herself. She is always thinking of others and how to make Murray a better place for all 
students. I can’t wait to see what she does in the future! 
 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 

Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 

 

https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

 

Sixth Grade 
 

Minnesota Studies with Mr, 
Kareem and Ms. Atchison: 
In 6th grade Minnesota Studies we 
are in the final stretch of History 
Day!  Some students are ready for 
the project to be over and some 
would love to work on it all year but 
each student has put lot of effort into 
their projects.  We will begin 
3rd Quarter by returning to the early 
days of Minnesota history—as the 
Fur Trade winds down and the Civil 
War and US-Dakota War mark a 
turning point in our history. 
 

Seventh Grade 
 

History with Ms. Atchison and Ms. 
Newman: 
Our Historians are currently putting 
their finishing touches on their rough 
drafts for their History Day Projects.  
The theme is Revolution, Reaction, 
Reform in History. We plan on 
sharing our Final Projects with each 
other during the first few weeks of 
3rd quarter. Students are finishing 
their website, documentary, virtual 
exhibit, performance, or paper to 
show what they know about their 
topic.  After our due date we will be 
entering the competition part of our 
History Day experience.  The 
Regional Competition is at Harding 
High School on Saturday, March 
28th.  Students who wish to be 
considered for advancement to 
Regionals will complete a google 
form for the committee.   More 
information about the Regional 
Competition will be emailed to 
students chosen to advance in 
February. 
 
Math with Mr. Gravert: 
Our 7th-grade pre-algebra students 
are wrapping up their unit on solving 
multi-step equations and are now 
ready to tackle the world 
of inequalities! Transitioning from 
finding a single "perfect" solution to 
identifying a range of 
possibilities is a big conceptual 
leap, but the class is showing great 
persistence. We’ll be learning how to 
graph these solutions on a number 
line to visualize "greater than" and 
"less than" relationships effectively. 
 
 
 

 
 

. 

At home, you can support your 
student by asking them to explain 
why the inequality sign "flips" when 
multiplying or dividing by a negative 
number—it is famously the trickiest 
part of the unit! This skill is incredibly 
practical because real-world 
constraints, such as staying under 
a budget of $100$ or meeting a 
minimum height requirement, are 
naturally expressed as inequalities. 
Practicing mental math with "at 
most" or "at least" scenarios during 
daily errands is a fantastic way to 
reinforce these concepts in a low-
pressure way. Mastering inequalities 
builds the logical foundation needed 
for everything from computer 
programming to complex engineering 
projects, and we are excited to see 
them grow! 
 
Science with Mr. Altringer: 
The trout are here and growing.  
They have already developed their 
cells from about 300 eyed eggs into 
sac fry.  We are currently starting our 
studying of genetics trying to figure 
out the phenomena of extra-muscled 
cattle. Looking to answer "how do 
those cattle get so many muscles?"  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

7th & 8th Grade Personal Finance 
with Mr. Gravert: 
Our first-semester Personal Finance 
students are wrapping up an eventful 
term by diving headfirst into our final 
unit on investing. To bring these 
concepts to life, everyone is 
participating in the "Stock Market 
Game," where they manage a virtual 
$100,000 portfolio to trade real-time 
stocks, bonds, and funds. This 
simulation provides a high-stakes, 
yet zero-risk, way for students to see 
how global events and market trends 
impact the economy. At home, you 
can support their learning by 
discussing your own approach 
to long-term financial goals or 
asking them to explain why they 
"bought" a specific company for their 
game portfolio. These lessons are 
invaluable because they demystify 
the financial world and teach 
students how to make their money 
work for them over time. As we close 
out this semester, I am genuinely 
excited to welcome a new group of 
students for the second semester to 
start their own financial journeys. 
Together, we will explore the 
essential cycle of making, 
spending, saving, and investing 
money to build a foundation for 
lifelong success! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



  

Athletics 
 
Winter Sports: Boys’ Basketball 
 
Please register on Arbiter: 

https://students.arbitersports.c
om/st-paul-murray-middle-
school 
 

Extended Day Learning 
 
If your child is interested in changing 
classes for the second session or 
wants to join EDL, please complete 
this Google form. EDL session 2 
 
I am looking forward to a great 
second session of EDL 
 
Lise Ciancio 
Murray EDL Site Lead 
 

Murray Market 
 

Dear Murray Families, 
 

We’re excited to introduce the 
Murray Market, a new resource 
designed to support our students and 
their families. The Murray Market is a 
welcoming space, located in Murray 
Middle School, where students can 
grab essential items for home, 
including non-perishable food, 
household goods, baby supplies, 
hygiene products, and much more. 
This initiative reflects our 
community’s commitment to caring 
for one another and ensuring all 
families have access to everyday 
necessities. If you would like to 
donate to the Murray Market, please 
consider purchasing from the Murray 
PTO Amazon wishlist. Thank you so 
much for continuing to show your 
care and respect for all families. 

 

Amazon Wishlist - Murray 

Market 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PTO Corner 
 

Click here to see the latest 
PTO Newsletter  

 
 
 
 

Murray Highlights Form 
 

Please share some positive 
messages to be posted on the PTO 
Website and shared with the Murray 
staff.  

 
Please click here. 
 
