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| : The Blue Velvet Chair™
by | Rlo Cortez

f.*,,Ages 4 7

n the mornlng, a young child
- heads straight for her favorlte
_-place inthe house: the blue -
“velvet chair. Perched on the
chair set by the living room -
_window, the child daydreams
~about each season of the: year
- and the changes: that come
,W|th them
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_ DR KING'S MESSAGE TO YOUNG pEd:h.E |‘~[ i * y S
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,Th|s book remterprets Dr Martln =
~Luther King, Jr’sspeechasa jjj"l |
‘motivational erasure poem.- - _
“Highlighting pr|nC|pIes of exceIIence
-activism, and compassion that
—remainrelevant and necessary -
today, this book has a universal~ -
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To the Top of the World
by Deborah Blumenthal &
Anastasia M. Williams
Ages 4-8

Despite facing hardships in her
childhood and illness as an adult,
adventurous Barbara Hillary never
gave up on her dream of traveling
the world and exploring hard-to-
reach places. In her seventies, she
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Nora isa pr|ze W|nn|ng horseback :

“rider. When-hermom gets anewjob - :
~thatforces them tomove, Norahas - -
to-adjust to being the onIy Black-
—studentin her classandtojoininga
-“new barn called Creaky Acres. Witha

became the first Black woman to set
foot onthe: North and South Poles.
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LANGSTON HUGHES

MELODIES‘ oF ..

Melodies of the Weary Blues
by Langston Hughes
Ages 6-9

This illustrated anthology of Hughes'
first book of poetry pairs poems
with vibrant artwork by more than
twenty talented Black illustrators,
including award-winners Oge Mora,
Frank Morrison, Janelle Washington,
and more. Also included are a
timeline of the poet’s life and
biographies of all the contributors.

Art by 23 remarkable artists  Compiled by Shamar Iﬁight—]ustrqe
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Basket Ball
by Kadir Nelson
Ages 8-12

--Recipient of the 2026 Coretta Scott

- King - Virginia Hamilton Award for
~ Lifetime Achievement, Nelson
presents an |IIustrated history of
-basketball, from its 1891 ¢ igins to its

~ modern, fast paced form. Featuring
'stunnlng 3 oil-paintings, the book =

message that distills Dr. Krngs e ~ ragtag team of equestrians, Nora S chronicles the evolution of the - =
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-father leave Texas to jointhe— - -
- Oklahoma Land Rush, seeking
“freedom andland ownershlp Facmg
dangerous terrain and prejudice;, the .
—pair trek northward, befriending a

~ former Union soIdler This historical - £
~ fiction novel is a coming-of-age story' Lr

H 0 ME —about courage, reS|I|ence*and the -

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING ADTHOR OF AOST BOYS flght fOf a bEtter fUtUI"e ﬁ,fj_:_':-"}..?f =
JEWELLPARKERRHODES -~ - = =

- - P ™
S 4 rx N -
—_— - > P
-~ pe— -~ —
A s P  — -~ - 5 —
o - 5
L < ~ s e ~ - hy SR el
o r— i i -
\ = 9 =y
N — e
e — e - -
- 2 - = 2 - LK
e e
- -
P . -~

Lovely One' Adapted for Young - =
Adults = ':3‘—“‘:' _

by Ketanji’ Brown ]ackson

Ages 13-18 -

s
e

This is the inspiring memoir of the ..
first Black woman appointed to the |
U.S. Supreme Court: Tracing: her
journey from childhood in Miamito

~ Harvard and the legal profession, - "i 7%
- Jackson h|gh||ghts the importance of

- hard work, grit, and famlly support

_She shares stories of overcoming
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TANJI BROWN |

Mmaglc s-dark side emerges, Marcus

Twere year oId Marcus who is—

_recovering froman abuswe home ——

-discovers a secret magicinGrand
-_Park. Mentored by a charismatic -

_local leader, Marcus entersa- =
- -figorous, dangerous training—

—

_program for Divination. As the-

must decide if his newfound power“

Henson isa th|rteen year—old BIack-
—football prodlgy in MISSISSIppI who'i |s *
idolized by his white town untithe — — .

:ﬁ ‘confronts injustice. After a friend is - =
% . '#°, brutally attacked, Henson challenges -
¥ _.the community’s racism, forcing him . .
’ ~ to choose between belngabeloved e
f:_'“"“' entertalnmenttool orayoung man -
demandlng humanlty ity by N
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All the N0|se at Once G
by, DeAndra Daws ,‘ B A
Ages 14-18 z. 7 s
Not every pIayer is happy about A
~ Aiden joining the high school /
football team: They are wary of 5
- howhis autism will present itself

~on game day. Tensions rise, anda =~ 7

f|ght breaks out. Thecopsare
“called. Aiden’s brother, Brandon :
_interferes, and he'is wrongly

charged with felony assault on an.

Harlem Rhapsody

by Vlctorla Chrlstopher Murray

Th|s h|stor|caI noveI set in the 19205

foIIowsje55|e Redmon Fauset, the -

“brilliant. I|terary editor of W.E.B. Du

~ Bois’ The Crisis. As she mentors -~

; HarIem Renaissance icons, she

_pursuesand manages a secret, .

Z tumuItuous affair with the marr|ed g

. Du Bois, navigating personal de5|re 7
and professmnal ambltlon 77 .

~imposter syndrome and nawgatlng S o ~ officer. Can Aiden clear his brother’ S~ | S I A
~professional challenges to reach her L~ Defndabavis . Mamebeforethetrial begins? s SOV Ty v g
R el R goals, aiming to inspire: the'next - - , o : %% 7 77
j' 55 generatlon of dreamers. : o : P
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LISTEN TO YOUR SISTER COVLD BE TOLD: —ASHLEY WINSTEAD | by Neena VIE| 7 /r , | A by zadle smlth ¢ 7 77 24 Ambltlon and the Flght for T : g
| ,-Adult 5 Ml : ~aBlackState =~ =~
THE NIGHTMARE /S REAL. 27 o e S SR i 7 7 ; . : F7 L e Y sl 7
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Listen to 25-year-old Calla Stfuggles as Th|s coIIectlon of essays anaIyzes art AUl L
NN 747 ‘guardian to her reckless teenage polrtrcs and identity witha sober b7 T T ';;i_

brother, ]amle while plagued by
_ recurring, violent nightmaresof ~ =~~~
~theirimminent deaths. Aftera 5
~_protest turns chaotic, the S|bI|ngs
_ flee to a remote, sinister cabin
~ where Calla’s terrlfylng VISIOnS turn
|nto a deadIy reaI|ty -
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- reflective lens. The author covers -

toplcs from Al'and pandemrc era £
~culture to literary eulogiesand

_urban life in New York'and London 5 ,'

“while exploring the compIeX|t|es of

Z Th|s blography chronlcles the Iargely

_ forgotten story of Edward P. T A

"McCabe, a 19th-century Black - _’ ".' 7 .;_;L;
poIrtrcran who fought to establish an- ’

| :vrndependent self-governed Black

/

: contemporary freedom S 14 state in Oklahoma. The book -
s Z S Z j’: o 3.8 explores his-pursuit of freedom and 7
s : Z “self-determination against the - ,/,' ’- 3
’ 7 / backdrop of systemic racism and | :
2 Gt s Z post C|V|I War westward,expansmn F i
s L V7 ’ ~ g),,/,,/ }j, PRI




