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Okii,

 In January, my elementary students finished up their chokers. This week I 
introduced them to the drum and working on keeping a beat.

Our staff ordered some beading materials for the middle schools, and we 
were able to start beading lanyards. The students have  the idea to 
finishing their projects and set up a stand at our pow wow to sell their 
beadwork.

At Big Sky high school we have our Rise meetings every other week. We 
are slowly trying to get our drum group going now that we have a little free 
time. I will be moving that to the front of the to-do list. We just finished our 
leadership training which turned out great and was very beneficial for our 
student leaders. 



Xest Sxlxalt (Good Day)

The month of January flew by! It was so great to see my 
students after returning from Winter Break.
 The first week of January, Paxson, Chief Charlo, Russell, 
and Hawthorne continued beading their chokers. We were 
unable to finish them, so I told my students that we would 
have another week in January to do so. At Lowell, we played 
the Powwow Highway game. The students seemed to really 
enjoy it. 
The second week of January, I read the Blackfeet story “Old 
Man Napi” to each school. It was really special seeing how 
interested the students were while reading it. 
In the third week of January, I decided to continue the 
storytelling theme. We read “Water Story,” which was written 
by Henry Real Bird, a Crow man. The students enjoyed 
listening to the story. For students that did not finish their 
chokers, I allowed them to continue beading them! It is so 
great to see my students wearing their chokers with pride.
The last week of January was awesome as we dove into 
learning about Winter Counts. I let students know that the 
following week they will be creating their own Winter Count 
based on events that have happened throughout their year.
I look forward to the coming months with my students and 
co-workers!



Oki! This month seemed to fly by fast! Our department had some 
good events all month long, 2nd Annual Buffalo Harvest and 
Halloween Carnival. We also got to help with the SupaMan concert. 
I sure enjoyed the time spent with students and their families. 

I am working on beading projects at Willard, Lewis and Clark and 
Washington. A few students have also opted to make ribbon skirts at 
Washington. At both Sentinel and Hellgate, the RISE programs are 
off to a great start. Sentinel was able to host the last RISE meeting. 
Hellgate has around 18 students involved with RISE this year. A few 
of them were even able to sing an honor song for Japanese 
students from Kumamoto, Japan. I was also able to help organize 
the set up of a tipi with Willard staff and students. 

Oki!! This month was very busy. We had a leadership training for our 
high school students. We would like our NA students to be more 
active in each of their buildings. Currently, 3 of the 4 high schools 
have a NA student council. I am happy I was able to encourage 
many of the students to be on council.

Recently I have had the privilege of showing my colleagues how to 
wrap bead and make fry bread. They are going into their schools to 
teach their students these skills.

 At Willard I have organized our beading supplies so that we can 
start a new beading project. The Student Council at Sentinel have 
talked about fundraising and activities they would like to do. They 
have also requested we meet twice a month.

Sewing of ribbon skirts has started at Washington. The girls are 
enjoying each other’s company and getting their skirts completed. 
We are grateful for Mrs.Tingley, a school counselor, for all her help 
with the sewing machines. The Washington boys have a beading 
project ready to go.

The Indigenous Student Union has restarted this year at Hellgate. 
Things have been going well. I met with the English teachers about 
ideas for a book with native sensitivity at the request of a student.

Lewis & Clark student continue to work on their chokers. Those that 
complete them are so proud of their work. I was also invited to go 
into the first grade to read a book. I read the books Frybread and 
Pow Wow Day.

 



Okii (Blackfeet / Piikani)
?e-?a (Salish / Séliš-Qlispé)
Kahée (Crow / Apsáalooke)
Pevehe e’seeve’e  (Northern Cheyenne / Tsis tsis’tas) 

GREETINGS~

 A few January  highlights:
● Hitting the New Year strong with el-12 coaching 

cycles! We love meeting with teachers.
● Promoting our amazing students at BPA 

Regionals.
● Building connections & capacity with our RISE 

students, watching their friendships & advocacy 
for each other grow, promoting the upcoming 
statewide RISE student conference in April.

● Teacher Bookclub #2 “Crow Mary” by Kathleen 
Grissom. 

● Incoming Freshman Night at Hellgate High 
School.

● Partnering with UM to provide families with N7 
game tickets & events.

● Creating Iniskiim with Lowell 3rd graders. 
● Paxson Culture Night - one of our favorite events 

of the year! 
● Watching & celebrating our students at sporting 

events (like the GOAT game, etc.)

Let's be honest,  there is a lot of heaviness in our 
community & world right now, people are hurting & 
need help. It is easy to become discouraged & 
disbondant; BUT this is when we really need to lean into 
our community. We rise by lifting each other and this is 
exactly what we are bringing to 2026. With open hearts 
& minds, we are leaning into hope, kindness, curiosity, 
learning, growth, respect, & community. We carry this 
passion into February… 

With Abundant Gratitude,
Charlie Struna & Keila Cross



Monthly Events: Bingo, N7 game, Student 
Leadership Training





MCPS NASS Parent Advisory Committee

2025-26 PAC
Parent Representatives:

★ Matt Bell
★ Julie Cahoon
★ KaylaBeth Charlo
★ Lyman Ferguson
★ Chad Villegas
★ Shauna Yellow Kidney

Student Representative

★ Seth Martin
★ Lance Comes at Night
★ Joshua Na

Teacher Representative

★ Alyssa Johnson

All parents and guardians of Native American MCPS students are encouraged to attend PAC 
meetings on the first Wednesday of each month.

 PAC meeting 
2/4/2026

6 pm 
MCPS Admin B
909 South Ave 

West
          Soup and bread

Bring something to share.