 
 
 

PTO Newsletter Archives 
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Murray Middle Presents… 

Cinderella; Youth Edition 
 

Performances will be: 
Friday, March 13th, 7:00PM 
Saturday, March 14th, 7:00PM 
Sunday, March 15th, 2:00PM 

 
Picture Day 

 
School Pictures are Ready! 
 
View and order at 
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login 
 

• MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

• Event Code: FE33325 
 

Spirit Wear 
 

https://www.threadartmn.com/s

howrooms.htm 

 

Tours 

 
Tuesdays, January 6th, 13th, 27th, 
February 3rd, 10th  
3:15p.m. 
Check in at office – registration not 
required 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://forms.gle/vbvMqYGKtB4EaT476
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/105CWSAHYQGEF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/105CWSAHYQGEF?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/105CWSAHYQGEF?ref_=wl_share
https://app.smore.com/n/c0asm
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4pGPShqZB2NYi-zkMHIj_Hrh4VQ96nRH6ylC5FDL6gnXHjQ/viewform
https://app.smore.com/n/jg0t4
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.threadartmn.com/showrooms.htm__;!!LSatmg!6dEU4UhSqxEp8ilS21HiZ5tEKWK06VSHbtQxWq97fV60DrCM_IWEsD4gj1pTkO1PW2En_PDy-w3PKvlRR0V6OUOrg6mIHA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.threadartmn.com/showrooms.htm__;!!LSatmg!6dEU4UhSqxEp8ilS21HiZ5tEKWK06VSHbtQxWq97fV60DrCM_IWEsD4gj1pTkO1PW2En_PDy-w3PKvlRR0V6OUOrg6mIHA$


  

Counselors Corner 
 
Here are a few announcements from our counseling team. As a reminder, here is our contact information: 
 

• Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 744052: Student last names A-L 

• Ms. Lisa Engelstad – lisa.engelstad@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 745675: Student last names M-Z 

 
Coats, Hats, Mittens Donation: 
We are always in need of new or gently used/clean jackets, coats, mittens, and hats for our students. If you would like to 
donate any, please contact one of our social workers or counselors. We greatly appreciate it! 
 

Every Meal: 
We have a partnership with EveryMeal and students can pick up free food bags to take home. More information and sign up 
on the link here or QR Code: https://forms.gle/JYus6pV3yRTN7ByQ6. 
 

 
Internet Hot Spots: 
Here's a resource for internet hot spots to check if you're eligible: https://www.tmobile.com/brand/project-10-
million 
 
8th Grade families: 
 
Please note that 8th graders have information that was posted in Schoology regarding the High School Transition process. It 
will be in the MMS Class of 2030 folder. This includes information about tours at various high schools (most students go to 
Como and some may go to Central or Roseville). 
 
Tours and Shadowing (attending high school for a day with a 9th grader): Tours are after school starting between 2;45-3:15. 
Tours last about 40 minutes. Families can contact jamie.Hoffman@spps.org or 651-744-5529 to set up a tour or for you to 
shadow a 9th grader for a half day or day of school! Murray Parent Forum – 8th Grade Como Park Pathway @ Como Park 
High School is Wednesday, February 18th from 5:00-7:00. 

 
 

 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
https://forms.gle/JYus6pV3yRTN7ByQ6
https://www.tmobile.com/brand/project-10-million
https://www.tmobile.com/brand/project-10-million
mailto:jamie.Hoffman@spps.org


  

 
Dear 8th grade Murray families: 

 

Our class and all 8th graders in St. Paul will participate in an exciting Junior 
Achievement program called JA Finance Park this spring. JA Finance Park 
encompasses important educational lessons about personal financial literacy and career 
awareness that will take place in the last quarter of school on April 27-28. 

 

 As part of the program, we will spend the day at a hands-on, experiential JA Finance 
Park site on either April 27 or April 28, depending on their permission slip given by 
Foundations teacher.                         

 

Half the class will go each date depending on who their Foundations teacher is. This visit 
will provide all 8th grade students with an opportunity to apply, in a realistic setting, what 
they have learned in the classroom. Students will have the opportunity to practice 
planning a budget for themselves and their fictional family. 
 
The goal of experiential education programs such as JA Finance Park is to help students 
see how classroom learning connects to real-world actions and events. Students will 
begin that curriculum during the 3rd quarter in Foundations. They start February 25th 
and the last lesson is March 18th. Ask them about it. Students acquire knowledge 
through hands-on classroom activities and discussions and then seek relevance 
between their new learning and their future fictional lives. Because of this unique 
learning format, students remember this Junior Achievement experience for many 
years.  

 

Parents, please ask your student about the permission slip which will be handed out 
during conferences, or the following school day. Please come to conferences to get 
it filled out right there! 

 

We will look for you to indicate: 
*Yes or No for bag lunch. This means from the cafeteria. If they want to bring from 
home say NO. Don’t forget to send one.  
* Whether they have medication they need to have during the trip for which I will 
notify the school nurse. She will notify me of any needed medications that she 
knows of.  

 

We are aiming to get these slips turned in by April 3, so preparations can begin on this 
outing. Thank you for your help in planning this free opportunity for your 8th grade 
student. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Murray Middle School  
 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 


